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Telecom and IT Minister promised free Wi-Fi to about 48,000 villages, which are connected through the
government’s flagship Bharatnet project, for the next three months.
With the BharatNet initiative, the Centre aims to connect all 2.5 lakh gram panchayats through optical fibre.
Till now, about 48,000 villages have been connected to WiFi using BharatNet.
Digital Village, which was conceptualised by the Common Service Centre (CSC) SPV under the Ministry of
Electronics and IT, is a village where citizens can avail various e-services of the central and the State
governments, as well as of private players. These include banking, insurance, tele-medicine, pension and egovernance services. Such villages are also equipped with LED bulb assembly unit, sanitary napkin unit, and
rural-Wifi infrastructure. The scheme was unveiled at five locations as a pilot.
IT minister inaugurated the Digital Village Gurawara in Rewari (Haryana). Government is aiming to convert
at least 15% of the total villages to digital village in the next 3-4 years.
The government said that it will provide free Internet for the next three months to all the villages connected
through Common Service Centres (CSCs). The villages connected to BharatNet will get WiFi services free of
charge till March 2020.
Govt has already connected 1.3 lakh gram panchayats (GPs) through BharatNet. Target is to take this to 2.5
lakh GPs. To promote utilisation of BharatNet services govt will provide free WiFi in all villages connected
through BharatNet till March 2020
There are 3.60 lakh CSCs in around 2.25 lakh GPs today. Till now, WiFi is available in 48,000 villages.
Digital Village scheme was announced during Budget 2015-2016 and initially, CSC implemented the scheme
in five locations as a pilot. Considering the success of the pilot project, govt gave the task of setting up 700
Digital Villages across the country, one in every district.
Digital Village focusses on empowering the entire village community by providing access to education,
health or financial services through the digital medium.
The Digital Village scheme has the potential to truly transform the village economy and reduce the digital
divide.
Internet services will also give a filip to the village level entrepreneurs (VLE) as selling the Internet
packages itself will generate a lot of revenue for them.
For instance, if a VLE can sell 200 coupons in a month worth Rs. 100 each, he/ she can earn Rs. 20,000 per
month from this only.
Ultimately, such mechanisms will help CSC earn more revenue. As of last year, CSCs had earned a net profit
of Rs. 50 crore and recorded a turnover of Rs. 350 crore, and this year, the performance is expected to be
better than last year.
CSC SPV CEO Dinesh Tyagi.

‘NORTHEAST GAS GRID’





The 1,656-km North-East Natural Gas Pipeline Grid will connect Guwahati in Assam to major cities in the
region such as Itanagar, Dimapur, Kohima, Imphal, Aizwal, Agartala, Shillong, Silchar, Gangtok, and
Numaligarh.
In only the second instance of the government directly funding a gas pipeline, the Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs (CCEA) approved a ₹5,559 crore viability gap funding for the proposed northeast gas grid.
The 1,656-km North-East Natural Gas Pipeline Grid will connect Guwahati in Assam to major cities in the
region such as Itanagar, Dimapur, Kohima, Imphal, Aizwal, Agartala, Shillong, Silchar, Gangtok, and
Numaligarh. The pipeline will enable the supply of piped cooking gas to households and CNG to
automobiles, besides fuel to industry. However, in the absence of anchor customers, the ₹9,265 crore
pipeline is not economically viable.
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The CCEA headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi approved a viability gap funding of 60% of the project
cost. The North-East pipeline grid is to be implemented by Indradhanush Gas Grid, a joint venture of stateowned GAIL India, Indian Oil Corp (IOC), Oil and Natural Gas Corp (ONGC), Oil India Ltd (OIL) and
Numaligarh Refinery Ltd (NRL). The consortium had pitched for a 60 per cent funding support from the
government and would raise the rest via equity and debt. Without government support, the pipeline will
not be viable.
This is the second time that a gas pipeline project in the country will be funded by the government.
In 2016, the government provided a capital grant of ₹5,176 crore, or 40% of the project cost of the 2,655km Jagdishpur-Haldia and Bokaro-Dhamra (JHBDPL) gas pipeline project, which GAIL is currently
executing.
GAIL is also laying a 750-km line from Barauni to Guwahati as part of the ₹12,940 crore JHBDPL project,
which is also known as the Pradhan Mantri Urja Ganga’ project. This is proposed to be connected to the
North-East via the Indradhanush grid.
All other pipelines in the country have been funded by public or private sector companies. The project is
critical towards implementing the government’s Hydrocarbon Vision 2030 for the North-East.
About 20% of India’s natural gas production comes from the North-East. Out of about 75 million standard
cubic meters per day of gas output, 15 mmscmd come from North East.
Currently Assam, Arunachal Pradesh and Tripura have established gas production potential while there are
possibilities for the same in Nagaland and Manipur.
The funding support to the gas grid is a part of a broader goal of the government to raise the share of
natural gas in the country’s energy mix to 15% by 2030 from current 6.2%.
The government has envisaged developing the National Gas Grid. At present, about 16,788 km natural gas
pipeline is operational and about 14,239 km gas pipelines are being developed to increase the availability
of natural gas across the country.
Quantum of viability gap funding (VGF) would be capped at 60 per cent of estimated project cost and would
not be linked with upward capital cost variation.
For effective monitoring of the project implementation, a committee comprising of officials from Ministry of
Petroleum & Natural Gas, Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Development of North East Region,
Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, and Department of Fertilizers, may be formed, which
would periodically review the progress in its implementation and take steps to smoothen out any issues in
execution.
Gas pipeline grid will be developed in the eight states of the North-Eastern region -- Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura.
The capital grant will provide natural gas supplies to various types of consumers and would help in
substituting liquid fuels. The pipeline grid would ensure reliability and uninterrupted natural gas supplies
to the consumers which otherwise gets severely affected due to various reasons in this part of the country.

ATAL BHUJAL YOJANA






The Union government has launched Atal Bhujal Yojana (ATAL JAL), a Central Sector Scheme with a total
outlay of Rs.6000 crore to be implemented over a period of 5 years (2020-21 to 2024-25).
The scheme aims to improve ground water management through community participation in identified
priority areas in seven States, viz. Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan
and Uttar Pradesh. Implementation of the scheme is expected to benefit nearly 8350 Gram Panchayats in 78
districts in these States.
ATAL JAL will promote panchayat led ground water management and behavioural change with primary
focus on demand side management
Out of the total outlay of Rs. 6000 crore, 50% shall be in the form of World Bank loan, and be repaid by the
Central Government. The remaining 50% shall be through Central Assistance from regular budgetary
support. The entire World Bank's loan component and Central Assistance shall be passed on to the States as
Grants.

JANUARY 2020

[BestCurrentAffairs.com]

Page 2

[For IAS Prelims 2020]



[BestCurrentAffairs.com]

© BestCurrentAffairs.com. All Rights Reserved.

JANUARY 2020

Page 3

ATAL JAL has two major components:
 Institutional Strengthening and Capacity Building Component for strengthening institutional arrangements
for sustainable ground water management in the States including improving monitoring networks, capacity
building, strengthening of Water User Associations, etc.
 Incentive Component for incentivising the States for achievements in improved groundwater management
practices namely, data dissemination, preparation of water security plans, implementation of management
interventions through convergence of ongoing schemes, adopting demand side management practices etc.
ATAL JAL will result in:
 Institutional strengthening for improving ground water monitoring networks and capacity building of
stakeholders at different levels which will enhance ground water data storage, exchange, analysis and
dissemination.
 Improved and realistic water budgeting based on an improved database and preparation of community-led
Water Security Plans at Panchayat level
 Implementation of Water Security Plans through convergence of various ongoing/new schemes of the
Government of India and State Governments to facilitate judicious and effective utilization of funds for
sustainable ground water management.
 Efficient use of available ground water resources with emphasis on demand side measures such as microirrigation, crop diversification, electricity feeder separation etc.
Impact:
 Source sustainability for Jal Jeevan Mission in the project area with active participation of local
communities.
 Will contribute towards the goal of doubling the farmers' income.
 Will promote participatory ground water management.
 Improved water use efficiency on a mass scale and improved cropping pattern;
 Promotion of efficient and equitable use of ground water resources and behavioural change at the
community level;
Background:
 Ground water contributes to nearly 65% of total irrigated area of the country and nearly 85% of the rural
drinking water supply. The limited ground water resources in the country are under threat due to the
increasing demands of growing population, urbanization and industrialization. Intensive, and unregulated
ground water pumping in many areas has caused rapid and widespread decline in ground water levels as
well as reduction in the sustainability of ground water abstraction structures. The problem of reduction in
ground water availability is further compounded by deteriorating ground water quality in some parts of the
country. The increasing stress on ground water due to over- exploitation, contamination and associated
environmental impacts threaten to endanger the food security of the nation, unless necessary preventive /
remedial measures are taken on priority.
 The Department of Water Resources, River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation, Ministry of Jal Shakti has
taken a pioneering initiative for ensuring long term sustainability of ground water resources in the country
through the Atal Bhujal Yojana (ATAL JAL) by adopting a mix of 'top down' and 'bottom up' approaches in
identified ground water stressed blocks in seven states, representing a range of geomorphic, climatic and
hydrogeologic and cultural settings. ATAL JAL has been designed with the principal objective of
strengthening the institutional framework for participatory ground water management and bringing about
behavioral changes at the community level for sustainable ground water resource management. The
scheme envisages undertaking this through various interventions, including awareness programmes,
capacity building, convergence of ongoing/new schemes and improved agricultural practices etc.
PANEL OKAYS SPECTRUM AUCTION PLAN



The Digital Communications Commission (DCC) approved plans to auction over 8,300 MHz of spectrum,
including airwaves to be used for offering 5G services, with a reserve price of ₹5.22 lakh crore.
However, there has been no reduction in the reserve price, for the airwaves that will be put to bid in
March/April 2020.
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The DCC has approved the recommendation of Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI).
The entire available spectrum — a little over 8,300 MHz across 22 telecom circles with a reserve price of
₹5,22,850 crore — will be put up for bidding. Out of the 8,300 MHZ of airwaves, 6,050 MHZ are allocated for
5G services.
As per the earlier rules, successful bidders had to pay upfront 25% of the charges for sub-1 Ghz band and
50% of charges for higher frequency bands. Now, in case the spectrum won is available later say after six
months, after eight months, the upfront payment will be 10% for sub-1 Ghz and 20% for higher frequency
bands. This is so that we know that the bidder is a serious player.
The spectrum which is being put on auction includes airwaves that may get vacated up to December 2021.
The proposal will now be sent to the Cabinet for approval.
Separately, the DCC also approved submarine fibre cable connectivity between Kochi and Lakshadweep
island, under which 11 islands will be connected through 2,041 km of submarine cables. The project is
estimated to cost ₹1,072 crore and will require the Cabinet’s approval.
The apex decision making body also approved using of VSAT (very small aperture terminal) to provide
connectivity to forces (Defence/Paramilitary) in border areas or remote areas. With the VSATs, it will be
possible to provide connectivity from 1-10 MBPS with a contention ratio of 1:10 (if there are 100 people, 10
people can use it any point in time) and along with the VSAT govt will provide an access point and an
Internet connection. Also, it will provide 1GB data free.
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The Union Cabinet has given its approval to release funds to the tune of Rs. 627.40 crore for the 10 projects
sanctioned during 2018-19 and additional Rs. 1854.67 crore for sanctioning of new projects during 201920 in Swadesh Darshan Scheme.
Under Swadesh Darshan Scheme, Ministry of Tourism is developing critical tourism infrastructure in the
country in a sustainable and inclusive manner to make India, a world class tourist destination.
The provision of this critical infrastructure will catalyse the private sector investment in revenue
generating projects which in turn would lead to positive enhancement of overall experience to the tourist
resulting into increased footfalls in the areas, growth of revenue and employment.
Background: Pursuant to the Budget Announcements of 2014-15 the Ministry of Tourism launched the
Swadesh Darshan Scheme (Central Sector Scheme) in January, 2015. Under the Scheme 15 circuits have
been identified for development namely Himalayan Circuit, North East Circuit, Krishna Circuit, Buddhist
Circuit and Coastal Circuit, Desert Circuit, Tribal Circuit, Eco Circuit, Wildlife Circuit, Rural Circuit, Spiritual
Circuit, Ramayana Circuit, Heritage Circuit, Tirthankar Circuit and Sufi Circuit.

TRANSFORMATIONAL ORGANISATIONAL RESTRUCTURING OF RAILWAYS







The Union Cabinet has approved a transformational organisational restructuring of the Indian Railways.
This historic reform will go a long way in achieving Government’s vision of making Indian Railways the
growth engine of India's vikas yatra. The reforms include:
Unification of the existing eight Group A services of the Railways into a Central Service called Indian
Railway Management Service (/RMS)
Re-organisation of Railway Board on functional lines headed by CRB with four Members and some
Independent Members
The existing service of Indian Railway Medical Service (IRMS) to be consequently renamed as Indian
Railway Health Service (IRHS)
Railways has an ambitious programme to modernise and provide the highest standards of safety, speed and
services to the passengers with a proposed investment of Rs. 50 lakh crore over the next 12 years. This
requires speed and scale, and a unified, agile organisation to work single-mindedly on this task and capable
of responding to challenges. Today's reforms are in a series of reforms that have been undertaken under
the present Government including merger of Rail Budget with Union Budget, delegation of powers to
empower GMs and field officers, allowing competitive operators to run trains etc.
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To meet next level challenges and deal with various existing difficulties there was a need to take this step.
Unlike Railway systems the world over, which have been corporatized, Indian Railways is managed by the
Government directly. It is organised into various departments such as Traffic, Civil, Mechanical, Electrical,
Signal & Telecom, Stores, Personnel, and Accounts etc. These departments are vertically separated from top
to bottom and are headed by a Secretary level officer (Member] in the Railway Board. This organization of
the department runs deep down to the grassroot level of the Railways. Unification of services will end this
'departmentalism', promote smooth working of Railways, expedite decision making, create a coherent
vision for organisation and promote rational decision making.
Unification of services has been recommended by various committees for reforming Railways including the Prakash Tandon Committee (1994), Rakesh Mohan Committee (2001), Sam Pitroda Committee (2012)
and Bibek Debroy Committee (2015).
This reform has been undertaken with the overwhelming support and consensus of Railway officers, at a
two-day conference "Parivartan Sangoshthi" held in Delhi on 7th and 8th December, 2019. To act on this
sentiment, and create confidence in Railway officers that their suggestions are valued, Railway Board held
an Extraordinary meeting of the Board during the conference on 8th December, 2019 itself, and
recommended a number of reforms including the ones mentioned.
It is now proposed to create a unified Group A' service called "Indian Railways Management Service"
(IRMS) from the next recruitment cycle. Creation of the new service will be done in consultation with DoPT
and UPSC to facilitate recruitment in the next recruitment year. It will enable Railways to recruit
engineers/non-engineers as per need, and offer equality of opportunity to both categories in career
progression. The modalities and unification of the services will be worked out by the Ministry of Railways
in consultation with DoPT with the approval of Alternate Mechanism to be appointed by Cabinet in order to
ensure fairness and transparency. The process shall be completed within a year.
The newly recruited officers will come from Engineering and non-Engineering disciplines as per need and
posted as per their aptitude and specialisation to allow them to specialise in one field, develop an overall
perspective, and prepare them to take up general management responsibilities at senior levels. Selection
for the general management positions shall be through a merit-based system.
Railway board will no longer be organised on departmental lines, and replaced with a leaner structure
organised on functional lines. It will have a Chairman, who will act as 'Chief Executive Officer (CEO)' along
with 4 Members responsible for Infrastructure, Operations & Business Development, Rolling Stock and
Finance respectively. The Chairman shall be the cadre controlling officer responsible for Human resources
(HR) with assistance from a DG (HR). 3 Apex level posts shall be surrendered from Railway Board and all
the remaining posts of the Railway Board shall be open to all officers regardless of the service to which they
belonged.
The Board will also have some independent Members (the number to be decided by competent authority
from time to time), who will be highly distinguished professionals with deep knowledge and 30 years of
experience including at the top levels in industry, finance, economics and management fields. The
Independent Members will help Railway Board in setting a strategic direction. The restructured Board will
start functioning after approval of the Board taking due care to ensure that officers are posted in the
restructured Board or adjusted in the same pay and rank till their retirement.

CENSUS OF INDIA 2021 AND NATIONAL POPULATION REGISTER




The Union Cabinet, has approved the proposal for conducting Census of India 2021 at a cost of Rs. 8,754.23
crore and updation of National Population Register (NPR) at a cost of Rs. 3,941.35 crore.
Census of India will cover the entire population in the country while NPR will also cover all the population
except in the state of Assam.
The Indian Census is largest administrative and statistical exercise in the world. The next decennial Census
is due in 2021 and would be conducted in two phases:
1. House listing and Housing Census - April to September, 2020 and
2. Population Enumeration - 9th February to 28th February, 2021.
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The National Population Register (NPR) will also be updated along with House listing and Housing Census
except in Assam.
 30 lakh field functionaries will complete this gigantic exercise of national importance, up from 28 lakh in
2011.
 Use of mobile app for data collection and the Central portal for monitoring purpose will ensure early
release of Census data with improved quality.
 Data dissemination will be much better and in a user friendly way so that all the queries on required
parameters for policy making will be made available on the click of a button.
 Census-as-a-service (CaaS) will deliver on-demand data to ministries in a clean, machine-readable and
actionable format.
Major impact including employment generation potential:
 Census is not a mere statistical exercise. The results will be made available to general public in a userfriendly manner.
 All the data would be put for use of all stake holders and users including Ministries, Departments, State
Governments, research organisations etc.
 Data sharing to all, up to the lowest Administrative Unit i.e. Village/Ward level.
 Block level data of Enumeration to Delimitation Commission for delimitation of the Parliamentary and
Assembly Constituencies.
 Census data is a powerful tool for public policy when combined with other administrative or survey data.
Census-as-a-Service (CaaS) will deliver on-demand data to various Ministries/ State Governments and
other stake holders in a user friendly, machine readable and actionable format with facilities like dashboard
etc.
 One of the major outcome of these two mammoth exercises will be direct as well as indirect employment
generation across India including the far flung areas. This will be in addition to the payment of honorarium
to Census functionaries for additional work undertaken by them for Census and NPR. Approximately
48,000 manpower will be engaged for about 2,900 days at the local levels. In another words, around 2.4
crore man-days employment would be generated. Further, the provision of technical manpower at Charge/
District/ State level will also result in capacity building as the nature of job will be related to data collection
including digital mode and coordination. This will also help in future employment prospects of these
persons.
Implementation strategy and targets:
 The Census process involves visiting each and every household and canvassing separate questionnaire for
House listing and Housing Census and Population Enumeration.
 The enumerators, generally government teachers and appointed by the State Governments, will be doing
the work of NPR along with the Census in addition to their regular duties.
 Other Census functionaries at Sub-district, District and State levels will also be appointed by the
State/District Administration.
 New initiatives taken for the Census 2021 are:
(i) Use of Mobile App for the first time for data collection.
(ii) Census Monitoring & Management Portal as a single source for all officers/ officials involved in Census
activities to provide multi language support.
(iii) Facility of online self-enumeration for public during Population Enumeration phase. Code Directory to
record the descriptive responses saving time in processing of data.
(iv) Transfer of honorarium etc. to the Census functionaries for the Census & NPR related work directly to
their bank accounts using Public Financial Management System (PFMS) and Direct Benefit Transfer
(DBT) covering more than 60% of the total expenditure.
(v) Qualitative training to 30 lakh field functionaries and utilising services of national/state level training
institutes to prepare national and state level trainers.
 Background: Decennial Population Census is being conducted in India synchronously since 1872 without
break. Census 2021 will be 16th Census in the country and 8th after independence. Census is the biggest
source of primary data at village, town and ward level providing micro level data on various parameters
including Housing Condition; Amenities & Assets, Demography, Religion, SC & ST, Language, Literacy &
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INDIAN RAILWAYS HAS CREATED E-FILES REPLACING MANUAL FILES








E-Office has been implemented over 58 establishments of Indian Railways to provide reliable, efficient, and
effective way to handle office files & documents. Quick disposal of files and systematic, timely monitoring of
pending files has been the other immediate advantage of NIC e-Office.
72000+Digital Files have been created in mere 6 months’ time over 58 establishments of Indian Railways
replacing manual file. The NIC e-office, implemented by RailTel for Indian Railways is helping Indian
Railways to adapt paperless work culture saving tons of paper every day. In the phase I of the project
RailTel has created 50000+ users in these 58 establishments of Indian Railways and trained executives to
handle the platform.NIC e-Office is a cloud enabled software developed by National Informatics centre
(NIC) that is being deployed/hosted from RailTel Tier III certified data centres at Secundrabad and
Gurgaon. It is based on Central Secretariat Manual of e-Office Procedure (CSMeOP). e-Office fosters paperless culture which not only saves operational cost but also reduces the carbon foot print.
Implementation of e-Office has not only helped in saving paper but also increased pace and efficiency of the
users. More than 2,50,000 receipt has been created in the past few months.
RailTel team has managed to complete the implementation before the deadline and also managed people by
retraining and handholding for roll out.
Puneet Chawla, CMD/RailTel.

ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE MEDICAL UNIVERSITY





Prime Minister unveiled a plaque to mark the laying of foundation stone of Atal Bihari Vajpayee Medical
University in Lucknow.
On the day of Good Governance Day, the statue of Atal ji was unveiled in the building from which the UP
government runs.
Good Governance Day is observed in India annually on the 25th day of December, the birth anniversary of
former-Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee.
Good Governance Day was established in 2014 to honor Prime Minister Vajpayee by fostering awareness
among the Indian people of accountability in government.

OPERATIONAL GUIDELINES FOR JAL JEEVAN MISSION (JJM)
The Prime Minister released the Operational Guidelines of JJM. The Operational Guidelines will help various
functionaries involved in the implementation of Jal Jeevan Mission.
 The Union Cabinet on 13.08.2019 approved Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) to provide Functional Household Tap
Connection (FHTC) to every rural household by 2024.
 As per the information available, out of 17.87 Crore rural households in the country, about 14.6 Crore
which accounts for 81.67% are yet to have household water tap connections. The total project cost is
estimated to be about Rs 3.60 lakh Crore. Central share will be Rs.2.08 lakh Crore. The fund sharing pattern
to be 90:10 for Himalayan and North-Eastern States; 50:50 for other States and 100% for UTs.
 Broad contours of the JJM was circulated to all the States/ UTs giving details of the Mission and expected
actions from States/ UTs. A National Level State Ministers’ conference chaired by Hon’ble Minister of Jal
Shakti was held on 26/8/2019, wherein modalities of implementation of JJM were discussed at length.
The salient features of the guidelines are as follows:
1. Time bound completion of schemes taken up under National Rural Drinking Water Programme (NRDWP)
has been proposed by providing FHTC to every rural household. No extension of time or cost escalation will
be allowed except for the cost towards retrofitting the same to provide FHTCs.
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2. Priority to cover water quality affected habitations under JJM will be given.
3. For the implementation of JJM, following institutional arrangement has been proposed:
 National Jal Jeevan Mission at the Central level;
 State Water and Sanitation Mission (SWSM) at State level;
 District Water and Sanitation Mission (DWSM) at district level; and
 Gram Panchayat and/ or its sub-committees i.e. Village Water Sanitation Committee (VWSC)/ Paani
Samiti at village Level.
4. Extra budgetary resources will be made available for JJM and is proposed to be allocated along with Gross
Budgetary Support among States/ UTs as per the allocation criteria.
5. Good performance of the States/ UTs will be incentivized out of the fund not utilized by other States at the
fag end of the financial year.
6. The fund released by Central Government to the State Governments is to be deposited in one Single Nodal
Account (SNA) that will be maintained by SWSM along with State matching share to be transferred within
15 days of Central release. Public Finance Management System (PFMS) should be used for tracking the
funds.
7. The physical and financial progress of the mission is proposed to be monitored through IMIS and fund
utilization through PFMS.
8. No expenditure towards centage charges, O&M cost of the schemes like electricity charges, salary of regular
staff and purchase of land, etc. will be allowed out of Central share.
9. Imbibing the spirit of 73rd Amendment of Constitution of India, Gram Panchayats or its sub-committees
will play a crucial role in planning, designing, execution, operations and maintenance of the in-village
infrastructure.
10. To bring in sense of ownership and pride among rural communities, 5% capital cost contribution towards
in-village water supply infrastructure in hilly, forested, and more than 50% SC/ ST dominant population
villages, and 10% in the remaining villages is proposed.
11. Communities to be rewarded by providing 10% of the in-village infrastructure cost of the scheme which
will be maintained by them as a revolving fund to meet any unforeseen expenditure due to break down, etc.
12. To handhold and facilitate the implementation of in-village infrastructure and community participation
process, Gram Panchayat and/ or its sub-committee, Implementation Support Agencies (ISAs), viz. Self-Help
Groups (SHGs)/ CBOs/ NGOs/ VOs, etc. is proposed to be identified and empanelled by state government
and engaged by SWSM/ DWSM as per the requirement.
13. In order to ensure faster implementation with ‘speed and scale’ in a time-bound manner for providing
FHTC in every rural household by 2024, it is proposed to forge partnership with all stakeholders in water
sector namely; voluntary organizations, sector partners, professionals in water sector, foundations and CSR
arms of various corporates.
14. JJM aims at providing potable water in adequate quantity i.e. 55 litre per capita per day (lpcd) of prescribed
quality i.e. BIS Standard of IS: 10500 on regular basis. Assured availability of safe drinking water in the
household premises will improve the health and thereby socio-economic condition of the rural population
and will also bring down the drudgery of rural women, especially girls.
15. Every village is to prepare a village action plan (VAP) which will be essentially having three components
namely; i.) water source & its maintenance ii.) water supply and iii.) grey water management. Village action
plan will be aggregated at district level to formulate the District action plan which will be aggregated at
State level to formulate the State action plan. State action plan will give a holistic view especially covering
projects like regional grids, bulk water supply and distribution projects to address the needs of water
stressed areas and will also have a plan for ensuring drinking water security in the State.
16. SWSM will decide rate contracts and empanel reputed construction agencies/ vendors through centralized
tendering and also to prepare design templates for expeditious implementation.
17. Mandatory source sustainability measures like rain water harvesting, groundwater recharge and other
water conservation measures as along with grey water management (including reuse) are proposed to be
undertaken in convergence with MGNREGS and grants under Finance Commission, State Finance
Commission, District Mineral Development Fund (DMF), etc. It has been proposed to assess and pool the
fund available for drinking water supply from various sources be it, Government such as MPLADS,
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MLALADS, DMDF or donations whether at State level or village level be strictly utilized as per the approved
plans. This helps in preventing creation of parallel water supply infrastructure deviating from the approved
plan.
The guidelines also propose that States will have a definite O&M policy especially to meet with the O&M
requirements like monthly energy cost of the PWS scheme, by ensuring cost recovery from user groups and
thereby avoiding any unwanted burden on public exchequer.
JJM envisages a structural change in the provision of drinking water supply services. The service provision
should change to ‘utility based approach’ centered on ‘service delivery’. Such a reform is proposed in the
guidelines so as to enable the institutions to function as utilities focusing on services and recover water
tariff/ user fee.
Measuring water to ascertain the availability and the quality using sensors based IoT technologies is also
proposed in the guidelines.
Third party inspection is proposed to be undertaken before making any payment to instill accountability.
Functionality assessment of the schemes implemented under JJM will be done by Department/ NJJM.
The guidelines also list support activities like HRD, IEC, Skill Development, etc. to be taken up under JJM.
Similarly, Water Quality Monitoring and Surveillance is proposed to be an important component under JJM
wherein setting up and maintenance of water quality testing labs by the PHE Department and surveillance
activities by community will be taken up so as to ensure that the water supplied is of prescribed quality and
thereby definition of functionality under JJM is adhered to.
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Union Minister of Home Affairs announced a slew of developmental projects for the overall development of
Delhi and welfare of its people.
On the occasion of foundation Stone laying ceremony of Integrated Development of East Delhi Hub as Chief
Guest in New Delhi, he said, creation of riverfronts on both banks of Yamuna and its beautification, a
dedicated cycle track in Delhi to promote green transportation and reduce road accidents, development of
JJ clusters are some of the works would be taken on Priority basis.
Integrated Development of East Delhi Hub: 1400 crore rupees and 30 hectares of land have been dedicated
for this scheme. The scheme would be completed well in time. He noted that this would be a mixed use
scheme, with 70% land earmarked for residential purposes, 20% for commercial purposes and 10% land
for public facilities.
He said that the scheme would include housing for poor as well as stations for pink and violet Metro lines.
He added that the housing would include 4526 units for middle class and 288 for Economically Weaker
Sections (EWS).
He also promised that 30% area would be marked as green open public space, which would help mitigate
pollution. He further noted that public facilities in the hub would include a Harit Bhawan, a cultural centre,
a skywalk and basement parking facilities, among other things.
Lieutenant Governor of Delhi: Anil Baijal.

QUALITY MANDATE IN HIGHER EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS




Union Human Resource Development Minister launched the 5 documents developed by UGC covering the 5
verticals of Quality Mandate in New Delhi. These five documents cover evaluation reforms, eco-friendly and
sustainable university campuses, human values & professional ethics, faculty induction and academic
research integrity.
To improve the quality in Higher Educational Institutions, University Grants Commission has adopted the
Higher Education Quality Improvement Programme Mandate. The quality mandate aims at evolving higher
education system to equip country’s next generation with vital skills, knowledge and ethics for leading a
rewarding life.
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Minister said that in order to make student assessment more meaningful, effective and linked to ‘Learning
Outcomes’, the report ‘Evaluation Reforms inHigher Educational Institutions in India’ is very timely and
beneficial for HEIs.
Further referring to SATAT- Framework for Eco-Friendly and Sustainable Campus development in Higher
Educational Institutions, he said that the framework encourages universities to adopt reflective policies and
practices to enhance the environmental quality of thecampus and to adopt sustainable green and
sustainable methods in its future.
Recognising the need to discuss and streamline the process that helps to infuse the culture of human values
and ethics in educational institutions, UGC has also developed a policy framework- “MulyaPravah –
Guidelines for Inculcation of Human values and ProfessionalsEthics in Higher Educational Institutions”.
In addition, the Guidelines for Guru-Dakshta – A guide to Faculty Induction Programme (FIP) will fulfill its
main objective to sensitise and motivate the faculty to adopt learner centred approaches, ICT integrated
learning and new pedagogic approaches to teaching-learning, assessment tools in higher education
Minister lauded UGC’s efforts for setting up a Consortium for Academic and Research Ethics (UGC-CARE) to
continuously monitor and identify quality journals across disciplines.

TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS INAUGURATED


















Secretary, Department of Heavy Industry inaugurated three Technology Development Projects at IISc
Bangalore and Central Manufacturing Technology Institute (CMTI) Bengaluru recently. He also inaugurated
two Technology Development Projects at PSG College of Technology and Scientific and Industrial Testing
and Research Centre (SiTARC), Coimbatore respectively.
IISc Bangalore has developed a technology for metal additive printing machine with DHI support. This is
niche technology and the development is being done for the first time in India.
An Industry 4.0 SAMARTH UDYOG Centre is also coming up at IIScBangalore in order to support Indian
manufacturing to adopt and assimilate Industry 4.0 technology such as Data Analytics, 3 D Printing,
Artificial Intelligence, Virtual Reality, roboties machine to Machine Communication, Smarting of Legacy
machine.
A Sensor Technology manufacturing / Fabrication facility is also coming up at CMTI, Bengaluru with the
help of the DHI. Sensor Technology will help in making products and machines smart through deployment
of function specific sensor specially designed for data extraction. Another Facility for Nano technology is
also coming up in CMTI that will provide better alternative route for precision manufacturing in strategic
sectors.
PSG College Coimbatore along with Industry partners developed Welding Robots, special alloy electrodes,
power supply with the support of DHI. Indigenous technology has been developed at SiTARC by triad of
Academia, Industry and Government for development of Smart Submersible Pumping Solutions for
Industrial and Water Supply Applications.
Department of Heavy Industry in the Ministry of Heavy Industries and Public Enterprises had launched a
pilot scheme in November 2014 for enhancement of competitiveness in the Indian capital goods sector. The
scheme is focused on making the Indian capital goods sector globally competitive and give a boost to the
Indian economy. The scheme addresses the issue of technological depth creation in the capital goods sector
besides creating common industrial facility centers.
The scheme consists of five components which are Advanced Centres of Excellence, Integrated Industrial
Infrastructure Facilities (IIFC), Common Engineering Facility Centre (CEFC), Testing & Certification Centre
(T&CC) and Technology Acquisition Fund Programme (TAFP).
A Screening Committee of DHI has selected 25 projects which include:
 Development of Shuttle less rapiers looms of 450 RPM at CMTI, Bengaluru
Additive Manufacturing technology for High Performance Metallic Alloys at IISc, Bengaluru
 Development of Smart Submersible (6 inch) Pumping Solutions for Industrial and Water Supply
Applications at SiTARC, Coimbatore
 Development of 5 Cubic Meter Hydraulic Excavator - HEX 400 at HEC, Ranchi
IIT Madras:
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 Development of Orbital Motion Abrasive Cutting
 Development of Multi-station Grinding and Polishing Machine
 Development of 5-axis Multi-tasking Machine
 Development of Direct Drive Machine
 Development of Ultra Precision Micromachining Center
 Development of Low Cost Machine Tending Robot
 Automation of Grinding Process Intelligence
 Thermal Compensation System for CNC Lathes
 Development of 5kW feed drives and 25kW spindle drives for machine tool
Advanced Centres of Excellence (CoEs):
Eight Centres of Excellence (CoEs) for Technology Development have been established at IIT Madras, IIT
Delhi, IIT Kharagpur, IISc, CMTI, HEC/PSG College of Technology etc. Technologies have been developed
with industry partners in sectors like machine tools, textile machinery, earth moving machinery,
metallurgical machinery and welding, submersible pumps.
CoEs at IIT Madras, IISc, Bengaluru, PSG College of Technology, Coimbatore, Sitarc, Coimbatore and HEC
Ranchi have already been completed. Shuttle less rapier looms of 450 RPM developed by CMTI are under
testing at the facility of the industry partner at Surat. Development of the rest of the Centres of Excellence at
IIT Kharagpur and IIT Delhi is at an advanced stage.
The list of 8 CoEs is as under:
1. CoE at CMTI, Bengaluru by TMMA for development of shuttle less rapiers looms of 450 RPM
2. CoE at IIT, Madras for development of 11 advanced technologies for Machine Tools & Production
Technology
3. CoE at PSG College of Technology for development of three Welding Technologies
4. COE at Coimbatore by Sitarc on Smart Submersible (6 inch) Pumping Solutions for Industrial and Water
Supply Applications
5. CoE at IIT Delhi for Textile Machinery
6. CoE at IIT Kharagpur for Advanced Manufacturing
7. CoE at HEC, Ranchi for manufacturing Hydraulic Excavator by HEC with institutional support of ISM
Dhanbad
8. CoE at IISc-Bengaluru with Wipro 3D for design and development of 3 D Printing technologies
A 500-acre world class machine tool park has been established in Tumkuru, Karnataka in partnership with
Government of Karnataka. The Park is in the centre of machine tools cluster and will strengthen the output
of the machine tools sector. 108 acres of land has already been allotted to 12 companies.
R&D capabilities in Institutions of Eminence are being leveraged to develop cutting edge industrial
technologies so that challenges of manufacturing sector emerging from huge imports of high tech products
can be dealt with. India also lags behind in manufacturing technologies. These challenges are being
addressed through this scheme of DHI that will soon be scaled up and is specifically designed to tackle these
challenges.
The manufacturing sector is crucial for the development of the country’s economy as the Capital Goods
industry contributes about 12% to the total manufacturing activity in India that is about 2% of the GDP. The
Government of India has set a target of USD onetrillion manufacturing economy in the next five years and to
achieve this the sector has to grow at double digits.

INDIAN RAILWAY MANAGEMENT SERVICE




Unification of eight existing services of Indian Railways for Indian Railway Management Service (IRMS) will
be done at all levels i.e. from Junior Scale to HAG+. However, modalities for unification and assignment of
inter se seniority will be decided by Alternative Mechanism. For this, Ministry of Railways and DOPT will
together to work out the necessary formula before it is taken up by Alternative Mechanism. It will be
ensured that no one will be at a disadvantage.
27 posts of GMs have been upgraded to apex grade. It will be ensured that eligible officers of all the
erstwhile services get apex grade post of GM. In the cabinet note approved, it has been mentioned that
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officers of IRMS (constituted by 8 services) only will be eligible to become the Functional Members and
Chairman/CEO of Railway Board. The number of Independent members will be decided by the Government.
They will be non- Executive Members and will attend the Board meetings. They will not be involved in dayto-day functioning of Railways. Their experience of market and field will help in strategic planning of Indian
Railways.
Efforts will be made to complete the unification at the earliest. Officers will continue doing the work which
they were doing at present. Domain knowledge will be taken into consideration while deciding a posting.
Future recruits to IRMS will be made through UPSC(Civil Services) in consultation with UPSC and DOPT.
The reforms as suggested by various committees from time to time including Prakash Tandon Committee
(1994) have been largely adopted.
Apparently, officers of three wings — Indian Railway Traffic Service (IRTS), Indian Railway Account Service
(IRAS) and Indian Railway Personal Service (IRPS) — all chosen from the Union Public Service Exam
(UPSC) are ahead in seniority when compared to their peers in engineering services from two up to four
years.

WORLD’S LARGEST EVER CATTLE VACCINATION PROGRAMME












The Government has launched a new scheme National Animal Disease Control Programme for FMD and
Brucellosiswith a financial outlay of Rs. 13,343.00 crore for five years (2019-20 to 2023-24) by vaccinating
100% cattle, buffalo, sheep, goat and pig population for FMD and 100% bovine female calves of 4-8 months
of age for brucellosis to prevent loss of Rs. 50,000 crore to the Government exchequer and also to increase
the economic output of farmers.
The mission mode approach for eradication of these diseases is the biggest step any country of the world
has ever taken either for human or animal vaccination programme to control any disease. This programme
combined with providing unique PashuAadhar to 535 million animals (Cattle, buffalo, sheep, goat, and pig).
Nationwide Artificial Insemination Programme for 20,000 bovine per district for 600 districts in the
country was recently launched by the Government in September, 2019 which is one of the largest such
programmes with 100% central assistance for undertaking breed improvement. In future, this will be
expanded across all the breedable bovine population of 600 districts so that India achieves 70% AI
coverage.Under NAIP, more than 11 lakhs AI has been done as on 31.12.2019.
DAHD launched Quality Milk Programme on 24.07.2019 with the objectives to achieve Global
(Codex)standards for domestic consumption of milk and ensuring traceability & increasing share of milk
and milk products in world exports.
In the first phase of the programme during 2019-20, approval has been granted for strengthening of 231
dairy plants under “National Programme for Dairy Development” scheme to equip them to detect
adulterants in milk (Urea, maltodextrin, ammonium sulphate, detergent, sugar, neutralisers etc.).
FTIR technology based Milk Analyser (for accurate detection and estimation of milk composition and
adulterants) to 139 dairy plants of 30,000 litre capacities and above and 92 Dairy Plants below 30,000
litres capacity with Electronic Milk Analyser with adulteration testing equipment. In addition one each of
State Central laboratory for 18 States has been approved. The total cost of the project was Rs.271.64 crore.
Out of this, an amount of Rs.128.56 crore has been released to States as first instalment during 2019-20.
Once implemented in June 2020, all the cooperative dairy plants of the country will be able to supply
Quality Milk tested on all microbiological, chemical and physical parameters to their consumers.

UIDAI-RUN AADHAAR SEVA KENDRAS




The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) has opened 28 Aadhaar Seva Kendras (ASK) as part of
its plan to open 114 stand-alone Aadhaar Enrolments & Update Centres across the country. These are in
addition to about 38,000 Aadhaar enrolment centers run by Banks, Post Offices and State Governments.
These ASKs which are open on all days of the week, have so far catered to over 3 Lakh residents of which a
sizeable number are Divyang persons.
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While Aadhaar enrolment is free, a nominal charge of Rs.50 is payable for updating details like adding
mobile number to Aadhaar, updating address, etc.
The list of 28 Aadhaar Seva Kendras operational in different parts of the country is given below:
S. No.
City Name
ASK Address
1
Agra
Sanjay Place
2
Bengaluru
Next to Pai Vista Convention Center, Near South End Circle
3
Bhopal
Danish Nagar
4
Bhopal
Maharana Pratap Nagar
5
Chandigarh
Sector - 17A
6
Chennai
Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Koyembedu
7
Dehradun
Niranjanpur, GMS Road
8
Dehradun
Race Course
9
Delhi
Akshardham Metro Station Building
10
Delhi
Inderlok Metro Mall
11
Delhi
Mohan Cooperative Industrial Estate, Near Mohan Estate
Metro Station
12
Dhanbad
Univista Tower, Sector - I, Saraidhela, Near Big Bazar
13
Guwahati
Lachit Nagar, Ulubari
14
Hisar
Metropolis Mall, Delhi Road
15
Hubli
Classic Enclave, Chitguppi Park, Behind Kotak Mahindra
Bank, Club Road
16
Hyderabad
Reliance Cyber Ville, Vittal Rao Nagar, Madhapur
17
Jaipur
Orbit Mall, Ajmer Road, Civil Lines Metro Station
18
Kolkata
Asyst Park, Sector-V, Bidhannagar
19
Lucknow
Ratan Square, Vidhan Sabha Marg, Lalbagh
20
Mysuru
CCK Complex, Kalidasa Road, Vijayanagar 1st Stage
21
Nagpur
Bilquis Plaza, Passport Office Building, Sadiqabad,
Mankapur
22
Patna
Sai Tower, New Dak Bunglow Road, Near Hotel Utsav
23
Raipur
Shyam Plaza, Pandri Bus Stand, Main Road, Pandri
24
Ranchi
Estate Plaza, Behind Mangal Tower, Near Kantatoli Chowk,
Kokar Road
25
Ranchi
The Galaxia Mall, Near Piska Mor, Opp. Kali Mandir, Ratu
Road
26
Shimla
C.K. Mall, ISBT Tutikandi, Tutikandi
27
Silvassa
Shradha Complex, Near HDFC Bank, Amli Industrial Area
28
Vijayawada
Opp Municipal Water Tank, Labbipet

NATIONAL DISASTER RESPONSE FORCE ACADEMY





Union Minister for Home Affairs, dedicated to the Nation the new campus of the National Fire Service
College (NFSC) in Nagpur. The Home Minister presented Fire Service Gallantry Medals and awards to
meritorious students of the NFSC during the event. Further, he also laid the foundation of the National
Disaster Response Force (NDRF) Academy at Nagpur. He also announced Subhash Chandra Bose Award in
the field of Disaster Management.
Though fire services is a State subject, all States would have a better coordination with the Centre to fight
fire disasters through the NFSC.
NDRF has emerged as the leading disaster management force globally and it has achieved all benchmarks
under Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction.
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MoS PMO inaugurated the first Capacity Building Programme on General Financial Rules-2017, eProcurement and Government e-Marketplace (GeM) at Convention Centre, Jammu.
The capacity building program is being conducted by the Department of Administrative Reforms and Public
Grievances, Govt. of India in collaboration with Govt. of Jammu & Kashmir, National Centre for Good
Governance (NCGG), National Institute of Financial Management (NIFM) and Institute of Management,
Public Administration and Rural Development (IMPARD) for 385 officials of the Govt. of Jammu and
Kashmir.
This was a third major conference being organized in the Union territory within a span of two months. The
Minster said that since every Central law is now applicable to the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, it
was necessary to unlearn the things that were learnt in the past in order to adopt to the new system. The
Minister reiterated that all the Central laws like the Right to Information Act, Land Registration Act,
Prevention of Corruption Act and the like, had become applicable to the Union Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir right from 31st October, 2019.
He said that a bamboo workshop-cum-exhibition and a Pension Adalat would also be organised within this
month.

[For IAS Prelims 2020]

CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAMME ON GFR-2017, E-PROCUREMENT & GEM

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has given its approval as under:
 The North East Gas Grid project of Indradhanush Gas Grid Limited with viability Gap Funding/ Capital
Grant at 60% of the estimated cost of Rs 9265 crore (Including interest during construction). Quantum of
VGF would be capped at 60% of estimated project cost and would not be linked with upward capital cost
variation.
 MoPNG shall identify milestones for major activities for this project and link the same for releases of capital
grant of the project.
 For effective monitoring of the project implementation, a Committee comprising of officials from Ministry
of Petroleum & Natural Gas, Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Development of North East Region,
Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, and Department of Fertilizers, may be formed, which
would periodically review the progress in implementation of the project and take steps to smoothen out
any issues in execution.
 Total length of pipeline is 1656 KM and tentative project cost is Rs 9265 crore.As per the plan, Gas Pipeline
Grid would be developed in the eight states of the North-Eastern region i.e. Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura.
 The Capital Grant will provide natural gas supplies to various types of consumers viz. Industrial,
PNG(Domestic), CNG (Transport) etc. and would immensely help in substituting the liquid fuels. The
pipeline grid would ensure reliability and uninterrupted natural gas supplies to the consumers which
otherwise gets severely affected due to various reasons in this part of the country.
 Availability of Natural gas across the region is expected to boost industrial growth without impacting the
environment and would offer better quality of life to the people in general due to use of cleaner and green
fuel.
Socio-Economic and Environmental Benefits:
 Development of industrial climate in eight states of the north-eastern region i.e. Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura.
 Reduction in the usage of kerosene, wood etc. due to increased usage of environment friendly fuel natural
gas thereby improving the environment in the region.
 Improvement in the standard of living of peoples living in the region.
 It will boost Exploration & Production activities and connect regional gas sources with pipeline network for
early monetisation of natural resources in the region.
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Possibility of installing bottling plants for LPG can be explored for reducing transportation cost.
Uninterrupted supply of LPG and other valueadded products can be ensured in the region which will bring
energy security to the people in the area.
Background: To usher in Gas based economy and to increase the share of natural gas in country's primary
energy mix, Government is taking focused steps viz. enhancing domestic gas production, expeditious
development of gas infrastructure including pipelines, City Gas Distribution (CGD) networks and Regasified Liquefied Natural Gas (R-LNG) Terminals as well as development of Gas market by providing open
access to gas infrastructure.
Indradhanush Gas Grid Limited (IGGL), a joint venture company of five CPSEs (IOCL, ONGC, GAIL, OIL and
NRL) has been incorporated on 10.08.2018 to develop and operate Natural gas pipeline grid in North-East
region. Petroleum & Natural Gas Regulatory Board (PNGRB) has also issued provisional authorization to
IGGL on 14.09.2018 for the development of North-East Gas pipeline grid.

IP BASED VIDEO SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM AT RAILWAY STATIONS










In order to enhance security at Railway stations which are major hubs of transportation, Indian Railways is
in the process of installing Internet Protocol (IP) based Video Surveillance System (VSS) at stations, that is,
waiting halls, reservation counters, parking areas, main entrance/ exit, platforms, foot over bridges,
booking offices etc. Railway Board has approved works for provision of Video Surveillance System covering
983 stations over Indian Railways under Nirbhaya funds. This year a budget of Rs. 250 crore was allotted to
Indian Railways from Nirbhaya fund for installation of video surveillance system.
RailTel, a Miniratna PSU under Ministry of Railways, has been entrusted with the work of providing IP
based VSS with video analytics and facial recognition system. To have a better coverage and clearer image,
four types of Full HD Cameras – Dome type (for indoor areas), Bullet type (for platforms), Pan Tilt Zoom
type (for parking areas) and Ultra HD- 4k cameras (for crucial locations) are being provided.
CCTV camera live feeds are displayed on multiple screens at the Railway Protection Force (RPF) control
room for monitoring. Each HD camera at the station consumes approximately 1TB of data and 4k camera
consumes 4 TB data per month. The recording of the video feeds from CCTV cameras will be stored for 30
days for playback, post event analysis and for investigation purposes. Important videos can be stored for
longer duration.
In the first phase, VSS is being installed at 200 stations Pan India and as on date work has been completed
at 81 stations across India. The Video Surveillance System will be extended to other stations and coaches
soon. The work is being done utilizing the Nirbhaya fund for ensuring better safety for women.
Puneet Chawla, Chairman and Managing Director, RailTel.

FIRST SOLAR SECTION IN SOUTH CENTRAL RAILWAY






Indian Railways has planned to source about 1000 Mega Watt (MW) Solar Power and about 200 MW of
wind power progressively by 2021-22 across Zonal Railways & Production Units. Of this, 500 Mega Watt
(MW) solar plants are to be installed on the roof top of Railway buildings which will be used to meet nontraction loads at Railway Stations, etc. About 500 MW land based solar plants will be used to meet both
traction & non-traction requirements.
South Central Railway is one of the zones actively implementing several measures aimed at energy
conservation by harnessing renewable energy. One of the significant actions taken in this direction has
been the installation of solar panels at stations, service buildings, LC gates etc across the zone. Taking this
step to the next level, for the first time all the stations in a particular section of the South Central Railway
have been provided with solar panels at one stretch to tap the natural energy. This will not only help in
meeting power needs of all the stations in the section but also save expenditure for the Railways.
The Nandyal – Yerraguntla section in Guntakal Division has been declared as the first solar section in South
Central Railway. Nandyal – Yerraguntla section is a new railway line laid by Railways and opened for
passenger traffic in the year 2016 to bring the hinterland areas into rail map by providing rail connectivity.
All the 08 stations in the section – Madduru, Banaganapalle, Koilakuntla, Sanjamala, Nossam, S.Uppalapadu,
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Jammalamadugu and Proddutur – have been provided with solar panels capable of meeting all the power
needs at these railway stations.
In order to make use of solar power, 37 kWp off Grid Roof Top Solar plants along with 250/125 Wp solar
panels have been installed in each station.
16 stations have already been declared Green Railway stations across Indian Railways, which are meeting
energy needs completely either through solar or wind power. These stations are Roha, Pen, Apta in Central
Railway, Niamatpur halt, Kanhaipur halt, Teka Bigha halt, Mai halt, Garsanda halt, Niyazipur halt,
Dhamaraghat in East Central Railway, Shri Mata Vaisno Devi, Shimla in Northern Railway, Unhel, Khanderi,
Bajud, Ambli Road, Sadanapura & Sachin in Western Railway – are 100% Green Powered stations.

INDIAN CYBER CRIME COORDINATION CENTRE








Union Minister for Home Affairs, inaugurated the Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (I4C) and also
dedicated National Cyber Crime Reporting Portal to the Nation. This state-of-the-art Centre is located in
New Delhi.
The scheme to setup I4C was approved in October 2018 at an estimated cost of Rs. 415.86 crore, to deal
with all types of cybercrimes in a comprehensive and coordinated manner. It has seven components viz.,
National Cyber Crime Threat Analytics Unit, National Cyber Crime Reporting Portal, National Cyber Crime
Training Centre, Cyber Crime Ecosystem Management Unit, National Cyber Crime Research and Innovation
Centre, National Cyber Crime Forensic Laboratory Ecosystem and Platform for Joint Cyber Crime
Investigation Team. At the initiative of Union Ministry for Home Affairs (MHA), 15 States and UTs have
given their consent to set up Regional Cyber Crime Coordination Centres at respective States/UTs.
National Cyber Crime Reporting Portal (www.cybercrime.gov.in) is a citizen-centric initiative that will
enable citizens to report cyber crimes online through the portal. All the cyber crime related complaints will
be accessed by the concerned law enforcement agencies in the States and Union Territories for taking
action as per law.
This portal was launched on pilot basis on 30th August, 2019 and it enables filing of all cyber crimes with
specific focus on crimes against women, children, particularly child pornography, child sex abuse material,
online content pertaining to rapes/gang rapes, etc.

CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE IN BLOCKCHAIN TECHNOLOGY IN BENGALURU






National Informatics Centre (NIC) has set up the Centre of Excellence (CoE) in Blockchain Technology in
Bengaluru, Karnataka, aiming to provide Blockchain as a service and allowing all stakeholders to benefit
from shared learning, experiences and resources.
National Informatics Centre (NIC) as a premier technology advisor and ICT solution provider to
Government at all levels, has always taken the first step to introduce the latest technologies and services in
government, be it the introduction of ICT in Government, establishment of NICNET or National Knowledge
Network (NKN), development of critical e-Governance solutions and a host of other services required by
the Government.
The Centre of Excellence will facilitate the Government Departments in building proof of concepts for use of
Blockchain technology in different dimensions of governance leading to large scale deployment of some
such applications. With National Informatics Centre (NIC) providing a robust and an agile infrastructure,
the CoE shall also provide Blockchain as a Service (BaaS) for efficient hosting of Blockchain network.

YOUTH CO:LAB NATIONAL INNOVATION CHALLENGE




Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) NITI Aayog and United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) hosted a
three day long Youth Co:Lab -national innovation challenge in Delhi after a series of successful challenges
held in past two phases across the country.
As a part of the first phase of Youth Co: Lab’s national innovation challenge, a series of innovation
challenges were held in four cities– Jyothy Foundation (Bengaluru), AIC - Rambhau Mhalgi Prabodhini
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GOVT MOVES ON PLAN FOR NEW PARLIAMENT HOUSE













A 9.5-acre plot opposite the existing Parliament House is likely to be used for the construction of a new
Parliament building, with the government moving to change the land use of the plot currently designated
for recreational use to “Parliament House” in the Master Plan-2021 of Delhi.
In a notification by the Delhi Development Authority, the government sought objections and suggestions for
a period of 30 days on its proposal to change the land use of the plot, after which the land-use change will
be finalised. The plot is opposite Parliament House, with Red Cross Road to its north, Raisina Road to its
south and Parliament to its west, and is currently demarcated for recreational use in the form of a district
park.
This comes at a time the Union Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry, under which the DDA operates, is
preparing for a revamp of Parliament, the Central Vista and government offices in the area.
Also in the notification, the DDA proposed changing the land use of a 15-acre plot on Church Road near the
Central Secretariat bus terminal from transportation (bus terminal and parking) and recreational
(neighbourhood play area) to “govt office”.
The land use of a 7.7-acre plot to the south of Dr. Rajendra Prasad Road that houses the National Archives
was proposed to be changed from public and semi-public facilities to “govt. office” for 5.88 acres and
recreational (district park) for 1.88 acres.
Another plot on “South of Dr. Rajendra Prasad Road and East of Janpath”, spread over 24.7 acres, was
proposed to be changed from public and semi-public facilities to government office on 22.82 acres and
recreational (district park) on 1.88 acres.
The land use of a 4.5 acre-plot on east of Man Singh Road and south of Ashoka Road was proposed to be
change to government office from public and semi-public facilities. A plot of 24.7 acres located north of
Maulana Azad Road and east of Janpath was proposed to be used for government offices on 22.82 acres and
recreational (district park) over 1.88 acres.

NEW VANDE BHARAT TRAINS








The new rakes for Vande Bharat trains have been designed for faster, safer and more energy-efficient
operations. The Integral Coach Factory floated global tenders to procure electrics for 44 rakes.
The new train set with the capability to reach a speed of 160 kmph in 140 seconds would save running time
by 20% by virtue of its improved acceleration and light-weight body.
The specifications of the new design, approved by the Research Designs and Standards Organisation
(RDSO), compete with the earlier version (Train18 model) on various features, such as ride quality and
comfort on long journeys. The optimised rakes would be suitable for operations in flood conditions and
Jammu & Kashmir.
Indian Railways needs to introduce passenger train sets with distributed powering, working on 25,000V
single phase 50 Hz overhead equipment system. This project is driven by corporate mission of providing
semi high-speed trains with service speed of 160 kmph having world class technology and passenger
amenities.
The train set is also provided with explosion-proof, light weight lithium-iron-phosphate batteries specified
to provide back-up for duration of three hours, state-of-the-art aluminium body roof-mounted packaged
unit (RMPU) type air-conditioning units with thermal comfort based microprocessor controller. The peak
efficiency of propulsion system of these train sets will not be less than 87%, which provides for a more
robust, efficient and reliable system.
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Foundation (Mumbai), AIC - Prestige Inspire Foundation (Indore) and AIC - Mahamana Foundation For
Innovation and Entrepreneurship - IM-BHU (Varanasi).
With presence in over 20 countries in Asia and the Pacific, Youth Co:Lab was launched in India last year in
October, in collaboration with Atal Innovation Mission, NITI Aayog.
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The government launched a central accident database management system that will help in analysing
causes of road crashes and in devising safety interventions to reduce such accidents in the country.
The IT tool, known as the Integrated Road Accident Database (IRAD), has been developed by the Indian
Institute of Technology-Madras (IIT-M) and will be implemented by the National Informatics Centre. The
project costs ₹258 crore and is being supported by the World Bank.
The system will be first piloted in the six States with highest fatalities from road crashes — Karnataka,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh. The IRAD will be improved on the
basis of the learnings from the trial, following which it will be rolled out across the country.
The IRAD mobile application will enable police personnel to enter details about a road accident, along with
photos and videos, following which a unique ID will be created for the incident. Subsequently, an engineer
from the Public Works Department or the local body will receive an alert on his mobile device. He or she
will then visit the accident site, examine it, and feed the required details, such as the road design. Data thus
collected will be analysed by a team at IIT-M, which will then suggest if corrective measures in road design
need to be taken.
Road users will also be able to upload data on road accidents on a separate mobile application, which is
expected to go live from April 1.
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The Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA) is among the government buildings set to be
demolished to make way for 10 new office buildings, according to the plan proposed by Ahmedabad-based
firm HCP Design, Planning and Management, which is designing the master-plan for the new Central Vista.
A 15-acre plot at Jamnagar House where hutments stand today had been identified to relocate IGNCA.
Whether or not the national centre for arts that comes up at the site will bear the former Prime Minister’s
name, remains to be seen.
As a part of the ambitious plan, being executed through the Central Public Works Department of the Union
Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry, a new Parliament building near the existing circular heritage structure
has been proposed.
The triangular building will have a Lok Sabha chamber big enough to accommodate 900 MPs usually, in
view of any future increase in the number of seats, and up to about 1,300 for a joint session of Parliament.
Two MPs would share one 1,300 mm bench, which would be enough to accommodate a third MP during a
joint session.
The original architects of New Delhi, Edwin Lutyens and Herbert Baker, the idea is not to mimic the existing
Parliament, but have the new and old buildings work together.
The Prime Minister’s residence was proposed to be shifted to a plot south of South Block, while the new
PMO would be opposite DRDO Bhawan, giving the PM the option of walking to work and back.
The North and South Block, may be converted into museums of Indian history, while the Ministries located
there currently, would be shifted to the 10 office buildings along Central Vista. The Vice-President’s
residence would be shifted to a plot near North Block that currently has hutments.
The 10 new buildings will be seven-storied, with stone on the outer façade, with glass and steel facing the
inner courtyards. These would be connected to the Metro stations in the area through underground
shuttles. These buildings would bring all Central government Ministries in one area.
The original National Archives building would remain the same, but the additions to the plot over the years
would be removed. A central conference facility would be constructed next to the archives.
The Central Vista Avenue will be spruced up, with better landscaping and public facilities. Taking forward
Lutyens’ idea of “ridge to river”, a “New India Gardens” would be created near the Yamuna. A design
competition would be held for the installation to commemorate 75 years of India’s Independence at these
gardens.
Lastly, a 48-acre space along Mother Teresa Crescent would be used to house a biodiversity arboretum,
where endangered plant species would be preserved in glass houses.
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This plan has been evolving since October 2019, when HCP was awarded the contract by CPWD. The
deadlines for the new Parliament and common Central Secretariat are 2022 and 2024 respectively.








Biotechnologists and technocrats — several of whom were once part of the Union Department of
Biotechnology — launched a non-profit organisation called the Society of Biotechnology of India (SBPI).
The founding members of SBPI include Dr. P.K. Ghosh, president; Dr. George John, vice-president; Divya
Rajput, treasurer; Dr. Bindu Dey, general secretary; Dr. B.M. Gandhi, SL Govindwar and T.V. Ramanaiah.
It would promote transformation changes and approaches towards core research in modern biotechnology
so that the outcome could lead to more products and technologies for economic and social gain. The SBPI
would complement the country’s efforts to enhance research funding towards “gap areas” that impede
India’s progress in the life-sciences.
These are in infrastructure, human resources, regulatory frameworks and converting research and
development leads into applications.
Members of the SBPI have experience in promoting biotechnology in areas such as Bt cotton, introduction
of recombinant therapeutic proteins and vaccines and fostering international collaborations.
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SOCIETY OF BIOTECHNOLOGY OF INDIA LAUNCHED








Centre is implementing scientific social responsibility (SSR). Under the programme, researchers who are
working on a science project funded by any of the Ministries under the Central government will have to
undertake activities to popularise science and make it more accessible to the public.
This could range from going to colleges delivering lectures, writing an article in a magazine or doing
something beyond the curriculum.
The science outreach would be mandatory and researchers had to include this as part of their outcome
report.
The move would not only bridge the gap between research institutes and the civilians, but also help
scientists hone their communication skills.
It will be implemented this year after a consultation meeting with all stakeholders.

UNDER-SEA CONNECTIVITY FROM KOCHI TO LAKSHADWEEP








The Digital Communication Commission (DCC) approved submarine fibre cable connectivity between Kochi
and Lakshadweep island, under which 11 islands will be connected through 2,041 km of submarine cables.
The proposal that entails a Rs. 1,072-crore outlay — capital expenditure of Rs. 837 crore and operating
expenses of Rs. 235 crore — will require the Cabinet’s approval and after award of the contract, will take 24
months from the date of the approval to complete the project of two-way connectivity.
The existing bandwidth available there is about 1GBPS. This by June 2020 should increase to about 1.71
GBPS.
DoT has also approved the last mile connectivity under the BharatNet — of the two WiFi access points
already approved earlier, one will remain as an access point and the other will be used to provide fibre to
the home (FTTH) to connect five institutions in a gram panchayat – it can be a school, a healthcare centre or
a PDS (public distribution system) shop.
In another important decision, the DCC has approved using of VSAT (very small aperture terminal) to
provide connectivity to forces (Defence/ Paramilitary) in border areas or remote areas. They can use the
bandwidth available through VSATs.

CHENNAI-ANDAMANS SUBMARINE CABLE PROJECT


The Andaman and Nicobar Islands will soon be connected with the mainland through highly-sophisticated
optical fibre cable (OFC) that will provide high-speed broadband in all parts of the islands.
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This Rs. 1,224-crore project to lay 2,250 km of submarine OFC will bridge the digital gap between Andaman
and Nicobar Islands.
At the inauguration of the project, Union IT minister also announced that a similar project connecting Kochi
with Lakshadweep group of islands will be taken up at a cost of Rs. 1,000 crore.
Earlier, the connectivity to Andaman and Nicobar Islands was via satellite. From June 2020, it will be under
the sea. The depth of laying the cable ranges from 1,000 ft to 3 km.
The submarine cable project will connect mainland (Chennai) to Port Blair and seven other islands Havelock, Long Island, Ranga, Hut Bay, Car Nicobar, Kamorta and Campbell Bay.
BSNL is the project implementation agency and the work has been awarded to NEC Technologies India
through a global open tender. The project is funded by Universal Service Obligation Fund/Department of
Technology.
The project will play a significant role in achieving the objective of Digital India and BharatNet, and for
rolling out various e-governance projects of the Centre in the islands. It has been targeted to commission
the link by June 2020.
At the time of initial commissioning of the system, 400 gbps will be available as throughput, which is almost
100 times that of the present available bandwidth connecting Chennai and Port Blair. It will be a huge
transformation for the people of the A&N Islands.
PK Purwar, CMD of BSNL.
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Following repeated demands from solvent processors to protect the interests of domestic refiners, the
Centre placed restrictions on the imports of refined palm oils.
A notification by the Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) stated that the government amended its
import policy for refined bleached deodorised palm oil (RBD Palm Oil and RBD Palmolein) from current
status of ‘free’ to ‘restricted’. The decision applies to RBD Palm Oil and RBD Palmolein imports under the HS
code of 15119010 and 15119020 category.

PARADIP, HYDERABAD PIPELINE PROJECT














The ambitious Rs. 3,800-crore Paradip, Hyderabad Pipeline Project (PHPL), linking Paradip refinery in
Odisha to Hyderabad in Telangana via Andhra Pradesh, being executed by the Indian Oil Corporation (IOC).
The project to augment fuel supplies in the three States was formally launched in December 2018 by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. It will become operational by mid-2020.
Once commissioned, the project will augment fuel supplies in the three States that are embarking on major
infrastructure development, including that of capital city/cities in AP. It will aid in improving the energy
landscape too.
The pipeline will ensure transportation of 4.5 MMTPA of petrol, diesel, and aviation fuel in economic,
reliable and environment-friendly manner, with negligible pollution compared to other modes of
transportation.
Engineers from IOC, L&T and other organisations and workers have been continuously engaged in laying of
pipeline under major rivers such as Godavari, Vamshadara, Nagavalli, Munneru, Musi by deploying
Horizontal Directional Drilling technology.
At Indian Oil pipelines the spread and reach has come a long way since independence, with an extensive
network of 14,560 km of cross-country pipelines. With the ongoing construction of 6,500 km more, the
pipeline grid will increase to 21,000 km and transport petroleum to every nook and corner of the country.
On its journey from Paradip, the pipeline would feed the new depots being set up in Berhampur, Odisha;
Achchutapuram near Vishakapatnam, and in Vishakapatnam as well as in Malkapur, near Hyderabad. IOC
will optimise use of the existing depots in Rajahmundry and Vijayawada.
It will be a 1,212-km journey, winding, underground and crossing 16 districts in three States.

JANUARY 2020

[BestCurrentAffairs.com]

Page 20

© BestCurrentAffairs.com. All Rights Reserved.

RESTRICTIONS ON IMPORT OF REFINED PALM OIL

JANUARY 2020

[BestCurrentAffairs.com]

Page 21





The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has launched ‘Verified Milk Vendors Scheme’ in
Gujarat to cover milk producers and milk vendors under the regulatory net.
Under the new scheme, all the unorganised milk producers and vendors in Gujarat will be issued identity
cards after a registration process.
In a first for India, the unorganised milk suppliers or vendors will now be brought under the monitoring
through a verification programme.
The cooperative dairies and registered private dairies are already covered under the Food Safety and
Standards Act, whereas the small vendors and producers often go unchecked. Gujarat is estimated to have
about 40 lakh milk producers and vendors who will be given these identity cards.

SETTING UP SOLAR PUMPS UNDER KUSUM











The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy has allowed more flexibility to power distribution companies
(Discoms) for utilising the Centre’s financial support for setting up solar projects.
This flexibility has been extended to projects that are being set up under the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja
Suraksha evem Utthan Mahabhiyan (PM KUSUM) Scheme.
A Discom can, if they desire so, pass on the Procurement Based Incentive (PBI) given to Discoms by the
Central Government under Component A of the Scheme, to the Renewable Energy Power Plant owner to get
more competitive tariff of RE Power under the Scheme.
Under the Component A of the PM KUSUM scheme, Discoms are encouraged to set up decentralised ground
mounted grid connected renewable power plants of individual plant size up to 2 MW. These projects are to
be set up on land offered by farmers. The power produced from these projects will provide an additional
income to farmers through its mandatory procurement by the Discoms.
Under the scheme, the Discoms will purchase power at pre-fixed tariff for which they will get PBI of Rs. 0.40
per unit up to Rs. 33 lakh per MW over a span of five years as central government assistance.
According to the PM KUSUM policy, decentralised Solar energy and other renewable energy generation
Plants of capacity up to 2 MW will be developed simultaneously which could be connected directly to the
existing 33/11 kV or 66/11 kV or 110/11 kV sub-stations of Discoms.
This would lead to saving in transmission system requirement apart from lowering transmission and
distribution T&D losses.

AVIATION FUEL STATION AT AGATTI ISLAND










Indian Oil has commissioned its 119th Aviation Fuel Station (AFS) at Agatti Island in Lakshadweep. The
inaugural refuelling was done for an Alliance Air flight operating between Kochi and Agatti.
Agatti AFS will cater to the aviation fuel needs of Indian Navy, Pawan Hans, Coast Guard, Alliance Air and
other chartered flights.
Agatti is a scenic island that is just 7.6 km-long situated on a coral atoll (called Agatti atoll).
In the remote Lakshdweep islands off Kochi, Agatti is the only island with a runway and thus the only
aerodrome in the vicinity. Initially, the IndianOil Agatti AFS expects to service around 2-3 flights daily.
The availability of jet fuel in Agatti, Lakshdweep is expected to boost tourism to the hitherto unexplored
region of the country.
IndianOil Aviation Service is a leading aviation fuel solution provider in India and the most-preferred
supplier of jet fuel to major international and domestic airlines.
Between one sunrise and the next, IndianOil Aviation Service refuels over 2,000 flights that is more than
one aircraft every minute, from the bustling metros to the remote airports linking the vast Indian
landscape, from the icy heights of Leh (the highest airport in the world at 10,682 ft) to the distant Andaman
& Nicobar islands.
IndianOil Aviation also caters to the fuel requirements of the Indian Defence Services, besides refuelling
VVIP flights at all the airports and remote helipads/heli-bases across the Indian subcontinent. The public
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sector IndianOil is the only oil company in India to market the widest possible range of fuels used by the
aviation industry in India including JP-5, Avgas 100LL, Methanol Water Mixture, Jet A-1 and aviation
lubricants.

















Andhra Pradesh government announced the scaling up of the Zero Budget Natural Farming (ZBNF) with a
Rs. 711 crore loan from KFW, Germany.
The saving could be to the tune of nearly Rs. 2,100 crore in fertiliser subsidies annually if it scaled up ZBNF
to all six million farm families in the State by 2024.
Scaling up ZBNF could significantly alter the landscape of chemical inputs in agriculture, particularly
fertilisers.
Zero Budget Natural Farming (ZBNF) is a set of farming methods, and also a grassroots peasant movement,
which has spread to various states in India. It has attained wide success in southern India, especially the
southern Indian state of Karnataka where it first evolved.
The movement in Karnataka state was born out of collaboration between Mr Subhash Palekar, who put
together the ZBNF practices, and the state farmers association Karnataka Rajya Raitha Sangha (KRRS), a
member of La Via Campesina (LVC).
The neoliberalization of the Indian economy led to a deep agrarian crisis that is making small scale farming
an unviable vocation. Privatized seeds, inputs, and markets are inaccessible and expensive for peasants.
Indian farmers increasingly find themselves in a vicious cycle of debt, because of the high production costs,
high interest rates for credit, the volatile market prices of crops, the rising costs of fossil fuel based inputs,
and private seeds.
Debt is a problem for farmers of all sizes in India. Under such conditions, ‘zero budget’ farming promises to
end a reliance on loans and drastically cut production costs, ending the debt cycle for desperate farmers.
The word ‘budget’ refers to credit and expenses, thus the phrase 'Zero Budget' means without using any
credit, and without spending any money on purchased inputs. 'Natural farming' means farming with Nature
and without chemicals.
NITI Aayog has been among the foremost promoters of Mr. Palekar and the ZBNF method. However, its
experts have also warned that multi-location studies are needed to scientifically validate the long-term
impact and viability of the model before it can be scaled up and promoted country-wide.
The Indian Council of Agricultural Research is studying the ZBNF methods practised by basmati and wheat
farmers in Modipuram (Uttar Pradesh), Ludhiana (Punjab), Pantnagar (Uttarakhand) and Kurukshetra
(Haryana), evaluating the impact on productivity, economics and soil health including soil organic carbon
and soil fertility.
If found to be successful, an enabling institutional mechanism could be set up to promote the technology.
The Andhra Pradesh experience is also being monitored closely to judge the need for further public funding
support.

RARE DISEASES POLICY





The much awaited Rare Diseases Policy of the Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW) has proposed financial
support of up to Rs. 15 lakh under the Rashtriya Arogya Nidhi for the treatment of rare diseases that
require one-time treatment, such as stem cell transplant and organ transplants.
The draft policy states the scheme will cover only patients for whom the PM Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY) or
Ayushman Bharat, which provides cashless health cover of Rs. 5 lakh per annum per family, is applicable.
Rare diseases categorised under Group I by the MoHFW —such as severe combined immunodeficiency,
Fanconi anaemia, disorders of the liver like maple syrup urine disease, urea cycle disorders, Fabry’s
disease, and conditions found suitable for stem cell, liver or kidney transplant — will receive funding under
the scheme.
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The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has chalked out an ambitious strategy for financial inclusion till 2024, in
which it aims to strengthen the ecosystem for various modes of digital financial services in all Tier-II to Tier
VI centres to create the necessary infrastructure to move towards a less-cash society by March 2022.
 The National Strategy for Financial Inclusion for India 2019-2024 has been prepared by RBI under the aegis
of the Financial Inclusion Advisory Committee and is based on the inputs and suggestions from Government
of India, other Financial Sector Regulators viz., Securities Exchange Board of India (SEBI), Insurance
Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) and Pension Fund Regulatory and Development
Authority of India (PFRDA).
 Strategic Pillars of National Strategy:
 To make financial services available, accessible, and affordable to all the citizens in a safe and
transparent manner to support inclusive and resilient multi-stakeholder led growth
 Leveraging technology and adopting a multi-stakeholder approach for sustainable financial inclusion
 Universal Access to Financial Services
 Providing basic bouquet of financial services
 Access to livelihood and Skill Development
 Financial Literacy and Education
 Customer Protection and Grievance Redressal
 Effective Co-ordination
Recommendations:
 Universal Access to Financial Services:
 The digital infrastructure in the country needs to be expanded through better networking of bank
branches, BC outlets, Micro ATM, PoS terminals and stable connectivity etc. coupled with electricity.
Efforts are needed to be undertaken through co-ordination with various stakeholders to ensure
creation of the requisite infrastructure for moving towards completely digital on-boarding of
customers.
 Encourage adoption and acceptance for digital payments and bringing people into the fold of formal
financial system. In addition to the traditional banking outlets, efforts may also be taken to involve cooperative banks, Payments Banks, Small Finance Banks and other non-bank entities such as fertilizer
shops, fair price shops, Office of the Local Government Bodies, Panchayat, Common Service Centres,
educational institutions, etc., to promote efficiency and transparency through digital transactions.
 Some of the issues such as remuneration to the BCs, need for furnishing cash-based collaterals, cash
management issues and lack of insurance for cash in transit which act as deterrents in smooth
functioning of the BC network, need to be redressed by banks in a timely manner.
 Providing Basic Bouquet of Financial Services
 The banks may undertake periodic review of their existing products and adopt a customer centric
approach while designing and developing financial products.
 Ensure efficient delivery by leveraging on Fin-tech and BC network.
 Initiate measures for capacity building of the BCs by encouraging and incentivizing them to acquire
requisite certifications and enabling them to deliver a wide range of financial products.
 Access to Livelihood and Skill Development
 There should be convergence of objectives of the National Rural Livelihood and Urban Livelihood
Missions to deepen Financial inclusion through an integrated approach.
 Inter-linkages may be developed between banks and other financial service providers with ongoing
skill development, and livelihood generation programmes through RSETIs, NRLM, SRLM, Pradhan
Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana etc.
 Financial Literacy and Education
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 Customers need to be explained in simple language the nature of the product, its suitability to their
requirements and the cost vis-à-vis return.
 Concerted efforts are needed to ensure coordination among the ground level functionaries viz. Lead
District Manager (LDM), District Development Manager (DDM) of NABARD, Lead District Officer (LDO)
of RBI, District and Local administration, Block level officials, NGOs, SHGs, BCs, Farmers’ Clubs,
Panchayats, PACS, village level functionaries etc. while conducting financial literacy programmes.
Customer Protection and Grievance Redressal
 A robust customer grievance redressal mechanism at different levels helps banks in timely redressal of
grievances.
 Develop a portal to facilitate inter-regulatory co-ordination for redressal of customer grievance.
Effective Co-ordination
 Strengthen the various fora under Lead Bank Scheme viz., SLBC / DCC / BLBC to ensure the
achievement of the vision of the strategy at the ground level.
 Leverage on the emerging developments in technology to promote effective stakeholder co-ordination
by having in place a digital dashboard/ MIS monitoring.
 Encourage decentralized approach to planning and development by creating a forum to actively involve
Gram Panchayats/ Civil Society/ NGOs to accelerate financial inclusion using various tools like social
audit.
A review on the action taken on the recommendations may be conducted in March 2021 and accordingly,
course corrections may be introduced.
One of the objectives of the strategy includes increasing outreach of banking outlets of to provide banking
access to every village within a 5-km radius or a hamlet of 500 households in hilly areas by March 2020.
RBI said that the aim is also to see that every adult had access to a financial service provider through a
mobile device by March 2024.
With the aim of providing basic of financial services, a target has been set that every willing and eligible
adult, who has been enrolled under the Prime Minister Jan Dhan Yogana, be enrolled under an insurance
scheme and a pension scheme by March 2020.
The plan is also to make the Public Credit Registry (PCR) fully operational by March 2022 so that
authorised financial entities could leverage the same for assessing credit proposals from all citizens.

FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE DEVELOPMENT FUND









The first tripartite Memorandum of Agreement was signed between the department of Fisheries
Government of India, NARBARD and the Government of Tamil Nadu for the implementation of Fisheries
and Aquaculture Development Fund (FIDF).
A dedicated fund has been created namely the Fisheries and Aquaculture Infrastructure Development Fund
with a total of Rs. 7522.48 crore to address the infrastructure requirement for fisheries sector.
FIDF provides concessional finance to the eligible entities, cooperatives, individuals and entrepreneurs for
development of identified fisheries infrastructure. The National Bank for Agriculture and Rural
Development (NARBARD), National Cooperatives Development Corporation (NCDC) and all scheduled
banks are Nodal Loaning entities (NLEs) to provide concessional finance under the (FIDF).
The Department of Fisheries, Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying under the FIDF
provides interest subvention up to 3% per annum for providing the concessional finance by the NLEs at the
interest rate not lower than 5% per annum.
The Government of Tamil Nadu has signed the first Tripartite MoA for availing the initial concessional
finance of Rs 420 crore from NARBARD for development of three fishing harbours in the State namely, (i)
Tharangampadi in Nagapattinam Ditrict, (ii) Thiruvottriyur Kuppam in Tiruvallur District and (iii)
Mudhunagar in Cuddalore District. These will create safe landing and berthing facilities for a large number
of fishing vessels plying in the area, augment fish production in the regions, facilitate hygienic post–harvest
handling of fish, stimulate growth of fisheries related economic activites and employment opportunities.
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NABARD as one of the Nodal Loaning Entities (NLEs) provides concessional finance for development of
fisheries infrastructure facilities through State Governments/State Entities under the FIDF, after execution
of the Tripartite MoA.




As per preliminary reports received from the States, the total area sown under Rabi crops as on 27th
December, 2019 stands at 571.84 lakh hectares as compared to 536.35 lakh hectare for corresponding
period last year. The progress in Rabi sowing has picked up significantly with the improvement of soil
moisture in almost all Rabi growing states.
Wheat has been sown/transplanted in 297.02 lakh hectares, rice in 13.90 lakh hectares, pulses in 140.13
lakh hectares, coarse cereals in 46.66 lakh hectares and area sown under oilseeds is 74.12 lakh hectares.
The area sown so far and that sown during last year this time is as follows:
(Area in lakh hectare)
Crops
Area Sown in 2019-20
Area Sown in 2018-19
Wheat
297.02
270.75
Rice
13.90
11.93
Pulses
140.13
136.83
Coarse cereals
46.66
42.12
Oilseeds
74.12
74.72
Total Crops
571.84
536.35

MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM SIGNS CONTRACTS FOR 7 BLOCKS






Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas signed contracts for 7 blocks, awarded under Open Acreage
Licensing Programme (OALP) Bid Round - IV. The Government had launched OALP Bid Round – IV on 27th
August 2019.
Company
Bocks awarded Category
Description
Area
of
(Type/basin/state)
award (sq
Km)
ONGC Limited RJ-ONHPCategory-I
Onland/Rajasthan/Rajasthan 2,118.83
(All 7 blocks)
2019/1
VN-ONHPCategory-II
Onland/Vindhyan/ MP
2,730.73
2019/1
VN-ONHPCategory-II
Onland/Vindhyan/ MP
3,077.65
2019/2
VN-ONHPCategory-II
Onland/Vindhyan/ MP
3,097.17
2019/3
VN-ONHPCategory-II
Onland/Vindhyan/ MP
2,932.74
2019/4
VN-ONHPCategory-II
Onland/Vindhyan/ MP
1,421.66
2019/5
BP-ONHPCategory-III Onland/Bengal Purnea/West 3,130.91
2019/1
Bengal
Total
18,509.698
The Bid Round-IV offered 7 blocks under International Competitive Bidding (ICB) process. The bidding
round closed on 31st October, 2019. Subsequent to evaluation, all 7 blocks were approved for award to
ONGC, for which the Revenue Sharing Contracts have been signed. The total area awarded in the 7 Onland
blocks is 18,510 sq.km. The blocks are spread across 3 sedimentary basins.
Union Petroleum Minister highlighted the success of OALP Bid Rounds under the ambit of Hydrocarbon
Exploration and Licensing Policy (HELP) introduced in the year 2016, primarily characterized by Revenue

JANUARY 2020

[BestCurrentAffairs.com]

Page 25

© BestCurrentAffairs.com. All Rights Reserved.



[For IAS Prelims 2020]

RABI CROPS SOWING AREA INCREASES BY 35.9 LAKH HECTARE









Page 26

Sharing Mechanism replacing the earlier New Exploration and Licensing Policy (NELP) which had
Production Sharing Mechanism.
In the last two and a half years, Government has successfully bid out nearly 1.4 lakh sq. km for exploration
and production. Seven blocks awarded under OALP IV to ONGC have resource potential of approx. 33 billion
bbls of oil and oil equivalent gas.
Government has recently released the report of the task force on National Infrastructure Pipeline for 201925 which lays down a roadmap for 102 lakh crore rupees worth of investments. Energy sector will
comprise about 24% of the projected capital expenditure in infrastructure.
The four OALP Bid Rounds, conducted till date have been a success, with total of 94 blocks awarded
covering an area of 1,36,790 Sq. Km to leading E&P companies. The operators of these blocks have since
then initiated petroleum exploration activities or are in final stages of obtaining Petroleum Exploration
Licenses (PELs).
The Hydrocarbon Exploration & Licensing Policy (HELP), which has adopted the Revenue Sharing contract
model, is a giant step towards improving the ‘Ease of Doing Business’ in the Indian Exploration and
Production (E&P) sector. It comes with attractive and liberal terms like reduced royalty rates, no oil cess,
marketing and pricing freedom, round the year bidding, freedom to investors for carving out blocks of their
interest, a single license to cover both conventional and unconventional hydrocarbon resources,
exploration permission during the entire contract period, and an easy, transparent and swift bidding and
awarding process. This was the maiden bidding round under the further liberalized policy terms, which
focused on production maximization with higher weightage to work programme as part of evaluation
criteria in Category I basin and no revenue share commitment as part of bidding parameters for category II
and III basins.
With the successful roll out of the HELP/OALP regime, based on the world-class National Data Repository
(NDR), the Government has achieved massive enhancement of exploration acreage in India. The exploration
acreage which stood at approximately 80,000 sq. km. in 2019 from earlier regimes has now been enhanced
to approx. 2,15,000 sq. km. after 4 rounds of OALP. The cumulative exploratory work commitment after the
4 rounds of OALP comprise 29,270 LKM of 2D Seismic Survey, 43,272 sq. km of 3D Seismic Survey, 369
Exploratory Wells and 290 Core Analysis to establish Shale Resources. This will generate an investment of
approx. US$ 2.35 billion over next 3 to 4 years in exploratory work alone.

STRATEGIC DISINVESTMENT OF PSUs




The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has given 'in principle' approval for strategic disinvestment of
equity shareholding of Minerals & Metals Trading Corporation Limited (MMTC) (49.78%), National Mineral
Development Corporation (NMDC) (10.10%), MECON (0.68%) and Bharat Heavy Electricals Ltd. (BHEL)
(0.68%) and two Odisha State Government PSUs namely; Industrial Promotion and Investment Corporation
of Odisha Ltd.(IPICOL) (12.00%) and Odisha Mining Corporation (OMC) (20.47%) in Neelachal Ispat Nigam
Limited (NINL) to a strategic buyer, identified through a two-stage auction procedure. NINL is a Joint
Venture company, in which four CPSEs namely MMTC, NMDC, BHEL and MECON and 2 State PSUs of Odisha
Government, namely IPICOL and OMC are shareholders.
The proposed strategic disinvestment of NINL would unlock resources to be used to finance the social
sector/developmental programmes of the Government benefiting the public. It is also expected that the
successful strategic buyer may bring in new management/technology/investment for the growth of the
company and may use innovative methods for the development of the business operations of the company,
which may generate more employment opportunities.

ELECTORAL BONDS


Government of India has notified the Electoral Bond Scheme 2018 on January 02, 2018. As per provisions of
the Scheme, Electoral Bonds may be purchased by a person (as defined in item No. 2 (d) of Gazette
Notification), who is a citizen of India or incorporated or established in India. A person being an individual
can buy Electoral Bonds, either singly or jointly with other individuals.
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Only the Political Parties registered under Section 29A of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 (43 of
1951) and which secured not less than one per cent of the votes polled in the last General Election to the
House of the People or the Legislative Assembly of the State, shall be eligible to receive the Electoral Bonds.
The Electoral Bonds shall be encashed by an eligible Political Party only through a Bank account with the
Authorized Bank.
State Bank of India (SBI), in the XIII Phase of sale, has been authorised to issue and encash Electoral Bonds
through its 29 Authorized Branches ( as per list enclosed) w.e.f. 13.01.2020 to 22.01.2020.
It may be noted that Electoral Bonds shall be valid for fifteen calendar days from the date of issue and no
payment shall be made to any payee Political Party if the Electoral Bond is deposited after expiry of the
validity period. The Electoral Bond deposited by an eligible Political Party in its account shall be credited on
the same day.

SOVEREIGN GOLD BOND SCHEME 2019-20 (SERIES VIII)






Sovereign Gold Bonds 2019-20 (Series VIII) opened for the period January 13-17, 2020. The issue price of
the Bond during the subscription period was `4,016 (Rupees Four Thousand Sixteen only) – per gram with
Settlement date January 21, 2020, as also published by RBI.
Government of India in consultation with the Reserve Bank of India has decided to allow discount of `50
(Rupees Fifty only) per gram from the issue price to those investors who apply online and the payment is
made through digital mode.
For such investors the issue price of Gold Bond will be ₹3,966 (Rupees Three Thousand Nine Hundred Sixty
Six only) per gram.

MISSION PURVODAYA IN STEEL SECTOR










Eastern India is a land of infinite opportunities. Despite being endowed with natural resources, this region
has lagged behind in socio-economic development as compared to some other parts of the country. Union
govt started Purvodaya in steel sector, a new chapter which will script the rise of eastern India by
accelerated development of steel sector through an integrated steel hub.
Purvodaya in steel sector is aimed at driving accelerated development of Eastern India through
establishment of integrated steel hub. Eastern states of India (Odisha, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, West
Bengal) and Northern part of Andhra Pradesh collectively hold ~80% of the country’s iron ore, ~100% of
coking coal and significant portion of chromite, bauxite and dolomite reserves. There is presence of major
ports such as Paradip, Haldia, Vizag, Kolkata etc., with >30% of India’s major port capacity. In India’s march
towards a $5 trillion economy, the 5 Eastern states can play a major role where steel sector can become the
catalyst.
This Eastern belt has the potential to add more than 75% of the country’s incremental steel capacity
envisioned by the National Steel Policy. It is expected that out of the 300 MT capacity by 2030-31, over 200
MT can come from this region alone, driven by Industry 4.0.
The proposed Integrated Steel Hub, encompassing Odisha, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, West Bengal and
Northern Andhra Pradesh, would serve as a torchbearer for socio-economic growth of Eastern India. The
objective of this hub would be to enable swift capacity addition and improve overall competitiveness of
steel producers both in terms of cost and quality. The Integrated Steel Hub would focus on 3 key elements:
Development of steel clusters near integrated steel plants as well as demand centres. 3. Transformation of
logistics and utilities infrastructure which would change the socio-economic landscape in the East.

PROCESS OF UREA IMPORT ON GOVERNMENT ACCOUNT


There are two main agricultural seasons in India – ‘Kharif’ from 1st April to 30th September and ‘Rabi’ from
1st October to 31st March. The fertilizer requirement (including of Urea) for a season is determined by
DAC&FW in consultation with representatives of States/UTs agriculture department before the beginning
of a season and communicated to DoF.
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Before the beginning of each agricultural season, the Steering Committee of Secretaries (SCOS) comprising
of Secretary (Fertilizers) as Chairman, Chairman Railway Board, Secretary (Commerce), Secretary
(Expenditure), Secretary (Agriculture) and Secretary (Shipping) as its members (AS&FA, DoF is also a
special invitee to the Committee), considers the requirement of Urea for the season determined by
DAC&FW, projected indigenous production and expected UOTA imports. Based on its analysis it decides the
overall quantity of urea required to be imported on Government Account in a season and authorizes
Department of Fertilizers to determine the timing, quantity and STE to import urea on government account,
as and when necessary, for ensuring adequate availability of urea in the country.
Department of Fertilizers (DOF) comes under the ambit of Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers which is
headed by a Cabinet Minister who is assisted Minister of State.
DoF is responsible for ensuring adequate and timely supply of fertilizers throughout the country. In order
to bridge the gap between the assessed requirement of urea for an agricultural season as determined by
DAC&FW and the indigenous production of Urea plus imports under Urea offtake Agreement (UOTA) of GoI
with OMIFCO, the Department of Fertilizers imports urea on government account. At present, as per DGFT
Foreign Trade policy, import of urea for agriculture purposes is a canalized item and can be imported only
through the State Trading Enterprises (STEs) as notified by DGFT from time to time. Currently, MMTC, STC
and RCF are the notified STEs.
Process of Urea Import: Since the mandate of DoF is to ensure adequate and timely availability of
Fertilizers, In this regard, to bridge the gap between the requirement and indigenous production of Urea
plus imports under Urea offtake Agreement (UOTA) of GoI with OMIFCO, the Department of Fertilizers
imports urea on government account. The concerned STE’s are authorized on rotation basis to procure
imported Urea for DoF through competitive bidding process.
In the present context, since the STEs are Public Sector Undertakings, they are required to adhere to all
other directions/guidelines of the GoI on tendering and procurement to ensure international competitive
bidding and secure competitive prices.
The DoF does not import Urea on its discretion. There is well designed scrutiny of the proposals to go for
any lot of imports. Ascribing discretion and vested interest to DoF functionaries show lack of appreciation
of efforts by them in ensuring timely supply of fertilizers to the farming community.

"APNA UREA - SONAUGLE" BRAND OF HURL








The Union Minister for Chemicals and Fertilizers, launched the "APNA UREA - SonaUgle" brand of
Hindustan Urvarak & Rasayan Limited (HURL).
HURL is Joint Venture Company promoted by the three Maharatna Companies i.e. Coal India Limited (CIL),
NTPC Limited (NTPC) and Indian Oil Corporation Limited (IOCL) as the lead promoters with FCIL and HFCL
as other two partners.
With the objective of making the country self-reliant in Urea, the Government approved in 2016 the revival
of three sick Urea plants located at Gorakhpur, Sindri and Barauni. The task of the revival of these three
Units has been undertaken by HURL. The Prime Minister has directed for the revival of five major
sick/shutdown fertilizer plants, three of which have been undertaken by HURL. The other two plants at
Ramagundam and Talcherwill also commence production soon.
India is importing 70-80 LMT fertilizer every year. After the commissioning of these five units, the total
production of Urea will increase by 63.5 Lakh Metric Tonne Per Annum (LMTPA).
The HURL is being looked as a major emerging player in Urea market due to revival of the three closed units
in 2021 having total installed production capacity of 38.1 LMT of Neem Coated Urea per annum. The
Company will establish and operate state-of-the-art environment friendly and energy efficient Natural Gas
based new Fertilizer Complexes with the annual installed capacity of 1.27 MMTPA neem coated Urea at
each of the three locations which are expected to be commissioned in February 2021 (Gorakhpur, UP) and
May 2021 (Barauni and Sindri). The feedstock to the plants i.e. Natural Gas will be supplied by GAIL under
the Pooled Price Mechanism.
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The commissioning of the HURL’s three Units in the states of UP, Bihar and Jharkhand will open forward
and backward linkages for business activity in the Eastern part of India. It will be instrumental in opening
new avenues for generation of income and employment in the Eastern part of our country.
The other two Urea Units being revived are Ramagundam unit by M/s. Ramagundam Fertilizers &
Chemicals Limited (RFCL), a Joint Venture of National Fertilizers Limited (NFL), EIL & FCIL, and Talcher
unit by M/s. Talcher Fertilizers Limited (TFL), a Joint Venture of Rashtriya Chemicals & Fertilizers Limited
(RCF), CIL, GAIL & FCIL.
The details of the expected commissioning dates of the above units are as follows:
Units
Expected commissioning
Date
Barauni (Bihar)
May, 2021
Ramagundam
December, 2019
(Telangana)
Gorakhpur
(Uttar February, 2021
Pradesh)
Sindri (Jharkhand)
May, 2021
Talcher (Odisha)
September, 2023
India’s average urea import is to the tune 63.12 LMT while the average total production of urea in the
country is around 241 LMT and the total consumption (Sales) is 305.48 LMT approximately. The gap is
fulfilled through imports.

TRANSFER OF CONTROL OF BRAHMAPUTRA CRACKER AND POLYMER LTD
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has approved the
transfer of administrative control of Brahmaputra Cracker and Polymer Limited (BCPL), the Central Public
Sector Undertaking implementing the Assam Gas Cracker Project (AGCP) from Department of Chemicals &
Petrochemicals to Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas.
The CCEA has also approved the following:
 Feedstock subsidy to BCPL for 15 years of plant operation to maintain minimum Internal Rate of Return
(IRR) of 10% (post tax). To bring the IRR to 10%, BCPL has estimated feedstock subsidy of approximately
Rs.4600 crore for the project for 15 years of plant operation. BCPL will submit the proposal on yearly basis
from the next financial year onwards and the administrative Ministry / Department will devise a
mechanism to examine the proposal in consultation with the Ministry of Finance.
 Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas to make firm arrangements through concerned PSUs for supply of
committed quantity and quality of feedstock to the project as envisaged in the earlier CCEA approval of
2006.
 The project is seen as a part of the implementation of Assam accord, and would give impetus to the
development of north-eastern region of the country and will improve the socio economic conditions of the
people of Assam through increased employment.


PRINTING OF BUDGET COMMENCES WITH HALWA CEREMONY




The Halwa ceremony, marking the commencement of Budget printing process for Union General Budget
2020-21, was held in North Block Delhi.
Union General Budget 2020-21 is to be presented on 1st February, 2020.
To maintain the secrecy of Budget, there is a “lock-in” of the officials involved in making the Budget. Budget
Press, situated inside North Block, houses all officials in the period leading up to the presentation of the
Union Budget. These officers and staff will come in contact with their near and dear ones only after the
Budget is presented by the Union Finance Minister in Parliament.
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Bharat Bond Exchange Traded Fund (ETF), the country’s first corporate bond exchange-traded fund aimed
at retail investors, saw a strong response, with the issue getting subscribed around 1.7 times.
India’s first corporate bond ETF, Bharat Bond ETF, has received a great response from investors across
different segments. The issue was oversubscribed approximately 1.7 times, collecting about Rs. 12000
crore.
The ETF offer, had a base issue size of Rs. 7,000 crore.
Edelweiss Asset Management Company, is managing the ETF.
The issue saw wide participation across categories including individuals, non-resident Indians, high
networth individuals, top tier corporates and foreign portfolio investors (FPIs).
Through the ETF, Edelweiss Mutual Fund had proposed to raise an initial amount of Rs. 3,000 crore, with a
green shoe option of Rs. 2,000 crore in the three-year maturity period (2023) and Rs. 4,000 crore with a
green shoe option of Rs. 6,000 crore in the 10-year maturity bucket (2030).
The exchange traded fund will invest only in AAA-rated bonds of public sector companies.

BANKS GETS CAPITAL









The Centre will infuse fresh capital of Rs. 4,360 crore in the loss-making Indian Overseas Bank. This would
be the second tranche of fund infusion from the Centre. With this, the government stake in IOB is set to
cross the 95%-mark.
The Centre now holds 94.56% stake. It rose from 92.52% after capital infusion of Rs. 3,857 crore in October
2019. For the second quarter, IOB had reported net loss of Rs. 2,253.64 crore, compared with a net loss Rs.
487.26 crore a year earlier, following a rise in operating expenses and provisions.
The gross non-performing assets of the bank came down to Rs. 28,673.95 crore compared with Rs.
37,109.96 crore, and net NPAs to Rs. 12,507.97 crore from Rs. 18,876.05 crore. Karnam Sekar, MD and CEO,
had said the bank was on track to come out of the RBI’s prompt corrective action framework by March
2020.
Another public sector lender, Allahabad Bank, has raised Rs. 1,500 crore through private placement of Basel
III-compliant tier-2 bonds with a 10-year tenor.
In an earlier statement, Allahabad Bank had said the Centre had agreed to infuse Rs. 2,153 crore via
preferential allotment of equity shares by the bank during financial year 2019-20. The fresh capital would
help the bank in regulatory compliance.

NO EXTRA CHARGE ON PAYMENTS VIA RUPAY, UPI FROM JANUARY 1







Digital transactions made using RuPay credit cards, or UPI QR codes will not face additional charges for
merchants or customers from the beginning of year 2020.
All shops, business establishments and companies with an annual turnover of Rs. 50 crore or more have
been mandated to offer these modes of payment to customers.
The Department of Revenue will soon notify RuPay and UPI as the prescribed mode of payment for digital
transactions without any Merchant Discount Rate (MDR).
The notification would come into effect from January 1, 2020.
The Merchant Discount Rate is the percentage of the digital transaction that a merchant pays to banks. This
cost is often passed on to the customer.
The decision to choose RuPay and UPI as the platforms which will not attract this levy, may promote these
home-grown digital payment pathways over those promoted by foreign companies, including VISA and
MasterCard.
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India’s current account deficit (CAD) narrowed to 0.9% of GDP, or $6.3 billion, in the September 2019
quarter, on account of lower trade deficit. It had stood at 2.9% of the gross domestic product (GDP), or $19
billion, in the corresponding quarter of 2018-19.
On a sequential basis, CAD had printed 2% of GDP, or $14.2 billion, in the June 2019 quarter. “The
contraction in the CAD was primarily on account of a lower trade deficit at $38.1 billion as compared with
$50 billion a year ago,” the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) said in a release.
During the first half of the current financial year, CAD narrowed to 1.5% of the GDP from 2.6% in the
corresponding period in 2018-19, on the back of a reduction in the trade deficit, which shrank to $84.3
billion as compared with $95.8 billion a year ago. The balance of payments stood at $5.12 billion in the
second quarter and $19.1 billion during the first half of this fiscal.
Net foreign direct investment stood at $7.4 billion, almost the same level as in the second quarter of 201819.
Helped by net purchases in the debt market, foreign portfolio investment recorded a net inflow of $2.5
billion in the September 2019 quarter, against an outflow of $1.6 billion a year ago.
In the April-September 2019 period, while the net FDI inflows were at $21.2 billion, portfolio investment
recorded a net inflow of $7.3 billion.
Net services receipts increased 0.9% on in July-September on a year-on-year basis, on the back of a rise in
net earnings from computer, travel and financial services.
In the second quarter of 2019-20, private transfer receipts, mainly representing remittances by Indians
employed overseas, rose to $21.9 billion, an increase of 5.2% compared to a year ago.
The net inflow on account of external commercial borrowings to the country was $3.2 billion in the second
quarter as compared with $2 billion a year earlier.

FISCAL DEFICIT HITS 115% OF BUDGET ESTIMATE








The fiscal deficit hit 114.8% of 2019-20 Budget Estimate at Rs. 8.07 lakh crore at the end of November.
The fiscal deficit was at Rs. 8,07,834 crore as on November 30, 2019, according to the data released by the
Controller General of Accounts. The deficit was at 114.8% of 2018-19 Budget Estimate in the corresponding
month a year ago. The government has estimated the fiscal deficit for the current fiscal at Rs. 7.03 lakh
crore, aiming to restrict the deficit at 3.3% of the gross domestic product (GDP).
In September, the government lowered the tax rate for corporates and has pegged that it will have an
impact of Rs. 1.45 lakh crore on its revenue mobilisation.
Tax sops were intended to boost the investment cycle in the face of slowing GDP growth, which dipped to a
six-year low of 5% in the first quarter of this fiscal.
The GDP growth slipped further to an over six-year low of 4.5% in the second quarter ended September.
Due to the slowdown, the GST collection has also been subdued, putting pressure on the overall revenue
mobilisation effort of the government. Faced with a shortfall in revenue collection, the government has
initiated austerity measures by revising downwards the expenditure limit for the January-March period.

GST REVENUE CROSSES RS. 1 LAKH CRORE






Goods and Services Tax gross revenue crossed the one lakh crore mark for the second successive month,
with a collection of ₹1.03 lakh crore in December. This is almost 9% higher than the December 2018 GST
collection of ₹94,726 crore, according to an official Finance Ministry statement.
While the December 2019 collection of ₹1,03,184 crore is slightly lower than the November 2019 collection
of ₹1,03,492 crore, it does signal a trend of recovery after gross GST revenue dipped below the one lakh
crore mark for the previous three months.
For the first time, the Finance Ministry released a State-wise break-up of GST collection from domestic
transactions, which shows a 16% growth from the same period a year ago. Apart from Jharkhand and
Lakshadweep, all the rest of the states and union territories saw a growth in domestic GST collections in
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RBI BUYS, SELLS RS. 10,000 CRORE SECURITIES EACH




In the third special open market operation (OMO) in as many weeks, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
bought Rs. 10,000 crore of three long-term securities while selling a similar amount of three short-term
bonds.
The RBI had announced simultaneous purchase and sale of government securities under OMOs for Rs.
10,000 crore each, last week. Though the RBI offered to sell four securities in the auction, it accepted bids
for three bonds.

SHIVALIK, FIRST UCB TO CONVERT INTO SFB








Shivalik Mercantile Co-operative Bank Limited has become the first urban cooperative bank (UCB) that has
been granted ‘in-principle’ permission to convert into a small finance bank by the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI).
The move comes after the RBI had announced a scheme on voluntary transition of UCB into a SFB on
September 27, 2018.
The ‘in-principle’ approval will be valid for 18 months, within which Shivalik Mercantile Co-operative Bank
had to comply with the norms of a SFB.
Shivalik, registered under Multi-state Cooperative Act, has operations in U.P., Delhi, five districts of Madhya
Pradesh and two districts of Uttarakhand.
In 2010, Shivalik had acquired Bhoj Nagarik Sahakari Bank Maryadit, located in Dhar district of Madhya
Pradesh and Malwa Commercial Coop. Bank Ltd. of Indore in 2012.
The bank has two headquarters, one in Saharanpur and another in Noida - both in U.P.

SPECIALIZED SUPERVISORY AND REGULATORY CADRE (IN RBI)










The Reserve Bank of India has decided to recruit 35% of the specialised supervisory and regulatory cadre
from the market while the remaining 65% will be recruited via internal promotions.
Direct recruitment in the Specialized Supervisory and Regulatory Cadre (SSRC) will be at Grade B level. Out
of the total vacancies in the grade, 35% of the vacancies will be filled up through market recruitment while
65% of vacancies will be filled up through internal promotions.
The Specialized Supervisory and Regulatory Cadre (SSRC) will comprise officers in Grade B to Executive
Director level.
There is a shortfall in filling up any vacancy in the specialist groups in Research, Data Analysis, Model
Development, Stress Testing and the like, then lateral recruitment will be resorted to in respect of such
shortfall.
On November 1, 2019, RBI decided to reorganise its regulation and supervision departments. It merged the
three regulatory departments (department of banking, non-banking and cooperative bank) into one and did
likewise for the three supervisory departments.
As a result, there is only one supervisory department which looks after supervision of banks, NBFCs and
cooperative banks and only one regulatory department for these three.

REACTION TO OPERATION TWIST


Reserve Bank of India Governor Shaktikanta Das said that the market’s reaction to the simultaneous buysell of government bonds was on expected lines.
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comparison to December 2018. Some of the north-eastern states have seen the highest rates of growth,
with Arunachal posting a 124% increase, followed by Nagaland (88%), Manipur (64%) and Mizoram
(60%). Jammu and Kashmir saw 40% growth.
The GST collection on imports continued to contract, although the negative growth of -10% is a slight
improvement of the previous month’s rate of -13%.
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The simultaneous buy-sell of government bonds, known as Operation Twist, was conducted to bring down
long-term interest rate while allowing short term rates to inch up. The move was aimed at addressing
liquidity, which is assymetric — abundant at the shorter end but not on the longer end. The move will help
in monetary transmission. The central bank has so far carried out three rounds of simultaneous bond buyand-sell via open market operations.
In the third such open market operation in as many weeks, the RBI bought Rs. 10,000 crore of three longterm securities while selling a similar amount of three short-term bonds.

CABINET NOD FOR FDI IN COAL MINING





The Union Cabinet approved an ordinance to amend two laws to ease mining rules, enabling foreign direct
investment in coal mining.
At a Cabinet meeting chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the ordinance to amend the Mines and
Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957, and Coal Mines (Special Provisions) Act, 2015, was
approved.
The ordinance would strengthen the auction process of mines whose leases are expiring on March 31, 2020.
Seamless transfer of clearances would also be facilitated.
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State-owned power giant NTPC is planning to add 10 GW of solar energy generation capacity by 2022,
which entails an investment of around Rs. 50,000 crore, to be funded mainly by green bonds.
At present, NTPC has installed renewable energy capacity of 920 MW, which constitutes mainly solar
energy. It has formulated a long-term plan to become a 130 GW company by 2032 with 30% non-fossil fuel
or renewable energy capacity.
The company will complete tendering of 2,300 MW of solar energy capacity by the end of this fiscal.
Thereafter, it has planned to add 4 GW each in 2020-21 and 2021-22.
NTPC’s plans to add 10 GW solar energy capacity assume significance in view of India’s ambitious target of
having 175 GW of clean energy by 2022.
The Central Electricity Regulatory Authority has already approved the real-time power market, which is
expected to kick in by April 1, 2020. There would be 48 sessions of half an hour each in a day, to allow
consumers to get the desired power supply within an hour of buying at the exchanges. Power is now traded
for two hours in a day from 10 a.m. to 12 a.m., where a consumer can schedule delivery a day in advance.

RBI HOLDS OPEN MARKET OPERATIONS





The RBI has purchased Rs. 10,000-crore worth long-term government securities and sold Rs. 6,825 crore of
short-term securities through open market operations (OMOs). RBI had announced simultaneous purchase
and sale of government securities under OMOs for Rs. 10,000 crore each.
The RBI also said to protect consumer interest, on a peer-to-peer lending (P2P) platform, the exposure of a
lender to all borrowers must not exceed Rs. 50 lakh at any given point.
A lender investing over Rs. 10 lakh across P2P platforms will produce a certificate to P2P platforms from a
chartered accountant certifying a minimum net worth of Rs. 50 lakh.

GOVT CUTS IMPORT DUTY ON CRUDE, REFINED PALM OILS


Acting on the ASEAN and the India-Malaysia Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreements, the Centre
slashed import duty on refined palmolein from 50% to 45%, while that on crude palm oil (CPO) from 40%
to 37.5% with immediate effect.
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India’s Arabica production has hit an all-time low this coffee-picking season.
Coffee Board chairman M.S. Boje Gowda said this year’s Arabica yield would fall more than 50% after the
torrential rains, floods and landslides during August-September last year washed away a sizeable chunk of
plantations and destroyed coffee plants in Chikkamagaluru, Hassan, Kodagu and Wayanad districts.
Most Arabica farmers are reporting a production decline of 50%, while the exact size of the output for this
year will be known by end of January. Five years ago, India’s Arabica production was 1.5 lakh tonnes. It fell
to 80,000 tonnes last year.
Growers used to get at least 300 kg of parchment coffee per acre. They are getting only some 100 kg this
season.’

ICOMDEX COMPOSITE INDICES











Multi-Commodity Exchange has launched a new series of indices – MCX India Commodity Indices (MCX
iComdex).
These indices are based on commodity futures contracts traded on MCX and adhere to financial
benchmarks set by the International Organisation of Securities Commissions in construction,
administration and governance.
MCX iComdex composite index consists of 11 liquid futures contracts across different segments traded on
the exchange. It includes two sectoral indices MCX iComdex Bullion Index and MCX iComdex Base Metals
Index and four single-commodity indices – Gold, Silver, Copper and Crude Oil – are being disseminated
under the iComdex series of indices.
It is an excess return indices which consist of a composite, sectoral and single commodity indices. The live
index values are being disseminated on a continuous basis. These indices have a base value of 10,000 as on
December 31, 2015.
Excess Return indices such as MCX iComdex, provide a ‘roll return’ (generated as the underlying
constituents are ‘rolled over’ on their expiry) apart from price returns. As such, they reflect the actual
returns generated from holding a portfolio of futures, rather than physical commodities.
PS Reddy, Managing Director and CEO, MCX.

NTPC TO STOP RE-SELLING RENEWABLE POWER









NTPC Ltd wants to completely shift away from the business of procuring renewable energy and then selling
it at a small margin to State governments.
NTPC now wants to focus on increasing its renewable energy generation capacity and leave the renewable
power procurement responsibility to the Solar Energy Corporation of India (SECI).
NTPC and SECI had independently started calling for bids from renewable energy project developers to
build confidence for achieving the clean energy goals of the centre. These two Central government agencies
would procure power from the developers and then sell it to a power distribution company (Discom) at a
margin of around 6-7 paisa per unit.
The move would insulate the clean energy project developers from haggling with State governmentcontrolled Discoms that are notorious for delaying payments and renegotiating signed contracts.
NTPC has commissioned around 3,600 MW of projects from where it procures power and another 3,000
MW if such projects are under implementation.
The plan next year is to bid out just 1,200 MW of projects under this model, unless specifically asked by the
government.
NTPC currently has over 900 MW of commissioned renewable energy projects comprising 11 solar photovoltaic projects with a capacity of 870 MW and one wind energy project of 50 MW. The total installed
power generation capacity of the NTPC group stands at 57,356 MW.
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Earlier, the Central Electricity Regulatory Commission also refused to approve the trading margin charged
by SECI for these projects. Both NTPC and SECI are since then expected to negotiate their trading margins
with the states for each such project.





Bharat Heavy Electricals ltd (BHEL) has commissioned the first lignite-based 500 MW thermal unit of the
2x500 MW Neyveli New Thermal Power Project in Tamil Nadu.
This is not only the country’s first lignite-fired 500 MW power plant, but also its highest rated pulverised
lignite-fired thermal unit commissioned so far.
The plant is based on the Once-Through and Tower Type Boiler design, which has been adopted for the first
time in the country for a lignite-based thermal unit.
Located in Tamil Nadu’s Cuddalore district, the project is owned by NLC India Ltd.

IFCI GETS RS. 805 CRORE FROM NSE STAKE SALE






IFCI, a government company, has realised Rs. 805.6 crore from the divestment of its remaining 2.44 per
cent stake in National Stock Exchange.
This represents about 82 per cent of the total committed amount for the 2.44 per cent equity holding in NSE
that was put on the block.
IFCI had pegged the floor price at Rs. 810 per share, and most of the bids had come at a level higher than the
floor price.
IFCI had indicated that IFCI was hopeful of garnering about Rs. 3,000 crore during the current fiscal by
selling a stake in NSE, Clearing Corporation of India and Stock Holding Corporation of India.
IFCI MD & CEO E Sankara Rao.

‘PREPAID PAYMENT INSTRUMENT’ IN NEWS













To give impetus to small-value digital payments, the Reserve Bank of India has said that prepaid payment
instrument (PPI) issuers can launch a new type of ‘semi-closed PPI’, whereby the amount loaded in these
instruments can be up to Rs. 10,000 during any month, and the total amount during the financial year can
be up to Rs. 1.20 lakh.
These PPIs — which can be issued by bank and non-bank PPI issuers after obtaining minimum details of the
PPI holder — should be reloadable in nature, and issued in either card or electronic form.
Loading/reloading can be only from a bank account.
The amount outstanding at any point of time in such PPIs shall not exceed Rs. 10,000. These PPIs shall be
used only for purchase of goods and services, and not for funds transfer.
PPIs are instruments that facilitate purchase of goods and services, including financial services, remittance
facilities, and so on, against the value stored on such instruments.
Semi-closed PPIs are issued by banks and non-banks for purchase of goods and services, including financial
services, remittance facilities, etc. at a group of clearly identified merchant locations/establishments which
have a specific contract with the issuer (or contract through a payment aggregator/payment gateway) to
accept the PPIs as payment instruments.
These instruments do not permit cash withdrawal, irrespective of whether they are issued by banks or nonbanks.
As per the circular, PPI issuers will be provided an option to close the PPI at any time and transfer the funds
‘back to source’ (that is, the payment source from where the PPI was loaded) at the time of closure.
The features of such PPIs will be clearly communicated to the PPI holder by SMS/e-mail/post or by any
other means at the time of issuance of the PPI/before the first loading of funds.
The minimum detail PPIs existing as on the date of this circular (issued on December 24) can be converted
to the new type of PPI, if desired by the PPI holder.
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The Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-Kisan) scheme has transferred financial benefits to around
7.6 crore farmers till November 30. Interestingly, more than 20 per cent of the beneficiaries are from Uttar
Pradesh.
Launched on February 24, the scheme provides eligible beneficiaries Rs. 6,000 a year, in three instalments
of Rs. 2,000 each.
According to data available on the ‘PM-KISAN Samman Nidhi’ portal, the total number of beneficiaries stood
at 8.45 crore (as on December 20). Of this, UP accounted for a major share of 1.92 crore beneficiaries. This
was followed by Maharashtra (79.59 lakh), Rajasthan (56.11 lakh), Madhya Pradesh (53.45 lakh), Andhra
Pradesh (50.76 lakh) and Bihar (50.45 lakh).

‘OPERATION TWIST’


















The Reserve Bank of India conducted its second special open market operation (OMO), entailing purchase
of a long-dated Government of India Security (GSec) and sale of four short-dated GSecs for Rs. 10,000 crore
each on December 30.
This OMO, which market players called ‘Operation Twist’, is expected to further soften the yields of longterm GSecs. The first special OMO was held on December 23. After thist OMO, yields had softened a bit at
the long-end of the GSec market.
In the latest round of special OMO, the RBI will purchase the GSec maturing in 2029 and carrying a coupon
of 6.45 per cent for Rs. 10,000 crore under the multiple price auction method. It had purchased the same
security in the last OMO.
The Reserve Bank will simultaneously sell four GSecs all maturing in 2020 but carrying four different
coupon rates – 6.65 per cent, 7.80 per cent, 8.27 per cent and 8.12 per cent – under the multiple price
auction method. The central bank had sold these securities in the last OMO also.
When the RBI does an OMO purchase, it infuses liquidity into the financial system. But when it does OMO
sale, the central bank absorbs liquidity. If it does simultaneous OMO purchase and sale, then for the same
amount then there is no effect on liquidity, but the yields could either go down or up. GSec yield and price
move in opposite directions.
The ‘Operation Twist’ comes in the backdrop of the RBI maintaining a status quo on the policy repo rate at
the fifth bi-monthly monetary policy review as against market expectation of a rate cut and G-Sec yields
consequently going up.
At the special OMO for purchase of the 10-year benchmark GSec on December 23, the RBI received 161 bids
aggregating Rs. 20,826 crore against the notified amount of Rs. 10,000 crore. The central bank accepted 145
bids for the notified amount at 6.5462 per cent cut-off yield and Rs. 99.30 cut-off price.
Yields on government bonds dropped sharply after the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced purchasing
of long-term securities and selling of short tenure ones simultaneously through open market operations.
The yield on 10-year government benchmark bond dropped 15 bps to close at 6.60% — the biggest fall
since October 9, thus narrowing the gap with the repo rate. The yield on 2020 paper jumped 5 bps.
In fact, the intention behind this exercise — termed Operation Twist — is to manage the yields. This will
address the issue of liquidity. Liquidity was abundant at the shorter end but not so much at the longer end.
But by making liquidity available at the long end, the move will help in monetary transmission.

FINMIN NOTIFIES NORM LIMITING INPUT TAX CREDIT



In an effort to curb the menace of fake invoices and tax evasion, the Finance Ministry has notified a new
norm of limiting the input tax credit to 10 per cent in case of GST details mismatch.
This will force businesses to restrict themselves to matched details and ignore the mismatched ones and
thus incur losses, which could go into crores for big companies, due to complexities involved.
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The change in the norm, the second in three months, has been initiated following a decision by the GST
Council. Earlier, in October, the government limited ITC in case of details not uploaded by suppliers to 20
per cent which has now been halved.
According to a new notification to be effective from January 1, ITC to be availed by a registered person in
respect of invoices or debit notes, the details of which have not been uploaded by the suppliers, shall not
exceed 10 per cent of the eligible credit available in respect of invoices or debit notes the details of which
have been uploaded by the suppliers.

SABKA VISWAS LEGACY TAX RESOLUTION SCHEME







The Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Custom (CBIC) extended the last date by 15 Jan, 2020 of the Sabka
Viswas scheme for resolving legacy dispute under the Central Excise and Service Tax. The scheme was
scheduled to end on December 31.
This is a one-time and final extension in view of taxpayers’ response.
Giving details, it said that out of the total 1.84 lakh taxpayers who are eligible to avail themselves of the
Scheme, as many as 1,33,661 taxpayers have so far submitted their applications.
Their applications involve tax dues of Rs. 69,550 crore and after availing various reliefs, the payable
amount is Rs. 30,627 crore.
The scheme was introduced in the last Budget with the twin objectives of liquidating the legacy disputes in
Central Excise and Service Tax that are pending at various fora as well as encouraging non-compliant tax
payer/tax evaders to declare the tax not paid so far and come under the tax net voluntarily.

UCBS TO SET-UP ‘BOARD OF MANAGEMENT’











Reserve Bank of India (RBI), directed Urban Co-operative Banks (UCBs) with deposit size of Rs. 100 crore
and above to constitute a Board of Management (BoM).
It will be mandatory for such banks to constitute BoM for seeking approval to expand their area of
operation and/or open new branches. These UCBs will also require prior approval of the RBI for
appointment of their CEOs.
UCBs with a deposit size less than Rs. 100 crore and Salary Earners’ Banks, however, are exempted from
constituting BoM, although they are encouraged to do so voluntarily. The BoM will have minimum five
members and maximum 12. The CEO would be a non-voting member. A member of BoM can be appointed
in more than one bank, subject to a maximum of three, provided that there is no overlapping in area of
operation. The members of BoM should at all times satisfy the ‘Fit and Proper’ criteria.
As per the guidelines, the RBI has the powers to remove any member of BoM and/ or the CEO if the person
is found to be not meeting the criteria prescribed by it or acting in a manner detrimental to the interests of
the bank or its depositors or both. The RBI also has powers to supersede the BoM if the functioning of BoM
is found unsatisfactory.
The BoM will report to the Board of Directors (BoD) and exercise oversight over the banking-related
functions of the UCBs, assist the BoD on formulation of policies, and any other related matter specifically
delegated to it by the BoD.
The functions of the BoM will include rendering expert advice on proposals being put up to the board or
any committee of the board for sanction of loans; recommending action for recovery of bad loans, one-time
settlement or compromise settlement and assisting the board in monitoring the same; overseeing the
management of funds and borrowings; and recommending proposals for investment of bank’s funds as per
the board approved policy.

RUBBER SKILL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL


The Ministry of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship has mandated Rubber Skill Development Council
(RSDC) to accelerate the drive to re-skill tyre mechanics for road safety and efficient transport.
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The Ministry has set a target to re-skill and certify one lakh tyre mechanics (tyre fitters) during the current
fiscal.
The order comes in the wake of a successful programme involving 35,000 tyre fitters in 119 districts across
19 States during the current year so far. They have been assessed, re-skilled, upskilled and certified under
the Saamarth project of RSDC.
Tyre mechanics are largely unorganised and not formally skilled. However, they play a vital role in safe and
efficient movement of vehicles.

CSC, PAYTM PAYMENTS BANK JOIN HANDS TO SELL FASTAGS





Common Service Centre (CSC) and Paytm Payments Bank Ltd (PPBL) signed an MoU for the sale of PPBL
FASTags across the country.
These will be sold through the last-mile network of 3.6 lakh CSC outlets. Under the MoU, CSC will integrate
its platform with Paytm Payments Bank to carry out seamless transactions. Village Level Entrepreneurs
(VLEs) will be trained to conduct paperless and cashless sales. CSCs have been providing FASTag service for
the past two years.
CSC started selling FASTags in September 2017, when it partnered with Equitas Bank. Later on, State Bank
of India and HDFC Bank came on board. Since March 2019, CSC has also tied up with the National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI) for selling FASTags. So far, Rs. 74-crore worth FASTag top-ups have been done by
VLEs across the country. Around 2.84 lakh FASTags have been sold by CSCs across the country so far, with
Maharashtra, Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Haryana and Gujarat topping the list of States with maximum
sales.

EIGHT STATES FINALISE ACTION PLAN FOR AGRI EXPORT POLICY







Eight states, including Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, Punjab and Karnataka, have finalised action plan for
agriculture export policy which aims to double such exports.
The Agri Export Policy was announced last year with an objective of doubling the export and ensuring
doubling of farmers’ income. Many states have nominated nodal agency and nodal officer. Maharashtra,
Uttar Pradesh, Kerala, Nagaland, Tamil Nadu, Assam, Punjab and Karnataka have finalised the State Action
Plan and other states are at different stages of finalisation of the action plan.
The Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA) has been adopting
a focused approach for ensuring greater involvement of the state governments for effective implementation
of Agri Export Policy (AEP).
As a result of cluster visits by APEDA, the cluster level committee has been constituted in the states viz.
potato in Punjab, isabgol in Rajasthan, pomegranate, orange and grapes in Maharashtra and banana in
Tamil Nadu.

SUPERVISORY ACTION FRAMEWORK (SAF) FOR URBAN CO-OPERATIVE BANKS







The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided to further rationalise the Supervisory Action Framework
(SAF) for Urban Co-operative Banks (UCBs) to make the framework more effective in bringing about the
desired improvement in these banks. It also seeks expeditious resolution of UCBs experiencing financial
stress.
The SAF entails initiation of corrective action by UCBs and/or supervisory action by the Reserve Bank on
breach of the specified thresholds (triggers) in respect of the specified financial parameters/indicators.
The SAF envisages, in the initial stage of deterioration in the financial position, self-corrective action by the
management of the UCBs and supervisory action by the RBI in case the financial position of the bank does
not improve.
When it comes to asset quality, the RBI said a UCB may be placed under SAF when its net non-performing
assets (NNPAs) exceed 6 per cent of its net advances.
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Depending on the severity of stress, the RBI may take action such as: advising the UCB to submit a boardapproved action plan for reducing Net NPAs below 6 per cent; advising the board of directors of the UCB to
review the progress under the action plan; restriction on declaration/payment of dividend/donation
without prior approval of the RBI; curtailment of sanction/renewal of credit facilities to sectors/segments
having high proportion of NPAs/defaults; reduction in exposure limits for fresh loans and advances; and
restriction on fresh loans and advances carrying risk-weights more than 100 per cent.
When it comes to profitability, a UCB may be placed under SAF when it incurs losses for two consecutive
financial years, or has accumulated losses on its balance sheet.
Depending on the severity of stress vis-a-vis profitability, the RBI may take action such as: advising the UCB
to submit a board-approved action plan for restoring the profitability and/or wiping out the accumulated
losses; advising the board of directors of the UCB to review progress under the action plan; prohibition on
declaration/payment of dividend/donation; restriction on incurring capital expenditure beyond a specified
limit without prior approval of the central bank; and measures for reduction in interest and
operating/administrative expenses.
When it comes to Capital to Risk-weighted Assets ratio (CRAR), a UCB may be placed under SAF when its
CRAR falls below 9 per cent.

CDSL LAUNCH IFSC BRANCH AT GIFT CITY










The Central Depository Services Limited (CDSL) inaugurated its first IFSC Branch at the GIFT-International
Financial Services Centre (IFSC) in GIFT City, Gandhinagar.
Already, the average exchange-traded transactions have reached to about $2.5-3 billion daily with about 50
brokers. As a depository, aim is to bring newer products like depository receipts, bonds - masala bonds.
Gujarat International Finance Tec-City (GIFT City) is a business district promoted by the Gujarat
government through a joint venture company. GIFT City is India's first operational smart city and
international financial services centre.
GIFT is an operational smart city developed in the Gandhinagar metropolitan region as a greenfield
development. The project includes features like a district cooling system, underground utility tunnel, and
automated vacuum waste collection. The city is designed for walkability and includes commercial and
residential complexes.
The project is located on the bank of the Sabarmati River and is around 12 km (7.5 mi) from Gandhinagar
international airport. GIFT is easily accessible from all directions through 4-6 lane State and National
Highways. A double corridor metro system is planned to connect GIFT City to the nearby airport and
various parts of Ahmedabad and Gandhinagar.
Currently approximately 225 units/companies are operational with more than 7500 employed in the GIFT
City.

ACHIEVING TAX MOP-UP TARGET


The Revenue Department reaffirmed its commitment to achieve direct tax collection target of Rs. 13.5-lakh
crore for the current fiscal. This is despite foregoing Rs. 1.45-lakh crore corporate tax and the widely
expected overall shortfall of over Rs. 2-lakh crore this fiscal due to the current economic slowdown.

FPI NET INFLOW CROSSES RS 1 TRILLION IN 2019



Foreign portfolio investors seem to have flocked to the Indian capital market in a big way in 2019 with a net
inflow of over Rs 1.3 lakh crore, including Rs 97,250 crore in equities -- the highest in last six years.
As the year draws to a close, the debt market has seen a net inflow of nearly Rs 27,000 crore by FPIs, while
a further amount of Rs 9,000 crore found its way to the hybrid instruments, shows the capital market data
compiled by depositories.
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‘API BANKING’ IN NEWS
After the appearance of Open Banking, the new trend of the financial system is only one: to automate its
services thanks to the implementation of APIs in banks.
 ICICI Bank has launched an API banking portal, which will enable partner companies to co-create customer
solutions in a faster and simpler manner.
 The ICICI Bank API banking portal, which consists of 250 APIs, enables developers of prospective partner
companies across the globe to seamlessly sign up on it, create an application, select the application, test it
out and get the sample code.
 Application Programming Interface (API) Banking makes use of APIs (XML/JSON codes) for communication
between bank and client servers, making data transfer between these two systems seamless, ensuring
seamless and secured integration between the customer’s and bank’s systems. This ability of API Banking
helps the customer to perform banking transactions in an easy manner without having to toggle between
his Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) platform and bank.
Benefits of API Banking:
 Direct integration and Instant solution – Real time solution for processing banking transaction
 Secured medium of integration – Exchange data or files in encrypted environment
 Highly efficient mode of banking – Reduce turn-around time of banking transaction as initiation as well as
reverse status available on customer system on real time. Easy reconciliation
 Saves time - No need to visit bank or uploading transaction files manually.
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INTERNATIONAL



The International Criminal Court (ICC)’s chief prosecutor said that she wanted to open a full investigation
into alleged war crimes in the Palestinian territories, sparking a furious reaction from Israel and
condemnation from the U.S.
The Palestinians welcomed the move by the ICC as a “long overdue step” following a nearly five-year
preliminary probe by the prosecutor into the situation since the 2014 war in Gaza.

USA SANCTIONS COMPANIES BUILDING RUSSIA’S GAS PIPELINE



USA President Donald Trump signed off on U.S. sanctions against companies building a Russian natural gas
pipeline to Germany.
The sanctions, which are opposed by the European Union (EU), were included in a sprawling defence
spending Bill Mr. Trump signed at a ceremony on Joint Base Andrews. They target companies building the
nearly $11 billion Nord Stream 2 pipeline under the Baltic Sea with the aim of doubling deliveries of
Russian natural gas to Germany.

50,000 GUNS SURRENDERED IN NEW ZEALAND



New Zealand authorities said that their country will be a safer place after owners handed in more than
50,000 guns during a buyback programme following a ban on assault weapons.
The government banned the most lethal types of semi-automatic weapons less than a month after a lone
gunman in March killed 51 worshippers at two Christchurch mosques. The police then launched a sixmonth programme to buy the newly banned weapons from owners.

CHINA BANS ‘LABOUR CAMP’ DETENTION FOR SEX WORKERS




Chinese lawmakers voted to abolish the “custody and education” punishment system, which allowed police
to hold sex workers and their clients without charge for up to two years.
Sex workers are subjected to police violence, forced labour, compulsory testing for sexually transmitted
disease, humiliation and physical violence at these centres.
Abolishing this system is a significant positive step. The arbitrary detention system will cease from
December 29, 2019 and those held at education centers should be released immediately.

CHINA TO ISSUE GDP FIGURES UNDER NEW MECHANISM





China will revise its historical regional GDP data under a unified accounting mechanism from 2020 year.
The Chinese economy grew at an annual pace of 6% in the July-September quarter, the slowest growth
since 1992. The slowdown is exacerbated by the ongoing trade war between the U.S. and China. In
November this year, China revised its 2018 GDP, saying the economy was 2.1% bigger than earlier
estimated, revising the gross domestic product for 2018 to 91.93 trillion yuan ($13.1 trillion) from USD
12.8 trillion.
The new mechanism will unify the standards and procedures for calculating national and local GDP
numbers which had been calculated under different accounting methods adopted by local and national
statistics authorities since 1985.
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The Taliban’s ruling Council agreed to a temporary cease-fire in Afghanistan, providing a window in which
a peace agreement with the United States can be signed.
A cease-fire had been demanded by USA before any peace agreement could be signed. A peace deal would
allow the U.S. to bring home its troops from Afghanistan and end its 18-year military engagement there,
America’s longest.
The U.S. currently has an estimated 12,000 troops in Afghanistan.
Last year, Afghanistan was the world’s deadliest conflict.

TAIWAN PASSES LAW TO COMBAT CHINA INFLUENCE



Taiwan passed a bill aimed at countering China’s influence on the self-ruled island.
The “anti-infiltration Bill” pushed by President Tsai Ing-wen’s Beijing-sceptic ruling party became law. It
bans “hostile” foreign forces from activities such as campaigning, lobbying, making political donations,
disrupting social order or spreading disinformation related to elections. Violators face a maximum five-year
prison term and a fine of up to around $3,32,000.

[For IAS Prelims 2020]

TALIBAN COUNCIL AGREES TO CEASEFIRE IN AFGHANISTAN







Turkey’s Parliament passed a Bill approving a military deployment to Libya, aimed at shoring up the UNbacked government in Tripoli.
The beleaguered Tripoli government has been under sustained attack since April by military strongman
General Khalifa Haftar, who is backed by Turkey’s regional rivals — Saudi Arabia, Egypt and the United
Arab Emirates.
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s office confirmed that a request for military support had been received
from the Tripoli-based Government of National Accord (GNA).
A UN report said several countries were violating the arms embargo on Libya in place since the overthrow
of its long-time dictator Moamer Kadhafi in 2011.

U.S. KILLS TOP IRANIAN GENERAL IN AIR STRIKE







The U.S. killed Iranian Major General Qassem Soleimani, head of the elite Quds Force, in an air strike near
Baghdad airport.
Top Iraqi militia commander Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, an adviser to Gen. Soleimani, was also killed in the
attack authorised by U.S. President Donald Trump.
Gen. Soleimani had been killed in a drone strike while Iran’s Revolutionary Guards said he was killed in an
attack by American helicopters.
The killing of Gen. Soleimani, considered the architect of Tehran’s spreading military influence in West Asia,
marks a dramatic escalation in the regional “shadow war” between Iran and the U.S. and its allies,
principally Israel and Saudi Arabia, which could quickly ratchet up tit-for-tat attacks.
Iran has been locked in a long conflict with the U.S. that escalated with an attack on the U.S. Embassy in Iraq
by pro-Iranian militiamen after a U.S. air raid on the Kataib Hezbollah militia, founded by Muhandis.

GERMANY, NATO MOVE OUT SOLDIERS




Germany moved 35 soldiers serving in Iraq to neighboring Jordan and Kuwait, while NATO said it was also
shifting some of its troops out of the country.
Germany has a small contingent of some 120 soldiers in Iraq, though the majority are not stationed in Taji
and Baghdad but elsewhere.
The NATO has around 500 troops in Iraq — mostly from Canada, Spain and Turkey — who are helping to
train and build Iraq’s security forces so they can combat the Islamic State group on their own.
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Iran said that it had “unintentionally” shot down a Ukrainian passenger jet, killing all 176 people aboard.
The jet, which had been bound for Kiev, slammed into a field shortly after taking off from Tehran's Imam
Khomeini International Airport before dawn.
The missile operator acted independently when he shot down the Boeing 737 after mistaking it for a “cruise
missile”. He had 10 seconds to decide. He could have decided to strike or not to strike and under such
circumstances he took the wrong decision.

IRAN NUCLEAR DEAL: EU LAUNCHES DISPUTE MECHANISM






Britain, France and Germany ratcheted up pressure on Iran to cease its violations of a landmark nuclear
deal, stressing that they want to resolve differences through talks while starting the clock on a process that
could result in a so-called “snapback” of United Nations sanctions.
The three countries, which signed the international agreement in 2015 along with the U.S., Russia and
China, said in a letter to the European Union’s foreign policy chief that they had no choice but to trigger the
deal’s “dispute mechanism,” given Iran’s ongoing transgressions.
The three said they rejected Tehran’s argument that Iran was justified in violating the deal because the U.S.
broke the agreement by pulling out unilaterally in 2018.

[For IAS Prelims 2020]

IRAN ADMITS ITS MISSILE SHOT DOWN UKRAINE JET






Officials from Egypt, Ethiopia and Sudan have reached a preliminary agreement aimed at clearing the way
for the filling and operation of a $5 billion dam project on the Nile River.
The project, called the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam, is around 70% complete and promises to provide
much needed electricity for Ethiopia’s 70 million people.
However, Egyptian officials are concerned that filing the reservoir behind the dam could significantly
reduce the amount of Nile water available to Egypt.
In a joint statement, officials from the three countries said that they had agreed that the filing of the damn
should be done in stages during the rainy season, which generally runs from July to August.

CHINA BIRTH RATE HITS LOWEST LEVEL



China’s birth rate dropped last year to its lowest level since the Communist country was founded in 1949,
adding to concerns that an aging society and shrinking workforce will pile pressure on a slowing economy.
To avoid a demographic crisis, the government relaxed its one-child policy in 2016 to allow people to have
two children, but the change has not resulted in an increase in pregnancies. In 2019, the birth rate stood at
10.48 per 1,000 people, down slightly from the year before, according to data from the National Bureau of
Statistics (NBS). The number of births has now fallen for three consecutive years, still, there were 14.65
million babies born in 2019.

QATAR SIGNS $470 MN SOLAR DEAL






Qatar signed a $470-million deal to build its first solar energy plant, capable of meeting up to one-tenth of
peak national power demand.
The Al-Kharsaah plant, near the capital, is a 10-square-kilometre joint venture with French and Japanese
partners due for completion in 2022 ahead of the football World Cup.
Qatar’s ruler, Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani, vowed at the United Nations that the tournament
would be carbon neutral.
By contrast, Abu Dhabi’s Sweihan plant, one of the world’s largest solar projects, produces 1,177
megawatts.
The UAE will have the first operational nuclear reactor in the Arab world.
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Saudi Arabia, the world’s top crude oil exporter, has plans to build up to 16 nuclear reactors.



Shenzhen has transformed itself into an ultra modern metropolitan city with a population of 20 million,
including floating. In just about 40 years, it has now become a reference city for electric mobility adoption.
Entire public transport system of this Chinese city, which has 17,000 buses and over 20,000 cabs, is now
electric powered.

US-CHINA SIGN TRADE DEAL



USA signed the first phase of a trade deal with China, which President Donald Trump described as historic.
The first phase of the trade deal includes Intellection Property (IP) Protection and Enforcement, ending
forced technology transfer, dramatic expansion of American agriculture, removing barriers to American
financial services, ending currency manipulation, rebalancing the US-China trade relationship and effective
dispute resolution.

CUBA NAMES PRIME MINISTER


Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Canel named tourism minister Manuel Marrero Cruz as the country’s first
prime minister, under a new constitution that seeks to decentralise former leader Fidel Castro’s job.

REVAMPED WEST AFRICAN CURRENCY
















A new version of a common currency in West Africa will be launched in 2020.
The changes to the currency, to be renamed as the ECO in place of the CFA Franc, were announced by
Ivorian President Alassane Ouattara.
The ‘ECO’ is the proposed name for the common currency that the West African Monetary Zone (WAMZ)
plans to introduce in the framework of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS). After its
introduction, the goal is to merge the new currency with the West African CFA franc (used by most Frenchspeaking members of ECOWAS since 1945). This will create a common currency for much of West Africa.
West Africa’s monetary union has agreed with France to rename its CFA franc the ECO and cut some of the
financial links with Paris that have underpinned the region’s common currency since its creation soon
World War Two.
Under the deal, the ECO will remain pegged to the euro but the African countries in the bloc won’t have to
keep 50% of their reserves in the French Treasury and there will no longer be a French representative on
the currency union’s board.
The CFA is used in 14 African countries with a combined population of about 150 million and $235 billion
of gross domestic product.
However, the changes will only affect the West African form of the currency used by Benin, Burkina Faso,
Guinea Bissau, Ivory Coast, Mali, Niger, Senegal and Togo - all former French colonies except Guinea Bissau.
The six countries using the Central African CFA are Cameroon, Chad, Central African Republic, Congo
Republic, Equatorial Guinea and Gabon, - all former French colonies with the exception of Equatorial
Guinea.
The CFA’s value relative to the French franc remained unchanged from 1948 through to 1994 when it was
devalued by 50% to boost exports from the region.
After the devaluation, 1 French franc was worth 100 CFA and when the French currency joined the euro
zone, the fixed rate became 1 euro to 656 CFA francs.
The CFA franc was born in 1945 and at the time stood for “Colonies Francaises d’Afrique” (French Colonies
in Africa).
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It now stands for “Communaute Financiere Africaine” (African Financial Community) in West Africa and
in Central Africa it means “Cooperation Financiere en Afrique Centrale” (Financial Cooperation in Central
Africa).





Iranian President Hassan Rouhani welcomed Japan’s decision not to join a U.S.-led naval mission in the Gulf.
Friction between Iran and USA has increased since last year when U.S. President Donald Trump pulled the
United States out of Iran’s 2015 nuclear deal with six nations and re-imposed sanctions on the country,
crippling its economy.
Japan, a U.S. ally maintaining friendly ties with Iran, is looking to launch its own naval operation rather than
joining the U.S.-led mission to protect shipping in the region.
The planned Japanese operation is set to cover high seas in the Gulf of Oman, the northern Arabian Sea and
the Gulf of Aden, but not the Strait of Hormuz.
A European operation to ensure safe shipping in the Gulf will get underway next month when a French
warship starts patrolling there.

MUSLIM NATIONS CONSIDER GOLD, BARTER TRADE TO BEAT SANCTIONS






Iran, Malaysia, Turkey and Qatar are considering trading among themselves in gold and through a barter
system as a hedge against any future economic sanctions on them.
At the end of an Islamic summit in Malaysia, Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad praised Iran and
Qatar for withstanding economic embargoes.
U.S.-allied Arab states Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and Egypt cut diplomatic and trade
links with Qatar about 2-1/2-years ago over allegations it backs terrorism, a charge Qatar denies. Iran,
meanwhile, has been hit badly after the United States reimposed sanctions on it last year.
2019 Kuala Lumpur Summit was held at the Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre.

NORD STREAM 2










The group behind Nord Stream 2 said it aimed to complete a pipeline to boost Russian gas supplies to
Europe as soon as possible, after U.S. sanctions prompted a major contractor to suspend pipe-laying
activities.
U.S. President Donald Trump signed a bill that included legislation imposing sanctions on firms laying pipe
for Nord Stream 2, which seeks to double gas capacity along the northern Nord Stream pipeline route to
Germany.
Washington, which has been seeking to sell more of its own liquefied natural gas (LNG) to European states,
has said Nord Stream 2 will make Europe too reliant on Russian supplies.
Gazprom, Russia’s state-controlled gas giant and a major backer of Nord Stream 2, already supplies more
than a third of Europe’s gas needs.
Nord Stream 2 will help Russia bypass Ukraine, the main route for Russian gas. Moscow and Kiev, which
have been at loggerheads over Russia’s annexation of Crimea in 2014, agreed a new transit deal this week
after long-running talks.
The Nord Stream 2 pipeline, which will run along the Baltic Sea floor, was expected to start up in the first
half of 2020.

EGYPT'S EX-MILITARY CHIEF RELEASED


Egypt’s former military chief-of-staff Sami Anan was released from detention almost two years after his
arrest following his plans to compete in the 2018 presidential election.
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Bolivia announced its entry into the Lima Group regional bloc that was set up to find a way out of the
Venezuelan crisis.
The Lima Group was founded in 2017 by countries including Peru, Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, Panama,
Paraguay, Santa Lucia, Canada, Colombia, Honduras, Costa Rica and Guatemala, with the support of the
United States, the Organisation of American States and the European Union.
Bolivia is currently governed by Jeanine Añez, a former senator and opponent of Morales. Añez stepped in
as interim president after Morales resigned.

TURKEY SECURITY ACCORD WITH LIBYA




Turkey’s parliament approved a security and military cooperation deal signed with Libya’s internationally
recognised government.
Turkey has been backing the Libyan government led by Fayez al-Serraj as it fights off a months-long
offensive by Khalifa Haftar’s forces based in the east of the country.
The two sides signed the deal in November to boost military cooperation along with a separate accord on
maritime boundaries in the eastern Mediterranean that has enraged Greece.

[For IAS Prelims 2020]
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Russia completed a series of tests checking that its internet services could function if the country were to
get cut off from the worldwide web.
The review, conducted over the course of several days on specially designated networks, follows a
“sovereign internet” bill introduced in November in response to what Russia calls the “aggressive nature” of
U.S. national cyber security strategy.
According to the law, state-run institutions and security services, as well as all communications operators,
messengers and email providers, must participate in the tests, which do not affect regular internet users.

CHILE VOTE ON NEW CONSTITUTION





Chile’s President Sebastian Pinera signed off on a referendum to be held on a new constitution. Plebiscite is
to be held in 2020.
The country’s current constitution dates back to General Augusto Pinochet’s 1973-1990 military
dictatorship and, critics say, fails to guarantee proper healthcare, education and citizen participation in
government.
The scrapping of the old constitution emerged as one of the main demands of protesters who have
mobilized across the country over the two months.

TURKEY-LIBYA MARITIME DEAL







Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan meets with Libya's internationally recognised Prime Minister Fayez alSarraj in Istanbul, Turkey to discuss cooperation for a possible ceasefire in neighbouring Libya, where
Ankara supports the internationally recognised government.
The visit comes after Turkey signed an accord with Libya’s internationally recognised government last
month that seeks to create an exclusive economic zone from Turkey’s southern Mediterranean shore to
Libya’s northeast coast.
The deal aims to protect its rights under international law, and that it is open to signing similar deals with
other states on the basis of “fair sharing” of resources.
Greece and Cyprus, which have long had maritime and territorial disputes with Turkey, say the accord is
void and violates the international law of the sea.
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Turkey’s Constitutional Court ruled that a more than two-year block on access to online encyclopaedia
Wikipedia in the country is a violation of freedom of expression.
The ruling opens the way for lifting the website ban, which has been in place since 2017 due to entries that
accused Turkey of having links to terrorist organisations.
Wikimedia Foundation, the nonprofit organisation that hosts Wikipedia, had applied to Turkey’s highest
court to challenge the access block.

MONTENEGRO APPROVES RELIGION LAW



Montenegro’s parliament approved a law on religious communities despite street protests.
Under the law, religious communities in the tiny Adriatic state would need to prove property ownership
from before 1918, when predominantly Orthodox Christian Montenegro joined the Kingdom of Serbs,
Croats and Slovenes, the predecessor of the now-defunct Yugoslavia.

BRAZIL ENDS DISCIPLINARY DETENTION FOR MILITARY POLICE



Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro has signed into law a bill that eliminates jail time as a punishment for
military police and firefighters convicted of disciplinary offences.
All Brazilian states have 12 months to implement the necessary changes to their own legislation.

‘NASSIRIYA OILFIELD’ IN NEWS




Protesters broke into Iraq’s southern Nassiriya oilfield and forced employees to cut off electricity from its
control station, taking the field offline until further notice.
The oilfield produces 90,000 barrels a day (bpd) of crude.
Mass protests have gripped Iraq since Oct. 1 and protesters, most of them young, are demanding an
overhaul of a political system they see as profoundly corrupt and keeping most Iraqis in poverty. More than
450 people have been killed.

ALGERIA NAMES NEW PRIME MINISTER


Algeria’s President Abdelmadjid Tebboune named Abdelaziz Djerad, 65, a university professor and former
diplomat as prime minister.

RUSSIA'S NOVATEK OIL AND GAS FIELD



Two people have been killed and one injured in a fire in an elevator at Russia’s Novatek northern oil and
gas field.
The fire broke out at East-Tarkosalinskoye field, Novatek’s most mature oil and gas field, in Yamal Nenets
region.

CHICKEN POX OUTBREAK IN MEXICO




An outbreak of chicken pox has forced the temporary closure of a shelter housing Central American
migrants sent to Mexico from the United States.
The shelter in the northern city of Ciudad Juarez, across the border from El Paso, Texas, closed after 72
people, including 69 children, were diagnosed with the virus.
Most people infected with chicken pox simply feel unwell — with symptoms including an itchy, blister-like
rash, fever, headache and fatigue — but some develop serious complications.
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The chicken pox outbreak is the biggest such incident in Ciudad Juarez since this year’s introduction of
MPP, also known as the “Remain in Mexico” policy.
Disease outbreaks such as mumps, measles and chicken pox have also occurred in migrant detention
facilities in the United States.

ISRAELIS CELEBRATE HANUKKAH






Hanukkah/Hebrew, is a Jewish festival commemorating the rededication of the Second Temple in Jerusalem
at the time of the Maccabean Revolt against the Seleucid Empire. It is also known as the Festival of Lights
Hanukkah is observed for eight nights and days, starting on the 25th day of Kislev according to the Hebrew
calendar, which may occur at any time from late November to late December in the Gregorian calendar. The
festival is observed by lighting the candles of a candelabrum with nine branches, called a menorah (or
hanukkiah).
One branch is typically placed above or below the others and its candle is used to light the other eight
candles. This unique candle is called the shamash.
Although a relatively minor holiday in strictly religious terms, Hanukkah has attained major cultural
significance in North America and elsewhere among secular Jews as a Jewish alternative to Christmas, and
is often celebrated correspondingly fervently.
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The South Pacific island nation of Samoa has lifted a six week-state of emergency after the infection rate
from a measles outbreak that has swept the country started to come under control.
Samoa’s island population of just 200,000 has been gripped by the highly infectious disease that has killed
81 people, most of them babies and young children, and infected more than 5,600 people.
Earlier in the year, an outbreak of measles hit the New Zealand city of Auckland, a hub for travel to and
from small Pacific islands.

RUSSIA-UKRAINE GAS DEAL






Russian and Ukrainian companies signed a final five-year agreement safeguarding Russian gas transit to
Europe via Ukraine, Kremlin-controlled gas giant Gazprom and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy
said.
The deal, which came just 24 hours before the current agreement expires, averted a potential Russian gasflow interruption to Europe and helped Moscow avoid another blow to its reputation as a long-term energy
supplier after Russian oil exports to Europe were contaminated earlier this year.
Ukrainian government forces and pro-Russian separatists in eastern Ukraine completed a big prisoner
swap after busing remaining detainees in the five-year conflict to an exchange point in the breakaway
Donbass region.

SREBRENICA GENOCIDE







A Bosnian war crimes prosecutor indicted a Bosnian Serb former army general for taking part in the 1995
massacre of about 8,000 Muslim men and boys in Srebrenica, an atrocity described as genocide by two
international courts.
Milomir Savcic, 60, is accused of commanding the Bosnian Serb Army headquarters 65 Protection
Motorised Regiment, which included a military police battalion, to capture, kill and bury adult Muslim
Bosniaks from the U.N.-protected eastern enclave of Srebrenica in July 1995.
Bosnian Serb forces led by General Ratko Mladic attacked Srebrenica on July 11, 1995, separated men from
women and children, and killed about 8,000 Muslims, who were then buried in mass graves.
The Srebrenica massacre is regarded as Europe’s worst atrocity since World War Two.

JANUARY 2020

[BestCurrentAffairs.com]

Page 48

© BestCurrentAffairs.com. All Rights Reserved.

SAMOA ENDS MEASLES STATE OF EMERGENCY

JANUARY 2020

[BestCurrentAffairs.com]

Page 49



Taiwan’s parliament passed an anti-infiltration law to combat perceived threats from China. The legislation
is part of a years-long effort to combat what many in Taiwan see as Chinese efforts to influence politics and
the democratic process, through illicit funding of politicians and the media and other methods.
The move further strains ties between Taiwan and Beijing, which suspects Taiwan President Tsai Ing-wen
of pushing for the island’s formal independence and has ramped up pressure on her since she took office in
2016.

AUSTRIAN CONSERVATIVE-GREENS COALITION DEAL


Austrian conservative leader Sebastian Kurz has struck a coalition deal with the Greens to ensure his return
to power and bring the left-wing party into government for the first time.

FINLAND TO TEACH BASICS ON ‘AI’




Finland, which holds the rotating EU presidency until the end of the year, aims to teach 1% of all Europeans
basic skills in artificial intelligence through a free online course.
The European Union is pushing for wide deployment of artificial intelligence across the bloc, to help
European companies catch up with rivals in Asia and the United States.
Finland, known as one of the EU’s most tech-savvy nations, sees a massive opportunity in artificial
intelligence.

PAKISTAN BILL TO EXTEND ARMY CHIEF'S TENURE




Pakistan’s government introduced legislation to extend the tenure of the army chief in line with a Supreme
Court order that it must justify its wish to see the top commander stay on in the job for an extra three years.
The government of Prime Minister Imran Khan approved an extension for General Qamar Javed Bajwa in
August.
But Supreme Court struck down the extension in November, ordering the government and army to produce
legal provisions and arguments on the reasoning behind the move, pitting the judiciary against the
government and powerful military.

'THEY' IS VOTED WORD OF THE DECADE


U.S. linguists chose “THEY” as their Word of the Decade, recognising the growing use of third-person plural
pronouns as a singular form to refer to people who identify their gender as neither entirely male nor
entirely female.

CROATIA PRESIDENT


Former Prime Minister Zoran Milanovic, candidate of the top opposition party the Social Democrats, is
Croatia’s next president, the results of the presidential election showed.

IRAQ TO END FOREIGN TROOP PRESENCE


Iraq’s parliament passed a resolution telling the government to end the presence of foreign troops in Iraq
and ensure they not use its land, air, and waters for any reason.
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UNESCO said that the United States has signed treaties committing it not to harm cultural heritage in the
event of armed conflict.
U.S. President Donald Trump stood by his threat to go after Iranian cultural sites, warning of a “major
retaliation” if Iran strikes back for the killing of one of its top military commanders.
The U.N. cultural body said that under provisions of the 1954 and 1972 conventions - which have been
ratified by both the United States and Iran - signatory states undertake not to take any deliberate measures
which might damage cultural and natural heritage on the territory of other states party to those
conventions.

PHILIPPINE DRUG WAR & METHAMPHETAMINE SUPPLY








Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte’s war on drugs has only managed to curb the supply of
methamphetamines by less than 1% of annual consumption.
Thousands of suspected drug traffickers and users have been killed in the campaign that Duterte launched
soon after he won election in 2016.
A bag of a methamphetamine, known as shabu.
Methamphetamine (contracted from N-methylamphetamine) is a potent central nervous system (CNS)
stimulant that is mainly used as a recreational drug and less commonly as a second-line treatment for
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder and obesity.
Methamphetamine was discovered in 1893 and exists as two enantiomers: levo-methamphetamine and
dextro-methamphetamine.
Methamphetamine properly refers to a specific chemical, the racemic free base, which is an equal mixture
of levomethamphetamine and dextromethamphetamine in their pure amine forms.

INDONESIA'S CAPITAL BANS SINGLE-USE PLASTIC BAGS




The capital of Indonesia (Jakarta) ban single-use plastic bags from its street markets and shopping malls
from the middle of this year.
The forms of plastic banned in the regulation include latex, thermoplastic and polyethylene.
Indonesia is listed as the second worst offender for polluting the world’s oceans with plastic.

SPAIN'S SANCHEZ WINS INVESTITURE VOTE



Spanish Socialist leader Pedro Sanchez secured parliament’s backing to form a government and end a
lengthy political gridlock.
Sanchez, who leads an alliance with left-wing Unidas Podemos party, was supported by 167 of the 350
lower house legislators, while 165 voted against.

$9 MILLION 'SOCIAL EXPERIMENT'




Japanese fashion tycoon Yusaku Maezawa is giving away $9 million to his Twitter followers in what he says
is a “social experiment” to see if the payment boosts their happiness.
Maezawa will give 1 million yen ($9,000) to 1,000 followers selected at random from those who retweeted
a Jan. 1 post, with the impact of the money to be tracked through regular surveys.
Maezawa, who is to be the first private passenger to fly around the moon with Elon Musk’s SpaceX, is
known for his high spending on art and sports cars but also has a predilection for musing on ideas like a
world without money.
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ALGERIA TO AMEND CONSTITUTION

PUERTO RICO DECLARES EMERGENCY AFTER EARTHQUAKES




Puerto Rico Governor Wanda Vazquez declared a state of emergency after a series of earthquakes killed at
least one person, toppled buildings and knocked out power to nearly the entire island of more than 3
million people.
The largest of the quakes in the U.S. territory registered at magnitude 6.4, the most powerful to hit the
Caribbean island in 102 years.

COLOMBIA ERADICATES RECORD AMOUNT OF COCA FIELDS




Colombia, a top source of coca, the base ingredient in cocaine, eradicated more than 100,000 hectares
(247,000 acres) of the crop last year.
The Andean country has come under repeated pressure from the United States, an important destination
for cocaine shipments, to reduce coca cultivation, especially as crop figures shot up in recent years.
More than 434 tonnes of cocaine were confiscated last year.

ETHIOPIA PASSES GUN CONTROL LAW



Ethiopia’s parliament passed legislation aimed at curbing gun ownership after a surge in regional ethnic
violence blamed on a proliferation of small arms in private hands.
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed’s government had seized 21 machine guns, more than 33,000 handguns, 275
rifles and 300,000 bullets in different parts of the Horn of Africa country over the previous year.

CHINA PNEUMONIA OUTBREAK




A cluster of more than 50 pneumonia cases in the central Chinese city of Wuhan may be due to a newly
emerging member of the family of viruses that caused the deadly SARS and MERS outbreaks, World Health
Organization (WHO) said.
The WHO noted that coronaviruses emerge periodically - including in 2002 to cause SARS and in 2012 to
cause MERS.

SLOVAKIA REPORTS H5N8 BIRD FLU





Slovakia has reported an outbreak of the highly pathogenic H5N8 bird flu virus among backyard poultry in
the western part of the country, the first such outbreak in nearly three years, the World Organisation for
Animal Health (OIE) said.
The virus infected three out of a flock of 22 poultry birds in Nitra.
The World Organisation for Animal Health, formerly the Office International des Epizooties (OIE) is an
intergovernmental organization coordinating, supporting and promoting animal disease control. The OIE's
headquarters are located in Paris, in the 17th arrondissement.

JAPAN TO GUARD SHIPS IN MIDDLE EAST


Japanese Defence Minister Taro Kono ordered the deployment of a warship and two P-3C patrol planes to
the Middle East to protect ships bringing goods to Japan.
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President Abdelmadjid Tebboune formed a panel to amend Algeria’s constitution to give parliament and the
judiciary a greater role, a step aimed at helping end a months-long political crisis.
The panel is led by Ahmed Laraba, a member of the United Nations International Law Commission.
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Kono was required to issue a special order for the deployment of the forces to allow them to use weapons
to protect ships in danger.









A surface-to-air missile brought down a Ukrainian airliner in Tehran, while the Ukrainian government said
it was investigating reports of debris from a Russian-made Tor-M1 missile.
The Tor, also called the SA-15 Gauntlet by NATO, is a short-range “point defence” system that integrates the
missile launcher and radar into a single tracked vehicle.
It is designed to be mobile and lethal against targets at altitudes up to 6,000 metres (20,000 feet) and at
ranges of 12 km (7.5 miles), according to the Federation of American Scientists, which researches and
analyses “catastrophic threats to national and international security”.
Military aircraft and cruise missiles - which the Tor system is designed to destroy - typically plot their
courses to avoid being spotted on radar. They are equipped with systems such as chaff, which confuses
radar, and flares, which act as decoys for heat-seeking missiles.
The jet that crashed, Ukraine International Airlines Flight 752, a Boeing 737-800, would have filed a flight
plan and had no defensive features.
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Haitham bin Tariq al-Said, confirmed as sultan by the ruling family based on the letter opened after Qaboos’
death aged 79.
He enjoys good relations with Arab and Western leaders and has worked in business.
Haitham bin Tariq al-Said, took oath of allegiance.

TEXAS BECOMES FIRST STATE TO REFUSE REFUGEES





Governor Greg Abbott of Texas became the first governor in the United States to refuse to accept refugees
under an executive order signed by President Donald Trump requiring local jurisdictions to actively opt in
to the federal resettlement program.
The decision is a major blow to the program since Texas is the largest recipient of refugees in the country.
Approximately 2,500 refugees were resettled in Texas in the 2019 fiscal year, down 70 percent from fiscal
2016.

MALTA'S NEW PRIME MINISTER


Lawyer Robert Abela, 42, was sworn in as Malta’s prime minister, succeeding Joseph Muscat who resigned
over his handling of investigations into the murder of anti-corruption journalist Daphne Caruana Galizia.

EU COMMISSION BANS BAYER PESTICIDE





The European Commission decided not to renew approval for a pesticide linked to harming bees, effectively
banning Bayer’s insecticide known as thiacloprid.
There are environmental concerns related to the use of this pesticide, particularly its impact on
groundwater, but also related to human health, in reproductive toxicity.
The pesticide not only kills insects but also harms bees and bumblebees, weakening their immune systems
and impairing their reproduction.
The EU prohibited the use of three so-called neonicotinoids except in greenhouses in April 2018. France has
already outlawed all four insecticides and one other, including in greenhouses.
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Rome banned all diesel vehicles from its roads for the first time to try to combat rising pollution, with
numerous other cities in central and northern Italy also imposing curbs to cut harmful emissions.
Rome city council banned diesel cars, vans and motorbikes during peak hours, with the worst polluting
vehicles barred from the streets from dawn to dusk.
Italy has a permitted limit for fine particle pollution (PM10) of 50 micrograms per cubic metre. Some areas
of Rome have exceeded that level - above which air quality is considered a potential health hazard - in 10 of
the last 12 days.
Pollution levels have also risen sharply in a string of other cities, including Milan, Turin, Florence, Piacenza,
Parma, Reggio Emilia and Modena, forcing local authorities there also to restrict drivers.
However, Rome was the only city to outlaw all diesel vehicles.

GREEK PRESIDENT



Greece’s conservative government nominated top judge Katerina Sakellaropoulou for the Greek presidency,
a largely ceremonial role selected by the country’s parliament.
Sakellaropoulou, 64, now president of the Council of State, Greece’s top administrative court, would be the
first female president if elected by lawmakers.

[For IAS Prelims 2020]

ROME BANS ALL DIESEL CARS



Filipe Nyusi was sworn in as Mozambique’s President. After a civil war that killed around 1 million people
before a 1992 truce, and periodic violence since, Nyusi signed a deal with rebels-turned-opposition party
Renamo in August.

‘ARTISANAL GOLD’ IN NEWS










A rapid rise in the price of gold since 2000 has driven millions of people to deposits in Africa, South
America and elsewhere where they dig for gold using basic technology. Such informal digging – known as
artisanal or small-scale mining (ASM) - has been around for centuries, and gold offers cash to communities
that may lack alternatives. There are now around 15-20 million artisanal miners, and millions more depend
on them.
More and more people are trying to bring this fast-growing trade into the formal economy. But it has
generated toxic waste and fed labour abuses, organised crime and prostitution, according to groups
including the United Nations and the OECD.
Artisanal Mining: Artisanal and small-scale miners often operate “freelance,” sometimes paying
landowners to access a site, or handing bosses a share of their ore. Many work with little more than
pickaxes and shovels and carry what they dig on their backs. Others use diggers and crushers.
Often, miners use mercury to extract the gold, then turn it into semi-pure nuggets of dore (pronounced
door-ray) to sell to traders.
Consumption of gold has risen, as rapid economic growth in China created millions of new gold buyers and
the economic crisis of 2008 drove investors into assets - like bullion - expected to hold their value.
Problems:
 It can leak toxins and pollute water systems.
 Informal mines often collapse. Children often work on sites, sometimes forced by unscrupulous bosses
to squeeze into narrow pits.
 Such mining feeds a shadow economy that deprives states of taxes: Gold worth billions of dollars is
smuggled from Africa every year.
 Narcotics dealers and warlords use the gold to launder profits or buy arms.
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GUATEMALAN PRESIDENT
Alejandro Giammattei takes the oath of office during his swearing-in ceremony as Guatemala's President in
Guatemala City.

EU BAN ON FACIAL RECOGNITION TECH IN PUBLIC AREAS



The European Union is considering banning facial recognition technology in public areas for up to five
years, to give it time to work out how to prevent abuses.
The plan comes amid a global debate about the systems driven by artificial intelligence and widely used by
law enforcement agencies.

BRITAIN COMMIT £2 BILLION TO NORTHERN IRISH GOVERNMENT


The British government will provide £2 billion to support the newly restored Northern Ireland government
which will end the nurses’ pay dispute, transform public services, turbocharge infrastructure investment
and address Northern Ireland’s unique circumstances. It added that a new executive joint board will be
established to oversee implementation.
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China’s agriculture ministry had found a new case of highly pathogenic H5N6 avian flu in a flock of about
150 wild swans in the western Xinjiang region. One had died and another was sick.
The ministry reported a case of the same strain of bird flu in swans in the region.

GERMAN POPULATION








Germany’s population reached a record high of 83.2 million people last year thanks to migration but it
grew at the slowest pace since 2012, the statistics office said as Europe’s largest economy experiences a
chronic birth deficit.
Germany has one of the oldest populations in the world and has recorded more deaths than births ever
since 1972. The aging population is a challenge for the country’s public pension system and is causing
headaches for companies eager to hire skilled workers.
The number of people living in Germany grew by around 200,000 year-on year.
Net migration was estimated at between 300,000 and 350,000 in 2019 after close to 400,000 in the
previous year. That marks a decline for the fourth consecutive year.
More than a million people fleeing war and poverty in the Middle East, Africa and beyond have flocked to
Germany since Chancellor Angela Merkel opened Germany’s borders to them in 2015.

GUATEMALA CUTS TIES WITH VENEZUELA


Guatemala’s new President Alejandro Giammattei cut diplomatic ties with the Venezuelan government of
President Nicolas Maduro and ordered the closure of its embassy in Caracas.

PRE-COLUMBIAN SCULPTED FACES RETURNED TO MEXICO




Three centuries-old pre-Columbian sculptures that since the 1970s had been in Germany have been
returned to Mexico voluntarily, the latest repatriation of cultural antiquities that has recently been gaining
steam.
The clay artefacts each feature sculpted faces and hail from ancient Mexican cultures that flourished in the
present-day southern states of Oaxaca and Campeche, and the Gulf coast.
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Countries like Mexico and Peru with a rich cultural heritage that includes finely-crafted relics, are
increasingly seeking the return of objects tied to national pride and identity.





The Honduran government has formally declared Iranian-backed Lebanese group Hezbollah a terrorist
organisation.
Heavily armed Hezbollah, a Shi’ite Muslim group, has also been designated a terrorist organisation by the
U.S. government.
Last year, Argentina designated the group, which it blames for two attacks on its soil, as a terrorist
organisation and froze its assets in the country.
Other countries that have designate Hezbollah or its military wing as a terrorist organisation include
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, the European Union and Israel.

BRIDGE LINKING DENMARK TO SWEDEN




The nearly eight-kilometre (five mile) bridge linking Denmark and Sweden is to get a new lick of paint for
the first time since it opened for traffic in 2000, but it will take an estimated 13 years to complete the megaproject.
The Oresund Bridge, made famous by the Nordic noir TV crime series ‘The Bridge’, needs the fresh coat of
paint to maintain its steel structure. The project will involve painting some 300,000 square metres of
bridge.

KOSOVO-SERBIA RESUME FLIGHTS



Kosovo and Serbia agreed to launch direct commercial flights after a two-decade interval in a deal mediated
by the United States in an attempt to push the two former foes closer to normalising relations.
Direct flights were halted in 1998 when war broke out in Kosovo between ethnic Albanian insurgents and
Serbian security forces. Serbia lost control of Kosovo after NATO bombing in 1999 to drive out Serb forces,
ending a counter-insurgency in which more than 13,000 people, mainly Kosovo Albanians, were killed.

‘SHARARA, EL FEEL OILFIELDS’ IN NEWS








Libya’s National Oil Corp declared force majeure on crude loadings from the Sharara and El Feel oilfields.
The document said individuals under the supervision of the Petroleum Facilities Guard blocked pipelines
linking the Sharara oilfield to the Zawiya oil terminal and the El Feel oilfield to the Mellitah terminal.
Force majeure refers to a clause that is included in contracts to remove liability for natural and
unavoidable catastrophes that interrupt the expected course of events and restrict participants from
fulfilling obligations.
Libya declared a force majeure on its biggest oil field that will see more than 300,000 barrels per day (bpd)
of oil cuts from its production.
The shutdown of the Sharara oil field would cause a production loss of 315,000 bpd, with an additional loss
of 73,000 bpd at the El Feel oil field since it depends on Sharara for electricity supply.
Libya has struggled to maintain and increase its oil production, exploration and exports since 2011 due to
political conflict and divisions within the country.

GERMANY CONFIRMS CASE OF H5N8 BIRD FLU



A case of H5N8 bird flu has been confirmed in a wild bird in the eastern German state of Brandenburg. No
birds on farms were involved.
The health and consumer protection ministry in the state of Brandenburg added the case involved bird flu
of type H5N8 found in a wild goose in the Spree-Neisse area close to the border with Poland.
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H5N8 is a subtype of the Influenza A virus (sometimes called bird flu virus). Although H5N8 is considered
one of the less pathogenic subtypes for humans, it is beginning to become more pathogenic. H5N8 has
previously been used in place of the highly pathogenic H1N1 in studies.




A European-led naval mission in the Straits of Hormuz - a vital shipping route for world transport that has
been impacted by military tensions in the Middle East - has won more political support from countries.
The mission now had the political support of Germany, Belgium, Denmark, Greece, Italy, the Netherlands
and Portugal, besides France itself.
Previously, the Netherlands, Denmark, Greece and France had expressed support for the European-led
naval mission.
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INDIA AND WORLD

The Union Cabinet, has given ex-post facto approval on an Agreement on Security Cooperation between the
Government of the Republic of India and the Government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia that was signed
on 29th October, 2019 during the visit of Hon'ble Prime Minister to Saudi Arabia.

INDIA-BANGLADESH COOPERATION IN YOUTH MATTERS



The Union Cabinet was apprised of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between India and
Bangladesh on cooperation in Youth matters. The MoU was signed on 5th October, 2019 at New Delhi.
Exchange programmes in the field of Youth Affairs between India and Bangladesh will help in promoting
exchange of ideas, values and culture amongst Youth and in consolidating friendly relations.

INDIA-UZBEKISTAN COOPERATION IN COMBATING ORGANIZED CRIME


The Union Cabinet has given ex-post facto approval on an Agreement between India and Uzbekistan on
Cooperation in the field of Combating Transnational Organized Crime and International Terrorism, that was
signed by Union Home Minister and the Minister of Internal Affairs, Republic of Uzbekistan at New Delhi on
20th November, 2019 during the visit of Hon'ble Minister of Internal Affairs of Republic of Uzbekistan to
India.

INDIA-BRAZIL MOU ON BIOENERGY COOPERATION







The Union Cabinet has given its approval for signing of MOU between the Republic of India and the
Federative Republic of Brazil on Bioenergy Cooperation.
India and Brazil are major consumers of energy in the world and Brazil is one of the most important trading
partners of India in the entire LAC (Latin America and Caribbean) region. Brazil is currently the world's
second largest producer and consumer of biofuels and biofuels and bioelectricity accounted for 18% of
Brazil's energy mix. India also has a strong focus in the area of bio-fuels and has set a target to achieve 20%
blending of ethanol in petrol and 5% blending of biodiesel in diesel by 2030 with the announcement of new
policy on Biofuels in 2018.
During the meeting between Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and President of Brazil in India in 2016,
the two sides agreed to cooperate on research and development of renewable energies, as well as in the
field of second-generation biofuels.
In this regard, the MoU provides a framework to cooperate and promote investment in biofuel,
bioelectricity and biogas supply-chains, including feedstock, industrial conversion, distribution and end use
sectors. Few other salient features of the MoU include Exchange of information on agricultural practices
and policies regarding biomass for bioenergy, including sugarcane, corn, rice, oil-crops, and lignocellulosic
crops; policies for reducing greenhouse gas emissions levels based on the use of biofuels, using cycle
analysis and the issuance of emissions reduction certificates traded in an organized market; trade aspects
and the promotion of a joint position to address market access and sustainability of biofuels, including
advanced biofuels; Engine and fuel modifications / adjustments that may be necessary for different
percentages of biofuels blended with fossil fuels.
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The Union Cabinet has approved the signing of the Protocol to amend the Agreement between the Swiss
Federal Council and the Government of India related to air services and to exchange Diplomatic Notes with
Switzerland for bringing the amendments in the Air Services Agreement into force as per Article 17 thereof.
The amendments in the Air Services Agreement between India and Switzerland will bring it in tune with the
developments in the civil aviation sector. It will provide enabling environment for enhanced and seamless
connectivity while providing commercial opportunities to the carriers of both the sides ensuring greater
safety and security.

INDIA-SWEDEN AGREEMENT SEAFARER CERTIFICATES






The Union Cabinet has given its ex-post facto approval for the Agreement between India and Sweden on
Recognition of Seafarer Certificates, pursuant to Regulation I/10 of the International Convention on
Standards of Training, Certification and Watch-Keeping for seafarers, 1978.
The Agreement will pave the way for recognition of maritime education and training, certificates of
competency, endorsements, training and documentary evidence and medical fitness certificates for
seafarers issued by the Government of both the countries, in accordance with the provision of regulation
1/10 of the STCW Convention, and cooperation between the two countries in the training certification and
management of seafarers.
The Agreement will be beneficial to both the countries as Sweden is a ship owning nation while India is a
net seafarers supplying nation.

INDIA-SAUDI ARABIA MOU IN RENEWABLE ENERGY


The Union Cabinet chaired was apprised of a MOU between the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy of
the Government of India and the Ministry of Energy of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for cooperation in the
field of Renewable Energy. This was signed on 29th October, 2019 in Riyadh.

INDIA-BANGLADESH 49TH BORDER CO-ORDINATION CONFERENCE
Border guarding forces of India and Bangladesh held Directors General level talks in Dec 2019 in New Delhi.
Indian delegation was headed by DG BSF Vivek Johri and BD delegation was headed by DG of BGB Maj Gen
Md Shafeenul Islam, BGBM (BAR), ndc, psc.
Highlights of the Joint Record of Discussions signed by both D’sG are:  For injuries or loss of life of BSF personnel on borders while preventing criminal activities, both forces
agreed to make all possible efforts to curb the menace of cattle smuggling or any other criminal activity and
to ensure tranquility on the borders.
 For the concerns of BGB for death of Bangladesh Nationals on borders, it was told that non-lethal weapon
policy is strictly followed by BSF personnel on border. Firing is resorted to only in self defence, when BSF
patrols are gheraoed and attacked by Dahs etc. It was specified that BSF does not discriminate between
criminals based on nationality.
 For the camps of Indian insurgent groups in Bangladesh the BGB had informed that Bangladesh does not
allow its soil to be used by any entities or elements hostile to any country but agrees to take action against
miscreant, if there are any.
 Both sides agreed to take strong measures for prevention of illegal border crossing and to intensify the
simultaneous coordinated patrol in vulnerable areas.
 For the concerns of BGB of smuggling of drugs, narcotics, arms etc, both sides reviewed the steps being
taken for prevention and agreed for sharing of real time information, if any, including the relevant
information of the apprehended criminals.
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Sharing the importance of Coordinated Border Management plan in dealing with issues related to Border
Security grid. It was reiterated that joint vulnerable mapping of area to be carried out keeping in view the
crime statistics and trends.
Both sides expressed their satisfaction over the deliberations in the conference, which was meaningful and
cordial, reflecting the friendly bilateral relations between the two countries. Both sides agreed for
expeditious implementation of the decisions taken in the conference.
DG level talks between India and Bangladesh has been continuing since long. The talks are held twice
every year – once in India and once in Bangladesh. The talks follow the methodology of border level
coordination conferences. This time the talks were held in New Delhi as per schedule. India and
Bangladesh share civilizational heritage and host of factors that span virtually the entire spectrum of
interaction that is possible for neighbours to have.
Keeping the above mentioned facts in focus the Border Guarding Forces of both the countries have
established robust systems through which co-operation in Border Guarding and Border Management is
being ensured.

INDIA-FRANCE MIGRATION AND MOBILITY PARTNERSHIP




The Union Cabinet, has given its approval for the ratification of Migration and Mobility Partnership
Agreement between India and France. The Agreement was signed in March, 2018 during the State Visit of
the French President to India.
The Agreement represents a major milestone in enhancing people-to-people contacts, fostering mobility of
students, academics, researchers and skilled professionals and strengthening cooperation on issues related
to irregular migration and human trafficking between the two sides.

INDIA-MONGOLIA COOPERATION IN USES OF OUTER SPACE




The Union Cabinet has given its approval for an Agreement between Government of the Republic of India
and Government of Mongolia on Cooperation in the Exploration and Uses of Outer Space for Peaceful and
Civilian Purposes.
The Agreement would lead to set up a Joint Working Group, drawing members from DOS/ISRO and
Communications and Information Technology Authority of the Government of Mongolia, which will further
work out the plan of action including the time-frame and the means of implementing this Agreement.

INDIA-SWEDEN ON COOPERATION IN POLAR SCIENCE




The Union Cabinet, has been apprised of the Agreement on cooperation in polar science between Ministry
of Earth Sciences (MoES), India and Ministry of Education and Research, Sweden. The Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) was signed on 2nd December 2019 during the visit of Their Majesties of the Kingdom
of Sweden to India.
India and Sweden are both signatories to the Antarctic Treaty and to the Protocol to the Antarctic Treaty on
Environmental Protection. Sweden as one of the eight "Arctic States" is one of the Member State in the
Arctic Council whereas India has the Observer Status in the Arctic Council. Sweden has a vigorous scientific
program in the Polar Regions, both in Arctic and Antarctic. India likewise, has sustained scientific research
programs in both the Polar Regions as well as in the oceanic realm.

INDIA-UK MOU IN RAILWAYS




The Union Cabinet has given its approval for signing a MoU with the Department for International
Development (Government of United Kingdom) on 02.12.2019 for Enabling Energy Self-Sufficiency for
Indian Railways.
Ministry of Railways have signed MoUs/ MoCs for co-operation covering technical, policy, research &
commercial aspects in field of development of energy sector. The objective of the programme is to support
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structural reforms and the integration of renewable energy into the electricity grid. To be more specific, it
aims to achieve more sustainable and inclusive economic growth, better energy security and reduced
carbon emissions.

INDIA AND BANGLADESH INK KEY AGREEMENTS






India and Bangladesh signed key agreements in the field of Information and Broadcasting at the
Information and Broadcasting Minister’s meet 2020, in New Delhi.
A formal co-production agreement was signed on the biopic of “Banga Bandhu”, Sheikh Mujibur Rehman,
which will be released during the birth centenary year of Bangabandhu. Bangladesh has decided to
celebrate the ‘Mujib Year’ from March 17, 2020 to March 17, 2021 to mark the centenary year of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, the first President of Bangladesh.
Deepening India’s engagement with Bangladesh, an airtime exchange programme between Prasar Bharati
and Bangladesh Radio Betar was also launched.
With this launch content from Maitree service has started airing in Dhaka and reciprocally content from
Bangladesh Radio Betar has started airing on All India Radio in Kolkata.

INDIA-FINLAND MOU IN DEFENCE COOPERATION




India and Finland signed a MoU to further defence cooperation between India and Finland in Delhi. The
MoU on co-operation in the field of Production, Procurement, Research and Development of Defence related
Equipment and Industrial cooperation has been inked on the sidelines of Raisina Dialogue 2020. Under the
broad ambit of the MoU, cooperation between Finnish companies and Indian Defence Public Sector
Undertakings could be explored.
A draft MoU between the two countries in the field of defence cooperation has now been formalised in the
run up to DefExpo 2020, to be held in Uttar Pradesh capital Lucknow between February 5-9, 2020.

INDIA-NORWAY DIALOGUE ON TRADE & INVESTMENT



The first Session of India-Norway Dialogue on Trade & Investment (DTI) was convened in New Delhi in
January, 2020.
Both sides exchanged views on investment opportunities available in the respective countries as also the
facilitations being extended by respective Governments for creating attractive investment environments.
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The Union Cabinet has given its ex-post-facto approval on the Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) between
Department of Health & Family Welfare (DOHFW), Government of India and Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation (BMGF) on cooperation in the field of Health signed in November, 2019 during the visit of Mr.
Bill Gates, Co-Chair and Trustee of BMGF to Delhi.
The Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) covers the following areas of cooperation:a) To reduce maternal, neonatal and child morbidity and mortality, improve key nutrition outcomes, by
improving the reach, coverage and quality of essential primary health, immunization and nutrition services.
b) To increase the basket of choice and quality for family planning methods, specially for reversible methods,
and increase access amongst younger women.
c) To reduce the burden of select infectious diseases [TB, Visceral Leishmaniasis (VL), Lymphatic Filariasis
(LF)].
d) To strengthen health systems, including aspects such as budget utilization, management and skills of
human resources for health, digital health, strengthening supply chains and monitoring systems.
 A Program Action Committee (PAC) will be set up to further elaborate the details of cooperation and to
oversee the implementation of this Memorandum of Cooperation.
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The Commerce Secretary level meeting between India and Bangladesh was held in New Delhi.
The meeting was preceded by the 12th meeting of the Joint Working Group (JWG) on Trade, at the level of
Additional Secretaries of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, India and Ministry of Commerce,
Bangladesh on 13-14 January 2020 in New Delhi. Technical discussions were held in detail on various areas
of mutual interest in trade and commerce.

INDIA-NEPAL KALAPANI BORDER ISSSUE





Nepal and India will resolve the Kalapani border issue through dialogue. The issue was raised after India
published a new political map.
The issue was raised by Nepal after India published a new political map that showed the creation of two
Union Territories in Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh after revoking the special status of Kashmir on August
5. Ever since, diplomatic sources have maintained that both sides have made conciliatory statements which
has so far fallen short of producing a solution to the Kalapani issue.
India’s position on the Kalapani region of Uttarakhand: “Our map depicts the sovereign territory of India. The
new map in no manner revised our boundary with Nepal”. The boundary delineation exercise with Nepal is
ongoing under the existing mechanism.
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INDIA-BANGLADESH COMMERCE SECRETARY MEET





India and Pakistan exchanged details of civilian prisoners and fishermen lodged in each other’s jails. India
handed over to Pakistan the names of 267 Pakistani civilian prisoners and 99 fishermen in its custody.
Pakistan has given the High Commission of India a list of 282 Indian prisoners — 55 civilians and 227
fishermen — lodged in the country’s jails.
The lists were exchanged in keeping with the provisions of a 2008 agreement under which such lists of
prisoners are shared on January 1 and July 1 every year.

HUAWEI IN 5G TRIAL IN INDIA



China has welcomed India’s decision to include telecom major Huawei in the 5G trial.
Inclusion of the tech giant in the Indian scene had become a diplomatic issue with opposition from the U.S.
and Japan. The Chinese major was banned by the U.S. in May which led to an international campaign to stop
other countries from including it in 5G projects. The Swadeshi Jagran Manch had also cautioned the Modi
government against its inclusion.

IRAN SANCTIONS & CHABAHAR PORT






United States has given a written assurance to India that will help facilitate global banks to fund the
purchase of equipment worth $85 million to be erected at Chabahar port which India is developing in Iran.
In November 2018, the United States granted a waiver to the port from the sanctions it has imposed on the
Persian Gulf nation.
India Ports Global (a 60:40 joint venture between Jawaharlal Port Trust and Deendayal Port Trust) and
Aria Banader Iranian Port signed a deal in May 2016 to equip and operate the container and multi-purpose
terminals at Shahid Beheshti – Chabahar Port Phase-I with capital investment of $85.21 million and annual
revenue expenditure of $ 22.95 million on a 10-year lease. Cargo revenues collected will be shared by India
and Iran as per an agreed formula.
Located in the Sistan-Baluchistan Province on Iran’s South-eastern coast (outside the Persian Gulf),
Chabahar port is of great strategic importance for the development of regional maritime transit traffic to
Afghanistan and Central Asia.
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India Ports Global has ordered four rail-mounted quay cranes (RMQCs) for a combined $29.8 million from
Chinese port crane maker Shanghai Zhenhua Heavy Industries Co Ltd (ZPMC) and 14 rubber-tyred gantry
cranes or RTGCs for about $18 million from Finnish crane maker Cargotec OYJ for erecting at Chabahar
port. It had also placed orders for purchasing mobile harbour cranes at Italy’s Italgru SRL.
The payments for the equipment can only be made when LCs are opened. Once you open the LC, the other
party knows that the bank assures the money. And then, they start making the equipment. That is the whole
purpose of LC. Then, the bank releases the money as per the stages/timelines specified in the contract.
Because of the delay in opening the LCs, the equipment delivery will also be delayed.

INDIA-US DEFENCE TIES: LATEST DEVELOPMENTS















India and the US just concluded the second edition of the ‘2+2 dialogue’ in Washington DC, almost 15
months after the inaugural one in New Delhi.
This dialogue had begun with Prime Minister Modi and US President Donald Trump’s meeting in June 2017.
It has resulted in India going ahead with other similar efforts with Japan and Australia — both of which
concluded in the last month.
India’s close defence and strategic partnership with the US, now over a decade old with more than $18
billion in equipment sales and more than 19 military exercises conducted — including the recently
concluded tri-services exercise, ‘Tiger Triumph’ in November — has been growing steadily.
In 2016, the US government declared India a “major defence partner”, which made India eligible for
receiving defence technologies at par with those provided to the US’ closest allies — the NATO+5.
During that same year, India signed the Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA), the first
of the three foundational defence pacts that needs to be signed by a country to obtain high-tech military
hardware from the US.
Last year, the Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA) was also signed, and the
remaining pact, the Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement for Geo-spatial Cooperation (BECA), will
also be signed soon.
Besides these, the Defence Technology and Trade Initiative (DTTI) that was started under the Barack
Obama regime in 2012 facilitates a collaborative approach towards joint development.
The signing of the Industrial Security Annex (ISA) is a very important milestone. The ISA ensures a regime
of technology licensing and further development that will facilitate capacity building domestically. It will
provide protection and comfort to the US companies engaged in licensing technology and foster a regime
where technology development can be harnessed in India.
The maturity in dealing with issues like Iran and the Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions
Act (CAATSA), as well as the S-400 Triumf missile system from Russia gives hope to such cooperation.

IRAN TURNS BIG BUYER OF INDIAN TEA



The Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) continues to be the largest importer of Indian teas, but Iran
emerged as the most promising market this year.
Iran developed a keen taste for Indian teas and in the ten months, imported 47.45 mkg against 23.70 mkg in
January-October 2018.

US BAN ON INDIAN WILD SHRIMPS




The seafood industry has sought the intervention of the Indian Commerce Ministry for an early lifting of the
US ban on sea-caught shrimps from India, which has been imposed for non-compliance with the fishing
practice to protect sea turtles.
Wild shrimps account for almost Rs. 2,800- crore share in India’s seafood export basket, which was mainly
caught from Kerala, Karnataka, Goa and Tamil Nadu.
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Section 144 of CrPC gives power to a District Magistrate, a sub- divisional Magistrate or any other Executive
Magistrate on behalf of the State Government to issue an order to an individual or the general public in a
particular place or area to "abstain from a certain act" or "to take certain order with respect to certain
property in his possession or under his management".
The Supreme Court said internet access was integral to freedom of expression as guaranteed by the
Constitution, upheld the right of citizens to dissent peacefully and declared that governments should ensure
the press is allowed to do its job freely. The top court was ruling on petitions challenging the internet
shutdown and curbs on movement imposed in Jammu and Kashmir under Section 144 of the Criminal
Procedure Code (CrPC) after the government abrogated Article 370 and broke up the state into two Union
territories on August 5.
“Freedom of speech and expression through the medium of internet is an integral part of Article 19(1)(a) and
accordingly, any restriction on the same must be in accordance with Article 19 (2) of the constitution,” said the
court. “Freedom of trade and commerce through the medium of the internet is also constitutionally protected
under Article 19(1)(g), subject to the restrictions provided under Article 19(6).
The three-member bench led by justice NV Ramana, asked the government to review internet curbs in
Kashmir and revoke those inconsistent with its ruling in a week. In areas where internet access was
unlikely to be restored in the near future in the Jammu and Kashmir Union territory, the top court directed
that it should be granted to all government websites, banking/e-banking, hospital services and 128
essential services.
The court also said that orders restricting internet or the movement of people under Section 144 be placed
in the public domain so that they can be challenged in the appropriate judicial forums. The section has been
widely used in Kashmir, Delhi, the Northeast, Uttar Pradesh, Karnataka and elsewhere to black out the
internet and crack down on recent protests over Kashmir as well as the Citizenship Amendment Act across
the country.
Section 144 bars four or more persons from assembling in public.
“Our constitution protects the expression of divergent views, legitimate expressions and disapproval, and this
cannot be the basis for invocation of Section 144, CrPC, unless there is sufficient material to show that there is
likely to be an incitement to violence or threat to public safety or danger,” the court said.
“Orders passed under Section 144, CrPC have direct consequences upon the fundamental rights of the public in
general. Such a power, if used in a casual and cavalier manner, would result in severe illegality. This power
should be used responsibly, only as a measure to preserve law and order.” Repetitive orders under Section
144 would be an abuse of power, it said.
The court said freedom of speech and expression and the right to trade and commerce through the internet
are fundamental rights under the constitution and hence can only be subjected to reasonable curbs for
limited periods.
The court said people had a right to express dissent in a nonviolent manner and expressed its disapproval
of any law made in a “clandestine” way, likely referring to the grievance of petitioners that the public didn’t
get a chance to air its views on the change of status of the former state. The court also observed that news
organisations shouldn’t be muzzled.
The court said that the government has the power to completely ban internet and invoke Section 144 over a
large area for a long period on security grounds but this must be invoked only when it is “necessary” and
“unavoidable.” It cannot be done a “casual and cavalier manner” as it has the effect of invalidating the
fundamental rights of citizens. Any exercise of such power must be proportionate to the ends, it said.
The authorities must, before invoking any such power, consider whether the ends can be met by resorting
to other, less restrictive measures. The internet suspension rules under the Telegraph Act are not intended
to restrict access as a whole but only block particular websites, it said.
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In its order on Jammu and Kashmir, the Supreme Court made the following points with regard to the use of
Section 144 of the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC), 1973.
 Sec 144 cannot be used to suppress the legitimate expression of opinion or grievance, or the exercise of
democratic rights
 When Sec 144 is imposed for reasons of apprehended danger, that danger must be an “emergency”.
 The imposition of Sec 144 must strike a balance between the rights of the individual and the concerns of
the state.
 Powers under Sec 144 should be exercised in a reasonable and bona fide manner, and the order must
state material facts in order to enable judicial review.
 What is Section 144? Section 144 CrPC, a law retained from the colonial era, empowers a district
magistrate, a sub-divisional magistrate or any other executive magistrate specially empowered by the state
government in this behalf to issue orders to prevent and address urgent cases of apprehended danger or
nuisance.
 The magistrate has to pass a written order which may be directed against a particular individual, or to
persons residing in a particular place or area, or to the public generally when frequenting or visiting a
particular place or area.
 In emergency cases, the magistrate can pass these orders without prior notice to the individual against
whom the order is directed.
What powers does the administration have under the provision?
 The magistrate can direct any person to abstain from a certain act or to take a certain order with respect to
certain property in his possession or under his management.
 This usually includes restrictions on movement, carrying arms and from assembling unlawfully. It is
generally believed that assembly of three or more people is prohibited under Section 144.
 However, it can be used to restrict even a single individual. Such an order is passed when the magistrate
considers that it is likely to prevent, or tends to prevent, obstruction, annoyance or injury to any person
lawfully employed, or danger to human life, health or safety, or a disturbance of the public tranquility, or a
riot, of an affray.
 However, no order passed under Section 144 can remain in force for more than two months from the date
of the order, unless the state government considers it necessary. Even then, the total period cannot extend
to more than six months.
 As per Cr.PC, an aggrieved person may challenge the order of magistrate to invoke section 144. So under
section 144, Any Magistrate may, either on his own motion or on the application of any person aggrieved,
rescind or alter any order made under this section, by himself or any Magistrate subordinate to him.
 While taking such application of rescinding section 144, the magistrate concerned shall provide the
applicant an opportunity to appear before him either in person or by pleader for showing cause against the
order.
Criticism on invoking section 144 by the Government:
 Section 144 ends up conferring almost unbridled powers upon executive officers to commit any kind of
atrocities on people detained. It also takes away people’s fundamental right under Article 19 of expression
and protest against government actions and policies.
 The only check placed upon the officer before passing any order under Section 144 is whether or not it
satisfied his conscience, which is often eroded by political demands by the ruling government.
 The immediate remedy against such an order is a revision application to the magistrate himself.
 An aggrieved individual can also approach the High Court by filing a writ petition if his fundamental rights
are at stake. However, fears exist that before the High Court intervenes, the rights could already have been
infringed.
 Imposition of Section 144 to an entire state, as in UP, has also drawn criticism since the security situation
differs from area to area.
 Impact on Fundamental Rights: The orders under this provision will lead to the infringement of
fundamental rights to freedom of speech and expression, assembly and movement guaranteed under
Articles 19(1)(a),(b) and (c) of the Constitution. Hence, the orders under Section 144 have to meet the test
of “reasonable restrictions” as per Article 19.
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“Test of Proportionality”:
 Modern Dental College case (2016): To ascertain whether a restriction on liberties guaranteed under
Article 19 is reasonable or not, the Supreme Court has developed the “test of proportionality”. In the
Constitution Bench decision in Modern Dental College case (2016), the Supreme Court held that a law
imposing restrictions will be treated as proportional if :
 It is meant to achieve a proper purpose, and
 If the measures taken to achieve such a purpose are rationally connected to the purpose, and
 If such measures are Necessary.
 Also in the Puttaswamy case (2017),the SC laid down a four-fold test to determine proportionality:
 A measure restricting a right must have a legitimate goal (legitimate goal stage).
 It must be a suitable means of furthering this goal (suitability or rationale connection stage).
 There must not be any less restrictive but equally effective alternative (necessity stage).
 The measure must not have a disproportionate impact on the right holder (balancing stage).
 So, the legality of the orders passed under Section 144 CrPC will be tested on the basis of these principles of
‘reasonableness’ and ‘proportionality’.
PRIVATE PROPERTY IS A FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT: SC






A citizen’s right to own private property is a human right. The state cannot take possession of it without
following due procedure and authority of law, the Supreme Court has held in a judgment.
The state cannot trespass into the private property of a citizen and then claim ownership of the land in the
name of ‘adverse possession’, the court said.
Grabbing private land and then claiming it as its own makes the state an encroacher.
In a welfare state, right to property is a human right, a Bench of Justices Indu Malhotra and Ajay Rastogi
declared in their January 8 verdict.
Ordering the Himchal Pradesh state to pay Ms. Devi ₹1 crore in compensation, the Supreme Court noted
that in 1967, when the government forcibly took over Ms. Devi’s land, ‘right to private property was a
fundamental right’ under Article 31 of the Constitution. Property ceased to be a fundamental right with the
44th Constitution Amendment in 1978. Nevertheless, Article 300A required the state to follow due
procedure and authority of law to deprive a person of his or her private property, the Supreme Court
reminded the government.

SOCIAL MEDIA POSTING IS A FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT: HC




In a landmark order, the High Court of Tripura ordered the police to refrain from prosecuting a man who
was earlier arrested over a social media post. Chief Justice Akil Kureshi also barred the police from making
any further arrest in connection with the case.
The Chief Justice in his order broadly remarked that posting on social media was tantamount to a
“fundamental right” applicable to all citizens, including government employees.

SUPREME COURT NOD FOR SMOG TOWERS IN DELHI





The Supreme Court has agreed with the Delhi government’s proposal to install a smog tower at Connaught
Place within three months even as it passed a slew of directions to reduce air pollution.
The Bench also ordered a smog tower to be installed in Anand Vihar as pointed out by Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB). The court ordered the Delhi government to provide space of 30x30 metres for
installation of an experimental tower at Anand Vihar within seven days. The court said this project would
be funded by the Centre even as the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change would monitor it.
The court directed the project to be completed in three months.
The court directed that anti-smog guns should be used in Delhi and the National Capital Regions (NCR) at
large construction sites, road construction stretches, mining activities; large parking sites on unpaved
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areas, during large public gatherings, demolition activities and while sprinkling on dust-prone traffic
corridors.
The court made it compulsory for authorities to use of anti-smog guns in Delhi-NCR at the site of projects
that require environmental clearance from the State/Central level and which have a built-up area of more
than 20,000sqmt including excavation, material handling and other dust-generating activities. The
authorities would have to prepare a ‘pollutor pays’ policy to cover the cost of installation of the anti-smog
guns at these sites.
The court directed the Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana and Rajasthan government to identify plastic,
industrial and other toxic waste and ensure they are not burnt but incinerated. Piled-up waste has to be
removed within six weeks. The court also directed the pollution control boards of the four States to monitor
at night and take stringent action against polluting industries.
The court asked the Delhi government to work out a comprehensive plan within three months to have full
(100%) capacity to deal with garbage and wastes. The court has also directed the pollution control board
and the Indian Bureau of Standards to randomly check the quality of water supplied in Delhi and submit a
report in one month.
The court ordered penal action against developers in Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana and Rajasthan found
flouting the Construction and Demolition Waste Management Rules of 2016.
Further, the court directed the Centre, Punjab, Haryana and UP governments to prepare a scheme to give
access to small and marginal farmers to advanced farming machines such as combine harvesters, happy
seeders, etc., either free of charge or for a nominal rent.

TELCOS HAVE TO PAY DUES OF RS. 1.47 LAKH CRORE: SC












A three-judge Bench of the Supreme Court led by Justice Arun Mishra, dismissed petitions filed by telecom
companies, including Bharti Airtel and Vodafone Idea, for a review of its October 2019 judgment upholding
the recovery of past dues amounting to Rs. 1.47 lakh crore from them. The recovery by the government was
based on adjusted gross revenue of about Rs. 92,000 crore.
The Bench, rejected the review petitions in their chambers, finding no merit in them. It also rejected a plea
for an open court hearing.
On October 24 last year, the Supreme Court dealt a huge blow to telecom service providers when it upheld
the Department of Telecom’s move to recover adjusted gross revenue (AGR) of about Rs. 92,000 crore
from them.
The Bench had said the telecom sector had long reaped the fruits of the Centre’s liberalised mode of
payment by revenue sharing regime. The sector has benefited immensely under the scheme as is apparent
from the gross revenue trend from 2004 to 2015. The service providers, in turn, had failed to fulfil their
obligations to the government and instead raised frivolous objections.
The Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) calculation is what the government and telecom majors have had a
disagreement over since 2005. The telecom companies argued that AGR should include income only from
telecom operations.
The government - Department of Telecommmunications (DoT) - disagreed and said it should also include
non-telecom incomes such as the sale of assets, interest on deposits, rents, etc.
On October 24, the Supreme Court ruled in favour of the DoT, putting the telecom companies under
tremendous pressure. In its judgment, the top court accepted the DoT's AGR definition and ordered the
telecom companies to pay Rs 92000 crores to the government within three months.

CAT SETS ASIDE PUNJAB DGP’S APPOINTMENT



The Central Administrative Tribunal set aside the appointment of Punjab’s Director General of Police
Dinkar Gupta from the top post.
The tribunals decision came on an appeal filed by two IPS officers — Mohammad Mustafa and Siddhharth
Chattopadhyaya. Both officers had separately moved to the tribunal, challenging Mr. Gupta's appointment.
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In their plea the officers had submitted that they were ignored for the post even though they were senior to
Mr. Gupta.
The two-member Bench of Justice L. Narasimha Reddy, who is the Chairman of CAT, and Justice Mohd.
Jamshed while pronouncing the order, directed the UPSC and the empanellment committee to form a new
panel of three senior-most officers for appointment to the post of DGP within four weeks.

ADMINISTRATIVE TRIBUNAL SETS ASIDE IPS TRAINEE’S SUSPENSION



The Central Administrative Tribunal-Hyderabad set aside the Centre’s order suspending the offer of
employment of K.V. Maheswara Reddy, an IPS trainee cadet.
The Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) had issued an order, suspending his offer of employment,
stating that an investigation was pending against him following registration of a case.

SC USES EXTRAORDINARY POWERS TO GRANT DIVORCE TO COUPLE



Supreme Court used its extraordinary powers to grant divorce to a couple whose marriage has irretrievably
broken down to the state of a “dead letter”.
A Bench of Justices S.K. Kaul and K.M. Joseph said the ground of “irretrievable breakdown of marriage” was
yet to be recognised by the divorce law. Hence the court had to resort to its extraordinary powers under
Article 142 of the Constitution to dissolve irreparable marriages. Irretrievable breakdown of marriage had
remained outside the statutes despite two reports by the Law Commission of India to the government
recommending its insertion.

KN HIGH COURT SEES HIGHEST NUMBER OF JUDGES AT 43




The total number of judges rose to 43 in the High Court of Karnataka with the three newly appointed
additional judges assuming office. This is the highest number of judges the High Court has ever had though
the court’s present total sanctioned strength of the judges is 62.
The newly appointed judges are Maralur Indrakumar Arun, Engalaguppe Seetharamaiah Indiresh, and Ravi
Venkappa Hosmani.

RE-GRASSING IS MANDATORY AFTER MINING: SC





The Supreme Court ordered that mining lease holders should be held responsible for re-grassing mined
areas so that biodiversity gets a second chance in these scarred landscapes.
A Bench led by Chief Justice of India S.A. Bobde ordered the government to include re-grassing of mined
areas as a mandatory condition in every mining lease, environmental clearance and mining plan across the
country.
The Bench learnt that environmental issues caused by mining include erosion, formation of sinkholes, loss
of biodiversity, and contamination of soil, groundwater and surface water by chemicals from mining
processes. In fact, the effects of coal mining persist for years.

CISF CADRE TO SECURE COURTS




Chief Justice of India (CJI) Sharad A. Bobde revealed in open court that he has asked the government to
provide a “separate and dedicated cadre” of the Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) for security cover
to court complexes across the country.
A force would thwart sudden spurts of violence like the one recently seen at the Tis Hazari court complex
between lawyers and the police.
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The Supreme Court stayed a decision of the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) to reinstate
Cyrus Mistry as chairman of the multi-billion salt to software conglomerate Tata Sons.
Chief Justice Bobde orally remarked that prima facie the NCLAT may have committed an “adjudication
error” by ordering the reinstatement of Mr. Mistry.
The Article 75 (MoA) allows Tata Sons to “compulsorily purchase” shares of any shareholder. The NCLAT
had directed Tata Sons to not invoke Article 75 of the Articles of Association of Tata Sons against the
Shapoorji Pallonji group, a minority shareholder.

NCLT & CRISIS HIT JET AIRWAYS




The Mumbai Bench of National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) approved the extension of the Corporate
Insolvency Resolution Process (CIRP) for Jet Airways by 90 days.
The extension comes after the CIRP did not make any headway during the mandated 180-day period. The
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code permits one-time extension up to 90 days by the NCLT in deserving cases.
The CoC passed a resolution with vote share of 90.08 per cent for extension of the CIRP by 90 days.
Following the resolution passed by the CoC, the NCLT ordered 90-days extension for completion of CIRP.

[For IAS Prelims 2020]

SC STAYS NCLAT ORDER REINSTATING MISTRY








The Delhi High Court has issued a notice to the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare to release the
pending payment of up to ₹80 lakh to the All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) accrued over the
past 13 months for the treatment cost of patients with rare diseases.
By a court order, the Ministry and AIIMS were directed to treat free of cost any patient afflicted with a rare
disease and which has a cure in terms of drugs. AIIMS has till date treated patients by procuring Enzyme
Replacement Therapy drugs running into ₹1 crore. However, the Ministry has paid up only ₹20 lakh to the
hospital.
Patients suffering from rare diseases have been left high and dry with the Centre not being able to fund
their treatment in AIIMS.
The concept of enzyme replacement therapy for lysosomal storage diseases was enunciated by de Duve in
1964.
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ENVIRONMENT AND ECOLOGY























For the first time in the past three years, the number of tiger deaths in a year in the country has been less
than 100. According to data from the Ministry of Forest Environment and Climate Change (MoEFCC), there
were 84 cases of tiger deaths in the country and 11 cases of seizures (in which a tiger is presumed dead on
the basis of body parts seized by authorities). Both put together, the number of tiger deaths is in 2019 is 95.
In 2018, the number of tiger deaths recorded was 100 (93 mortalities and seven seizures). The number of
tiger deaths in 2017 was 115 (98 mortalities and 17 seizures), and the number of tiger deaths in 2016 was
122 (101 mortalities and 21 seizures). These figures should be seen in the context that tiger numbers in the
country were growing.
In 2019, 95 tiger deaths in India, 22 incidents of poaching. The last tiger census report, released in July
2019, had placed the number of tigers in India at 2,967, up by a third when compared with the numbers
reported in 2014.
Using technology to maintain surveillance on tigers has also come as an added advantage. It is ensured that
the M-STriPES (Monitoring System for Tigers-Intenstive Protection & Ecological Status) patrolling app is
deployed and used in every Tiger Reserve.
An analysis of the tiger mortality figures shows that 57 of the 95 deaths occurred inside Tiger Reserves,
while 38 cases of tiger deaths were recorded outside Tiger Reserves.
Madhya Pradesh, which has the highest number of tigers in the country (526, as per the last census), has
recorded the most number of cases of tiger deaths, with 31 tiger deaths reported from the central Indian
State in 2019. This was followed by Maharashtra, which reported 18 deaths. Karnataka, another State with
high tiger population, recorded 12 deaths, and Uttarakhand recorded ten deaths. Tamil Nadu recorded
seven cases of tiger deaths.
Deaths were also recorded from non-tiger bearing States like Gujarat, where a tiger had strayed into the
State and died.
The data on tiger mortality also confirms 22 cases of poaching in the country and one case of tiger
poisoning in 2019. An analysis shows that in 16 out of 22 poaching incidents, which is almost over 70% of
cases of poaching, have been reported outside Tiger Reserves.
Eight cases of poaching have been reported from Madhya Pradesh, six from Maharashtra, and two each
from Assam and Karnataka. The NTCA is counting deaths due to electrocution among the incidents of
poaching. According to experts, tigers are most vulnerable when they are outside Reserves as they are not
under surveillance. In all, 17 cases of natural deaths of tigers have been recorded, while the reason for 56
other deaths could not be ascertained.
With the increase in tiger numbers, more areas in the country need to be declared Tiger Reserves. We have
50 Tiger Reserves with an area of about 73,000 sq. km. With tigers coming out of Reserves and covering
long distances, we need more Tiger Reserves. At least three new Tiger Reserves will be added in 2020.
Touching on the issue of the first inter-State translocation of tigers to the Satkosia Tiger Reserve in Odisha,
which did not go as planned.
A pair of tigers were brought to the Satkosia Tiger Reserve from Madhya Pradesh in 2018. While the male
tiger was killed, the female tiger had to be shifted to an enclosure following death of two persons. At
present, the Odisha government is in the process of shifting the female tigress back to Madhya Pradesh.
The inter-State translocation was taken up on the basis of a well-planned protocol.
Inter-State translocation of tigers has not been stalled. There are plans to translocate tigers to the western
part of Rajaji National Park and also to the Buxa Tiger Reserve from similar tiger landscapes in Assam.
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Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has invited suggestions and comments for the proposed
amendment of Rule 115 to mandate BS VI level emission norms for Quadricycle with effect from 1st April
2020. The amendment proposes to insert separate sub-rule 17B after the sub-rule 17A.
Present emission norms for Quadricycle are Bharat Stage IV as per sub rule 17A of rule 115, notified vide
G.S.R. 518 dated 1st June 2018 having enforcement date 1st June 2018.
The proposed emission norms (Tail pipe emission, OBD) are in line with European norms. The emission
tests for ladling/acceleration. Crankcase gas emission, durability testing are as per BS VI 4W in Europe
Quadricycle category. Existing BS IV mass emission limits are in line with Euro 4 mass mission limits for
L7e-C category vehicles (equivalent to Quadricycle). Proposed emission limits as BS VI are in line with Euro
5 mass emission limits which will be applicable from 01-01-2020 in Europe. Threshold limits for emission
pollutants, conformity of production (CoP) frequency and sampling plan have been proposed.

NEW ENERGY PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR AIR CONDITIONERS











The Central Government in consultation with the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) has notified new
energy performance standards for Room Air Conditioner (RACs) on 30th October 2019.
The 240C default setting has been made mandatory from Jan 1, 2020 for all room air conditioners covered
under the ambit of BEE star-labelling program vide this notification. Additionally, the Indian Seasonal
Energy Efficiency Ratio (ISEER) as per the new standards will range from (3.30 - 5.00) for split and (2.70 –
3.50) for window air conditioners, which will be applicable from 1st January 2021 onwards.
All brands and types of star labelled room air conditioners, namely, Multi-Stage Capacity Air Conditioners,
Unitary Air Conditioners and Split Air Conditioners which are rated from one star to five star, based on
their relative energy efficiencies up to a rated cooling capacity of 10,465 Watts (9,000 kcal/hour) and
manufactured, commercially purchased or sold in India, shall ensure default setting of temperature in the
room air conditioners at twenty-four degrees Celsius with effect from the 1st January 2020.
BEE launched the voluntary star labelling program for fixed-speed room air conditioners (RACs) in 2006,
and this program became mandatory on 12th January 2009. Thereafter, in 2015, voluntary star labelling
program for inverter room air conditioners was launched and which was made mandatory with effect from
1st January 2018.
The BEE star labelling program for Room Air Conditioners now covers both fixed and inverter RAC up to a
cooling capacity of 10,465 watts (2.97 TR). Continual enhancement in performance levels has resulted in
substantial energy efficiency improvement of about 43% in the minimum energy performance standards
(MEPS) for split units, which are the most popular RACs sold in the market. ISEER (Indian Seasonal Energy
efficiency ratio) is the energy performance index used for Room Air Conditioners (RACs) and its assessment
is based on the bin hours defined in ISO 16358.
BEE is a statutory body under the Ministry of Power, Government of India. It is assisted in developing
policies and strategies with the primary objective of reducing the energy intensity of the Indian economy.
BEE coordinates with designated consumers, designated agencies, and other organization to identify and
utilize the existing resources and infrastructure, in performing the functions assigned to it under the energy
conservation act.

‘HOMO ERECTUS’ IN NEWS




The last known settlement of Homo erectus, direct ancestors of modern humans, who disappeared around
4,00,000 years ago, was situated in Ngandong on the Indonesian island of Java, a new study published finds.
According to the researchers, the human ancestors existed on the Indonesian island between 1,08,000 and
1,17,000 years ago.
Homo erectus (meaning 'upright man') were a species of archaic humans from the Pleistocene, earliest
occurrence about 2 mya. They are proposed to be the direct ancestors to several human species, such as H.
heidelbergensis, H. antecessor, Neanderthals, Denisovans, and modern humans. As a chronospecies, the
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time of its disappearance is thus a matter of contention or even convention. There are also several
proposed subspecies with varying levels of recognition.
H. erectus appear to have been much more similar to modern humans than to their ancestors, the
australopithecines, with a more humanlike gait, body proportions, height, and brain capacity. H. erectus are
associated with the Acheulean stone tool industry, and is thought to be the earliest human ancestor capable
of starting fires, speech, hunting and gathering in coordinated groups, caring for injured or sick group
members, and possibly art-making.

TYPHOON PHANFONE


Typhoon Phanfone, known in the Philippines as Typhoon Ursula, was a relatively strong and deadly tropical
cyclone which traversed through the Philippines on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day for the first time
since Nock-ten in 2016.

M.P. GETS ITS FIRST ELEPHANT COLONY IN BANDHAVGARH FOREST





Last November, elephants in herds, 38 of them, wandered into the forests of Bandhavgarh looking for food
and water, like each year. A year on, they have stayed back in Madhya Pradesh for the first time over
seasons and even bred two new calves, choosing not to return to the withering forests of north
Chhattisgarh.
The ‘Tiger State’ of Madhya Pradesh, which in the 2019 census recorded the most number of estimated
tigers at 526, thus securing the title, presently has no know-how of dealing with elephants.
Besides Bandhavgarh, two male elephants from Odisha strayed into the forests of Narsingpur. The State
government has applied with the Centre to capture them as elephant is a Schedule 1 species under the
Wildlife Protection Act,1972, and foresters anticipate a conflict in the region.

2019 PACIFIC TYPHOONS LIST
 Tropical Storm Pabuk
 Tropical Depression 01W
(Amang)
 Typhoon Wutip (Betty)
 Tropical Depression 03W
(Chedeng)
 Tropical
Storm
Sepat
(Dodong)
 Tropical Depression 04W
(Egay)
 Tropical Storm Mun
 Tropical
Storm
Danas
(Falcon)
 Tropical Depression Goring
 Tropical Storm Nari













Tropical Storm Wipha
Typhoon Francisco
Typhoon Lekima (Hanna)
Typhoon Krosa
Severe Tropical Storm Bailu
(Ineng)
Tropical
Storm
Podul
(Jenny)
Tropical
Storm
Kajiki
(Kabayan)
Typhoon
Lingling
(Liwayway)
Typhoon Faxai
Tropical Depression Marilyn
Tropical Storm Peipah















Typhoon Tapah (Nimfa)
Typhoon Mitag (Onyok)
Typhoon Hagibis
Typhoon Neoguri (Perla)
Typhoon Bualoi
Severe
Tropical
Storm
Matmo
Typhoon Halong
Typhoon Nakri (Quiel)
Typhoon Fengshen
Typhoon Kalmaegi (Ramon)
Severe Tropical Storm Fungwong (Sarah)
Typhoon Kammuri (Tisoy)
Typhoon Phanfone (Ursula)

RED SAND BOA SNAKES



Red sand boas are extremely shy, harmless and non-poisonous snakes. Since they stay under the surface
and dig soil they have strong and hard heads.
The red boa snake from India is on the verge of extinction and man’s greed, yet again, is to blame. The
Indian sand boa or Red sand boa, (scientific name Eryx johnii) is a snake species endemic to three
countries: India, Pakistan and Iran. This non-venomous snake, as the name suggests, primarily lives in
semi-desert areas and foothills, where it burrows and lives under the sand.
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Over the past few months, there have been multiple reports of snakes being seized by forest and police
personnel because they were being traded illegally. 20 snakes were seized from Mumbai, Thane, Raigad and
various other parts of Maharashtra. The snakes are smuggled to China, Nepal and even to western countries
because of its huge demand.
The trade and possession of the red sand boa is an offence under the Wildlife Protection Act 1972. The
species is listed under Schedule 4 of the Act. Also, it is listed in CITES Appendix II.

MEKONG RIVER UNDER THREAT FROM CLIMATE CHANGE













When the normally murky brown Mekong River turned a brilliant blue late last year, villagers in
northeastern Thailand were surprised.
Then, unusually large patches of green algae appeared, clogging up nets and making it almost impossible to
fish.
Both the Mekong’s strange colour and the algae have heightened worries about the health of the river that
more than 60 million people in Southeast Asia depend on for their livelihoods.
The year 2020 is shaping up to be crucial for the Mekong River, which is under threat from climate change
and faces uncertain changes wrought by two new hydropower dams that have come online in Laos in the
last three months.
Many fear the new Lao dams - the first on the Lower Mekong that generates most of the vast system’s
sediment - will impede the nutrient flow.
Normally, sediment flows all through the 2,390-km Lower Mekong, nourishing fishing grounds and
farmlands as it flows in from China then winds past Myanmar, Laos, Thailand, Cambodia and Vietnam.
It is the sediment that keeps the river a muddy brown, but when the water flow slows, the sediment can
settle.
The Mekong’s lower regions are also endangered by rising seas threatening to inundate its delta in
southern Vietnam. Ocean levels are already increasing saline levels in parts of the river, rendering the
water useless for irrigation and threatening native fish.
The first dam, the 1,285-megawatt Xayaburi Dam, began commercial operations in October. The second, the
260-MW Don Sahong near the Laos-Cambodia border, began supplying electricity this week.
While 11 dams upstream in China have affected the water’s flow in the past decade, the new Lao dams are
worrisome because the plains of Laos are where the Mekong begins to pick up most of the sediment that
feeds the system.

CYCLONE SARAI



The recent tropical cyclone Sarai in Fiji has caused over two million dollars in damage to the island nation's
infrastructure.
16 crossings and roads in the island nation were washed out, and jetties in the islands of Kadavu, Moala and
Cicia also sustained damage.

TN TO ASSESS MICRO-PLASTIC POLLUTION LEVELS







The Tamil Nadu government is set to undertake a study to assess the pollution caused by micro-plastics in
coastal areas, estuaries and lakes.
The results of the proposed study would help collect baseline data on the status of micro-plastics in these
areas.
Based on the findings, appropriate remedial and management actions would also be considered by the
government.
The study would be undertaken by the Environment Management Agency of Tamil Nadu through the
Suganthi Devadason Marine Research Institute in Thoothukudi for three years, between 2019-20 and 202122, at a cost of Rs. 81.20 lakh.
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board would fund the study.
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The term "microplastics" was introduced in 2004 by Professor Richard Thompson, a marine biologist at the
University of Plymouth in the United Kingdom.
The occurrence of micro-plastics in the environment is considered a global issue with environmental,
economic and health implications.
Plastic is often the dominant pollutant in aquatic environments. Micro-plastics can also alter the physical
conditions of marine habitats.
On sandy beaches, micro-plastics can affect the permeability and temperature of sediments when they
settle on the matrix, with consequential effect on fauna which are temperature-sensitive.
Two classifications of microplastics currently exist. Primary microplastics are any plastic fragments or
particles that are already 5.0 mm in size or less before entering the environment. These include microfibers
from clothing, microbeads, and plastic pellets (also known as nurdles).
Secondary microplastics are microplastics that are created from the degradation of larger plastic products
once they enter the environment through natural weathering processes. Such sources of secondary
microplastics include water and soda bottles, fishing nets, and plastic bags. Both types are recognized to
persist in the environment at high levels, particularly in aquatic and marine ecosystems.
Microplastics come from a variety of sources, including from larger plastic debris that degrades into smaller
and smaller pieces. In addition, microbeads, a type of microplastic, are very tiny pieces of manufactured
polyethylene plastic that are added as exfoliants to health and beauty products, such as some cleansers and
toothpastes. These tiny particles easily pass through water filtration systems and end up in the ocean and
Great Lakes, posing a potential threat to aquatic life.
There are countless sources of both primary and secondary microplastics. Microplastic fibers enter the
environment from the washing of synthetic clothing. Tires, composed partly of synthetic styrene-butadiene
rubber, will erode into tiny plastic and rubber particles as they are used.
Depending on the definition used, nanoplastics are less than 1 μm (i.e. 1000 nm) or less than 100 nm in size.
The existence of nanoplastics in the environment is under debate since detection and quantification in
environmental matrices remains a challenge. Speculations over nanoplastics in the environment range from
it being a temporary byproduct during the fragmentation of microplastics to it being an invisible
environmental threat at potentially high concentrations.
Nanoplastics are thought to be a risk to environmental and human health. Due to their small size,
nanoplastics can cross cellular membranes and affect the functioning of cells.

ANIMALS ENDANGERED BY AUSTRALIA FIRES











The Australian government committed A$50 million ($34.58 million) to an emergency wildlife recovery
program, calling the bushfires crisis engulfing the country “an ecological disaster” that threatens several
species, including koalas and rock wallabies.
Huge wildfires have razed more than 11.2 million hectares (27.7 million acres), destroying or severely
damaging the habitats of several native animals.
Some estimates suggest as many as a billion animals, including livestock and domestic pets, have either
died in the blazes or are at risk in their aftermath due to a lack of food and shelter.
Images of burned kangaroos, koalas and possums, along with footage of people risking their lives to save
native animals have gone viral around the world.
The Australian division of the Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF) has advised the government of 13
animals whose habitats have been either destroyed or severely damaged. They include three critically
endangered species: the southern corroboree frog, the regent honeyeater bird and the western ground
parrot.
Other animals at risk include koala populations across the southeast, the Kangaroo Island dunnart, glossy
black cockatoo, long-footed potoroo, western ground parrot, Blue Mountains water skink, eastern
bristlebird and the brush-tailed rock wallaby.
In a mission dubbed Operation Rock Wallaby, national park staff used helicopters to air drop thousands
of kilos of carrots and sweet potatoes to brush-tailed rock wallabies in remote areas of New South Wales
state.
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The Chilika Development Authority (CDA) expects the number of migratory birds flocking to Chilika to
cross the one-million mark for the second consecutive year in 2020.
The total bird population of Chilika lagoon will be around 10.5 lakh-10.7 lakh. This compares favourably
with the population of last year. The exact number, along with different species, will be provided by the
wildlife wing after a detailed census that is being planned by the Chilika Wildlife Division in the near future.
The migratory bird population in Chilika had crossed the one-million mark for the first time in 2019.
The Nalabana Bird Sanctuary was notified in 1987. It has one of the largest congregations with 3,74,752
birds of 114 species, including water fowls.
Most of these water fowls breed outside the subcontinent in the Palearctic region and migrate to Chilika
lagoon during the winter for roosting and feeding.
Authorities have found birds perching in areas that were recently made encroachment-free. From an area
of about 162 sq. km, enclosures used for prawn culture were uprooted and no new encroachment have
been noticed.
These areas have become the new place of congregation for the birds and the dolphin population. Areas like
Gurubai and Parikuda have become Important Bird Areas with presence of large number of migratory
ducks and geese.
It was also noticed that endangered Irrawaddy dolphins were colonising new areas free from
encroachments.

2019 WAS 7TH WARMEST YEAR SINCE 1901










The rise in average temperatures over India in 2019 was the lowest since 2016, according to a report from
the India Meteorological Department (IMD). Nevertheless, the year that went by was the 7th warmest since
record-keeping commenced in 1901.
During the year, the annual mean surface air temperature, averaged over the country, was +0.36°C above
average. The average is defined as the mean temperature from 1980-2010.
The highest warming observed over India was during 2016 or 0.71°C above the mean. 2018, which was the
6th warmest in India, was 0.41°C, and 2017 was 0.55°C warmer, than the average.
According to the World Meteorological Organisation, the rise in global mean surface temperature during
2019 (January to October) was +1.10°C.
The main contributors to the warming this year were temperatures in the pre-monsoon (March-May) and
monsoon seasons (June-September), said the IMD report titled ‘Climate Summary’.
During 2019, eight cyclonic storms formed over the Indian seas, with the Arabian Sea contributing five out
of these eight cyclones against the normal of one per year. This was a phenomenon not seen in India since
1902.
National Climate Centre, Pune.

10,000 CAMELS TO BE KILLED IN AUSTRALIA






Snipers took to helicopters in Australia to begin a mass cull of up to 10,000 camels as drought drives big
herds of the feral animals to search for water closer to remote towns, endangering indigenous communities.
"Extremely large" herds have been encroaching on rural communities — threatening scarce food and
drinking water, damaging infrastructure, and creating a dangerous hazard for drivers.
It comes after Australia experienced its hottest and driest year on record in 2019, with the severe drought
causing some towns to run out of water and fuelling deadly bushfires that have devastated the country's
southeast.
The five-day cull in the Anangu Pitjantjatjara Yankunytjatjara (APY) Lands — home to about 2,300
indigenous people in the north-west of South Australia — is the first in the state.
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South Australia's environment department, is supporting the aerial cull, said the drought had also created
"critical animal welfare issues" as some camels have died of thirst or trampled each other as they rush to
find water.
Camels were first introduced to Australia in the 1840s to aid in the exploration of the continent's vast
interior, with up to 20,000 imported from India in the six decades that followed. Australia is now thought to
have the largest wild camel population in the world, with official estimates suggesting more than one
million are roaming the country's inland deserts. The animals are considered a pest, as they foul water
sources and trample native flora while foraging for food over vast distances each day.

INDIAN PANGOLIN









Police and forest officers have arrested a 28-year-old man under sections of the Wildlife Protection Act,
1972, for trying to sell an Indian Pangolin.
The mammals are among the world’s most trafficked animals as their thick scales are said to have medicinal
properties. In India, the animal is believed to bring wealth and prosperity.
The Indian Pangolin is an endangered species and is listed under Schedule I of the Wildlife Protection Act.
The Indian pangolin, thick-tailed pangolin, or scaly anteater (Manis crassicaudata) is a pangolin found on
the Indian subcontinent.
It is not common anywhere in its range. Like other pangolins, it has large, overlapping scales on its body
which act as armour. It can also curl itself into a ball as self-defence against predators such as the tiger. The
colour of its scales varies depending on the colour of the earth in its surroundings.
It is an insectivore, feeding on ants and termites, digging them out of mounds and logs using its long claws,
which are as long as its fore limbs. It is nocturnal and rests in deep burrows during the day.
The Indian pangolin is threatened by hunting for its meat and for various body parts used in traditional
medicine.

MELTING OF HIMALAYAN GLACIERS








A study of the Satopanth glacier in order to model the melting of debris-covered glaciers has been carried
out by a group of Indian researchers. Their new method gives a better estimate of the glacier’s melting than
existing ones.
Studying debris-laden Himalayan glaciers is important from the point of view of how climate change affects
them. About 20% of Himalayan glaciers are debris-laden, and their dynamics are very different from the
ones without debris cover.
In glaciers without a debris cover, the rate of melting increases as the elevation decreases. However, in
glaciers covered with debris, the thick cover partially insulates the glacier from the warm exterior and
thereby slows down the melting. The thickness of the debris cover, by and large, increases as the glacier
flows down. This works against the general trend that the lower the elevation, the higher the rate of
melting. Matters are further complicated because the thickness of the debris cover is not uniform but
fluctuates randomly.
Satopanth glacier is located in Garhwal in Central Himalaya, in Uttarakhand. It is the origin of the river
Alaknanda, one of the two main tributaries of the Ganga. The other tributary is Bhagirathi, which originates
from the Gangotri glacier. These two rivers join at Devprayag, around 70 km upstream of Rishikesh.
Downstream of Devprayag, the river is called Ganga.

SPECIES-RICH FORESTS OFFER STABLE CARBON CAPTURE


Spending over six months conducting surveys inside Anamalai Tiger Reserve and using satellite data from
multiple locations in the Western Ghats, an international team of researchers has shown that carbon
storage was highest in species-rich evergreen forest.
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The study was done in natural evergreen and deciduous forests, and in teak and eucalyptus plantations. The
studied eucalyptus plantations had comparatively lower carbon storage, while teak plantations stored
nearly as much carbon as deciduous forests.















Kaziranga, home of the world's most one-horned rhinos, has 96 species of wetland birds — one of the
highest for wildlife preserves in India.
Officials of the Kaziranga National Park conducted the second wetland bird count on January 9-10. The
teams counted a total of 19,225 birds belonging to 96 species under 80 families.
The first waterfowl census in 2018 had yielded 10,412 birds covering 80 families from 21 families.
Kaziranga, about 220 km east of Guwahati, has a total area (tiger reserve) of 1,030 sq km with a core area of
430 sq. km.
With 6,181 individuals, the bar-headed goose led the species count, followed by the common teal at 1,557
and northern pintail at 1,359. All three belong to the family anatidae.
The other species with sizeable numbers include gadwall, common coot, lesser whistling duck, Indian spotbilled duck, little cormorant, ferruginous duck, tufted duck, Eurasian wigeon, Asian openbill, northern
lapwing, ruddy shelduck and spot-billed pelican.
More than half the birds (9,924) and 85 of the 96 species were recorded in Agoratoli Range. This was
because Sohola, the largest of Kaziranga's 92 perennial wetlands, is in this range.
The first wetland bird survey in Kaziranga, a UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1985, was conducted in
2018.
The survey, as in 2018, was done by dividing the bird roosting areas into blocks and ensuring that errors in
counting were at a minimum.
Much of the focus of conservation efforts in Kaziranga are focused on the 'big four' species— rhino,
elephant, Royal Bengal tiger and Asiatic water buffalo.
The 2018 census had yielded 2,413 rhinos and approximately 1,100 elephants. The tiger census of 2014
said Kaziranga had an estimated 103 tigers, the third highest population of the striped cat in India after Jim
Corbett National Park (215) in Uttarakhand and Bandipur National Park (120) in Karnataka.
Kaziranga is also home to nine of the 14 species of primates found in the Indian subcontinent.

TAAL VOLCANO ERUPTION








A volcano near Manila spewed a massive cloud of ash that drifted across the Philippine capital, forcing the
cancellation of flights and closure of schools and government offices as authorities warned of a possible
“explosive eruption”.
Thousands of people were evacuated from the area near Taal volcano after it suddenly shot a column of ash
and steam as high as 15 km into the sky. Lightning crackled inside the smoke and tremors shook the
ground.
Taal, one of the world's smallest active volcanoes, sits in the middle of a lake about 70 km south of the
centre of the capital, Manila.
The Philippines lies on the “Ring of Fire,” a belt of volcanoes circling the Pacific Ocean that is also prone to
earthquakes.
One of the most active volcanoes in the Philippines, Taal has erupted more than 30 times in the past five
centuries, most recently in 1977. An eruption in 1911 killed 1,500 people and one in 1754 lasted for a few
months.

CRZ RULES EASED FOR ‘BLUE FLAG’ BEACHES


The Environment Ministry has relaxed Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) rules that restrict construction near
beaches to help States construct infrastructure and enable them to receive ‘Blue Flag’ certification.
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Last year, the Ministry selected 13 beaches in India to vie for the certificate. This is an international
recognition conferred on beaches that meet certain criteria of cleanliness and environmental propriety.
The earmarked beaches are — Ghoghala beach (Diu), Shivrajpur beach (Gujarat), Bhogave beach
(Maharashtra), Padubidri and Kasarkod beaches (Karnataka), Kappad beach (Kerala), Kovalam beach
(Tamil Nadu), Eden beach (Puducherry), Rushikonda beach (Andhra Pradesh), Miramar beach (Goa),
Golden beach (Odisha), Radhanagar beach (Andaman & Nicobar Islands) and Bangaram beach
(Lakshadweep).
The Blue Flag certification, however, requires beaches to create certain infrastructure — portable toilet
blocks, grey water treatment plants, a solar power plant, seating facilities, CCTV surveillance and the like.
However, India’s CRZ laws don’t allow the construction of such infrastructure on beaches and islands. Via
an order on January 9, the Environment Ministry eased these restrictions for the “purposes of Blue Flag
certification”.
Central Government declared that for the purpose of Blue Flag Certification in such identified beaches, the
following activities and facilities shall be permitted in the Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ), including Islands,
subject to maintaining a minimum distance of 10 meters from HTL (High Tide Line).
The certification is accorded by the Denmark-based Foundation for Environment Education, with 33
stringent criteria under four major heads for the beaches, that is, (i) Environmental Education and
Information (ii) Bathing Water Quality (iii) Environment Management and Conservation and (iv) Safety and
Services.
The ‘Blue Flag’ beach is an ‘eco-tourism model’ and marks out beaches as providing tourists and beachgoers
clean and hygienic bathing water, facilities/amenities, a safe and healthy environment, and sustainable
development of the area.
The Blue Flag Programme started in France in 1985 and has been implemented in Europe since 1987, and
in areas outside Europe since 2001, when South Africa joined.
Japan and South Korea are the only countries in south and southeastern Asia to have Blue Flag beaches.
Spain tops the list with 566 such beaches; Greece and France follow with 515 and 395 Blue Flag beaches,
respectively.

ARUNACHAL TO START RED LISTING OF ORCHIDS










Arunachal Pradesh has signed an agreement with the International Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) to prepare a Red List Assessment of all orchids in the State. The pact makes Arunachal Pradesh the
first State in India to initiate IUCN's “red listing” at the State level.
Red listing is an important tool for identifying species at risk of extinction and for raising awareness of
species and habitats loss, in addition to helping policymakers and communities prioritise conservation
actions and measures needed to sustain biodiversity.
The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species provides taxonomic, conservation status and distribution
information on taxa that have been globally evaluated using the IUCN Red List Categories and Criteria. This
system is designed to determine the relative risk of extinction, and the main purpose of the IUCN Red List is
to catalogue and highlight those taxa that are facing a higher risk of global extinction - those listed as
Critically Endangered, Endangered and Vulnerable. The taxa assessed for the IUCN Red List are the bearers
of genetic diversity and the building blocks of ecosystems, and information on their conservation status and
distribution provides the foundation for making informed decisions about conserving biodiversity from
local to global levels.
The IUCN Red List is a critical indicator of the health of the world’s biodiversity.
A powerful tool to inform and catalyze action for biodiversity conservation and policy change, it is critical in
protecting the natural resources.
This project is spread across 12 months, wherein training workshops for Red List Assessment will be
conducted by experts from IUCN Red List Unit and Species Programme Headquaters, Gland in Switzerland.
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Madhya Pradesh Forest Department in 2019 planted 70 lakh saplings of such threatened tree species in a
bid to revive biodiversity, support livelihoods and combat climate change.
With around a quarter of its area under forests, Madhya Pradesh, according to the India State of Forest
Report, 2019, has the largest forest cover of 77,482.49 sq. km in the country. And of the 216 naturally
occurring tree species in the State, 32 face the threat of extinction.
Under working plans prepared by 11 locals units across the State, the threatened species were identified as
having less than 1% of cover in forests, based on surveys in 300-400 plots of 0.1 hectare each selected
randomly in each district. Moreover, the wing collated data based on field studies and reviewed third-party
studies by research institutes.
A species was deemed threatened also due to the present threat and future threat perception to it, adding
that saplings were nurtured in government-run nurseries in their local conditions.
The threatened species include bija, having high timber and fodder value, used to cure diabetes and make
concussion equipment; tinsa, used to improve fertility in women; salai, producing resin and gum; and
dahiman, used to cure high blood pressure.
The species, being revived in compliance with International Union for Conservation of Nature guidelines,
could also withstand harsh climatic conditions, and vagaries of nature, thereby proving useful to combat
climate change and mitigate its effects.
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Odisha wildlife experts and researchers sighted 146 endangered Irrawaddy dolphins in Chilika Lake, which
boasts of the highest single lagoon population of the aquatic mammal in the world.
The dolphin census was simultaneously taken up in Chilika and off Odisha coast. The Chilika Development
Authority (CDA) is elated that the direct sighting of 146 dolphins meant that its population in the lake
would stabilise well above 150. According to last year’s census, the Irrawaddy dolphin population in Chilika
was 151.
According to hydrophone monitoring carried out round the year in Chilika, the highest number of
Irrawaddy dolphins (20-25) was moving around Rajhans, followed by the Magarmukh and Malatikuda
areas, where dolphins numbering between 17-20 were expected.
The total population of these aquatic mammals in the world is estimated to be less than 7,500. Of these,
more than 6,000 Irrawaddy dolphins have been reported from Bangladesh, while the dolphin distribution
in Chilika is considered to be the highest single lagoon population.
The wildlife wing of the State Forest and Environment Department would provide a more precise number
of the adult and calf population of Irrawaddy dolphins after detailed analysis.

ENDEMIC PLANT HABITATS IN EASTERN GHATS






The results published in Environmental Monitoring and Assessment show that by 2050 the total human
population in the Eastern Ghats region is expected to reach 2.6 million, raising pressure from
anthropogenic activities. There will be a demand for land for food, road and other activities leading to
encroachments and threat to the habitats of endemic and RET species.
The broken hill-ranges of the Eastern Ghats, spread across Odisha, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka
and Tamil Nadu, are home to unique ecosystems. Though it has over 450 endemic plant species, the region
remains one of the most exploited and degraded ecosystems of India. With intensifying agricultural
practices, urbanisation and pressures from mining and deforestation, the precious habitat of endemic and
rare, endangered and threatened (RET) species could be reduced, even leading to species loss.
The study team looked at available plant species data and identified 22 endemic species recorded from over
250 locations and 28 RET species recorded from nearly 800 locations in the Eastern Ghats. They then
studied the soil, land use, anthropogenic activities and climate changes in these areas. They used
simulations to predict how the area will change by 2050 and 2070.
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The endemic species were found to be distributed in the core areas of the forests - Kalahandi, Mahendragiri,
Nallamalai-Seshachalam, Kolli and Kalrayan hill forests. On the other hand, the rare, endangered and
threatened species were distributed not only in the core areas but also in the periphery of the forests, thus
taking a greater hit from anthropogenic disturbances.
The mean temperature and rainfall were all crucial for the plant species and simulations showed that the
temperature is likely to increase by 1.8 degree Celsius by 2050 to 1.98 degree Celsius by 2070. The rainfall
is also projected to increase by 113 millimetre by 2050 and 160 millimetre by 2070.
The regional or local climate change (warming) has led to frequent prolonged non-rainy days, increased
number of days with maximum and minimum temperatures resulting in loss of soil moisture and soil
degradation. These factors have also contributed to the occurrence of frequent forest fires, eliminating
regeneration of the less-frequent endemic species in the forest.
Studies from across the globe have shown that the tropics are losing more plant biodiversity than other
regions, stressing the need for urgent conservation strategies. The team adds that more studies and setting
up species inventories to identify and record species can help on conservation efforts.

AUSTRALIA'S DINOSAUR-ERA PINES








Australia’s Wollemi Pines survived the dinosaurs, and now firefighters have nursed them through the
country’s worst bushfires in generations to live another day.
The giant prehistoric trees were thought to be extinct until 1994, when authorities found 200 of them in a
national park near the Blue Mountains north-west of Sydney.
Since kept secret to protect them from contamination, their location has been devastated during a bushfire
season that has razed about 11 million hectares (27 million acres) across the country’s southeast - an area
roughly a third the size of Germany - since September.
The Gospers Mountain ‘megafire’ wiped out most of the trees’ home in Wollemi National Park, but they
emerged virtually unscathed after air tankers dropped fire retardant and firefighters set up irrigation
systems to protect them.
Bushfires are common during Australia’s summer but this fire season started unusually early. The blazes
have killed 29 people, destroyed more than 2,500 homes and killed or injured an estimated 1 billion native
animals.

2019 WAS SECOND-HOTTEST YEAR EVER













Last year was the Earth’s second-hottest since records began, and the world should brace itself for more
extreme weather events like the bushfires ravaging much of Australia, the World Meteorological
Organization (WMO) said.
The Geneva-based WMO combined several datasets, including two from the U.S. space administration NASA
and the UK Met Office.
These showed that the average global temperature in 2019 was 1.1 degree Celsius (2.0 Fahrenheit) above
pre-industrial levels, creeping towards a globally agreed limit after which major changes to life on Earth are
expected.
Australia had its hottest, driest year ever - a precursor to the bushfires.
Governments agreed at the 2015 Paris Accord to cap fossil fuel emissions enough to limit global warming to
1.5 Celsius (2.7 Fahrenheit) above pre-industrial levels - after which global warming is expected to be so
severe that it will all but wipe out the world’s coral reefs and most Arctic sea ice.
However, the WMO has previously said that much greater temperature rises — of 3-5 Celsius (5.4-9.0
Fahrenheit) — can be expected if nothing is done to stop the rise in harmful emissions, which hit a new
record in 2018.
The United States — the world’s top historic greenhouse gas emitter and leading oil and gas producer —
began the process of withdrawing from the Paris Agreement last year.
The hottest year on record was 2016, when a recurring weather pattern called El Nino pushed the average
surface temperature to 1.2 Celsius (2.2 Fahrenheit) above pre-industrial levels, the WMO said.
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The Earth's inner core is hot, under immense pressure and snow-capped, according to new research that
could help scientists better understand forces that affect the entire planet. The Earth’s inner core is capped
by snow made of tiny particles of iron, much heavier than the snowflakes seen in the atmosphere.
The iron-snow falls from the molten outer core and piles up in the inner core of the Earth creating stacks
that are up to 320 km thick.

PEREGRINE FALCON HAS FASTEST VISION SPEED






The peregrine falcon, one of the world's most common predatory birds, has the fastest vision in the animal
kingdom, and can register nearly 130 frames per second.
In comparison, humans see up to a maximum of 50 to 60 blinks per second.
They added that at a movie theatre, a speed of 25 images per second is sufficient for humans to perceive it
as film, and not as a series of still images.
The peregrine falcon has the fastest vision, registering 129 Hz (blinks per second) in a high light intensity
environment. Under the same conditions, the saker falcon can see 102 Hz and the Harris's hawk 77 Hz.
This is the first time scientists have studied the speed of vision among birds of prey, calculating how fast
they sense visual impressions.
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EARTH IS CAPPED BY “IRON-SNOW“








Twenty-one mugger crocodiles live in ten village ponds adjoining Ghodahada reservoir of Odisha’s Ganjam
district that houses 44 of these reptiles.
This example of peaceful coexistence of humans and crocodiles in the Digapahandi forest range under
Berhampur forest division was revealed during annual crocodile census conducted in the region.
As per the census, the number of mature crocodiles in Ghodahada reservoir and its adjoining area has
increased from 58 in January 2019 to 65 in 2020. In 2019, there were 43 muggers in the reservoir, while 15
were living in the nearby village ponds.
The number of mature crocodiles is increasing in the region. In 2018, their number was 45.
The crocodiles of the Ghodahada reservoir and its adjoining village ponds have never harmed any villagers
or domestic animals.

NEW ACs WITH DEFAULT SETTING OF 24°C









The 24°C condition has been made mandatory from January 1, for all room air-conditioners covered under
the ambit of BEE star-labelling programme.
This would mean that when new range of air-conditioners are switched on, their starting temperature will
be 24 degree Celsius. This is being done to promote energy-efficient practices. The default setting norm is
part of the new energy performance standards for room air-conditioners notified in October 2019.
All brands and types of star-labelled room air conditioners, namely, Multi-Stage Capacity Air Conditioners,
Unitary Air Conditioners and Split Air Conditioners which are rated from one star to five star, based on
their relative energy efficiencies up to a rated cooling capacity of 10,465 Watts (9,000 kcal/hour) and
manufactured, commercially purchased or sold in India, shall ensure default setting of temperature in the
room air conditioners at 24°C with effect from the January 1, 2020.
Other energy performance standard norms will be implemented from next year. The Indian Seasonal
Energy Efficiency Ratio (ISEER) as per the new standards, ranging from (3.30 - 5.00) for split airconditioners and (2.70 – 3.50) for window air conditioners, which will be applicable from January 1, 2021
onwards.
BEE launched the voluntary star-labelling programme for fixed-speed room air-conditioners in 2006 and
became mandatory in 2009.
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The Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD), also known as the Indian Nino, is an irregular oscillation of sea surface
temperatures in which the western Indian Ocean becomes alternately warmer (positive phase) and then
colder (negative phase) than the eastern part of the ocean.
The Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) has returned to neutral, signalling the potential arrival of Australia’s delayed
annual monsoon and some desperately awaited relief for the bushfire-ravaged country.
The Australian Bureau of Meteorology announced that an aggressive positive phase of the IOD may have
collapsed and that the Indian Ocean returned to neutral after one of the strongest positive IOD events to
impact Australia in recent history.
The IOD is expected to remain neutral in the coming months, meaning that it will have little influence on the
Australian and global climate. Closer home, the decay of the IOD event should help taper off the easterly
flows across the South Indian peninsula and associated hit-or-miss thunderstorms across the geography.
However, the IOD’s legacy of widespread warm and dry conditions (ascending air, lower pressure, cloud
and rain over the West Indian Ocean matched only by descending air, higher pressure, hot and dry air, nil
clouds/rain to the East, the near Australian coast) during the second half of 2019 primed the Australian
landscape for bushfire weather and heat waves this summer.
In the Pacific Ocean, although indicators suggest neutral (neither El Nino or La Nina) conditions, the
tropical ocean near and to the West of the Date Line remains warmer than average, potentially drawing
some moisture away from Australia.
Most climate models indicate the Equatorial Pacific will remain neutral until at least March-May (end of the
Southern Hemisphere autumn), meaning it will have limited influence on Australian and global climate.
When the IOD and Pacific conditions are neutral, Australia’s climate can be impacted by more local or shortterm climate drivers.
Meanwhile, tropical cyclone Blake, which formed off the Kimberley coast of West Australia, presented a
striking contrast to the raging bushfires to the South-East of the vast island-continent. Blake is the first
tropical cyclone to form in the Australian region for the 2019-20 tropical cyclone season.
A second tropical system currently over the Arafura Sea, north of the Northern Australian Territory, is
forecast to develop to tropical cyclone intensity in the coming days, potentially making landfall on the North
Coast. Unfortunately, both the cyclones have chosen to form on the wrong side of the fire-stricken country.
The IOD phenomenon was first identified by climate researchers in 1999.
A positive IOD is associated with droughts in Southeast Asia and Australia.

VIETNAM SEIZES IVORY, PANGOLIN SCALES







Vietnamese authorities have seized more than two tonnes of pangolin scales and ivory from Africa. Trade in
ivory and pangolin is illegal in Vietnam but wildlife trafficking remains widespread.
Pangolins, known as scaly anteaters, are critically endangered.
Pangolins have large, protective keratin scales covering their skin; they are the only known mammals with
this feature.
Pangolins are threatened by poaching (for their meat and scales, which are used in Chinese traditional
medicine) and heavy deforestation of their natural habitats, and are the most trafficked mammals in the
world.
As of January 2020, of the eight species of pangolin, three (Manis culionensis, M. pentadactyla and M.
javanica) are listed as critically endangered, three (Phataginus tricuspis, Manis crassicaudata and Smutsia
gigantea) are listed as endangered and two (Phataginus tetradactyla and Smutsia temminckii) are listed as
vulnerable on the International Union for Conservation of Nature Red List of Threatened Species.

WORLD'S OLDEST RHINO' DIES


A rhino believed to the world’s oldest has died at the age of 57 in a Tanzanian conservation area. Fausta, a
female black rhino, died of natural causes in captivity in the Ngorongoro Crater.
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Fausta was first located in 1965 at between three and four years’ old by a scientist. Her health deteriorated
from 2016 after hyena attacks, when she was taken into refuge.
Decimated by poaching, black rhinos now number around 5,500. The smaller of the two African species,
they are found around south and east Africa, including Kenya, Tanzania, Namibia, South Africa and
Zimbabwe.

AUSTRALIA'S ANTARCTIC GATEWAY TASMANIA GETS HOTTER





Temperatures soared in Australia’s normally icy cool state of Tasmania, the country’s closest point to the
South Pole, reaching more than double the summer average with hot air blowing in from a scorching
mainland.
The mercury in the state’s capital Hobart hit 40.8 degrees Celsius (105.4 Fahrenheit), which would make it
the city’s hottest December day on record.
The unusual summer temperatures, even in the country’s coldest places, stem from the extreme conditions
that have stoked one of Australia’s worst bush fire seasons.

CYCLONE CALVINIA




Mauritius closed its main airport as the tropical cyclone Calvinia approached.
The Indian Ocean island’s meteorological service said Calvinia had remained almost stationary for some
time at about 120 kilometres (72 miles) east of Mahebourg, a small village in southeastern Mauritius.
In 1994, Cyclone Hollanda killed two people, destroyed 450 homes and caused $135 million in damage
when it hit Mauritius.

THAILAND BAN PLASTIC BAGS





Thailand began the year with a ban on single-use plastic bags at major stores, continuing a campaign
launched by the government and retailers towards a complete ban in 2021 to reduce waste and debris in
the sea.
Thailand was ranked sixth among the world’s top countries that dumps waste into the sea.
The country reduced the use of plastic bags by 2 billion, or about 5,765 tonnes last year, in the first phase of
campaign to encourage consumers’ voluntarily refusal of plastic bags from stores.

ALASKA VOLCANO



One of Alaska’s most active volcanoes, a towering ice-covered cone in the Aleutian Islands, shot a cloud of
ash more than 8 kilometres high, triggering a warning to aviators.
The ash burst from Shishaldin Volcano, about 1,080 kilometres southwest of Anchorage, was part of an
on-and-off, mostly low-level series of eruptions that began in July with a stream of lava from the crater at
the peak of the 2,869-metre mountain.

QUAKE RATTLES PUERTO RICO



A 5.8-magnitude earthquake off the southern coast of Puerto Rico damaged homes and destroyed a rock
formation on a beach.
The quake was shallow at 3.7 miles (6 km) beneath the surface with an epicentre 8 miles (13 km) southsoutheast of Indios, enough to rattle the southwestern corner of the Caribbean island. It was the largest in a
series of quakes that have struck the area over the past two weeks.
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The number of fires in the Amazon rainforest grew 30.5% in 2019 from the previous year, according to data
released.
The number of fires detected in the Amazon region was 89,178 in 2019 compared with 68,345 fires in
2018. Although the number of fires rose, it was still below the historic average of 109,630 fires in the
Amazon each year.
The Amazon is the world’s largest tropical rainforest and is considered key to the fight against climate
change because of the vast amounts of planet-warming carbon dioxide it absorbs.
The urgent need to protect the Amazon has come under the spotlight as deforestation in Brazil, home to the
biggest share of the Amazon, rose to its highest in over a decade in 2019 under the administration of
President Jair Bolsonaro.

REVIVAL OF NEAR-EXTINCT NORTHERN WHITE RHINO






Scientists working to save the northern white rhinoceros from extinction plan to implant its artificially
developed embryos in another, more abundant rhino subspecies in Kenya.
The northern white rhino came closer to extinction in 2018 when the last known living male died in
Kenya’s Ol Pejeta Conservancy. The only surviving northern white rhinos now are a mother and daughter,
which also live at the site, making them the world’s most endangered mammal.
The International Rhino Foundation estimates there are roughly 18,000 southern white rhinos surviving,
mostly in South Africa. It puts the total number of black rhinos at about 5,500.
Kenya, which was home to as many as 20,000 rhinos in the 1970s, now has about 650, mostly black rhinos.

'CLIMATE REFUGEES' IN NEWS








As global temperatures soar, Australia could become so hot and dry that the country’s residents could
become climate refugees.
Australia is in the midst of one of its worst fire seasons on record, with bushfires burning since September
and claiming the lives of 28 people, killing more than a billion animals and razing forests and farmland the
size of Bulgaria.
Some fires were so monstrous that they created their own weather pattern causing dry lightning and fire
tornadoes as a three-year drought left woods tinder-dry.
Climate refugees, or environmental migrants, are people forced to abandon their homes due to change in
climate patterns or extreme weather events.
Mann, the recipient of last year’s Tyler Prize for Environmental Achievement, is on a sabbatical in Australia
where he is studying climate change.
The brown skies over Sydney in recent days was a result of human-caused climate change led by record
heat and an unprecedented drought.

100 BLN EURO EU CLIMATE FUND






Poland and Germany will be the biggest beneficiaries of a new 100-billion-euro (£85.7 billion) EU fund
designed to help coal-dependent regions move towards a greener economy.
All EU countries, except Poland, agreed they should transform their economies over the next 30 years to
combat climate change and ensure they do not emit more carbon dioxide than they absorb.
Poland did not sign up to the 2050 neutral-emissions goal, arguing its energy systems and economy are too
dependent on coal and lignite to make the transition in that time.
The aim is to generate 100 billion euros for investment in regions with the highest CO2 emissions and the
most jobs linked to fossil fuels.
Poland and Germany, which are the EU’s biggest industrial emitters and have the highest number of such
jobs, will receive about 40% of the total fund.
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The transition fund’s 100 billion euros, over seven years, will come from leveraging a small amount of
public money from the EU budget, 7.5 billion euros, aiming to attract much bigger sums of private
investment by covering the riskiest parts of projects.
Of the 7.5 billion euros, Poland will get the maximum allocation of 2 billion euros, the documents showed.
Germany will be second with 877 million.
Once boosted by cash from the EU’s Regional Development Fund and Social Fund, and money national
governments are obliged to contribute under EU rules, the Polish amount will rise to about 7.7 billion euros
and the German total to 4.6 billion.
These will then jump to 27.3 billion euros for Poland and 13.4 billion for Germany once private investors
join.
Germany plans to end its use of lignite, or brown coal, in power plants by 2038. It had agreed to about 40
billion euros of compensation for affected regions, workers and companies.

CHINA TO PHASE OUT SINGLE-USE PLASTICS







China is stepping up restrictions on the production, sale and use of single-use plastic products.
Vast amounts of untreated plastic waste are buried in landfills or dumped in rivers. The United Nations has
identified single-use plastics as one of the world’s biggest environmental challenges.
China issued the new policy, said plastic bags will be banned in all of China’s major cities by the end of 2020
and banned in all cities and towns in 2022. Markets selling fresh produce will be exempt from the ban until
2025.
Other items such as plastic utensils from takeaway food outlets and plastic courier packages will also be
phased out.
By end of 2020, the restaurant industry will be banned from using single-use straws. By 2025, towns and
cities across China must reduce the consumption of single-use plastic items in the restaurant industry by
30%.

UN'S DECARBONISATION TARGET FOR SHIPPING








At least $1 trillion (769 billion pounds) of investment in new fuel technology is needed to enable the
shipping industry to meet U.N. targets for cuts in carbon emissions by 2050.
The global shipping fleet, which accounts for 2.2% of the world’s CO2 emissions, is under pressure to
reduce those emissions and other pollution. About 90% of world trade is transported by sea.
U.N. shipping agency, the International Maritime Organization (IMO), aims to reduce the industry’s
greenhouse gas emissions by 50% from 2008 levels by 2050, a target that will require the swift
development of zero or low emission fuels and new ship designs using cleaner technology.
In the first study into costs, researchers estimated that the cumulative investment needed between 2030
and 2050 would be between $1 trillion to $1.4 trillion, or an average of $50 billion to $70 billion annually
for 20 years.
If the shipping industry was to fully decarbonise by 2050, this would require further investment of some
$400 billion over 20 years, bringing the total to $1.4 trillion to $1.9 trillion.

‘NEANDERTHALS’ IN NEWS





Neanderthals are an extinct species or subspecies of archaic humans who lived in Eurasia until about
40,000 years ago. They probably went extinct due to competition with or extermination by immigrating
modern humans or due to great climatic change, disease, or a combination of these factors.
Neanderthals collected clam shells and volcanic rock from the beach and coastal waters of Italy during the
Middle Paleolithic, according to a study.
Neanderthals are known to have used tools, but the extent to which they were able to exploit coastal
resources has been questioned. In this study, researchers explored artifacts from the Neanderthal
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DETECTION OF CORN NITROGEN STRESS


For corn growers, the decision of when and how much nitrogen fertilizer to apply is a perennial challenge.
Scientists have shown that nanosatellites known as CubeSats can detect nitrogen stress early in the season,
potentially giving farmers a chance to plan in-season nitrogen fertilizer applications and alleviate nutrient
stress for crops.

WORLD'S WILDLIFE IN DANGER





A new study says that the planet's wildlife is increasingly under the boot of humanity.
Using the most comprehensive dataset on the "human footprint," which maps the accumulated impact of
human activities on the land's surface, researchers, found intense human pressures across the range of a
staggering 20,529 terrestrial vertebrate species.
Of that figure, some 85 percent or 17,517 species have half their ranges exposed to intense human pressure,
with 16 percent or 3,328 species entirely exposed.

METHANE DISCHARGE FROM ARCTIC OCEAN







The atmospheric concentration of methane, a potent greenhouse gas, has almost tripled since the beginning
of industrialisation. Methane emissions from natural sources are poorly understood. This is especially the
case for emissions from the Arctic Ocean.
The Arctic Ocean is a harsh working environment. That is why many of the scientific expeditions, are
conducted in the summer and early autumn months, when the weather and the waters are more
predictable. Most extrapolations regarding the amount of methane discharge from the ocean floor, are thus
based on observations made in the warmer months.
This means that the present climate gas calculations are disregarding the possible seasonal temperature
variations.
The study was conducted west of the Norwegian Arctic Archipelago Svalbard -- an area affected by a branch
of North Atlantic Ocean current called West Spitzbergen Current. The observations were made at 400
meters water depth, where the ocean floor is known for its many methane seeps.

OCEAN ACIDIFICATION IS DAMAGING SHARK SCALES






While regular fish have flat scales, shark 'scales' look more like teeth. But their denticles also cover their
body and in particular influence their ability to swim. The denticles are made up of a compounds containing
calcium.
The increasing amount of carbon dioxide (CO2) in the atmosphere due to climate change has also led to a
higher concentration of CO2 in the oceans. The CO2 dissolves in the seawater to create carbonic acid that
acidifies the oceans.
This higher acidity has already been found to damage the calcium carbonate in corals and other animals
with calcium-based structures. The research has found that the more acidic seawater is also affecting
sharks.
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archaeological cave site of Grotta dei Moscerini in Italy, one of two Neanderthal sites in the country with an
abundance of hand-modified clam shells, dating back to around 100,000 years ago.
The findings join a growing list of evidence that Neanderthals in Western Europe were in the practice of
wading or diving into coastal waters to collect resources long before Homo sapiens brought these habits to
the region.
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The protection of Australia's threatened species could be improved by a factor of seven, if more efficient
'umbrella' species were prioritised for protection.
Umbrella species are species which when preserved, indirectly protect many other plant and animal
species.
The researchers investigated what umbrella species could maximise the flora and fauna benefiting from
management, while considering threats, actions and costs.
The koala, red goshawk, matted flax-lily and purple clover are more efficient umbrella species, yet none of
these appear on the existing federal government priority species list.
Australia has committed to prevent further extinction of known threatened species and improve their
conservation status by 2020.

CYANOBACTERIA AS SOURCE OF METHANE


Cyanobacteria, also known as blue-green algae, are among the most common organisms on Earth. A
research team has now shown for the first time that Cyanobacteria produce relevant amounts of methane
in oceans, inland waters and on land. Due to climate change, "Cyanobacteria blooms" increase in frequency
and extent, amplifying the release of methane from inland waters and oceans to the atmosphere.
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'UMBRELLA' SPECIES TO IMPROVE CONSERVATION







Researchers have discovered signals due to slow slip events with large amounts of slip along the Nankai
Trough subduction zone just southeast of Japan.
Slow earthquakes such as these slow slip events are exceedingly difficult to detect using conventional
seismological techniques, especially in offshore areas. However, because understanding slow earthquake
events is essential for evaluating the risks posed by more violent seismic events like megathrust
earthquakes, new methods have been developed to address this problem.
For this research, a Global Navigation Satellite System-Acoustic ranging (GNSS-A) combination technique
was used to monitor changes in the absolute position of the seafloor.
The Nankai Trough is one of the world's best studied seismogenic subduction zone, where large
megathrust earthquakes have repeatedly occurred every 90-150 years. The last major earthquakes in this
region occurred in 1944 and 1946, and the next earthquake is anticipated in the middle of this century.
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COMMITTEES AND PANELS










The expert committee on development strategies for Andhra Pradesh led by retired IAS officer G.
Nageswara Rao recommended that the Secretariat, the Chief Minister’s camp office, summer Assembly and
a High Court (HC) Bench be set up in the Visakhapatnam metropolitan region, the State legislature, HC
Bench and the Governor and Ministers’ quarters in the ‘Amaravati-Mangalagiri complex’ and the HC and
allied courts in Kurnool as per the Sribagh Pact.
Besides, the committee made the recommendation that iconic buildings that would have an everlasting
impact could be built in the upland area in the vicinity of Acharya Nagarjuna University and A.P. Special
Police 6th battalion at Mangalagiri and infrastructure developed in the existing capital region which were
not vulnerable to floods.
Another significant recommendation is setting up four commissionerates comprising VisakhapatnamSrikakulam-Vizianagaram (north coastal), East Godavari-West Godavari-Krishna (central coastal), GunturPrakasam-Nellore (south coastal) and Anantapur-Chittoor-Kadapa-Kurnool (Rayalaseema) regions for the
sake of administrative convenience on the lines of the pattern followed in Karnataka.
The committee comprises Prof. Mahavir of the School of Planning and Architecture, New Delhi, Anjali
Mohan, urban and regional planner, Sivananda Swamy from the Centre for Environmental Planning and
Technology, Ahmedabad, K.T. Ravindran, retired professor of the Delhi School of Architecture and K.V.
Arunachalam, retired chief urban planner from Chennai.
The State government has constituted a 16-member high-power committee to examine the reports of the
expert committee and Boston Consulting Group (BCG) on the issue of the State Capital.
The committee comprises Finance and Legislative Affairs Minister Buggana Rajendranath Reddy, Deputy
Chief Minister Pilli Subhash Chandra Bose, Municipal Administration and Urban Development Minister
Botcha Satyanarayana, Industries Minister Mekapati Gowtham Reddy, Education Minister Adimulapu
Suresh, Home Minister Mekathoti Sucharita, Agriculture and Horticulture Minister Kurasala Kanna Babu,
Animal Husbandry, Fisheries and Marketing Minister Mopidevi Venkata Ramana, Civil Supplies Minister
Kodali Sri Venkateswara Rao (Nani) Transport & Information & Public Relations Minister Perni
Venkataramaiah (Nani), Principal Advisor to Chief Minister, Director General of Police, Chief Commission of
LA & Special Chief Secretary, and Secretary (MA & UD), Secretary (Law). The Chief Secretary will act as
member convenor.

HIGH LEVEL COMMITTEE APPROVES CENTRAL ASSISTANCE TO 7 STATES






The High Level Committee (HLC), chaired by the Union Minister for Home Affairs met in New Delhi to
consider additional central assistance to seven states, which were affected by floods/ landslides/cloudburst
during south west monsoon 2019.
HLC approved additional central assistance of Rs. 5908.56 crore to seven States from National Disaster
Response Fund (NDRF) - Rs. 616.63 crore to Assam, Rs. 284.93 crore to Himachal Pradesh, Rs. 1869.85
crore to Karnataka, Rs. 1749.73 crore to Madhya Pradesh, Rs. 956.93 crore to Maharashtra, Rs. 63.32 to
Tripura and Rs 367.17 crore to Uttar Pradesh for floods/ landslides/cloudburst during south west monsoon
2019.
Earlier, the Central Government has released an interim financial assistance of Rs. 3,200 crore to 4 States Rs 1200 crore to Karnataka, Rs 1000 crore to Madhya Pradesh, Rs 600 crore to Maharashtra and Rs 400
crore to Bihar. In addition, during 2019-20, till date, Centre Government has released Rs 8068.33 crore to
27 States as Central share from State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF).
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Following allegations of a road being constructed on the Yamuna riverbed near Mathura, the National
Green Tribunal has directed a joint committee comprising Uttar Pradesh government officials to look into
the matter.
A Bench headed by NGT chairperson Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel said: “Let the veracity of the allegations be
verified by a joint committee of U.P. State Pollution Control Board, U.P. Irrigation Department and District
Magistrate, Mathura. The joint committee may look into the matter and furnish a factual and action taken
report within one month.”

UGC PANEL ON EVALUATION REFORMS

















The UGC panel on evaluation reforms was set up in May 2018 and chaired by Bharati Vidyapeeth ViceChancellor M.M. Salunkhe. In its report, it recommended the development of question banks, relative
grading, higher weightage to internal assessments and full choice-based credit transfer in all higher
education institutions.
A National Board may be established to conduct on-demand examinations at the undergraduate degree
level, it has recommended. Starting with distance programmes for popular degree courses, on-demand
examinations should be open to all, without any age or eligibility restrictions.
Reform recommendations were built around the fact that many students graduating from undergraduate
and postgraduate programmes across the country are unemployable. To change that situation, curricula
and evaluation systems must focus on learning outcomes, knowledge, attitudes and skills though a more
flexible framework than currently exists.
On-demand examinations: Assessment can take place when the learners consider themselves ready to
appear. Thus readiness depends on the learner and not institutions. An advantage of this system may result
in reduced number of failures [and] malpractices in examinations.
This would initially aid students of distance education programmes. The initiative envisions extensive use
of technology and automation and question papers drawn from question banks.
In fact, the panel suggests that question banks be used more widely in question paper setting across the
university system. The UGC should initiate the development of large, well-thought out question banks for
major subjects, drawing on the expertise of teachers from across the country and improving the quality of
testing. Specific examinations can then draw about 70% of questions from such banks, with another 30% of
questions coming from the individual paper-setter.
The panel also recommended that all autonomous or high-ranked institutions start to follow a relative
grading system, the Cumulative Grade Point Average (CGPA) method, instead of the current absolute
grading system, thus allowing for comparative performances among peers and reducing the negative effect
of pass and fail grades. Such institutions should also consider higher levels of internal and continuous forms
of assessment, as high as 60%, said the panel, adding that all institutions should have some internal
assessment, with a recommended proportion of 30% to begin with.
A number of private universities have now switched to the CGPA method, which involves awarding points
to students on a scale of 1 to 10 with 10 being the highest and 1 being the lowest. The Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs) have been following the CGPA method of assessment for a long time now. The panel
recommends that other institutions also adopt it.
While the UGC issued guidelines to all universities in 2015 to offer students a choice based credit system,
the current reality is that there is little flexibility or choice for learners, said the panel. It added that
students should have the freedom to opt for courses beyond their core specialisations. Uniform grading and
credit transfer policies must be evolved for this to work, said the report.
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The State government has appointed a committee under Relief and Rehabilitation secretary Kishor RajeNimbalkar to inquire into the alleged irregularities in the Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj Research Training
and Human Development Institute (SARTHI), Pune.
SARTHI is registered under the Companies Act, 2013, as a non-profit government company for research,
policy advocacy and training for socio-economic and education development of Maratha, Maratha-Kunbi,
Kunbi-Maratha, Kunbi communities and the families dependent on agriculture.
It was formed by the previous government on the lines of the Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Research and
Training Institute aimed at providing opportunities to the youth from the Scheduled Caste community.

GOM TO PREVENT SEXUAL HARASSMENT AT THE WORKPLACE


















The Group of Ministers (GoM) headed by Union Home Minister, which was constituted to strengthen the
legal framework to prevent sexual harassment at the workplace, has finalised its recommendations.
The recommendations, which include addition of new provisions to the Indian Penal Code. The GoM was
constituted first in October 2018 in the aftermath of the #MeToo movement after many women shared
their ordeal on social media. It was reconstituted in July 2019 under Mr. Shah.
The other members of the GoM are Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, Human Resource and
Development Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal and Women and Child Development Minister Smriti Irani.
The Women and Child Development Ministry had steered the Sexual Harassment of Women and Workplace
(Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act in 2013, which was applicable to government offices, the private
sector, NGOs and the unorganised sector.
The proposed amendments would be largely based on the Vishaka Guidelines laid down by the Supreme
Court in 1997, on which the 2013 Act was based. It made the employer responsible to prevent or deter acts
of sexual harassment at the workplace.
The 2013 Act had shortcomings like giving the powers of a civil court to the internal complaints committee
(ICC) without specifying if the members need to have a legal background. It only imposed a fine of ₹50,000
on employers for non-compliance. The Act said the employer shall provide assistance to the woman if she
chooses to file a complaint under the IPC “against the perpetrator after the conclusion of the enquiry”.
The GoM also examined the report of the Justice J.S. Verma Committee that was constituted in the wake of
the Nirbhaya gang-rape and murder in 2012. The Verma committee had recommended an employment
tribunal, instead of an ICC, as dealing with such complaints in-house could discourage women from coming
out.
As per National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) the number of sexual harassment incidents at “work or
office premises” registered under Section 509 IPC (words, gesture or act to insult the modesty of a woman)
were 479 and 401 in the years 2017 and 2018 respectively.
Among the cities, the highest number of such cases were registered in Delhi (28), Bengaluru (20), Pune (12)
and Mumbai (12) in 2018. The total number of sexual harassment incidents in 2018 including that in public
places, shelter homes and others was 20,962.
The MHA in December 2018 had written to all States to ensure that the ICC under the 2013 Act was
constituted and notified to the police departments.

AMU SETS UP ONE-MAN JUDICIAL PANEL



Aligarh Muslim University has set up a one-man judicial panel to conduct an internal inquiry into violent
incidents that rocked the campus recently.
The inquiry into the violent incidents that took place on the campus on December 15 and 16 will be
conducted by former Chief Justice of Chattisgarh High Court, Justice V.K. Gupta.
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The State government has set up a 10-member committee to ensure speedy disposal of complaints pending
with the Slum Rehabilitation Authority (SRA), including cases of corruption in the housing projects.
Nearly 1,000 of the 1,513 SRA projects currently under way are stuck for various reasons, including lack of
funds with the developer or complaints by tenants. The projects not being completed have meant that the
fate of nearly one lakh slum dwellers hangs in the balance.

PANEL ON STATISTICS




The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation has constituted a 28-member Standing
Committee on Statistics (SCES) chaired by former Chief Statistician Pronab Sen to improve quality of data
amid criticism of the government over political interference.
Earlier, in March 2019, expressing concern over “political interference” in influencing statistical data in
India, as many as 108 economists and social scientists had called for restoration of “institutional
independence” and integrity to the statistical organisations.

NATIONAL MEDICAL COMMISSION





The head of Delhi AIIMS’ ENT head-neck surgery department, Professor Suresh Chandra Sharma, was
appointed as the chairman of National Medical Commission (NMC). The NMC has been mandated with
framing policies for regulating medical institutions and medical professionals in the country.
The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has approved the appointment of Mr. Sharma for a period of
three years or till the age of 70 years.
Rakesh Kumar Vats, the Secretary General in the Board of Governors of the Medical Council of India, has
been appointed as secretary of the commission for a similar term.

COMMITTEE OF CREDITORS EXTENDS JET’S EOI DEADLINE





The Committee of Creditors (CoC) of Jet Airways (India) Ltd., at their seventh meeting held in Mumbai,
approved a proposal to extend the deadline for accepting Expression of Interest (EoI) from interested
parties to January 15, 2020 from the earlier January 6, 2020.
They have also decided that this would be the last extension of deadline, failing which liquidation
proceedings will kick in.
Recently, the NCLT, Mumbai, had granted 90 days’ extension for the resolution of Jet Airways case.

JNU PANEL TO PROBE VIOLENCE






The Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) formed a five-member committee to look into the violence on the
campus on January 5.
The committee comprises Prof Shashant Mishra, Prof Santosh Vipula, Prof Mazar Asif, Sudheer Pratap Singh
and Prof Bhaswati Das.
On January 5, more than 30 students of the university including JNU Students Union JNUSU President Aishe
Ghosh were injured and taken to the AIIMS Trauma Centre after a masked mob entered JNU and attacked
them with sticks and rods.
JNU Vice Chancellor M Jagadesh Kumar.

CHANDRU TO HEAD FEE FIXATION COMMITTEE


The Supreme Court, in August 2003, had ordered the constitution of committees headed by retired High
Court jusdges to fix fees for students admitted in private professional educational institutions
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The Tamilnadu State government has appointed Justice K. Chandru, retired judge of Madras High Court as
the chairman of a fee-fixation committee for private agricultural colleges in the State. His name was
nominated by Chief Justice Amreshwar Pratap Sahi.
Apart from the chairperson, the committee comprises of a Member Secretary and seven other members.
Agriculturist OVR. Somasundaram of Odayakulam in Pollachi Taluk of Coimbatore district has been named
as one of the members.

GST GRIEVANCE REDRESSAL COMMITTEE


















The Finance Ministry announced the setting up of the Grievance Redressal Committee (GRC) to resolve
issues related to the Goods & Services Tax (GST).
This action is a follow-up of the decision taken by the GST Council on December 18. It was decided that
GRCs will be constituted at zonal/State level with both CGST and SGST officers, including representatives of
trade and industry and other stakeholders (GST practitioners and GSTN etc.). The committees will address
grievances of specific/general nature of taxpayers at the zonal/ State level.
At the zonal/State level, the committee will have Zonal Principal Chief Commissioner/Chief Commissioner
of Central Tax and Chief Commissioner/Commissioner of State Tax as co-chairs. Up to 12 representatives of
various trade bodies, and up to four representatives from prominent Associations of Tax Professionals like
chartered accountants, tax advocates, tax practitioners etc., will be nominated as the members of the
committees.
Nodal officers of the Information Technology Grievances Redressal Committee of the Central Tax and State
Tax, and representative of GSTN handling the concerned zone/State will also be part of the committee.
The Additional/Joint Commissioner of office of Zonal Principal Chief Commissioner/Chief Commissioner of
Central Tax and an officer nominated by the Chief Commissioner/Commissioner of State Tax will act as the
Secretaries of the GRC.
The committee will examine and resolve all the grievances and issues faced by the taxpayers, including
procedural difficulties and IT-related issues.
It can refer any issue requiring a change in Act/Rules/Notification/ Form/Circular/ Instruction, etc., to the
GST Council Secretariat and the relevant Policy Wing of the CBIC (Central Board of Indirect Taxes and
Custom). IT-related issues will be referred to GSTN.
Whenever a GST policy related issue is referred by a GRC, the concerned Policy Wing of CBIC would
examine the said policy issue, and if required, would make suitable recommendation on process the same
for placing it before the GST Council for its consideration/approval.
Likewise, if the matter is related to IT-related issue pertaining to GST portal, the same would be resolved by
GSTN in a time-bound manner, preferably within one month. The stakeholders will send their
grievances/suggestions to the Secretary of the Committee, who shall place the same before the Committee.
Further, the Secretary of the Committee shall also submit a quarterly progress report to the GST Council
Secretariat as well as to the GST Policy Wing, CBIC.
For time-bound handling of grievances and accountability, GSTN will develop a portal for recording all
grievances (including their scanned images) and their disposal.
The Committee will be constituted for a period of two years, and the term of each member will also be for a
period of two years.

MAHARASHTRA PANEL FARMERS LOANS





The Maharashtra government has appointed a sub-committee to study and recommend an appropriate
scheme for farmers having overdue of short-term crop loan/restructured crop a loan above ₹2 lakh and for
those who have repaid their crop loan on time.
State Finance Minister Ajit Pawar will head the seven-member committee comprising five ministers and
principal secretary (State Cooperatives).
In December, Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray announced a crop loan waiver with an upper ceiling of ₹2
lakh. However, later the GR was issued stating that loans up to ₹2 lakh taken between April 1, 2015 and
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March 31, 2019 and which have not been repaid till September 30, 2019 will be eligible for the waiver.
Farmers, whose crop loan and restructured loan is more than ₹2 lakh will not be eligible for any benefit
under the scheme.



The market regulator SEBI has set a deadline for listed companies to split the post of chairman and
managing director by two years. The deadline is March 31, 2020.
A committee led by Uday Kotak had first suggested such a move to SEBI as part of a major overhaul of
corporate governance norms for listed companies. The suggestion was that only a non-executive director
should be made chairman, which would eventually lead to the splitting of the posts of chairman and MD.
The idea is to segregate the roles between the chairman, who presides over the board and deals with
broader issues, and the MD, who is mainly in charge of the day-to-day operations.
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

















Indian Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has been closely monitoring the situation after the
reports of confirmed cases of novel Corona virus (nCoV) including several death from Wuhan, China.
Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is an infectious disease caused by SARS-CoV-2, a virus closely related
to the SARS virus.
Coronaviruses (CoV) are a large family of viruses that cause illness ranging from the common cold to more
severe diseases such as Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS-CoV) and Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (SARS-CoV). A novel coronavirus (nCoV) is a new strain that has not been previously identified
in humans.
Coronaviruses are zoonotic, meaning they are transmitted between animals and people. Detailed
investigations found that SARS-CoV was transmitted from civet cats to humans and MERS-CoV from
dromedary camels to humans. Several known coronaviruses are circulating in animals that have not yet
infected humans.
The disease is the cause of the 2019–20 coronavirus outbreak. It is primarily spread between people by
small droplets from infected individuals when they breathe or cough. Time from exposure to onset of
symptoms is generally between 2 and 14 days. Hand washing, maintaining distance from people who are
coughing, and not touching one's face is recommended to prevent the disease. It is recommended to cover
one's nose and mouth with a bent elbow when coughing.
People may have few symptoms or develop fever, cough, and shortness of breath. Cases can progress to
pneumonia and multi-organ failure. There is no vaccine or specific antiviral treatment, with management
involving treatment of symptoms, supportive care, and experimental measures. The case fatality rate is
estimated at between 1% and 3%.
The World Health Organization (WHO) and U.S. Centers for Disease Control (CDC) recommend those who
suspect that they are carrying the virus wear a surgical face mask and seek medical advice by calling a
doctor rather than directly visiting a clinic in person. Masks are also recommended for those who are taking
care of someone with a suspected infection. Masks are not recommended for the general public.
The WHO has declared the 2019–20 coronavirus outbreak to be a Public Health Emergency of International
Concern (PHEIC).
As of January 2020, only Mainland China was listed as an area with known ongoing community spread of
the disease.
Coronaviruses are large family of viruses, which cause illnesses to people and also circulate in animals
including camels, cats and bats. Rarely, animal coronaviruses can also evolve and infect people.
There are no specific antiviral medications approved for this disease.

DNA ANALYSIS CENTRE AT CFSL, CHANDIGARH





Minister of State for Home Affairs, inaugurated a State-of-the-Art DNA Analysis Centre at CFSL, Chandigarh.
This new Advanced Forensic DNA Analysis Lab has been set up under the Nirbhaya Fund scheme, with an
allocation of Rs.99.76 crores. This Centre will provide State-of-the-art facility for (i) Sexual Assault and
Homicide Unit (ii) Paternity Unit (iii) Human Identification Unit and (iv) Mitochondrial DNA Unit. DFSS has
ensured that this Centre is fully equipped with modern DNA Profiling tools and equipment. This Advanced
Forensic DNA Analysis facility has a capacity of examining 2000 cases per year.
MHA would be setting up of Women Help Desks in all Police Stations and setting up Anti- Human
Trafficking Units in all Districts.
DNA Analysis has become critical in ensuring timeliness and efficiency in completion of criminal
investigation as well as better convictions. Forensic DNA Profiling is a very sensitive and reproducible
technique that has become one of the most valuable tools in modern criminal investigation such as human
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identification in mass disasters, paternity and maternity disputes, identification of victim and suspect in
rape and murder cases, child swapping in hospitals, identification of deceased, organ transplantation and
immigration.
The Directorate of Forensic Science Services under the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has set up Central
Forensic Science Laboratories (CFSLs) in the country. These are situated at Bhopal (Madhya Pradesh),
Chandigarh, Guwahati (Assam), Hyderabad (Telangana), Pune (Maharashtra) and Kolkata (West Bengal).
Apart from assisting States in undertaking forensic examination of evidence, the predominant role of CFSLs
is to undertake R&D activities with a view to develop new forensic techniques, adopt the latest
developments in basic sciences for forensic analysis and disseminate this information to the other Forensic
Science Laboratories.

'GUIDED-MISSILE' CANCER DRUGS





Dozens of drugmakers are conducting human trials for a record 89 therapies that pair antibodies with toxic
agents to fight cancer, evidence of renewed confidence in an approach that has long fallen short of its
promise.
These antibody-drug conjugates, or ADCs, from companies including AztraZeneca and GlaxoSmithKline, are
described by researchers as “guided missiles” packing a powerful anti-cancer punch.
They are engineered to zero in on tumours and then release cytotoxins that deliver up to 10,000 times the
potency of standard chemotherapy, while minimizing damage to healthy tissue.

THAILAND ROLLS OUT CANNABIS BASED CLINIC








Thailand opened its first full-time clinic specialising in traditional and alternative cannabis-based medicine.
Thailand, which has a tradition of using cannabis to relieve pain and fatigue, legalized marijuana for
medical use and research in 2017 to boost agricultural income.
There are already around 25 cannabis clinics attached to general hospitals.
Cannabis production, cultivation and sale has been limited to licensed Thai producers for the next four
years to protect the domestic industry. Currently, only hospitals and research facilities are allowed to apply
for cannabis production and extraction licenses.
Last year, Thailand dropped cannabis and hemp extracts from its narcotics list and proposed a draft law
that would allow each household to grow six cannabis plants.
Four types of drugs, containing different combinations of cannabidiol (CBD) and tetrahydrocannabinol
(THC), the psycho-active ingredient in cannabis, were given to patients to treat migraine, insomnia, neck
pain and muscle stiffness.

BOMB-GRADE URANIUM FOR MAKING MEDIAL ISOTOPES



The U.S. Energy Department has waived a ban on licenses for the export of weapons-grade uranium for
making medical isotopes.
Radioisotopes are used for a variety of medical purposes such as imaging, diagnosis and treatment of
cancer.

NASA, BOEING PROBE SOFTWARE GLITCH





NASA is opening an independent investigation with Boeing over a software glitch that prevented its
unmanned astronaut capsule from reaching the International Space Station in December.
Boeing Co’s (BA.N) CST-100 Starliner astronaut capsule had a successful launch for its first unmanned test
mission, but what has been described as an automated timer error prevented the spacecraft from attaining
the correct orbit for it to rendezvous and dock with the space station.
The spacecraft, a cone-shaped pod with seats for seven astronauts, landed successfully in White Sands, New
Mexico six days earlier than planned, after its December launch.
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The landing, which tested the capsule’s difficult re-entry into the atmosphere and parachute deployment,
yielded the mission’s most valuable test data.









Indian Railways has decided to modernize its Signalling system on its entire network by implementing
Modern Train Control system with LTE based MTRC. This is one of the most ambitious modernization
projects of Indian Railways, which envisages upgradation of signaling system for improving safety, Line
Capacity and to run trains at higher speed.
Accordingly, a work of Modernization of Signalling system on entire Indian Railway network has been
included in Works Programme 2018-19 at a cost of Rs. 77,912 Crores, to be implemented after approval of
NITI Aayog, Extended Board for Railways (EBR) and sanction of CCEA. The work includes provision of:
 Automatic Train Protection (ATP) System
 Electronic Interlocking System
 Remote Diagnostic & Predictive Maintenance System
 Long Term Evolution (LTE) based Mobile Train Radio Communication (MTRC) System
 Centralized Traffic Control System (CTC) /Train Management System (TMS)
As a prelude to taking up the above modernization work of signalling system on pan-India basis, 4 works of
total 640 Route KM at a total cost of Rs. 1810 Crores have been sanctioned as pilot projects in
Supplementary WP 2018-19 for extensive trials. The four sections are Renigunta (RU) – Yerraguntla (YA)
section on South Central Railway, Vizianagaram (VZM) –Palasa (PSA) section on East Coast Railway, Jhansi
(JHS) – Bina (BINA) Section on North Central Railway and Nagpur (NGP) – Badnera (BD) Section on Central
Railway. These are some of the busiest routes on Indian Railway with heavy traffic.
M/s RailTel Enterprises Ltd. (REL), a 100% subsidiary of RailTel Corporation of India Ltd. (RCIL) has been
given responsibility to implement these four pilot projects on behalf of Indian Railway. Tenders have since
been invited and are under evaluation.
In connection with works of raising of speed up to 160 kmph to reduce travel time from existing 18 hours
to 12 hours on Delhi – Mumbai and Delhi – Howrah High Density routes, Modern Train Control system shall
be implemented on these two routes separately.

AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY STANDARDS (AIS)-155







The Union Ministry of Road Transport & Highways (MoRTH) has notified GSR935 (E) dated 18th December
2019 regarding to Automotive Industry Standards (AIS)-155 in respect of Microdot identifiers if affixed on
the motor vehicles and their parts, components, assemblies, sub-assemblies through amendment in Rule 92
of the Central Motor vehicles (Fourteenth Amendment) Rules1989. Microdots will enhance the security of
vehicles.
As per a new notification, “ The Manufacturers who are affixing microdot identifiers in the motor vehicles
and their parts, components, assemblies, sub-assemblies shall conform to Automotive Industry Standards
(AIS)-155 as amended from time to time.”
The Central Motor vehicles (Fourteenth Amendment) Rules, 2019 comes into force on the date of
publication in the Official Gazette.
The draft rules to amend the Central Motor Vehicles Rules, 1989 were published, vide notification of the
Union Ministry of Road Transport and Highways in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary.

INDIA'S FIRST CNG BUS


In a major step towards making India a gas-based economy and making CNG as the eco-friendly option for
long distance transport in the country, Minister of Petroleum & Natural Gas, unveiled India's first long
distance CNG bus fitted with composite CNG cylinders, which can travel around 1000 kms in a single fill.
The project has been executed by Indraprastha Gas Limited (IGL) and has been achieved through
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pioneering design of Type IV Composite Cylinders in buses, replacing traditional very heavy Type-I Carbon
Steel cylinders.
Delhi has witnessed revolution in shift towards cleaner, gas based fuels. Over 500 CNG stations are
operating in Delhi NCR today and about 12 lakh piped natural gas connections have been provided. Over
1,000 PNG connections are being provided daily in the NCR. Long haul CNG buses originating from Delhi to
other locations will further drive this shift towards cleaner gas based fuels.
The introduction of long range CNG buses fitted with light weight composite cylinders has the capacity to
revolutionize the fight against air pollution across the nation. Even after shifting of the entire public
transport fleet in the national capital to CNG as per mandate of Supreme Court of India, inter-state buses
coming from other cities to Delhi continued to run on diesel. Delhi Transport Corporation had stopped all
its inter-state routes in 2001 due to unavailability of CNG in the neighboring states. CNG buses are on
Indian Roads for more than two decades now but due to on-board storage issues these buses are having a
range of 200-250 KM per fill only, thus the application of CNG buses in short distance or Intra City
Transport only.
Mahindra & Mahindra, & Agility Fuel Solutions of USA have partnered with IGL for this project, involving
introducing the new concept of light weight Type IV composite cylinders in buses. These cylinders are 70%
lighter than the Type - I (all steel) cylinders which are being used in India currently. The main advantage of
these Cylinders is that due to its lighter weight, the number of cylinders can be increased in the vehicle thus
creating more storage capacity on-board. The buses which used to carry only 80-100 Kg of CNG with steel
cylinders can carry 225-275 Kg of CNG with new composite cylinders. More storage of CNG means more KM
range of buses. Buses fitted with Type IV Composite Cylinders have a running range of approx. 800- 1000
KM per fill of CNG.
IGL has procured 5 number of Mahindra's Type IV buses. The Buses would be given to Uttarakhand
Transport Corporation (UTC) on lease basis after the launch. These will ply on Inter-city routes from Delhi
to Dehradun and will be the first CNG Buses in Uttarakhand. Now with this launch, DTC and other State
Transport Corporations can again start their long haul operations through CNG Buses. In addition, with
more capacity of CNG in one vehicle, it is likely that there shall be reduction in queues at the CNG Stations as
these buses will not have to come frequently for fueling.
Apart from purchasing new OEM manufactured Type IV buses, Fleet owners and State Transport
Corporations also have the option of retrofitting their existing CNG buses having Type I (Steel Cylinders)
with lightweight Type IV Cylinders. Retrofitting with Type IV CNG cylinders is also possible in buses
running on other fuels.
This initiative of IGL has the potential of paving way for reduction of buses using diesel as a fuel for Inter
City Transport thereby contributing in a major way towards reduction of pollution. This is also a big step
towards achieving the vision of making India a gas based economy and creating green highways.

FIRST TRIAL RUN OF DOUBLE STACK TRAIN CONDUCTED







An inaugural Trial-Run of Indian Railways (IR) freight train on the newly built Rewari-Madar section of
Western Dedicated Freight Corridor (WDFC), covering a distance of about 306 kms (Total 663 track Km)
was conducted.
The trial run was flagged off from New Kishangarh Station in the presence of Anurag Sachan, Managing
Director, Dedicated Freight Corridor Corporation India Limited (DFCCIL).
The Rewari-Madar section is in Haryana State (for approximately 79 Km in Mahendragarh & Rewari
districts) and Rajasthan State (for approximately 227 Km in Jaipur, Ajmer, Sikar, Nagaur & Alwar districts).
This section contains 16 major bridges and viaduct (1 viaduct & 15 major bridges), 270 minor bridges, 4
Rail Fly Overs, 19 Road Over Bridges (11 completed and 8 under construction) & 178 Road Under Bridges
eliminating 148 Level crossings. There are 9 newly built DFC stations in this section, six crossing stations
(i.e. New Dabla, New Bhagega, New Sri Madhopur, New Pachar Malikpur, New Sakun and New Kishangarh)
and three junction stations (i.e. New Rewari, New Ateli and New Phulera).
DFCCIL will run freight trains at the maximum speed of 100 Kmph hour as against the current maximum
speed of 75 kmph on Indian Railway tracks whereas the average speed of freight trains will also be
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increased from existing speed of 26 kmph on Indian Railways lines to 70 kmph on Dedicated Freight
Corridors (DFC).
 Total cost of works on this section is Rs. 3918 Crore, excluding land.
 The opening of this stretch will benefit various industries in Rewari – Manesar, Narnaul, Phulera &
Kishangarh areas of Rajasthan & Haryana. In addition to this, the container depot of CONCOR at Kathwas
will also come on DFC map and get advantage in terms of faster throughput.
Highpoints:
 Heavy haul train operation with 32.5 Ton axle load has been envisaged for the first time in India (currently
practiced only in USA, Canada, Brazil, Australia, China, Russia South-Africa and Sweden-Norway)
 Double line electric (2 X 25 KV) track to undertake higher haulage at higher speeds
 Automated New Track Construction (NTC) machine with record single day track laying of more than 3 km.
 More Powerful Locomotives 7000 kW (9000 HP) CO-CO 6 axles
 High rise Over Head Equipment (OHE) of 7.4 meter height (existing IR OHE 5.5 m) for double stack
container movement on flat wagons
 Train Protection and Warning System (TPWS) for safe and efficient operation
 Connecting Multi Modal Logistic Hubs and Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor
 Water Conservation through Rainwater harvesting in all the stations and RUBs (road under bridge)
 Reduced Energy Consumption using latest technology
 Recycling and Re-use - Construction materials and Waste management
 Green Initiatives - developed as “Low Carbon & Energy Efficient Green Transportation” with reduce GHG
emissions w.r.t. freight transportation by existing rail and road system
 Exclusive operation for freight trains.
 After having successfully run Track Recording Car of RDSO on 20th and 22nd October 2019 and Oscillation
trials of BOXNS Wagons at 110 Kmph, trial runs are being conducted on the DFCCIL tracks. These wagons
have a Tare weight i.e. own weight of 19.85 ton and a carrying capacity of 80.15 ton. These wagons have
14% more weight carrying capacity than the wagons being currently used on Indian Railways. The DFCCIL
infrastructure is well placed to utilise the carrying capacity of these wagons.
 Currently, Indian Railways freight trains can carry 61 -71 ton weight per wagon at an approximate speed of
60 kmph. The newer, advanced wagons can carry weights upto 81 ton per wagon at an approximate speed
of 100 kmph. The newer wagons are safer and modern too.
 Trial runs of BLCS-A and BLCS-B wagon prototype have also ensued. These wagons have enhanced axle
load of 25 ton and been designed for DFCCIL by RDSO’s wagon department. The design will maximize
capacity utilization and uniform distributed and point loading. These wagons on a long-haul double stack
container train on the WDFC can carry 4 times in terms of container units compared to the current traffic
on Indian Railways.
E-BCAS PROJECT






Minister for Civil Aviation launched the Biometric enabled Centralised Access Control System (CACS) and
‘e-BCAS Project Training Module.
The two projects launched are important milestones to enhance security and ease of doing business at
airports.
Covering 43 Airports of AAI and 5 Joint Venture airports at present, the CACS project is aimed to digitize the
employee movement process at the airports. This multi-layered security system encompasses the
uniqueness of the Airport Entry Permit (AEP) users, biometric authentication in addition to PIN-based
identity verification through contactless smart card technology, which manages access of personnel along
with RFID based automated vehicle access control system according to the region, terminal, zone, and gate
access privileges. The cost of the card is Rs. 225, which shall be valid for three years. Biometric ID
(Biometric enabled Centralised Access Control System having chip embedded smart AEPs) thus issued, is
non-duplicable.
An MoU was signed between ECIL and BCAS on 17th December 2015 with an overall investment of Rs.34.92
crore. The project aimed to digitize the existing mechanism at the airports and reduce human intervention
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systematically as until now employees were issued laminated paper based Aerodrome Entry Permit.
Airports Authority of India successfully conducted SAT (Site Acceptance Test) at various airport i.e.
Ahmedabad, Chennai & Kolkata recently.
CACS project shall facilitate the ease of processing, enhanced security and prevent unauthorized entry into
airport, alert authorities to an attempted intrusion or other irregularities for immediate response; overall
not only leading to ease of doing business, but also an enhanced security system.
CACS project is bound to assist around 2 Lakhs employees of various stakeholders who move in & out of the
airport on a daily basis.
‘e-BCAS Project: Training Module’ is aimed at helping more than 1.5 lac employees of various stakeholders
by migrating from manual process of training to digital platform.The objective of the e-BCAS project is to
make all the activities in the BCAS transparent, user-friendly, and efficient and above all, the project intends
to provide an ease of doing business with the stakeholders.
All 29 Aviation Security Training Institutes (ASTIs) have been registered as User Entities and now they can
make nominations for various courses online. Moreover, the system will also allow its users to check the
approvals by BCAS, declaration of results and QR coded online certificate generation will also be done
through this project only. This would result in making the entire training ecosystem of BCAS transparent as
well as efficient.
Prior to the launch of this project, the whole process of training from the registration/ nominations to
approval of courses as well, declaration of the results, and issuance of certificates etc. was being done
manually. BCAS conducts training, testing and certification courses through its International Civil Aviation
Organisation (ICAO) Certified ASTC (Aviation Security Training Centre, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi) and
through approved Aviation Security Training Institutes (29 ASTIs as of now) of various Airlines, Airport
operators, Aviation Security Group (ASG) and ASTIs of other entities.Apart from these, international
courses by ICAO, Department for Transport, United Kingdom, and Transport Security Authority (USA) are
conducted by ASTC in India.
e-BCAS Project: The ‘e-BCAS’ project envisaged to achieve a “paperless office” under e-Governance
initiative of GoI. Its aimed at facilitating external stakeholders to access BCAS system by digital automation
of all internal office procedures in 2016, the project was approved by Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) at
an estimated cost of Rs.21.69 crore. The e-BCAS project included Training module, Quality Control and
Operational module and Administration etc. After modifications, the current training module part has been
completed at an estimated cost of Rs.30.00 lakhs approx. only. In due course of time, with the integration of
all three modules into the platform of e-BCAS, the processing time in giving clearances and approvals will
be reduced considerably. These steps will ease the process of training, audit/inspections, enhance the
throughput as well as a lot of time, energy and precious man hours of all stakeholders.

DGCA LAUNCHES PHASE-1 SERVICES OF E-GCA









Phase-1 services of the e-Governance (eGCA) project of Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) was
launched by Secretary, Ministry of Civil Aviation.
With this launch, the issue of Commercial Pilot License (CPL-A) with Flight Radio Telephony Operators
License (FRTOL) and Instrument Rating has been automated.
The applicants would now be able to fill up their flying details through DGCA portal, after getting
themselves registered.
Rolling out the CPL-A in automated form would help in expediting the process of issue of these licenses and
would do away with manual handling and processing of applications. With this roll out almost seven
hundred aspirant pilots would be benefited every year.
Besides issue of CPL-A, issue of Class 1 renewal Medical Assessment to the aspirant pilots has also
commenced though eGCA. This will facilitate timely issue of Medical Assessment Certificate to the aspirant
pilots.
In subsequent phases, other services of DGCA will also be automated. The eGCA project is being
implemented with TCS as Service Provider and PWC as Project Management Consultant. The project has
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been conceptualized for automation of the processes and functions of DGCA. The project will provide a
strong base for IT infrastructure and service delivery framework.
The project envisages an end-to-end solution including various software applications, connectivity with all
the regional offices, a ‘portal’ for dissemination of information and for providing online and speedy service
delivery in a secure environment.
The project would enhance the efficiency of the various services provided by the DGCA and would ensure
transparency and accountability in all DGCA functions. The eGCA project is expected to be completed by the
end of year 2020.

5 DRDO YOUNG SCIENTISTS LABORATORIES













Prime Minister Modi dedicated to the nation 5 Young Scientists Laboratories of Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO), in Bengaluru.
DRDO Young Scientist Laboratories (DYSLs) are located in five cities viz, Bengaluru, Mumbai, Chennai,
Kolkata and Hyderabad. Each lab will work on a key advanced technology of importance to the
development of futuristic defence systems viz, Artificial intelligence, Quantum technologies, Cognitive
technologies, Asymmetric technologies and Smart materials.
The inspiration to start such laboratories came from the Prime Minister on the occasion of DRDO award
function held on August 24, 2014.
These labs would help in shaping the pattern of research and development in the field of emerging
technologies in the country.
The establishment of the five DRDO Young Scientist Labs lays down the foundation for research and
development of futuristic technologies. It will be a big leap forward for DRDO from the goal of making India
self reliant to future ready in defence technologies.
Research in the area of rapidly evolving Artificial Intelligence will be carried out at Bengaluru.
The all-important area of Quantum Technology will be based out of IIT Mumbai.
The future is dependent on Cognitive Technologies and IIT Chennai will house the lab embarking in this
area of research.
New and futuristic area of Asymmetric Technologies, which will change the way wars are fought, will be
based out of the campus of Jadavpur University, Kolkata.
The research in the hot and critical area of Smart Materials and their applications will be based out of
Hyderabad.

SATELLITE GSAT-30 LAUNCHED









India’s latest communication satellite GSAT-30 was successfully launched from the Spaceport in
French Guiana . The launch vehicle Ariane 5 VA-251 lifted off from Kourou Launch Base, French
Guiana carrying India’s GSAT-30 and EUTELSAT KONNECT for Eutelsat.
After a flight lasting 38 minutes 25 seconds, GSAT-30 separated from the Ariane 5 upper stage in an
elliptical Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit.
With a lift-off mass of 3357 kg, GSAT-30 will provide continuity to operational services on some of
the in-orbit satellites. GSAT-30 derives its heritage from ISRO’s earlier INSAT/GSAT satellite series
and will replace INSAT-4A in orbit.
GSAT-30 has a unique configuration of providing flexible frequency segments and flexible coverage.
The satellite will provide communication services to Indian mainland and islands through Ku-band
and wide coverage covering Gulf countries, a large number of Asian countries and Australia through
C-band.
GSAT-30 will provide DTH Television Services, connectivity to VSATs for ATM, Stock-exchange,
Television uplinking and Teleport Services, Digital Satellite News Gathering (DSNG) and e-governance
applications. The satellite will also be used for bulk data transfer for a host of emerging
telecommunication applications.
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ISRO’s Master Control Facility (MCF) at Hassan in Karnataka took over the command and control of
GSAT-30 immediately after its separation from the launch vehicle.
Preliminary health checks of the satellite revealed its normal health.
In the days ahead, orbit-raising manoeuvres will be performed to place the satellite in Geostationary
Orbit (36,000 km above the equator) by using its onboard propulsion system.
During the final stages of its orbit raising operations, the two solar arrays and the antenna
reflectors of GSAT-30 will be deployed. Following this, the satellite will be put in its final orbital
configuration. The satellite will be operational after the successful completion of all in-orbit tests.

HIGHLY RESISTANT ANTIBIOTICS









Antibiotic resistance is a growing challenge when it comes to treating neonates with infections. Doctors say
that in Indian neonates, the resistance to first-line antibiotics is nearly 90%, which is an alarming sign.
Most centres have now started using the second-line antibiotics as the first line.
First-line antibiotics cover fewer bugs, and have a narrow spectrum of action, while second-line antibiotics
have a broader spectrum and can act on many other bacteria. They are preferred in serious infections.
Babies up to 28 days of life are termed neonates. According to the Center For Disease Dynamics, Economics
and Policy, nearly one million children die in the first four weeks of life every year in India. Of these,
1,90,000 deaths are caused by sepsis, a bacterial infection that overtakes the bloodstream. As many as 30%
of sepsis deaths are attributed to antibiotics resistance.
Overuse and misuse of antibiotics allow the bacteria to become resistant to the drugs. Doctors say that in
newborn babies, the infection spreads quickly and the bacterial load multiplies with great speed.
Infections are either gram-positive or gram-negative (a classification of bacteria based on the result of the
Gram stain test). In the Indian setting, gram-negative bacteria is the main concern for newborn babies.
The degree of antibiotics resistance varies from neonates and other children. The signs of sepsis are also
different.

SHAPE OF SUN’S CORONA ACCURATELY PREDICTED







Solar physicists from Centre for Excellence in Space Sciences (CESSI), IISER Kolkata, have succeeded in
predicting the shape of Sun’s corona at the time of the annular eclipse on December 25. The corona is the
outermost part of the Sun’s atmosphere.
This is the second successful prediction, counting the last solar eclipse that was viewed from South America
on July 2 this year. While the earlier prediction differed slightly from the actual image, this time, it has been
pretty close to the real thing. This was imaged by NASA and European Space Agency’s space-based Solar
and Heliospheric Observatory (SOHO) using the LASCO instrument.
For the South American Eclipse of 2 July, predicted streamer tilts were slightly larger than observed at large
distances from the Sun. This time, it is far better.
The Predictive Solar Surface Flux Transport model developed by the CESSI team can predict the shape of
the corona well in advance.

CHALLAKERE TO BE ISRO’S ASTRONAUT TRAINING HUB




India’s world-class facility for training astronauts will be established in three years at Challakere, a town
on the Bengaluru-Pune NH4 in Chitradurga district of Karnataka.
The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has proposed a ₹ 2,700-crore master plan to create top
infrastructure that will house its young Human Space Flight Centre (HSFC).
The country pays a hefty, unnamed sum to use such facilities abroad. The first set of four astronaut
candidates for the first Gaganyaan mission of 2022 are to train in Russia. The amount sought for the HSFC is
over and above the ₹10,000-crore approved budget of Gaganyaan. Pending its approval, the centre may
take 2-3 years at the earliest to be set up, but would come up after the first Indian crewed flight.
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Currently, HSP work is split across various centres such as the Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre in
Thiruvananthapuram and the U.R. Rao Satellite Centre in Bengaluru. The Institute of Aerospace Medicine of
the Air Force has been roped in for their selection, basic and final training in Bengaluru.
Apart from all this work, Challakere will also host work related to crew and service modules of the
spacecraft that carries the astronauts and up to mission control.
The ISRO has sought the amount outside the ₹10,000-crore budget of Gaganyaan and awaits the
government’s approval of its proposal.
The HSFC was formally announced in January 2019 and works from a temporary place at the ISRO
headquarters, Antariksh Bhavan.
S. Unnikrishnan Nair has been named its Founder-Director and R. Hutton the project director of Gaganyaan.
Beyond that, the centre is tasked with pursuing future human space missions, complete mission planning,
developing engineering systems for survival and safe return of the crew from space, as also selecting and
training the astronauts.
Human-focussed infrastructure apart, the ISRO also planned to add a quarantine facility at the second
launch pad (SLP) in the Sriharikota space port.
It would ensure that astronauts who were about to enter the spacecraft before the launch stay unexposed.
Among many human-rated projects, the SLP and the launch vehicle GSLV-MkIII will also be modified
suitably for crew safety and comfort.
Challakere, about 400 km and over three hours by road from Bengaluru, is also where premier scientific
establishments have set up adjoining and interactive campuses on some 10,000 acres. Called the Science
City, it houses facilities of the ISRO, the Defence Research & Development Organisation’s Advanced
Aeronautical Test Range, the Bhabha Atomic Research Centre and the Indian Institute of Science.
Four male pilots of the Indian Air Force in their 30s and early 40s are scheduled to leave for Moscow in the
third week of January to train at the Yuri Gagarin Cosmonaut Training Centre for 15 months as candidates
for Gaganyaan.
They were selected through basic fitness and health tests at the IAF’s Institute of Aerospace Medicine in
Bengaluru. In Moscow, they will learn the skills of life and survival in a narrow capsule, before, during and
after travelling away from earth’s gravity while managing the travel around earth.

INDIAN DATA RELAY SATELLITE SYSTEM











India plans to ring in its own era of space-to-space tracking and communication of its space assets this year
by putting up a new satellite series called the Indian Data Relay Satellite System.
The IDRSS is planned to track and be constantly in touch with Indian satellites, in particular those in lowearth orbits which have limited coverage of earth.
In the coming years, it will be vital to Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), whose roadmap is dotted
with advanced LEO missions such as space docking, space station, as well as distant expeditions to moon,
Mars and Venus. It will also be useful in monitoring launches.
The first beneficiary would be the prospective crew members of the Gaganyaan mission of 2022 who can be
fully and continuously in touch with mission control throughout their travel.
Work on the two IDRSS satellites planned initially has begun. The first of them will be sent towards the end
of 2020. It will precede the pre-Gaganyaan experimental unmanned space flight which will have a
humanoid dummy. A second one will follow in 2021. The two will offer near total tracking, sending and
receiving of information from the crew 24/7.
Older space majors such as the U.S. and Russia started their relay satellite systems in the late 1970s-80s
and a few already have around 10 satellites each. They have used them to monitor their respective space
stations Mir and the International Space Station, and trips that dock with them, as well as the Hubble Space
Telescope.
IDRSS satellites of the 2,000 kg class would be launched on the GSLV launcher to geostationary orbits
around 36,000 km away. In such apparently fixed orbits, they would be covering the same area on earth. A
satellite in GEO covers a third of the earth below and three of them can provide total coverage.
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During the launch of the human mission and also when the crew craft orbits earth from a distance of 400
km, at least one ground station must see and track it. But with available ground stations, that would not be
the case. Without data relay satellites, ISRO would have to create a large number ground stations
everywhere or hire them globally and yet the crewed spacecraft would not be visible all the time.
New data relay satellites to keep Gaganyaan crew in touch with Earth.
While the U.S. is putting up its third-generation advanced fleet of TDRS (Tracking & Data Relay Satellites),
Russia has its Satellite Data Relay Network and Europe is building its own European Data Relay System.
China is into its second generation Tianlian II series.

GENOME OF INDIAN COBRA SEQUENCED








A consortium of scientists, including some from India, have mapped the genome of the Indian Cobra, among
the most poisonous snakes in the country.
Knowing the sequence of genes could aid in understanding the chemical constituents of the venom and
contribute to development of new anti-venom therapies, which have remained practically unchanged for
over a century.
Each year, about 46,000 people die and 140,000 people are disabled in India from snakebites by the ‘Big 4’
— the Indian cobra, the common krait, Russell’s viper, and the saw-scaled viper.
Currently, anti-venom is produced by immunising horses with extracted snake venom and is based on a
process developed more than 100 years ago. “This process is laborious and suffers from a lack of
consistency leading to varying efficacy and serious side effects.”
India is the snakebite capital of the world. Though bites from 60 of 270 species of Indian snakes are known
to kill or maim, anti-venom now available is only effective against the 'Big 4.'

MULTIDRUG-RESISTANT PATHOGENS










There is a growing menace of disease-causing germs such as bacteria and fungi, for example, pseudomonas,
E.coli, klebsiella, salmonella and TB, which no longer respond to the conventionally used antibiotic drugs.
These emerging Multi-Drug- Resistant ( MDR) germs sicken almost 3 million people across the world every
year, and the UNO states that if we do not find drugs to fight and kill these MDR-germs quickly enough, the
global death toll could soar to 10 million people by 2050.
Antimicrobial resistance happens when microorganisms (such as bacteria, fungi, viruses, and parasites)
change when they are exposed to antimicrobial drugs (such as antibiotics, antifungals, antivirals,
antimalarials, and anthelmintics). Microorganisms that develop antimicrobial resistance are sometimes
referred to as “superbugs”.
Multiple drug resistance (MDR), multidrug resistance or multiresistance is antimicrobial resistance shown
by a species of microorganism to multiple antimicrobial drugs. The types most threatening to public health
are MDR bacteria that resist multiple antibiotics; other types include MDR viruses, parasites (resistant to
multiple antifungal, antiviral, and antiparasitic drugs of a wide chemical variety).
Recognizing different degrees of MDR, the terms extensively drug resistant (XDR) and pandrug-resistant
(PDR) have been introduced. The definitions were published in 2011 in the journal Clinical Microbiology
and Infection and are openly accessible.
India has become the major vaccine provider for children across the world. Just a handful of vaccinemakers across India now provide about 35% of childhood vaccines globally, through their R&D efforts.

NEW CROP VARIETIES


To mark the harvest season, Tamil Nadu Agricultural University (TNAU) has introduced 13 crop varieties seven agricultural crop varieties and six horticultural varieties. The agricultural crop varieties comprise
two rice types named Co. 53 and ADT 54, a mid-late high yielding variety of sugarcane called CoC 13339, a
cotton crop named Co. 17 suitable for mechanised harvest and high density planting, black gram crop
variety named VBN 11 to overcome the yellow mosaic disease in pulses. The remaining two varieties are
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millets – Sorghum Co. 32 and Tenai ATL 1 – which are intended to improve the nutritional security in
children.
The six varieties of horticulture crop varieties were banana (Co. 2), tomato (hybrid Co. 4), onion (Co. 6),
cassava (YTP 2), Manila tamarind (PKM-2) and a crop type of Solanum nigrum, a medicinal plant known in
Tamil as ‘manathakkali’ (Co. 1).
The new Co. 6 onion will have a better shelf life than the existing onion variety Co. 5.
The PKM – 2 Manila tamarind possesses high percentage of anthocyanin (a pigment) and its market range
will be between Rs. 150 and Rs. 200 per kg.
These newly developed crop varieties are intended to sustain farm productivity and profitability.

IIT BOMBAY WATER PURIFICATION EXPERIMENT






Simultaneously removing heavy metals such as arsenic, chromium, cadmium and mercury from waste
water with very high efficiency now appears possible, thanks to the work of researchers at the Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT) Bombay. The carbon-based nanostructure that the team fabricated shows 8090% adsorption efficiency for all the four heavy metals studied.
No electricity is required for the nanostructure to remove heavy metals from water as it allows for gravitydriven purification of the water. The nanostructures can be recycled and reused multiple times. While there
is an initial drop of about 8% after the first cycle, the efficiency remains constant at 75-85% in the
subsequent cycles. The carbon nanostructure is able to adsorb the heavy metals in the wide range of pH
conditions — pH 2 to 13. The results were published in the journal ACS Applied Nano Materials.
To fabricate the carbon-based nanostructure shaped like a marigold flower, the team led from the
Department of Chemistry at IIT Bombay used dendritic fibre nanosilica spheres as template. The
nanostructure is obtained through a single-step process of chemical vapour deposition followed by
removing the silica template.

CARBON DOTS HELP DETECT HERBICIDE POLLUTION







Researchers from Assam have used the commonly found invasive plant water hyacinth to produce carbon
nanoparticles. These extremely tiny (less than 10 nanometre) particles can be used for detecting a
commonly used herbicide — pretilachlor. The nanoparticles were found to be selective and sensitive for the
detection of the herbicide.
In Assam, every water body is infested with water hyacinth, and it was an easy and cheap option to explore.
The team harvested water hyacinth leaves, removed the chlorophyll, dried and powdered it. The sieved
powder underwent several treatments including heating at 150 degree Celsius to convert it to carbon dots.
When a nanoparticle is less than 10 nanometre they call it a dot or nanodot. These carbon dots were able to
give a green fluorescence under UV light. The extremely small oxygen functional groups on the surface of
the dot are responsible for the fluorescence.
The herbicide pretilachlor is mixed with water and carbon dots, and studied using special equipment. The
fluorescence intensity increases in the presence of the herbicide.

SCIENTISTS GET AIR BORNE TO VIEW ECLIPSE





A group of astrophysicists and space enthusiasts took to the skies for a special view of the solar eclipse.
A six-seater Beechcraft C-90 aircraft flew at 21,000 feet with a clear view of the sun and the organisers
dedicated this first eclipse flight to Narendra Dabholkar and Shreeram Lagoo, both of whom were
associated with the anti-superstition movement.
Among those on the hour-long observational flight were Director of Nehru Planetarium Arvind Paranjape,
Head of the Centre of Excellence for Astrobiology in Mumbai and Amity Space Centre, Delhi, Siddharth
Pande, astronomer Ananda Hota; and Gateway House fellow of the Space and Ocean Studies Programme
Chaitanya Giri.
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The astro tourism event was jointly organised by Space Geeks — a group that promotes space and
astronomy, — and private jet operator MAB Aviation. To ensure that the eclipse was clearly visible, Space
Geeks had provided pocket-sized telescopes with filters that were fitted to the mobile phones of those on
board.
The exercise has yielded amazing photographs.

INDIA WITNESSES 2020’S FIRST CELESTIAL SPECTACLE





January 10, was the first lunar eclipse of 2020. The lunar eclipse or Chandra Grahan lasted for about four
hours and five minutes and was visible from India as well alongside few other countries. It should be noted
that this is a penumbral lunar eclipse and not total.
Apart from India, it could also be seen from Europe, Asia, Australia, Africa, Pacific, Atlantic, Indian Ocean,
Arctic region, North America and the eastern part of South America.
A lunar eclipse happens when the Sun, the Earth, and the Moon are aligned in a line and the Earth is
between the Sun and the Moon blocking the sunlight from reaching the Moon.

FACE RECOGNITION MOBILE APP FOR ELECTIONS




The Telangana State Election Commission has decided to use face recognition mobile application in 10
polling stations of Kompally municipality in Medchal-Malkajgiri district in the coming elections on a pilot
basis to strengthen its voter verification system.
The technology was aimed to reduce impersonation cases by applying the latest technologies of Artificial
Intelligence and deep learning.

49 DRUG SAMPLES AS ‘NOT OF STANDARD QUALITY’




The Central Drugs Standard Control Organization (CDSCO), in its latest list of drugs/medical devices and
cosmetics declared not of standard quality/spurious/adulterated/misbranded (for December-2019), has
flagged 49 samples including eye drops, painkillers, vitamin and even antibiotics as “not of standard
quality”.
Of the 1,336 samples tested, 1,286 were declared of standard quality, 49 “not of standard quality’’ and one
spurious.

STUDENTS LAUNCH SATELLITES






Twelve payloads consisting of satellites were launched using a helium-filled balloon by school students
during the National Space Challenge-2020 (NNSC), organised by the National Design and Research Forum
(NDRF) from the launchpad at the Vellore Institute of Technology (Tamilnadu). The balloon is expected to
reach an altitude of 20 kilometres.
To commemorate the Golden Jubilee of NDRF and the centenary year of Institution of Engineers (India), a
national payload design contest for school students was announced on August 30, 2019. The idea was to
provide school students an opportunity to design and launch their payloads.
NDRF was established in June 1967 by the Institution of Engineers (India), as an autonomous forum for
technological research and development. It was formerly known as the National Design Engineering Forum.
It is located in Bengaluru, Karnataka, India.

‘GEOENGINEERING’ IN NEWS


Geoengineering simply refers to all human interventions to manipulate the environment so that the rise in
temperature is checked. Basically, geoengineering is divided into two broad approaches — carbon dioxide
removal (CDR) and solar radiation management (SRM).
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Geoengineering is the deliberate large-scale intervention in the Earth’s natural systems to counteract
climate change.
 There is wide range of proposed geoengineering techniques. Generally, these can be grouped into two
categories:
Solar Radiation Management (SRM) or Solar Geoengineering
 SRM techniques aim to reflect a small proportion of the Sun’s energy back into space, counteracting the
temperature rise caused by increased levels of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere which absorb energy
and raise temperatures. Some proposed techniques include:
 Albedo enhancement. Increasing the reflectiveness of clouds or the land surface so that more of the
Sun’s heat is reflected back into space.
 Space reflectors. Blocking a small proportion of sunlight before it reaches the Earth.
 Stratospheric aerosols. Introducing small, reflective particles into the upper atmosphere to reflect some
sunlight before it reaches the surface of the Earth.
Greenhouse Gas Removal (GGR) or Carbon Geoengineering
 GGR techniques aim to remove carbon dioxide or other greenhouse gases from the atmosphere, directly
countering the increased greenhouse effect and ocean acidification. These techniques would have to be
implemented on a global scale to have a significant impact on greenhouse gas levels in the atmosphere.
Some proposed techniques include:
 Afforestation. Engaging in a global-scale tree planting effort.
 Biochar. 'Charring' biomass and burying it so that its carbon is locked up in the soil.
 Bio-energy with carbon capture and sequestration. Growing biomass, burning it to create energy and
capturing and sequestering the carbon dioxide created in the process.
 Ambient Air Capture. Building large machines that can remove carbon dioxide directly from ambient
air and store it elsewhere.
 Ocean Fertilisation. Adding nutrients to the ocean in selected locations to increase primary production
which draws down carbon dioxide from the atmosphere.
 Enhanced Weathering. Exposing large quantities of minerals that will react with carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere and storing the resulting compound in the ocean or soil.
 Ocean Alkalinity Enhancement. Grinding up, dispersing, and dissolving rocks such as limestone,
silicates, or calcium hydroxide in the ocean to increase its ability to store carbon and directly ameliorate
ocean acidification.
 There are a bunch of CDR measures, some well-known, such as afforestation and carbon capture and
sequestration and some less understood, such as adding nutrients in select locations in the oceans so as to
increase the biota and thereby enhance oceans’ ability to absorb carbon dioxide and adding alkalinity to
oceans for the same effect. Russ George’s efforts were in this direction, because increasing fish population
creates carbon sinks — when the fish die, their carbon-containing bones sediment to the ocean floor and
remain there forever.
 SRM fundamentally takes the approach of spraying aerosols in the stratosphere so that the particles reflect
back some of the sunlight. This is a proven technology and hence most talked about, but the concerns are
about the as yet unknown side-effects.
 However, there are other and even more fanciful approaches — such as spraying sea water through fine
nozzles in high masts in the polar regions so that salt particles reflect sunlight back into the space, thinning
of greenhouse effect producing cirrus clouds, and marine cloud brightening, which is to thicken the cloud
cover to enhance its sunlight reflectivity.
 Of all these, afforestation and carbon capture and sequestration under CDR and aerosol spraying are
technologies that are ready for use; the rest are still in the labs. When experts speak of geoengineering, they
basically have aerosol spraying in mind.
 Slowly, the ayes are increasing in number. SRM through aerosol spraying has many mouth-watering
advantages.
 First, it is known that it works, and works quickly — it will bring about a cooling effect. To a world in the
pincers of climate emergency, this technology is like applying ice to the head of a person suffering from very
high fever. Second, it is inexpensive.
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Researchers at the Hyderabad-based CSIR-CCMB have developed a novel and economical way of gene
delivery within Plasmodium falciparum (P falciparum) cells.
The ease of making genetic alterations in the parasite will aid in better understanding of the biology of the
malarial pathogen, and thereby help in its control.
Called the Lyse‐Reseal method, the CCMB technique helps in easier delivery of DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid)
into the cells of the parasite’s nucleus. It is as effective as the electroporation method that is presently in
use.
Plasmodium causes malaria when it grows in the oxygen‐carrying red blood cells (RBCs). While growing
inside the RBCs protects the parasite, it poses a huge challenge to biologists, as it requires crossing through
four membrane layers to reach the Plasmodium’s genes.
A widely used method to manipulate genes is electroporation, which uses electric shocks to introduce DNA
into the cells. It is a standard gene transfer technique used in genetic modification of crops, mice etc.

NEW ROTAVIRUS VACCINE FOR DIARRHOEA








Vaccine-maker Serum Institute of india (SII) has recently launched Rotasiil - Liquid, a variant of its WHO
pre-qualified rotavirus vaccine, to fight diarrhoea; this is the only ready-to-use Pentavalent vaccine with G9
strain.
Originally developed based on technology from the National Institute of Health, US, Rotasiil – Liquid will be
available across domestic and international markets.
With the new formulation, SII aims to increase its marketshare to 32-35 per cent from its current 24 per
cent share by volume with a 23.90 per cent growth within the first year of launch in India.
As per the World Health Organisation, an estimated 2,15,000 children under five years of age die each year
from vaccine-preventable rotavirus infection, globally.
In India, Rotavirus Diarrhoea is among the top ten causes of child morbidity and mortality, killing around
47,100 children under five years of age.
Adar Poonawalla, CEO of SII.

HYDROGEN RING AROUND DISTANT GALAXY












A team led by Indian astronomers has spotted a gigantic, mysterious ring of hydrogen gas around a galaxy
located about 260 million light-years away from Earth.
Using the Giant Metrewave Radio Telescope (GMRT), researchers from the National Centre for Radio
Astrophysics (NCRA) in Pune, Maharashtra, found that the ring of hydrogen is much bigger than the galaxy
that it surrounds, which is named AGC 203001.
With a diameter of about 3,80,000 light-years, the ring is about four times the size of the Milky Way, which
contains our solar system.
Large reservoirs of neutral hydrogen gas are found in galaxies that are actively forming new stars.
However, the galaxy AGC 203001 showed no signs of star formation.
Neutral hydrogen emits radio waves at a wavelength of about 21 cm, which allows radio astronomers to
map the amount and distribution of neutral hydrogen gas in the cosmos.
For the galaxy AGC 203001, the researchers found that the neutral hydrogen is distributed in the form of a
large off-centred ring extending much beyond its optical extent.
In collaboration with two French astronomers, Pierre-Alain Duc and Jean-Charles Cuillandre, the team
obtained a very sensitive optical image of this system using the Canada-France-Hawaii-Telescope (CFHT) in
Hawaii, USA.
However, even these images do not show any sign of starlight associated with the hydrogen ring.
The AGC 203001 galaxy is 260 million light years away from the Earth, which means that light particles
(photons) that hit the scientists’ telescopes started from the galaxy en route to Earth even well before
dinosaurs were born here.
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Mahindra Ecole Centrale (MEC) College of engineering has developed a computer-controlled robot that can
be operated underwater. Named ‘Black Pearl’, the robot is an Autonomous Underwater Vehicle (AUV) that
is a self-propelled, unmanned, untethered and capable of carrying out simple activities with little or no
human supervision.
AUVs operate independently of humans and are self-guiding self-powered vehicles. They are used widely in
marine sciences, and are also being tested by commercial, civil and defence sectors.

NASA'S MARS 2020 ROVER












A NASA robotic rover is nearing completion ahead of a journey next year to search for evidence of past life
on Mars and lay the groundwork for the space agency’s mission to send humans into deep space.
NASA showed off its Mars 2020 rover, whose official name will be chosen early next year. NASA will in
February ship the rover to Florida’s Kennedy Space Center where its three sections will be fully assembled.
A July launch will send the rover to a dry lake bed on Mars that is bigger than the island of Manhattan.
The four-wheeled, car-sized rover will scour the base of Mars’ Jezero Crater, an 820-foot-deep (250-meterdeep) crater thought to have been a lake the size of Lake Tahoe, once the craft lands in February 2021. The
crater is believed to have an abundance of pristine sediments some 3.5 billion years old that scientists hope
will hold fossils of Martian life.
The findings of the Mars 2020 research will be crucial to future human missions to the red planet, including
the ability to make oxygen on the surface of Mars, Wallace said. The Mars 2020 Rover is carrying equipment
that can turn carbon dioxide, which is pervasive on Mars, into oxygen for breathing and as a propellant.
If successful, Mars 2020 will mark NASA’s fifth Martian rover to carry out a soft landing, having learned
crucial lessons from the most recent Curiosity rover that landed on the planet’s surface in 2012 and
continues to traverse a Martian plain southeast of the Jezero Crater.
The Soviet Union is the only other country to successfully land a rover on Mars.
China and Japan have attempted unsuccessfully to send orbiters around Mars, while India and Europe’s
space agency have successfully lofted an orbiter to the planet.

DWARF GALAXY GAIA-ENCELADUS



The dwarf galaxy Gaia-Enceladus collided with the Milky Way probably approximately 11.5 billion years
ago. A team of researchers for the first time used a single star affected by the collision as a clue for dating.
The Milky Way has encountered several other galaxies in its 13.5 billion-year history. One of them is the
dwarf galaxy Gaia-Enceladus.

BLACK HOLE COLLISIONS & GRAVITATIONAL WAVES



A new study has found that collisions of supermassive black holes may be simultaneously observable in
both gravitational waves and X-rays at the beginning of the next decade.
The European Space Agency (ESA) has recently announced that its two major space observatories of the
2030s will have their launches timed for simultaneous use. These missions, Athena, the next generation Xray space telescope and LISA, the first space-based gravitational wave observatory, will be coordinated to
begin observing within a year of each other and are likely to have at least four years of overlapping science
operations.

IODINE MAY SLOW OZONE LAYER RECOVERY


A new research quantifying small levels of iodine in Earth's stratosphere could help explain why some of
the planet's protective ozone layer isn't healing as fast as expected.
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The paper posits a set of connections that link air pollution near Earth's surface to ozone destruction much
higher in the atmosphere. That higher-level ozone protects the planet's surface from radiation that can
cause skin cancer and damage crops.
A slightly thinner ozone layer means more UVB radiation can get through to Earth's surface.
Chemicals once used widely in refrigeration, spray cans and solvents can eat away at Earth's ozone layer.
After scientists discovered the stratospheric "ozone hole" in the 1980s, nations around the world signed the
international Montreal Protocol agreement to protect the ozone layer, limiting the emission of ozonedepleting chemicals.
The ozone layer is starting to show early signs of recovery in the upper stratosphere, but ozone in the lower
stratosphere continues to decline for unclear reasons.
Before now, the decline was thought to be due to changes in how air mixes between the troposphere and
stratosphere.

'GREAT DIVIDE’ OF SOLAR SYSTEM




Scientists have finally scaled the solar system's equivalent of the Rocky Mountain range. Researchers from
the United States and Japan unveil the possible origins of our cosmic neighborhood's "Great Divide." This
well-known schism may have separated the solar system just after the sun first formed.
The phenomenon is a bit like how the Rocky Mountains divide North America into east and west. On the
one side are "terrestrial" planet, such as Earth and Mars. They are made up of fundamentally different types
of materials than the more distant "jovians," such as Jupiter and Saturn.

ANCIENT COLLISION WITH GALAXY MILKY WAY





A single bright star in the constellation of Indus, visible from the southern hemisphere, has revealed new
insights on an ancient collision that our galaxy the Milky Way underwent with another smaller galaxy called
Gaia-Enceladus early in its history.
The star was aged using its natural oscillations (asteroseismology), detected in data collected by NASA's
recently launched Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite (TESS).
Launched in 2018, TESS is surveying stars across most of the sky to search for planets orbiting the stars and
to study the stars themselves. When combined with data from the European Space Agency (ESA) Gaia
Mission, the detective story revealed that this ancient star was born early in the life of the Milky Way, but
the Gaia-Enceladus collision altered its motion through our Galaxy.

PROTEIN THAT CONTROLS PLANT GROWTH



New research identifies a protein that controls plant growth -- good news for an era in which crops can get
crushed by climate change.
Researchers found the protein, IRK, while looking for clues to the ways plant cells divide or expand. They
discovered IRK in the roots cells of a plant related to mustard.

ENGINEERS DEVELOP 'CHAMELEON METALS'




Just like a chameleon changes its skin color in response to its environment, engineers have found a way for
liquid metal -- and potentially solid metal -- to change its surface structure in response to heat.
Treating particles of liquid metal alloys with heat causes them to roughen their surfaces with tiny spheres
or nanowires.
The research team started with a liquid metal alloy of gallium, indium and tin synthesized into particles
covered with a smooth oxide shell that has been chemically stabilized. As the particles are heated, the
surface thickens and stiffens and begins to behave more like a solid.
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CLICS is an online database of colexifications (polysemies or homophonies) in currently 3156 language
varieties of the world.
The original Database of Cross-Linguistic Colexifications (CLICS) has established a computer-assisted
framework for the interactive representation of cross-linguistic colexification patterns. It has proven to be a
useful tool for various kinds of investigation into cross-linguistic semantic associations, ranging from
studies on semantic change, patterns of conceptualization, and linguistic paleontology. But CLICS has also
been criticized for obvious shortcomings. Building on standardization efforts reflected in the CLDF initiative
and novel approaches for fast, efficient, and reliable data aggregation, CLICS expanded the original CLICS
database.
CLICS - the third installment of CLICS - exploits the framework pioneered in CLICS to more than double the
amount of data aggregated in the database.
Building on the new guidelines for standardized data formats in cross-linguistic research, which were first
presented in 2018, the CLICS team was able to increase the amount of data from 300 language varieties and
1200 concepts in the original database to 3156 language varieties and 2906 concepts in the current
installation.
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A long-sought-after class of "superdiamond" carbon-based materials with tunable mechanical and
electronic properties was predicted and synthesized by Carnegie's Li Zhu and Timothy Strobel. Their work
is published by Science Advances.
Carbon is the fourth-most-abundant element in the universe and is fundamental to life as we know it. It is
unrivaled in its ability to form stable structures, both alone and with other elements.
A material's properties are determined by how its atoms are bonded and the structural arrangements that
these bonds create. For carbon-based materials, the type of bonding makes the difference between the
hardness of diamond, which has three-dimensional "sp3" bonds, and the softness of graphite, which has
two-dimensional "sp2" bonds, for example.

NEW DEFINITION OF ‘HIKIKOMORI’







In Japan, hikikomori are reclusive adolescents or adults who withdraw from society and seek extreme
degrees of isolation and confinement.
Hikikomori refers to both the phenomenon in general and the recluses themselves. Hikikomori have been
described as loners or "modern-day hermits".
Estimates suggest that half a million Japanese youths have become social recluses, as well as more than half
a million middle-aged individuals.
Experts in the Japanese phenomena of hikikomori say the condition of extreme social isolation is more
widespread than previously acknowledged, and it deserves a clear and consistent definition to improve
treatment across the globe.
Although hikikomori is typically associated with young adults in Japan, the researchers say many of the
same criteria of extended social isolation apply to people around the world, including among older adults
and stay-at-home parents.

‘LASERPHYSICS’ IN NEWS




Laser science or laser physics is a branch of optics that describes the theory and practice of lasers.
Physicists have developed a novel type of detector that enables the oscillation profile of light waves to be
precisely determined.
Light is hard to get a hold on. Light waves propagate with a velocity of almost 300,000 km per second, and
the wavefront oscillates several hundred trillion times in that same interval.
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A 550-million-year-old fossilized digestive tract found in the Nevada desert could be a key find in
understanding the early history of animals on Earth. Over a half-billion years ago, life on Earth was
composed of simple ocean organisms unlike anything living in today's oceans. Then, beginning about 540
million years ago, animal structures changed dramatically.

HYDROGEN CAUSES EMBRITTLEMENT OF STEELS




In a world first, University of Sydney researchers have found evidence of how hydrogen causes
embrittlement of steels. When hydrogen moves into steel, it makes the metal become brittle, leading to
catastrophic failures.
This has been one of the major challenges in moving towards a greener, hydrogen-fuelled future, where
steel tanks and pipelines are essential components that must be able to survive in pure hydrogen
environments.

PLANET ‘WASP-12B’ IS ON A DEATH SPIRAL




The exoplanet WASP-12b, located 600 light-years away in the constellation Auriga, has less than a
thousandth of that time left.
Astrophysicists has shown that WASP-12b is spiraling in toward its host star, heading toward certain
destruction.
WASP-12b is known as a "hot Jupiter," a giant gaseous planet like our neighbor planet Jupiter, but which is
very close to its own star, orbiting its sun in just 26 hours. (By contrast, we take 365 days to orbit, and even
Mercury, the innermost planet of our solar system, takes 88 days.)

NEW DISEASE ‘CRIA SYNDROME’





Researchers have now identified the cause of the illness, a new disease called CRIA syndrome.
Symptoms include fevers, swollen lymph nodes, severe abdominal pain, gastrointestinal problems,
headaches and, in some cases, abnormally enlarged spleen and liver.
The disorder has characteristics typical of an auto-inflammatory disease, where the immune system
appears to be activated without any apparent trigger.
Researchers sequenced gene regions across the genome and discovered only one gene -- RIPK1 -- to be
consistently different in all patients.

‘IMMUNE CELLS’ PRODUCED







One day the advance could lead to a patient's own skin cells being used to produce new cells for cancer
immunotherapy or to test autoimmune disease interventions.
Scientists have successfully formed immune cells. These lymphocytes are produced by cells which form the
embryo's first organs rather than the blood-producing stem cells that sit inside the body's bone marrow.
The research combined two powerful laboratory techniques, genetic engineering and a novel way of
growing stem cells, to make the breakthrough, which has been published in the journal Nature Cell Biology.
First, the team engineered pluripotent stem cells to glow green when a specific protein marker of early
immune cells, RAG1, was switched on. RAG1 is responsible for creating the immune response to infections
and vaccines.
Next, the team isolated the glowing green RAG1-positive cells and showed that they could also form
multiple immune cell types, including cells required for shaping the development of the whole immune
system.
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TOI 1338 is a binary star system, discovered by TESS, and TESS's first binary system confirmed to contain a
planet, called a circumbinary planet. The system is 1,300 light-years away in the constellation Pictor. The
two stars with masses of about 1.2 and 0.325 M☉ revolve around each other every 14.6 days.
The acronym "TOI" refers to stars and exoplanets studied by TESS, and is short for: "Transiting Exoplanet
Survey Satellite Object of Interest".
The planet was found by a high school student, who joined the Goddard Space Flight Center as a summer
intern. He looked through light curves that were flagged as eclipsing binaries by volunteers of the Planet
Hunters citizen science project.
TESS is a NASA Astrophysics Explorer mission led and operated by MIT in Cambridge, Massachusetts, and
managed by NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center.

'CENSUS' IN ZEBRAFISH'S BRAIN




The zebrafish is a master of regeneration: If brain cells are lost due to injury or disease, it can simply
reproduce them -- contrary to humans where this only happens in the fetal stage.
However, the zebrafish is evolutionarily related to humans and, thus, possesses the same brain cell types as
humans.
Scientists have succeeded in determining the number and type of newly formed neurons in zebrafish;
practically conducting a "census" in their brains.

NASA FINDS EARTH-SIZE HABITABLE-ZONE WORLD






NASA's Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite (TESS) has discovered its first Earth-size planet in its star's
habitable zone, the range of distances where conditions may be just right to allow the presence of liquid
water on the surface.
Scientists confirmed the find, called TOI 700 d, using NASA's Spitzer Space Telescope and have modeled
the planet's potential environments to help inform future observations.
TOI 700 d is one of only a few Earth-size planets discovered in a star's habitable zone so far. Others include
several planets in the TRAPPIST-1 system and other worlds discovered by NASA's Kepler Space Telescope.
TOI 700 is a small, cool M dwarf star located just over 100 light-years away in the southern constellation
Dorado.

NASA'S HUBBLE SURVEYS GIGANTIC GALAXY







This majestic spiral galaxy might earn the nickname the "Godzilla galaxy" because it may be the largest
known in the local universe. The galaxy, UGC 2885, is 2.5 times wider than our Milky Way and contains 10
times as many stars.
The galaxy has been nicknamed "Rubin's galaxy," after astronomer Vera Rubin (1928 -- 2016), by Benne
Holwerda of the University of Louisville, Kentucky, who observed the galaxy with NASA's Hubble Space
Telescope.
NASA's planned Wide Field Infrared Survey Telescope (WFIRST) would give an even more complete census
of this galaxy's cluster population, especially that of the whole halo.
The giant galaxy is located in the northern constellation Perseus.

RADIO BURST TO A NEARBY GALAXY


Astronomers in Europe, have pinpointed the location of a repeating fast radio burst (FRB) first detected by
the CHIME telescope in British Columbia in 2018.
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The breakthrough is only the second time that scientists have determined the precise location of a
repeating source of these millisecond bursts of radio waves from space.
The European VLBI Network (EVN) used eight telescopes spanning locations from the United Kingdom to
China to simultaneously observe the repeating radio source known as FRB 180916.J0158+65.
Using a technique known as Very Long Baseline Interferometry (VLBI), the researchers achieved a level of
resolution high enough to localize the FRB to a region approximately seven light years across -- a feat
comparable to an individual on Earth being able to distinguish a person on the Moon.
CHIME/FRB is a collaboration of over 50 scientists led by the University of British Columbia, McGill
University, the University of Toronto, the Perimeter Institute for Theoretical Physics, and the National
Research Council of Canada (NRC).

ASTRONOMERS SPOT DISTANT GALAXY








An international team of astronomers funded in part by NASA has found the farthest galaxy group identified
to date. Called EGS77, the trio of galaxies dates to a time when the universe was only 680 million years old,
or less than 5% of its current age of 13.8 billion years.
More significantly, observations show the galaxies are participants in a sweeping cosmic makeover called
reionization.
EGS77 was discovered as part of the Cosmic Deep and Wide Narrowband (Cosmic DAWN) survey.
The team imaged a small area in the constellation Boötes using a custom-built filter on the National Optical
Astronomy Observatory's Extremely Wide-Field InfraRed Imager (NEWFIRM), which was attached to the 4meter Mayall telescope at Kitt Peak National Observatory near Tucson, Arizona.
The team confirmed the distances to EGS77's galaxies by using the Multi-Object Spectrometer for Infra-Red
Exploration (MOSFIRE) on the Keck I telescope at the W. M. Keck Observatory on Maunakea, Hawaii.

METHOD TO DETECT OXYGEN ON EXOPLANETS


Scientists have developed a new method for detecting oxygen in exoplanet atmospheres that may
accelerate the search for life. One possible indication of life, or biosignature, is the presence of oxygen in an
exoplanet's atmosphere. Oxygen is generated by life on Earth when organisms such as plants, algae, and
cyanobacteria use photosynthesis to convert sunlight into chemical energy.

WANDERING MASSIVE BLACK HOLES








Astronomers seeking to learn about the mechanisms that formed massive black holes in the early history of
the Universe have gained important new clues with the discovery of 13 such black holes in dwarf galaxies
less than a billion light-years from Earth.
These dwarf galaxies, more than 100 times less massive than our own Milky Way, are among the smallest
galaxies known to host massive black holes. The scientists expect that the black holes in these smaller
galaxies average about 400,000 times the mass of our Sun.
The scientists started by selecting a sample of galaxies from the NASA-Sloan Atlas, a catalog of galaxies
made with visible-light telescopes. They chose galaxies with stars totalling less than 3 billion times the mass
of the Sun, about equal to the Large Magellanic Cloud, a small companion of the Milky Way. From this
sample, they picked candidates that also appeared in the National Radio Astronomy Observatory's Faint
Images of the Radio Sky at Twenty centimeters (FIRST) survey, made between 1993 and 2011.
They then used the VLA to make new and more sensitive, high-resolution images of 111 of the selected
galaxies.

PROTEINS THAT FORMS CELL SKELETON


Using a new microscopic "fishing" technique, scientists have successfully snagged thousands of proteins key
to the formation of the cell skeleton.
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The team threw 56 "baits" into human cells they were incubating in their laboratory, catching more than
9,000 proteins in the process.
The goal was to identify the proteins that attach to those of the Rho family, famous in the cell biology world
since the discovery in the early 1990s that they dictate how pieces of the cell skeleton -- the "cytoskeleton" - are assembled.
In humans, the 20 members of the Rho family are scattered on the inner surface of cell membranes and act
like small switches.
Out of all these proteins, only three, to date, have been thoroughly studied by researchers: Cdc42, Rac1 and
RhoA. Cdc42 acts as the lead protein: it indicates the path that white blood cells must take to find a site of
infection. Rac1 activates the engines that drive a non-muscular cell forward. RhoA stimulates the formation
of fibres that allow cells to contract or form resistant tissues as they come together to produce, for example,
the wall of a blood vessel.

THE COOLEST LEGO IN THE UNIVERSE




If you thought that Lego's were the coolest toys on the planet while you were growing up, it turns out that
you were right.
Scientists conducted an experiment in which they froze several Lego blocks to the lowest possible
temperature, and what they discovered could be useful in the development of quantum computing.
This machine -- specially made at the University -- is the most effective refrigerator in the world, capable of
reaching 1.6 millidegrees above absolute zero (minus 273.15 Centigrade), which is about 200,000 times
colder than room temperature and 2,000 times colder than deep space.

OLDEST-KNOWN SCORPION




Scientists studying fossils collected 35 years ago have identified them as the oldest-known scorpion species,
a prehistoric animal from about 437 million years ago. The researchers found that the animal likely had the
capacity to breathe in both ancient oceans and on land.
The researchers named the new scorpion Parioscorpio venator. The genus name means "progenitor
scorpion," and the species name means "hunter."

‘MAGNETO-ELASTORESISTANCE’ IN NEWS


Experimental physicists have combined several measurements of quantum materials into one in their
ongoing quest to learn more about manipulating and controlling the behavior of them for possible
applications. They even coined a term for it -- Magneto-elastoresistance, or MER.

GIANT SQUID'S GENOME SEQUENCED





The giant squid (genus Architeuthis) is a deep-ocean dwelling squid in the family Architeuthidae.
How did the monstrous giant squid -- reaching school-bus size, with eyes as big as dinner plates and
tentacles that can snatch prey 10 yards away -- get so scarily big?
Important clues about the anatomy and evolution of the mysterious giant squid (Architeuthis dux) are
revealed through publication of its full genome sequence.
Giant squid are rarely sighted and have never been caught and kept alive, meaning their biology (even how
they reproduce) is still largely a mystery. The genome sequence can provide important insight.
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Bharti Airtel has launched its Voice Over Wi-Fi service — ‘Airtel Wi-Fi Calling’ — in Mumbai, Kolkata,
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.
‘Airtel Wi-Fi Calling’ will use WiFi networks to create a dedicated channel for voice calls and allow
customers to make telco-grade calls.
This dramatically improves customer experience. ‘Airtel Wi-Fi Calling’ does not require any app and can be
configured on smartphones.
All iPhone models starting 6s and above, Xiaomi (Redmi K20, Redmi K20 Pro and POCO F1), Samsung (J6,
A10s, On6, S10, S10+, S10e and M20) and OnePlus (all OnePlus 7 and 6 series devices) among others
support Wi-Fi calling.
VoWi-Fi simply stands for voice over (EPC-integrated) Wi-Fi. VoWi-Fi is a complementary technology to
VoLTE and utilises IMS technology to provide a packet voice service that is delivered over IP via a Wi-Fi
network. Where possible, VoLTE calls may be seamlessly handed over between LTE and Wi-Fi and vice
versa. Conversational video is also possible via Wi-Fi (see ViLTE).
Benefits of VoWi-Fi: Both end users and those in the mobile industry will benefit from Voice over Wi-Fi.
Consumers:
 Can make calls without the need for a mobile signal (e.g. in a remote location or in a property with thick
walls);
 Benefit from security being based on SIM-based authentication as for VoLTE; and
 Experience better indoor coverage.
Operators:
 Unlock revenue opportunities;
 Leverage existing SIM-based security and authentication as for VoLTE;
 Gain the opportunity to access IMS-based services via Wi-Fi access;
 Issue a single bill for the user for all IMS-based services across different access types;
 Ensure ongoing relevance with customers;
 Gain competitive advantage; and
 Benefit from voice/video telephony services provided by IMS and the MMTEL application server as for
VoLTE/ViLTE.
Voice over Wi-Fi (VoWi-Fi) refers to the use of IEEE 802.11 wireless LANs (WLANs) to transport Voice over
IP (VoIP) traffic. The technology has consumer, business and service provider applications. It is used over
private WLANs, home Wi-Fi networks and public Wi-Fi hotspots.

SBI GUARANTEE SCHEME FOR HOME PROJECTS





State Bank of India, the country’s largest lender, has announced a new product which provides completion
guarantee for particular residential projects.
The lender will refund the amount to the home buyer which was paid to the developer if occupancy
certificate for the project is not received within a particular time-frame.
The scheme — Residential Builder Finance with Buyer Guarantee (RBBG) — is applicable to home loans
from SBI for certain projects that will be identified by the bank.
The scheme will focus on the affordable housing segment with home price of up to Rs. 2.50 crore in seven
Indian cities initially, and will be extended to 10 cities, Rajnish Kumar chairman, SBI, said.
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The Drug Controller General of India (DCGI) has approved Wockhardt’s two new antibiotics, EMROK (IV)
and EMROK O (oral), for acute bacterial skin and skin structure infections, including diabetic foot infections
and concurrent bacteraemia.
The approval is based on phase three study involving 500 patients in 40 centres across India.
The drugs will target super bugs such as Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA), which is a
leading cause of rising antimicrobial resistance (AMR) among patients The size of Indian antibiotic market
is estimated at ₹16,000 crore, growing at 7%.

AIRTEL LAUNCHES QIP, FCCB ISSUES












Leading telecom operator Bharti Airtel launched qualified institutional placement (QIPs) and foreign
currency convertible bond (FCCB) issues.
Qualified institutional placement (QIP) is simply the means whereby a listed company can issue equity
shares, fully and partly convertible debentures, or any securities other than warrants which are convertible
to equity shares to a Qualified Institutional Buyer (QIB).
Apart from preferential allotment, this is the only other method of private placement whereby a listed
company can issue shares or convertible securities to a select group of persons. However, it scores over
other methods, as it does not involve many of the common procedural requirements such as the submission
of pre-issue filings to the market regulator.
The Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) introduced the QIP process in 2006, to prevent listed
companies in India from developing an excessive dependence on foreign capital.
The complications associated with raising capital in the domestic markets had led many companies to look
at tapping the overseas markets via Foreign Currency Convertible Bonds (FCCB) and Global Depository
Receipts (GDR) to fulfil their needs. To keep a check on this process and to give a push to the domestic
markets, QIPs were launched.
FCCBs are bonds issued by listed companies in the overseas market. FCCBs pay interest at a nominal rate.
Starting out as bonds, FCCBs usually carry clauses which allow the issuer or bondholder the option to
convert the bonds into shares mid-way during its term, at a pre-agreed price.
Often, if the FCCB is issued in a bull market, the conversion price is set high. If the shares drop to levels
much below the conversion price, it may cause heartburn to the bondholders. With global interest rates far
lower than those in India, domestic companies have found it cheaper to raise money through these bonds.

IOC LAUNCHES DIESEL FUEL ‘CLEARBLUE’






IndianOil has signed an agreement with Cummins Technologies for bulk dispensing of its diesel exhaust
fluid, branded as IOC ClearBlue. The fuel is recommended for advanced engines with SCR (selective
catalytic reduction) systems.
IOC ClearBlue is recommended for use in all diesel vehicles that have Cummins engines or any other
engines with Cummins SCR technology. It adheres to the highest quality standards by meeting IOC 22241
and AdBlue certification.
In the new emission era of BS-VI, all diesel vehicles would require IOC ClearBlue and the right quality would
extensively help in controlling NOx (nitrogen oxides) emitted. Also, the easy availability of genuine highgrade IOC ClearBlue at the fuel stations will ensure availability and consistent quality across the country.

DAY-CARE PROCEDURE


Day-care procedure is a feature that forms a part of almost all the health insurance policies today. It refers
to surgeries or procedures that can be completed in less than 24 hours. Cataract surgeries, the removal of
foreign bodies from eyes or nose and laparoscopic appendectomy are among procedures that usually call
for less than 24 hours in a hospital and are classified as day-care procedures.
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The Competition Commission of India (CCI) has received three Green Channel combinations for automatic
approval under the competition law.
One of the combinations is related to 100 per cent acquisition of both IDBI Asset Management Ltd (IAML)
and IDBI MF Trustee Company Ltd (IMTL) by Muthoot Finance Ltd (MFL).
The other combination is the acquisition of Adani Electricity Mumbai Ltd (AEML) and Adani Electricity
Mumbai Services Ltd (AEMSL) by Qatar Holding LLC (QH).

15TH DATA CENTRE IN BENGALURU



STT Global Data Centres India Private Ltd (STT GDC India) expanded its national network with the
inauguration of its 15th data centre in Bengaluru.
The 18MW, data centre is spread over 4,00,000 sq ft, at Whitefield, is its third in Bengaluru.

NTPC’S DARLIPALI THERMAL PLANT GETS OPERATIONAL





State-owned thermal power giant NTPC has increased its total installed capacity to 58,156 MW, with the
commissioning of the first unit of 800 MW at its Darlipali Super Thermal Power Project in Odisha.
The total installed capacity of NTPC and the NTPC group has risen to 49,695 MW and 58,156 MW,
respectively, after the new addition.
During the current financial year, the company has installed a total of 3,030 MW capacity across five
different plant locations. NTPC aims to achieve a total installed capacity of 130 GW by 2032.
NTPC now operates in 55 power stations (24 coal, seven combined cycle gas/liquid fuel, two hydro, one
wind and 11 solar projects) and has 10 coal stations and one gas station, owned by joint ventures or
subsidiaries, and 11 renewable energy projects.

PAYPAL ADOPTION ASSISTANCE PROGRAMME





To enhance parental support benefits for its employees, PayPal India announced a new Adoption Assistance
Program. Under this, the company will offer financial support of up to Rs. 1 lakh per adoption for the
parents.
This covers reimbursement of adoption expenses such as CARA registration, child placement, foster care
and establishment of legal guardianship. The new program is effective from December 2019.
PayPal offers paid adoption leave of 16 weeks for female employees and paternity leave of two weeks. An
employee who intends to take adoption leave has to give two months prior notice to his/her manager and
the HR Department. This leave must be used in one block and cannot be carried forward or accumulated.

RJIO LAUNCHES WI-FI VOICE, VIDEO CALLING SERVICE



Reliance Jio Infocomm, a subsidiary of the Mukesh Ambani-controlled Reliance Industries (RIL), has
launched voice and video calling over Wi-Fi services across the country.
The calls will seamlessly switch-over between VoLTE and Wi-Fi to provide an enhanced voice and videocalling experience.

WEBSITE TRANSLATOR FOR SMES LAUNCHED



Pune-based LanguageTech company, LinguaSol, has launched the Website Translator 1.0, a cost-efficient
software solution for Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) to localise their websites and applications.
The Website Translator 1.0 addresses the need for a comprehensive translation partner for businesses
through an intricately designed subscription-based language translation solution that is catered exclusively
to SMEs.
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Tata Power Solar Systems Ltd is set to develop a 250 MW solar project for NTPC. The project will be
developed under the Central PSU scheme that mandates using domestically manufactured cells and
modules.
Last November, Tata Power Solar had also received an LoA from NTPC to develop a 105 MW floating solar
project at Kayamkulam, Kerala. The Rs. 343-core project, to be commissioned in less than 21 months,
includes a three-year O&M (operations and maintenance) component.

© BestCurrentAffairs.com. All Rights Reserved.



[For IAS Prelims 2020]

TATA POWER TO BUILD 250 MW SOLAR PROJECT FOR NTPC

JANUARY 2020

[BestCurrentAffairs.com]

Page 117

JANUARY 2020

[BestCurrentAffairs.com]

Page 118

REPORTS

JANUARY 2020

[BestCurrentAffairs.com]

Page 118

© BestCurrentAffairs.com. All Rights Reserved.

Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban (SBM-U) has achieved its target of creating Urban India ODF. Urban areas of
35 states / UTs have become ODF. In all, 4,320 cities (out of 4,372) have declared themselves ODF, of which
4,167 cities have been certified through third party verification. This has been achieved by the construction
of nearly 65.81 lakh Individual Household Toilets against Mission target of 59 lakhs and 5.89 lakh seats of
community / public toilets against Mission target of 5.08 lakh seats under the Mission.
 MoHUA has launched the ODF+ and ODF++ protocols, with a focus on sustaining ODF outcomes and
achieving holistic sanitation. While ODF+ protocol focuses on O&M of community / public toilets by
ensuring functionality and proper maintenance of CT/PTs for their continued usage, ODF++ focuses on
addressing safe management of faecal sludge from toilets and ensuring that no untreated sludge is
discharged into open drains, water bodies or in the open. Till date, 819 cities have been certified ODF+, and
312 cities have been certified ODF++.
 Recently, MoHUA has introduced the Water + protocol, designed to ensure that no untreated waste water is
discharged into the open environment or water bodies.
 MoHUA has partnered with Google to map all public toilets on Google maps, thereby improving ease of
access of sanitation facilities to citizens. Till date, 2,300 cities have uploaded more than 57, 000 PTs
mapped on Google maps, covering more than 50% of India’s urban population.
The achievements of the Mission are detailed as below:
 As on date, 96% of wards have door to door collection, and approx. 60% of the total waste generated is
being processed.
 MoHUA also launched the Star rating protocol for Garbage free cities which is based on 12 parameters
follows a SMART framework – Single metric, Measurable, Achievable, Rigorous verification mechanism and
Targeted towards outcomes – and has been devised in a holistic manner including components such as
cleanliness of drains & water bodies, plastic waste management, managing construction & demolition
waste, etc. which are critical drivers for achieving garbage free cities.
 As on date, 4 cities (Indore, Ambikapur, Navi Mumbai and Mysuru) have been certified as 5-star cities, 57
cities have been certified as 3-star cities, and 4 cities have been certified as 1-star cities.
 MoHUA engaged with Cement Manufacturing Association to map 46 cement plants within 100 – 200 km
from different ULBs, where plastic waste can be sent to CMA collection points and subsequently to cement
plants for use as alternative fuel.
 MoHUA has also partnered with NHAI to identify 1,500 points where the plastic waste may be used for road
construction. Additionally, cities have been asked to set up adequate Material Recovery Facilities (MRFs) to
handle the segregation, processing and recycle of plastic waste.
 The Swachhata hi Seva campaign of 2019 has garnered participation from more than 7 crore urban
residents, across 3,200 cities, from more than 1,06,000 events, and more than 7,700 MT of plastic waste has
been collected.
 The Swachh Survekshan is an innovative survey conducted by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
(MoHUA) under the Swachh Bharat Mission – Urban, to rank cities on various sanitation and cleanliness
parameters. The survey has been successful in enthusing cities with a spirit of healthy competition towards
the concept of ‘swachhata’.
 In its first round in 2016, the ‘Swachh Survekshan’ was conducted among 73 cities with population of 10
lakh and above, and state / UT capitals of India. In 2017, the survey was conducted among 434 cities.
Swachh Survekshan 2018 covered 4,203 ULBs and SS 2019 covered 4,237 cities. The SS 2019 was unique in
that the service level assessment was completely online and paperless.
 This annual cleanliness survey impacts 43 crore urban citizens and is the largest urban sanitation survey in
the world.


[For IAS Prelims 2020]

ODF CERTIFIED CITIES





Page 119

For Swachh Survekshan 2020 (SS 2020) which was launched on 13th August 2019, MoHUA has introduced
the concept of ‘continuous Survekshan’ to ensure that the Mission outcomes are sustained through a system
of continuous monitoring and verification. Swachh Survekshan 2020 is scheduled to begin from 4 January
2020 and will continue till 31 January 2020.
MoHUA has been bringing out advisories on various components of SBM-U. Significant publications in 2019
include Advisory on Plastic Waste Management, Advisory on Emergency Response Sanitation Unit,
Transforming the Urban Landscape: Best Practices in IEC and Behaviour Change and Transforming the
Urban Landscape: Best Practices in ICT.
MoHUA has organized several capacity building across the country to build ULB capacities on various
components of SBM-U. In 2019, over 900 participants comprising ULB officials and elected represented
have attended these workshops.

‘GOOD GOVERNANCE INDEX’ LAUNCHED














Union Minister Jitendra Singh launched the ‘Good Governance Index’ on the occasion of Good Governance
Day. The Good Governance Day is observed on the birth anniversary of former Prime Minister Shri Atal
Bihari Vajpayee. On the occasion, the Minister also launched the 15th edition of Central Secretariat Manual
of Office Procedure (CSMOP). He released the Handbook for the Retiring Central Government Employees
and the Smart Card facility for Department Canteen of DoPT. The MoS (PP) also released a booklet on major
initiatives/achievements of DoPT and Strategic Initiatives of Department of Pensions and Pensioners
Welfare (DoPPW).
Good Governance Index has been scientifically designed on various parameters of governance.
The GGI has been developed for the first time by the Government.
The Good Governance Index is a uniform tool across States to assess the Status of Governance and impact of
various interventions taken up by the State Government and UTs. The objectives of GGI are to provide
quantifiable data to compare the state of governance in all states and UTs, enable states and UTs to
formulate and implement suitable strategies for improving governance and shift to result oriented
approaches and administration. Various principles have been kept in mind while selecting the indicators,
i.e. it should be easy to understand & calculate, citizen-centric & result driven, leading to improved results
and applicable to all states and UTs, among others. Various consultation meetings were held with the
stakeholders, including consultations with sector experts, ministries, states & UTs.
The GGI takes into consideration ten sectors: 1). Agriculture and Allied Sectors, 2). Commerce & Industries,
3). Human Resource Development, 4). Public Health, 5). Public Infrastructure & Utilities, 6). Economic
Governance, 7). Social Welfare & Development, 8). Judicial & Public Security, 9). Environment and 10).
Citizen-Centric Governance. These ten Governance Sectors are measured on total 50 indicators.
Difference indicators are given different weightage under one Governance Sector to calculate the value. E.g.
Under Agriculture & Allied Sector, there are 6 indicators with different weightage, namely: Growth rate of
agriculture and allied sector (0.4), growth rate of food grains production (0.1), growth rate of horticulture
produce (0.1), growth rate of milk production (0.1), growth rate of meat production (0.1) and crop
insurance (0.2). The states and UTs are divided into three groups: a). Big States, b). North-East & Hill States
and c). UTs. The states and UTs are ranked on all indicators separately, at the same time composite ranking
is also calculated for these states and UTs under their respective groups based upon these indicators.
Central Secretariat Manual of Office Procedure (CSMOP): The 1st CSMOP was published in 1955 and has
been updated from time to time. The last edition (14th edition) was published in 2015. To meet the
requirements of digital environment, DARPG has brought out 15th edition of CSMOP which integrates
conventional office practices with e-office. Presently, more than 90% ministries have adopted e-office and
14,56,739 files are running in about 84 Ministries/Departments through e-office. In total. 57
ministries/departments have achieved desired target of 80% and above in e-office. The draft CSMOP was
circulated to all ministries/departments and their views were incorporated in it.
The main features of the CSMOP, which enables the march towards the digital Secretariat, are as follows: A
new chapter on e-Office digitization framework that provides guidelines for scanning, entry and storage of
data, provision of Virtual Private Network for officers of the rank of DS and above following scrutiny
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safeguards, provision for DSC to dealing officers and above rank officers, knowledge management provides
the details regarding maintenance of Standing Guard Files, Standing Note, Induction Material etc, which
helps in smooth disposal of work and decision making chapter provides list of various website and their
links. The definitions have been categorised as Glossary and given at the end of CSMOP and the paragraphs
are numbered chapter wise.
The Department of Pension & Pensioners’ Welfare has brought out a Handbook for Retiring Central
Government Employee, including All India Service Officers, to make them, as well as their families, aware of
their entitlements and various procedural formalities with respect to their retirement benefits. The
Department has brought out a compendium on pension related orders issued during 2018-19 which
contains important orders which inter-alia include:- Amendment of Rule 38 of CCS (Pension) Rule to grant
Invalid Pension to even those Government Employees who retire on medical ground with a qualifying
service of less than 10 years, Revision of pension of pre-2006 pensioners who retired in 5th CPC scale of
Rs.6500-10500, w.r.t. higher grade pay of Rs.4600/- (instead of Rs.4200/-) as applicable to serving
employees, Grant of two family pensions to reemployed pensioners for two different spells of service – one
under CCS (Pension) Rules and the other under EOP Rules.
Based on the Root Cause Analysis of grievances and as a step towards Good Governance, DoP&PW has
planned certain initiatives to be acted upon during 2019-24. These initiatives include Review &
Rationalization of Pension Rules, 1972, promotion of Digital Life Certificate, e-PPO and its integration with
Digi Locker, Real-Time Monitoring of Family Pension of CAPF Martyrs. The Department has accordingly
also brought out a brief booklet on these initiatives.

INDIA STATE OF FOREST REPORT
The Union Minister for Environment released the biennial “India State of Forest Report (ISFR) in New Delhi.
The report is published by the Forest Survey of India (FSI) which has been mandated to assess the forest
and tree resources of the country including wall-to-wall forest cover mapping in a biennial cycle.
 Starting 1987, 16 assessments have been completed so far. ISFR 2019 is the 16th report in the series.
 India is among few countries in the world where forest cover is consistently increasing. In the present
assessment, the total forest and tree cover of the country is 80.73 million hectare which is 24.56 percent of
the geographical area of the country.
 In the present assessment, the total Forest and tree cover of the country is 80.73 million hectares which is
24.56 per cent of the geographical area of the country:
 As compared to the assessment of 2017, there is an increase of 5,188 sq. km in the total forest and tree
cover of the country. Out of this, the increase in the forest cover has been observed as 3,976 sq km and that
in tree cover is 1,212 sq. km; Range increase in forest cover has been observed in open forest followed by
very dense forest and moderately dense forest and the top three states showing increase in forest cover are
Karnataka (1,025 sq. km) followed by Andhra Pradesh (990 sq km) and Kerala (823 sq km).
 Top three states showing increase in forestcover are Karnataka (1,025 sq km) followed by Andhra Pradesh
(990 sq km) and Kerala (823 sq km).
Some Major Findings:
 Area-wise Madhya Pradesh has the largest forest cover in the country followed by Arunachal Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Odisha and Maharashtra. In terms of forest cover as percentage of total geographical area, the
top five States are Mizoram (85.41%), Arunachal Pradesh (79.63%), Meghalaya (76.33%), Manipur
(75.46%) and Nagaland (75.31%).
 The Mangrove ecosystems are unique & rich in biodiversity and they provide numerous ecological services.
Mangrove cover has been separately reported in the ISFR 2019 and the total mangrove cover in the country
is 4,975 sq km. An increase of 54 sq Km in mangrove cover has been observed as compared to the previous
assessment of 2017. Top three states showing mangrove cover increase are Gujarat (37 sq km) followed by
Maharashtra (16 sq km) and Odisha (8 sq km).
 The total growing stock of India’s forest and TOF is estimated 5,915.76 million cum of which 4,273.47
million cum is inside the forests and 1,642.29 million cum outside. There is an increase of 93.38 million
cum of total growing stock, as compared to the previous assessment. Out of this the increase in growing
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stock, there is an increase of 55.08 million cum inside the forests and 38.30 million cum outside the forest
areas.
The extent of bamboo bearing area of the country has been estimated 16.00 million hectare. There is an
increase of 0.32 million hectare in bamboo bearing area as compared to the last assessment of ISFR 2017.
The total estimated green weight of bamboo culms is 278 million tonnes, slowly an increase of 88 million
tonnes as compared to ISFR 2017.
Under the current assessment the total carbon stock in country’s forest is estimated 7,124.6 million tonnes
and there an increase of 42.6 million tonnes in the carbon stock of country as compared to the last
assessment of 2017. The annual increase in the carbon stock is 21.3 million tonnes, which is 78.2 million
tonnes CO2 eq.
Wetlands within forest areas form important ecosystems and add richness to the biodiversity in forest
areas, both of faunal and floral species. Due to importance of wetlands, FSI has carried out an exercise at the
national level to identify wetlands of more than 1 ha within RFA. There are 62,466 wetlands covering 3.8%
of the area within the RFA/GW of the country.
ISFR 2019: It is the 16th report in the series. In tune with the Government of India’s vision of Digital India,
FSI’s assessment is largely based on digital data whether it is satellite data, vector boundaries of districts or
data processing of field measurements.
The report provides information on forest cover, tree cover, mangrove cover, growing stock inside and
outside the forest areas, carbon stock in India’s forests, Forest Types and Biodiversity, Forest Fire
monitoring and forest cover in different slopes & altitudes. Special thematic information on forest cover
such as hill, tribal districts, and north eastern region has also been given separately in the report.
The biennial assessment of forest cover of the country using mid-resolution Satellite data is based on
interpretation of LISS-III data from Indian Remote Sensing satellite data (Resourcesat-II) with a spatial
resolution of 23.5 meters with the scale of interpretation 1:50,000 to monitor forest cover and forest cover
changes at District, State and National level. This information provides inputs for various global level
inventories, reports such as GHG Inventory, Growing Stock, Carbon Stock, Forest Reference Level (FRL) and
international reporting to UNFCCC, targets under CCD, Global Forest Resource Assessment (GFRA) done by
FAO for planning and scientific management of forests.
Satellite data for the entire country was procured from NRSC for the period October, 2017 – February,
2018. The satellite data interpretation is followed by rigorous ground truthing.
For the first time, Ortho-rectified satellite data has been used for forest cover mapping due to its better
positional accuracy as it removes effects of image perspective (tilt) and relief (terrain) and scale distortions
in the image to represent features in its true positions for accurate measurement of distances, angels and
areas.
FSI, in a first ever attempt has carried out a rapid assessment of biodiversity for all the States and UTs
(except two) and for all the sixteen Forest Type Groups as per Champion & Seth Classification (1968).
Apart from the number of tree, shrub and herb species as observed in the survey, Shanon Wienner Index
which gives species richness along with the relative abundance, has also been calculated for each forest
type groups in each State & UT.
FSI has carried out mapping of forest types of India as per the Champion & Seth Classification (1968), for
the first time in the year 2011 based on the base line forest cover data of 2005. A new exercise for refining
and updating the forest type maps as per the latest baseline forest cover was initiated in the year 2016 and
has been completed in 2019.
The accuracy level achieved in the current assessment is the highest amongst all the previous assessments.
The accuracy of forest cover classification has been assessed 93.17% .The accuracy of classification
between forest and non-forest classes has been assessed 97.20%.
A study to assess the dependence of the people living in close proximity to forests for their day to day needs
like fuelwood, fodder, small timber and bamboo was undertaken by FSI during September 2018 to June
2019. Findings of the study in various States/UTs has been presented in the report.
The present report also gives information on the fire prone forest areas of different severity classes,
mapped in the grids of 5km x 5km based on the frequency of forest fires in the last 14 years that would
enable the SFDs to manage and control forest fires effectively in the respective States.
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Kerala tops states in progress towards UN Sustainable Development Goals, while Bihar is at the bottom of
Niti Aayog's SDG Index.
Himachal Pradesh and Sikkim have joined all the southern states in the top tier of front runners who scored
more than 65 points, out of a possible 100.
Ending hunger and achieving gender equality are the areas where most states fall far short, with the allIndia scores for these goals at 35 and 42 points respectively. On the other hand, Niti Aayog has given India
an overall score of 60 points, driven mostly by progress in clean energy and sanitation (88); peace, justice
and strong institutions (72); and affordable and clean energy (70).
The SDGs are a set of 17 broad-based global goals adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 2015,
and intended to be achieved by 2030. With one-sixth of the world’s population, India is key to the
achievement of the goals.
The UN has developed 232 indicators to measure compliance on the part of member nations. Niti Aayog has
adapted its monitoring approach to the Indian context, with a set of 100 indicators of its own for the
purposes of this Index. Only 40% of these indicators were also used for last year’s baseline index, meaning
that the two are not directly comparable. However, it is still interesting to note that Kerala has retained its
top spot from last year, while Uttar Pradesh, Odisha and Sikkim have shown the most improvement.
The second SDG – zero hunger – shows sharp divergence in the performance of states, with little middle
ground. Kerala, Goa and parts of the north-east -- including Mizoram, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh and
Sikkim – have scored above 65, with Goa at 75 points. However, 22 of the states and union territories have
scored below 50, with the central Indian states of Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar and Chhattisgarh
scoring below 30, showing abysmal levels of hunger and malnutrition. The chosen indicators are related to
child stunting, obesity and anaemia, as well as agricultural production and subsidised food distribution.
On the fifth SDG – gender equality – almost all states fare poorly. Only Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal
Pradesh and Kerala have managed to cross 50 points. The indicators considered include crimes against
women, eradicating sex selection and discrimination against daughters, and access to reproductive health
schemes, as well as indicators showing women’s economic and political empowerment and leadership. A
sex ratio of 896 females per 1000 males, a 17.5% female labour participation rate, and the fact that one in
three women experience spousal violence all contribute to a low score countrywide.
The Swachh Bharat Mission has contributed largely to the high scores on the sixth SDG – clean water and
sanitation – although that was helped by the fact that four out of seven indicators dealt with toilets and
sanitation, while only one indicator was related to safe and affordable drinking water. All states and union
territories except for Delhi have scored above 65, with the national capital scoring poorly on the percentage
of urban households with individual household toilets (less than one percent) and, oddly, providing no data
on districts verified to be open defecation free. Delhi also has 81% of blocks with overexploited
groundwater, vastly higher than any other state.
Government schemes to provide electricity and cooking gas connections to rural India contributed to
progress in the seventh SDG – affordable and clean energy – although there were no indicators looking at
other important areas such as renewable energy and energy efficiency. To a certain extent, the indicators
chosen for the sixth and seventh SDGs seem to align closely with the aims of flagship Central schemes.
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are a collection of 17 global goals designed to be a "blueprint to
achieve a better and more sustainable future for all". The SDGs, set in 2015 by the United Nations General
Assembly and intended to be achieved by the year 2030, are part of UN Resolution 70/1, the 2030 Agenda.
The Sustainable Development Goals are:
1. No Poverty
2. Zero Hunger
3. Good Health and Well-being
4. Quality Education
5. Gender Equality
6. Clean Water and Sanitation
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7. Affordable and Clean Energy
8. Decent Work and Economic Growth
9. Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure
10. Reducing Inequality
11. Sustainable Cities and Communities
12. Responsible Consumption and Production
13. Climate Action
14. Life with Water
15. Life On Land
16. Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions
17. Partnerships for the Goals
NITI Aayog released the second edition of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) India Index, which
comprehensively documents the progress made by India’s States and Union Territories towards achieving
the 2030 SDG targets.
The SDG India Index—which has been developed in collaboration with the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation (MoSPI), United Nations in India, and Global Green Growth Institute—was
launched by NITI Aayog Vice Chairman Dr Rajiv Kumar.; Members Dr Ramesh Chand and Dr V K Paul; CEO
Amitabh Kant; UN Resident Coordinator Renata Dessallien; MoSPI Secretary and Chief Statistician of India
Pravin Srivastava; and NITI Aayog SDG Adviser Sanyukta Samaddar.
In 2020, the world enters the final decade for achieving the SDGs—the ‘Decade for Action’. And the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change tells us that we have 12 years left to save the planet from the
worst effects of climate change. So, the time to act is now. The SDG India Index 2.0 and the dashboard
enables India to both track and encourage accelerated progress to meet the SDGs across all its States and
Union Territories.
India’s composite score has improved from 57 in 2018 to 60 in 2019, thereby showing noticeable progress.
The maximum gains been made in Goals 6 (clean water and sanitation), 9 (industry, innovation, and
infrastructure) and 7 (affordable and clean energy). All three states that were in the ‘Aspirant’ category
(with score/s in the range of 0–49)—Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Assam—have graduated to the ‘Performer’
category (50–64).
Five states—Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka, Goa, and Sikkim—moved up from the ‘Performer’
category to the ‘Front Runner’ category (65–99). Kerala achieved the first rank in the composite SDG Index
with a score of 70, followed by Himachal Pradesh at 69.
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, and Tamil Nadu ranked at the third position with the score of 67. The biggest
improvers since 2018 are UP (which has moved from the 29th position to the 23rd), Orissa (23rd to 15th),
and Sikkim (15th to 7th). While Bihar improved its score from 48 in 2018 to 50 in 2019, it still has a long
way to go in achieving the targets.
The world is now in the fifth year of the SDG era. India’s National Development Agenda is mirrored in the
SDGs. India’s progress in the global Goals is crucial for the world as the country is home to about one-sixth
of the world’s population.
The SDG India Index 2019 tracks progress of all States and UTs on 100 indicators drawn from the MoSPI’s
National Indicator Framework (NIF). The process of selection of these indicators included
multipleconsultations with Union ministries/departments and States/UTs.
The SDG India Index 2019 is more robust than the first edition on account of wider coverage of goals,
targets, and indicators with greater alignment with the NIF. The Index spans 16 out of 17 SDGs with a
qualitative assessment on Goal 17. This marks an improvement over the 2018 Index, which covered only 13
goals.
Additionally, this year, the SDG India Indexreport has a new section on profiles of all 37 States and UTs,
which will be very useful to analyse their performance on all goals in a lucid manner.
A composite score was computed in the range of 0–100 for each State/UT based on its aggregate
performance across 16 SDGs, indicating the average performance of every State/UT towards achieving 16
SDGs and their respective targets. If a State/UT achieves a score of 100, it signifies it has achieved the 2030
national targets. The higher the score of a State/UT, the closer it is towards achieving the targets.
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Classification criteria based on SDG India Indexscore is as follows:
 Aspirant: 0–49
 Performer: 50–64
 Front Runner: 65–99
 Achiever: 100
NITI Aayog has the twin mandate to oversee the implementation of SDGs in the country and promote
competitive and cooperative federalism among States and UTs.
The SDG India Index acts as a bridge between these mandates, aligning the SDGs with the Hon’ble Prime
Minister’s clarion call of Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas, which embodies the five Ps of the global
SDG movement: people, planet, prosperity, partnership and peace.
The SDG India Index 2019 is available on an online dashboard, which has cross-sectoral relevance across
policy, civil society, business and academia. The Index is designed to function as a tool for focused policy
dialogue, formulation and implementation, and moving towards development action pegged to globally
recognizable metrics. The Index also supplements NITI Aayog’s continuous efforts to encourage evidencebased policymaking by supporting States/UTs to benchmark their progress, identifying priority areas and
sharing best practices.
The SDG India Index 2019 will also help highlight crucial gaps related to monitoring SDGs and the need for
improving statistical systems at the National/State/UT levels. Further, the Index highlights the need for
improvements in data collection, reporting and methodology. NITI Aayog is also exploring partnerships for
disaggregating data and developing capacity for real-time monitoring and measuring incremental progress.
A composite SDG India Index score was computed for each State and UT of India based on their aggregate
performance across 13 of the 17 SDGs. The value of the score indicates the average performance of the
State/UT towards achieving the 13 SDGs and their respective targets. The score ranges between 0 and 100
percent. If a State achieves a score of 100 percent, it signifies that the State has achieved the national target
set for 2030. On the other hand, if a State achieves a score of 0, it signifies that the State was the worst
performer. The higher the score of a State, the greater the distance to target achieved.
The SDG India Index 2018 reveals that the States of Kerala and Himachal Pradesh top the list of States and
UTs for their aggregate performance towards the Sustainable Development Goals, 2030.

REPORT OF TASK FORCE ON ‘NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE PIPELINE’










A task force of senior bureaucrats, chaired by Economic Affairs Secretary Atanu Chakraborty, had identified
Rs. 102 lakh crore worth of projects in 18 States as part of a National Infrastructure Pipeline.
The Union Finance Minister made a brief statement on the contents of the National Infrastructure Pipeline.
She indicated that Government will examine the recommendations of the Task Force and take action early.
To achieve the GDP of $5 trillion by 2024-25, India needs to spend about $1.4 trillion (Rs. 100 lakh crore)
over these years on infrastructure. In the past decade (FY 2008-17), India invested about $1.1 trillion on
infrastructure. The challenge is to step-up annual infrastructure investment so that lack of infrastructure
does not become a binding constraint on the growth of the Indian economy.
Prime Minister in his Independence Day-2019 speech highlighted that Rs.100 lakh crore would be invested
on infrastructure over the next five years including social and economic infrastructure projects.
To achieve this objective, a Task Force was constituted to draw up the National Infrastructure Pipeline
(NIP) for each of the years from FY 2019-20 to FY 2024-25 with the approval of the Finance Minister. The
Task Force is chaired by Secretary, DEA with CEO (NITI Aayog), Secretary (Expenditure), Secretary of the
Administrative Ministries, and Additional Secretary (Investments), DEA as members and Joint Secretary
(IPF), DEA as Member Secretary.
The first meeting of the Task Force was held in September 2019.
This exercise, the first of its kind, is expected to be followed up by a periodical review process. NIP will
enable a forward outlook on infrastructure projects which will create jobs, improve ease of living, and
provide equitable access to infrastructure for all, thereby making growth more inclusive. NIP includes
economic and social infrastructure projects.
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On the basis of the information compiled as on date, total project capital expenditure in infrastructure
sectors in India during the fiscals 2020 to 2025 is projected at over Rs 102 lakh crore.
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman outlined plans to invest more than Rs. 102 lakh crore in
infrastructure projects by 2024-25, with the Centre, the States and the private sector sharing the capital
expenditure in a 39:39:22 formula.
This will be a significant increase over the last six years, when the Centre and the States together spent Rs.
51 lakh crore on infrastructure.
During the fiscals 2020 to 2025, sectors such as Energy (24%), Roads (19%), Urban (16%), and Railways
(13%) amount to around 70% of the projected capital expenditure in infrastructure in India. The detailed
sector wise break of the pipeline is as follows:
Ministry/ Department
FY 20-25
Energy
Power
1175995
Renewable Energy
929500
Atomic Energy
154088
Petroleum and Natural Gas
194666
Total Energy
2,454,249
Roads
Roads
1,963,943
Total Roads
1,963,943
Railways
Railways
1,368,523
Total Railways
1,368,523
Ports
Ports
100,923
Total Ports
100,923
Airports
Airports
143,398
Total Airports
143,398
Urban
AMRUT, SMART Cities, MRTS, Affordable Housing, Jal Jeevan
1,629,012
Mission
Total Urban
1,629,012
Telecommunication
Telecommunication
320,498
Total Telecommunications
320,498
Irrigation
Irrigation
772,678
Total Irrigation
772,678
Rural Infrastructure
Rural Infrastructure
410,955
Water and Sanitation
361,810
Total Rural Infrastructure
772,765
Agriculture and Food Processing Infrastructure
Agriculture Infrastructure
54,298
Food Processing Industries
1,255
Food and Public Distribution
5,000
Total Agriculture and Food Processing Infrastructure
60,553
Social Infrastructure
Higher Education
118,348
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School Education
37,791
Health and Family Welfare
168,622
Sports
7,618
Tourism
24,321
Total Social Infrastructure
356,701
Industrial Infrastructure
Industries and Internal Trade
299,237
Steel
8,225
Total Industrial Infrastructure
307,462
TOTAL (Rs. Crore)
10,250,704
Out of the total expected capital expenditure of Rs. 102 lakh crore, projects worth Rs 42.7 lakh crore (42%)
are under implementation, projects worth Rs 32.7 lakh crore (32%) are in conceptualization stage and rest
are under development. It is expected that projects of certain states, who are yet to communicate their
pipelines, would be added to the pipeline in due course.
The Task Force in its detailed report has given recommendations on changes required to several key
sectoral policies and other reform initiatives to be initiated by Central and State Governments. A
monitoring mechanism has also been suggested to ensure timely implementation.
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Minister for Housing and Urban Affairs, announced the results of Swachh Survekshan League 2020 (Quarter
1 and Quarter 2).
Swachh Survekshan 2020, the fifth edition of the annual urban cleanliness survey conducted by the
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA), Government of India, scheduled to commence from 4
January 2020 across India, was also rolled out on the occasion.
Swachh Survekshan League 2020 (SS League 2020) was introduced with the objective of sustaining the
onground performance of cities along with continuous monitoring of service level performance when it
comes to cleanliness.
SS League 2020 is being conducted in 3 quarters, i.e. April- June, July – September and October- December
2019 and has 2000 marks for each quarter evaluated on the basis of monthly updation of SBM-U online MIS
by cities along with citizen’s validation on the 12 service level progress indicators through outbound calls.
Ranks have been assigned in two categories, namely, cities with population of one lakh and above (with two
sub-categories, i.e. 1-10 lakh and 10 lakhs and above) and cities with population of less than 1 lakh (under
the < 1 lakh population category, the rankings are given zone and population wise).
The performance of cities in SS League 2020 is crucial to their ranking in Swachh Survekshan 2020 due to
the 25% weightage of the quarterly assessments to be included in the annual survey scheduled to
commence from 4 January till 31 January 2020.
Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban (SBM-U) launched in October 2014 by Prime Minister has completed five
years of its journey. Now, urban India has become Open Defecation Free. More importantly, there has been
a perceptible and visible change in the condition of public toilets in the country.
The ODF+, ODF++ and Water+ Plus Protocols by the Ministry work as the guiding document for cities in this
regard.
Solid waste management (SWM) the bigger of the two challenges saw slow progress initially, however,
there is a tremendous improvement in the way waste is being collected, segregated and treated in urban
India. Apart from Swachh Survekshan, innovative frameworks such as the Star Rating Protocol for Garbage
Free Cities is enabling institutionalization of good practices such as source segregation, scientific
processing of waste, dumpsite remediation, penalties & spot fines for littering, and compliance of bulk
waste generators, amongst others.
The Ministry is also fully committed to realizing the Honourable Prime Minister’s vision of a single use
plastic (SUP) free India by 2022. To this end, Ministry has collaborated with the Cement Manufacturing
Association and the National Highway Authority of India to promote reuse of plastic in road construction.
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Moreover, cities and citizens are coming together with innovative models such as the Garbage Café (where
one can get a meal in return of plastic waste) to tackle the menace of plastic waste”.
Today, the sustainability of the Mission reflects in the fact that 937 of our cities are ODF+, 328 cities are
ODF++. We are also making use of technology to make toilets more accessible by mapping over 57,000
public toilet blocks across 2,300 cities on Google Maps.
We have also made significant progress in the area of solid waste management with 60% of solid waste
being processed and 96% of wards practising door-to-door collection. Through our innovative initiative,
Star Rating Protocol for Garbage Free Cities, we have 57 cities rated 3 star and 4 cities rated 5 star”.
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COMPETITION COMMISSION RELEASED A REPORT
The Competition Commission of India (CCI) released a Report titled ‘Market Study on E-commerce in India:
Key Findings and Observations’.
 The Market Study on E-commerce in India (‘the study’) was initiated by the CCI in April 2019 with a view to
better understand the functioning of e-commerce in India and its implications for markets and competition.
On the basis of the market study findings, the enforcement and advocacy priorities for the CCI in the ecommerce sector in India are, inter alia, the following:
 Ensuring competition on the merits to harness efficiencies for consumers
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Increasing transparency to create incentive for competition and to reduce information asymmetry
Fostering sustainable business relationships between all stakeholders
The insights gained from the study will inform antitrust enforcement in these markets. Nonetheless,
bargaining power imbalance and information asymmetry between e-commerce marketplace platforms and
their business users are at the core of many issues that have come up in the market study. Thus, without a
formal determination of violation of competition law, improving transparency over certain areas of the
platforms’ functioning can reduce information asymmetry and can have a positive influence on competition
outcomes.
In view of the foregoing, the report enumerates certain areas for self-regulation by the e-commerce
marketplace platforms. These have been advocated with a view to reduce information asymmetry and
promote competition on the merits. The CCI under its advocacy mandate urges the e-commerce platforms
to put in place the following transparency measures.

REPORT ON INDIA'S ENERGY POLICIES







In-depth Review of India's Energy Policies report by International Energy Agency (IEA) was launched in
New Delhi.
India is now the third largest energy consumer in the world. India is in the midst of a major transformative
shift in its energy sector.
The Report captures well the progress made in achieving sustainable energy for all, as reflected in the UN
Sustainable Development Goal 7 (SDG 7).
An estimated investment of 100 billion dollar in oil and gas infrastructure has been lined up. The gas
pipeline network will soon be covering the length and breadth of the country; from Kutch in Western India
to Kohima in the East, and from Kashmir in the North to Kanyakumari in the South.
In yet another important decision, our Government has approved viability Gap Funding/ Capital Grant at 60
percent of the estimated cost of Rs 9265 crore for the North East gas grid project to develop gas pipeline
grid of 1656 Km in the eight States of the North-eastern region.

RENEWABLE ENERGY SECTOR MAKES RAPID STRIDES






As a part of Nationally Determined Contributions as per the Paris Accord on Climate Change, India has
made a pledge that by 2030, 40% of our installed power generation capacity shall be from non-fossil fuel
sources and also by 2030, reduce emission intensity of GDP by 33-35 % from 2005 level.
Keeping in view the above and our commitment for a healthy planet with less carbon intensive economy,
India decided in 2015 that 175 GW of renewable energy capacity will be installed by the year 2022. This
includes 100 GW from solar, 60 GW from wind, 10 GW from biomass and 5 GW from small hydro power.
Renewable Energy capacity is rising rapidly and the status of projects as on 17.12.19 is given below:
Sector
Installed
Under
Tendered
Total Installed/
capacity
Implementation
(GW)
Pipeline (GW)
(GW)
(GW)
Solar
32.53
25.05
25.78
83.36
Power
Wind
37.28
9.64
2.20
49.12
Power
Bio
9.94
0.00
0.00
9.94
Energy
Small
4.65
0.55
0.00
5.20
Hydro
Wind
0
1.44
0.00
1.44
Solar
Hybrid
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STATE ENERGY EFFICIENCY INDEX 2019





















Minister for Power released the ‘State Energy Efficiency Index 2019’, which tracks the progress of Energy
Efficiency (EE) initiatives in 36 states and union territories based on 97 significant indicators. The index
was released on the occasion of RPM ( Review, Planning and Monitoring) meeting, which is being held on
09-10 Jan 2020 at Pravasi Bharatiya Kendra, New Delhi.
The index is developed by Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) in association with Alliance for an Energy
Efficient Economy (AEEE). It will help states contribute towards national goals on energy security and
climate action byhelping drive EE policies and program implementation at the state and local level, tracking
progress in managing the states’ and India’s energy footprint and institutionalising the data capture and
monitoring of EE activities by states.
The first such Index, the “State Energy Efficiency Preparedness Index 2018”, was launched on August 1,
2018. Taking forward the State Energy Efficiency Preparedness Index 2018, the State Energy Efficiency
Index 2019 incorporates qualitative, quantitative and outcome-based indicators to assess energy efficiency
initiatives, programs and outcomes in five distinct sectors – buildings, industry, municipalities, transport,
agriculture, and DISCOMs. New indicators for this year include adoption of Energy Conservation Building
Code (ECBC) 2017, energy efficiency in MSME clusters, etc.
The required data was collected from the concerned state departments such as DISCOMs, Urban
Development departments and other departments with the help of State Designated Agencies (SDAs).
For rational comparison, States/UTs are grouped into four groups based on aggregated Total Primary
Energy Supply (TPES) required to meet the state’s actual energy demand (electricity, coal, oil, gas, etc.)
across sectors.
Haryana, Karnataka and Kerala have topped the State Energy Efficiency Index 2019. This index tracks the
progress of Energy Efficiency (EE) initiatives in 36 states and union territories based on 97 significant
indicators.
The State Energy Efficiency Index categorises states as ‘Front Runner’, ‘Achiever’, ‘Contender’ and ‘Aspirant’
based on their efforts and achievements towards energy efficiency implementation.
The top performing states in the State EE Index 2019 - Haryana, Kerala and Karnataka - are in the ‘Achiever’
category. Since there isn’t any ‘front runner’ state, it can be inferred that a lot more can be done at the state
level to realise energy savings from energy efficiency.
For a rational comparison, the States or Union Territories are grouped into four groups based on the
aggregated Total Primary Energy Supply (TPES) required to meet the state’s actual energy demand
(electricity, coal, oil, gas, among others) across sectors.
Karnataka, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh and Puducherry led their groups. Manipur, Jammu & Kashmir,
Jharkhand and Rajasthan performed the worst in each of their groups.
This index, developed by the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) in association with the Alliance for an
Energy Efficient Economy (AEEE), showed that a majority of the initiatives taken by states are on the
Policies and Regulations front.
Most of the first-generation energy efficiency policies prepared by BEE under programmes on Standards &
Labelling (S&L), Energy Conservation Building Code (ECBC) 2017, Perform Achieve & Trade (PAT) and
others are understood by states. As the next steps, they should focus on ensuring greater compliance to
achieve savings.
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The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) announced a new milestone achieved by the Aadhaar
project – crossing of the 125 crore mark. This means that over 1.25 billion residents of India have the 12digit unique identity.
The achievement comes along with the rapidly increasing use of Aadhaar as the primary identity document
by the Aadhaar holders. This is evident from the fact that Aadhaar-based authentication services have been
used close to 37,000 crore times since inception. At present UIDAI receives about 3 crore authentication
requests every day.
Also, residents are more inclined on keeping their details in Aadhaar updated. UIDAI recorded close to 331
crore successful Aadhaar updates (biometric and demographic) till date. At present UIDAI receives about 34 lakh Aadhaar updates request every day.

SOUTH HAS HIGHER PREVALENCE OF MENTAL DISORDERS: STUDY
















Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Telangana, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh account for a higher prevalence of mental
disorders that manifest primarily during adulthood in depression and anxiety, according to the first
comprehensive estimates of disease burden attributable to mental health from 1990 prepared by the India
State-Level Disease Burden Initiative.
The study finds that roughly one in seven Indians, or 197 million persons, suffered from mental disorders
of varying severity in 2017.
These include depression, anxiety disorders, schizophrenia, bipolar disorders, idiopathic developmental
intellectual disability, conduct disorders, and autism.
Importantly, the contribution of mental disorders to the disability adjusted life year (DALY) — the sum of
total years of life lost and years lived with disability — has doubled between 1990 and 2017 increasing
from 2.5% to 4.7%. Mental disorders were the second leading cause of disease burden in terms of years
lived with disability (YLDs) and the sixth leading cause of disability-adjusted life-years (DALYs) in the
world in 2017.
In total, 45.7 million people had depressive disorders, as one in three years lost due to a mental disorder
was due to depression. This was followed by anxiety — a total of 44.9 million people suffered from it and it
accounted for the loss of 1 in 5 years.
In its State-wise analysis, the study divides different States into three categories on the basis of their sociodemographic index (SDI), i.e low, medium and high SDI States. The SDI is a composite measure of per-capita
income, mean education, and fertility rate in women younger than 25 years and is calculated on a scale of
one.
Prevalence of depressive disorders was highest in Tamil Nadu (loss of 836 years per 1 lakh population),
Kerala (loss of 641 years), Goa (loss of 626 years) and Telangana (loss of 756 years) in the high SDI State
group and Andhra Pradesh (loss of 793 years) in the middle SDI State group.
Similarly, anxiety disorders were found to be more common in Kerala (loss of 383 years per 1 lakh
population), Himachal Pradesh (loss of 329 years), Tamil Nadu (loss of 325 years), Karnataka (loss of 324
years), Telangana (loss of 324 years), and Maharashtra (loss of 324 years) in the high SDI State group and
Andhra Pradesh (loss of 328 years), Manipur (loss of 360 years), and West Bengal (loss of 331 years) in the
middle SDI State group.
The study also found that more women than men suffered from depression (3.9% women vs 2.7% men),
anxiety (3.9% of women vs 2.7% men) and eating disorders (0.3% in women vs 0.1% in men), while the
prevalence of conduct disorder (1% men vs 0.6% women), autism spectrum disorders (0.5% in men vs 0.2
in women), and Attention-Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (0.6% in men and 0.2% in women) were
substantially higher in males than in females.

JANUARY 2020

[BestCurrentAffairs.com]

Page 132

© BestCurrentAffairs.com. All Rights Reserved.



[For IAS Prelims 2020]

125 CRORE RESIDENTS HAVE AADHAAR

JANUARY 2020

[BestCurrentAffairs.com]

Page 133












The Union Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry said the Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban had achieved its goal
of making urban India free of open defecation, though urban local bodies in West Bengal had not been
declared open defecation free (ODF).
The Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban has achieved its target of creating urban India ODF. Urban areas of 35
States and Union Territories have become ODF. In all, 4,320 cities [out of 4,372] have declared themselves
ODF, of which 4,167 cities have been certified through third-party verification (52 ULBs of West Bengal
were not included).
Under the SBM, which was launched on October 2, 2014, the government had declared rural India ODF on
October 2, while the deadline for urban India had been pushed while third-party audits and compliance
from West Bengal were awaited.
65.81 lakh individual household toilets had been constructed while the target had been 59 lakh, and 5.96
lakh community or public toilet seats had been added against the target of 5.08 lakh.
819 cities and 312 cities had been declared ODF+ and ODF++, which set targets for maintaining public
toilets and proper management of sludge toilets respectively.
On solid waste management, the Ministry said 96% of the urban wards had door-t-door collection of
garbage and about 60% of the municipal solid waste was being processed.
Based on 12 parameters including cleanliness of drains, plastic management and construction waste
management, Indore, Ambikapur, Navi Mumbai and Mysuru had been certified “five-star cities”.
Fifty-seven cities were certified three-star and four cities one-star.
Going forward, the Mission will focus on holistic and sustainable sanitation through faecal sludge
management and 100% wastewater treatment and reuse. In solid waste management, it will focus on
strengthening source segregation, collection, transportation and processing. Alongside, the Mission will
also emphasise on construction and waste management and scientific landfilling and dumpsite remediation.

NPR DATA WAS FIRST COLLECTED IN 2010














The data for the National Population Register (NPR) was first collected in 2010 and West Bengal was one of
the five States that used the requisite information for planning various beneficiary schemes.
The other States which used the NPR data collected by the Registrar General of India (RGI) on behalf of the
Centre were Tamil Nadu, Odisha, Manipur and Rajasthan.
West Bengal and Kerala issued orders now that they will not allow NPR in their States. The States declined
to update NPR amid apprehensions that it will be followed by the National Register of Citizens (NRC).
The gazette notification to carry out the third phase of NPR was issued on July 31 and all States had
subsequently followed suit.
The NPR was updated in 2015 by seeding it with biometric details of Aadhaar.
The data under NPR was collected through door-to-door enumeration under various categories like age,
marital status, place of birth, nationality (as declared), present and permanent residential address,
occupation, activity and educational qualification.
Though the Government denied that there was any link between NPR and the NRC, the Rules inserted in
2003 to the Citizenship Act, 1955 said that NRC will be prepared at the “local, district, State and national
level after verifying the details in the NPR and establishing the citizenship of each individual.”
A senior government official said the Socio Economic Caste Census (SECC) is based on the NPR data.
The 2011 caste data collected as part of SECC along with the Census data, is yet to be released by the Centre
due to errors. An advertisement issued in 2010 regarding NPR however said that camps will be held in
every locality for collection of biometric data of all residents who are 5 years old and above.
An archived page on censusindia.gov.in said that “a proposal to issue Resident Identity Cards to all usual
residents in the NPR of 18 years of age and above is under consideration of the Government. This proposed
identity card would be a smart card and would bear the Aadhaar number.”
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A review of 12 non-performing or “stranded” assets in India’s thermal coal-fired generation sector has
found that several more thermal power stations in the country could potentially be classified as stranded
assets than what was estimated.
A new report released by the Institute for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis (IEEFA), ‘Seriously
stressed and stranded: The burden of non-performing assets in India’s thermal power sector’ also names
Gulbarga Thermal Power Station.
About the 1,320MW Gulbarga Thermal Power Station, the plant, proposed by the State-owned Power
Company of Karnataka Limited (PCKL) in 2010, is planned to have two units of 660MW “based on outdated
technology.” Land totalling 1,600 acres was acquired in 2010, but since then the project has not acquired a
coal linkage nor an environmental clearance.
The report also mentions the State’s coal dependency. “Karnataka does not have any in-State coal
production. It is dependent on coal with a high delivery cost, procured either via railways from mines
outside the State or via imported seaborne coal. As of September 2019, Karnataka had 9.8GW of operational
coal-fired capacity. The coal-fired power fleet in Karnataka has operated at an unsustainably low utilisation
factor of 35% for two consecutive years 2017-18 and 2018-19.”
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The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) published the annual Crime in India Report 2018. It was
published with provisional data, as five States — West Bengal, Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya and
Sikkim — did not send clarifications sought by the NCRB despite repeated reminders.
According to the report, 3,78,277 cases of crime against women were reported in the country, up from
3,59,849 in 2017. Uttar Pradesh topped the list with 59,445 cases, followed by Maharashtra (35,497) and
West Bengal (30,394). The conviction rate in rape-related cases stood at 27.2% even though the rate of
filing chargesheets was 85.3% in such cases.
Uttar Pradesh tops list in crimes against women: Cruelty by husband or his relatives (31.9%) followed by
assault on women with intent to outrage her modesty (27.6%) constituted the major share of crimes
against women.
A total of 50,74,634 cognisable crimes — 31,32,954 Indian Penal Code (IPC) crimes and 19,41,680 Special &
Local Laws (SLL) crimes — were registered in 2018, showing an increase of 1.3% in registration of cases
compared to 2017 (50,07,044 cases). The crime rate per lakh population, however, came down from 388.6
in 2017 to 383.5 in 2018.
The NCRB also released the Accidental Death and Suicides in India 2018 report, which said that 10,349
people working in the farm sector ended their lives in 2018, accounting for 7.7 % of the total number of
suicides in the country. There were 5,763 farmers/cultivators and 4,586 agricultural labourers among
those who ended their lives. The majority of the suicides were reported in Maharashtra (17,972) followed
by Tamil Nadu (13,896), West Bengal (13,255), Madhya Pradesh (11,775) and Karnataka (11,561).
The 2017 annual crime report was published on October 21 last year, after a delay of two years.
While there has been a marginal decline in the incidents of acid attacks in the country in 2018 compared to
the previous year, West Bengal accounted for the highest number of cases of such attacks. In 2018, 228
incidents of acid attacks were recorded across the country against 240 victims. Of these, West Bengal
recorded 50 incidents involving 53 victims.
The NCRB report shows that West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh and Delhi contribute to almost half of acid attacks
in the country. In 2018, the three States — Bengal (50) U.P. (40) and Delhi (11) — accounted to 101 of the
228 incidents accounting to 44 % of all cases. In 2017 the three States Bengal (54), U.P. (56) and Delhi (14)
accounted for 124 of the 244 cases or 50 % of all attacks.
Acid attacks are registered under Section 326 A of the Indian Penal Code, with a minimum punishment of
10 years imprisonment.
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Having contracted for three months in a row, the Index of Industrial Production (IIP) recorded a growth of
1.8% in November mainly on account of improvement in the manufacturing sector. The IIP growth in
November 2018 was 0.2%.
According to the National Statistical Office (NSO) data, the growth in the manufacturing sector was 2.7% as
against a contraction of 0.7% in the same month last year. Electricity generation turned negative (-) 5% as
against a growth of 5.1% in November 2018. Mining sector output decelerated to 1.7% from 2.7% in the
year ago month.

INDIA JUSTICE REPORT 2019













Karnataka ranked sixth in the country’s first-ever ranking on justice delivery, “India Justice Report 2019”
supported by Tata Trusts.
Daksh, organisation working on research in judiciary, a partner with Tata Trusts in bringing out the report.
The report evaluates justice delivery as a function of performance of four pillars — police, prisons,
judiciary, and access to legal aid over the last five years.
Policing: On this front, the best score was achieved by Tamil Nadu - 6.49. UP received a score of 2.98,
whereas Bihar got 3.77. UP fared poor in terms of budgeting, spending on police per person, vacancies and
diversity.
Prisons: This parameter was assessed on various factors ranging from overcrowding, inclusion of women
staff, adequate human resources, budgeting, infrastructure, etc. Jharkhand fared the worst with a score of
3.46. It was followed by Uttarakhand (3.72), Punjab (4.35), Andhra Pradesh (4.35) and UP (4.42).
Surprisingly, Bihar stood at number six with a score of 5.61. The best in this regard was Kerala with a score
of 7.18.
Judiciary: This parameter was assessed on availability of judges, clearance of cases, spending on judiciary,
etc. Bihar, with a score of 2.41, fared the worst in this regard. It was followed by UP (3.7), Karnataka (3.76),
Uttarakhand (4.17) and Jharkhand (4.3). Tamil Nadu again featured on the top in terms of judiciary with a
score of 6.99. It was followed by Punjab (6.57), Haryana (6.23) and Maharashtra (5.96).
On an average, Bihar saw a bleak growth in expenditure on judiciary in comparison to total spending. From
2011 to 2016, the state expenditure rose by 17.8 per cent; however, expenditure on judiciary rose by only 8
per cent.
Legal aid: The report also highlighted the importance of legal aid. It said that almost 80 per cent of India's
1.25-billion population is eligible for free legal aid, but only 15 million people have availed it since 1995.

DRONE CENSUS



India’s first drone census has seen over 2,500 Ownership Acknowledgment Numbers (OANs) being issued
by the Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) in the last five days.
While the DGCA issued the Civil Aviation Requirements (CAR), Section 3 - Air Transport Series X, Part I,
Issue I, dated August 27, 2018 which regulates use of drones and provides the process for obtaining Unique
Identification Number, Unmanned Aircraft Operator Permit (UAOP) and other operational requirements,
there are drones that do not comply with the CAR.

INDIAN TB DIAGNOSTIC HAS HIGH ACCURACY: WHO



World Health Organization (WHO) had mentioned that the India-made Truenat MTB, a molecular
diagnostic test for pulmonary and extrapulmonary TB and rifampicin-resistant TB, has high accuracy.
Truenat MTB has “high diagnostic accuracy as initial test to diagnose TB and to sequentially detect
rifampicin resistance”. It will be used as an initial test thus replacing sputum smear microscopy.
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Truenat is developed by the Goa-based Molbio Diagnostics. The company was provided with technical
assistance and resources by the Foundation for Innovative New Diagnostics (FIND) to help commercialise
Truenat. ICMR had assessed and validated the diagnostic tool.












India’s total forest and tree cover stood at 80.73 million hectare, which is 24.56 per cent of the geographical
area of the country, Prakash Javadekar, Minister of Environment and Forests (MoEF), said. In previous 2017
assessment, it was 21.54 per cent.
The assessment is largely based on digital data – satellite, vector boundaries of districts or data processing
of field measurements.
Satellite data for the entire country was procured from the NRSC for the period October 2017-February
2018.
The satellite data interpretation is followed by rigorous “ground truthing”.
As compared to the assessment of 2017, there is an increase of 5,188 sq. km in the total forest and tree
cover of the country.
Out of this, the increase in the forest cover has been observed as 3,976 sq km and that in tree cover is 1,212
sq. km, range increase in forest cover has been observed in open forest followed by very dense forest and
moderately dense forest and the top three States showing increase in forest cover are Karnataka (1,025 sq.
km) followed by Andhra Pradesh (990 sq km) and Kerala (823 sq km).
Area-wise, Madhya Pradesh has the largest forest cover in the country followed by Arunachal Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Odisha and Maharashtra.
In terms of forest cover as percentage of total geographical area, the top five States are Mizoram (85.41 per
cent), Arunachal Pradesh (79.63 per cent), Meghalaya (76.33 per cent), Manipur (75.46 per cent) and
Nagaland (75.31 per cent).
Under the current assessment the total carbon stock in country’s forest is estimated at 7,124.6 million
tonnes and there is an increase of 42.6 million tonnes in the carbon stock as compared to the last
assessment of 2017.

INDORE IS AGAIN THE CLEANEST CITY









Indore ranked first in the Quarter-1 and -2 results of Swachh Survekshan League 2020 (SS League 2020)
among the cities with a population of more than 10 lakh.
The second and third spot was taken by Bhopal and Surat in Q1. In Q2, Rajkot and Navi Mumbai came in
second and third, respectively, in the category.
Indore has retained the title of the cleanest city in the last three years. This time a total of 4,372 cities
participated in the league.
SS League is conducted in three quarters (April-June, July-September and October-December) with the
objective of sustaining the on-ground performance of cities along with monitoring of when it comes to
cleanliness.
In the 1-10 lakh population category, Jamshedpur was ranked at the top in both the quarters. NDMC and
Madhya Pradesh’s Khargone were ranked second and third, respectively in Q1. In the Quarter 2,
Chandrapur (Maharashtra) and Khargone stood at second and third spot.
Among the Cantonment Boards, Tamil Nadu’s St Thomas Mount Cantt was ranked at the top in Q1 followed
by Jhansi Cantt and Delhi Cantt. On the other hand, in Q2, Delhi Cantt topped while Jhansi cantt and
Jalandhar Cantt stood at second and third spots.

GLOBAL CITY RANKING


Hyderabad has dethroned Bengaluru to claim the top spot in the JLL City Momentum Index (CMI) 2020, a
global ranking of cities.
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Hyderabad recorded the highest office net absorption in 2019 (as a proportion of the existing stock)
globally, while it is also among the world’s best-performing cities for prime office rental growth.
Hyderabad emerged as the world’s most dynamic city, while last year’s winner, Bengaluru, came second.
Chennai came fifth, Delhi sixth, Pune 12th, Kolkata 16th and Mumbai 20th.
Shenzhen (10th), Chongqing (11th), Wuhan (13th), Hangzhou (15th) and Shanghai (17th) – featured in this
year’s Top 20, with another five making the Top 30, including Xi’an (21st) and Guangzhou (23rd).

SALARY GROWTH IN INDIA IS HIGHEST IN ASIA



There is good news for Indian professionals this year, with an expected salary growth of 9.2 per cent, the
highest in Asia. This is slightly lower than the 10 per cent registered in 2019.
Though the ‘Korn Ferry Global Salary Forecast’ released last month pegs salary growth in India at 9.2 per
cent in 2020, the inflation-adjusted real-wage in the country is anticipated to be constant at 5 per cent.

FEWER JAPANESE BABIES THIS YEAR






The number of babies born in Japan fell an estimated 5.9% this year to fewer than 900,000 for the first time
since the government started compiling data in 1899.
The dwindling number of births will put more strain welfare finances to support snowballing costs of
supporting an ageing population, which would undermine economic growth.
There were 512,000 more deaths than births this year, the first time the figure has surpassed 500,000, with
864,000 babies born. Last year, 918,400 babies were born.
This was the biggest decline in births since 1975, driven by a fewer women aged 25 to 39.
The government is hoping for a birth rate of 1.8% - which world appear a tall order given rate was 1.42% in
2018.
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MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES







Two-day Regional Conference on ‘Improving Public Service Delivery – Role of Governments’ was held in
Nagpur, Maharashtra.
Conference was organised by the Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances (DARPG) in
collaboration with the Government of Maharashtra and the Maharashtra State Commission for Right to
Public Services.
The ‘Nagpur Resolution- A holistic approach for empowering citizens’ was adopted during the Conference.
On earlier occasions, Shillong Declaration and Jammu Resolution have been adopted for good governance.
Government has started organising these conferences out of Delhi. Such conferences have been organised
in Shillong, Jammu, Chandigarh and other places across the country.

MEET ON ECOCLUB PROGRAMME










In a first, Annual Meet of the State Nodal Agencies implementing the National Green Corps ‘Ecoclub’
programme of the Ministry of the Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC), organized by the
Ministry’s Environment Education Division, in collaboration with the GEER Foundation, Gujarat was held in
Kevadia, Gujarat.
Environment Education Awareness and Training (EEAT) is an established central sector scheme of the
Ministry continuing since 1983-84 and aims to promote environmental awareness and mobilize student’s
participation for environment conservation. Under the scheme, National Green Corps (NGC) ‘Ecoclub’
programme was initiated in 2001-2002 with the objective to impart knowledge to school children through
hands on experience, about their immediate environment, interactions within it and the problems therein.
The programme aims to inculcate proper attitude towards environment and sensitize children on issues
related to environment and development.
Best Ecoclub Award at National level were awarded to the students of the Ecoclub from Chhattisgarh,
Kerala and Telangana who secured First, Second and Third position respectively and Consolation prizes
were awarded to Ecoclubs from Gujarat, Sikkim and Karnataka.
The publication developed by the Environment Education Division for the Ecoclub students were released
namely ‘Glimpses of Ecoclubs’, Handbook on International Environment Conventions and Programmes and
Handbook on Important Days of Environmental significance.
The scheme is continuing to build young cadres of students and trigger their sensitivity towards
environment protection and conservation. It is envisaged that number of Ecoclubs shall be enhanced from
about 1.5 lakh at present to 2 lakh in the ensuing year 2020-21.

20TH CONVOCATION OF NATIONAL BOARD OF EXAMINATIONS





Union Minister of Health & Family Welfare presided over the 20th Convocation of National Board of
Examinations in Delhi.
Minister stated that the numbers of AIIMS have now increased to 21 and work is also progressing on setting
up of 157 Medical Colleges mainly in the aspirational districts of the country to ensure that people here are
provided superior health services.
National Board of Examinations (NBE) is an autonomous organization of Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare, Government of India, set up to conduct high level and uniform standard Post Graduate and PostDoctoral examinations in the field of Modern Medicine and Allied Sciences. NBE awards Diplomate of
National Board qualifications to Doctors who have completed and have qualified the three years DNB
course and Fellowships to Doctors who have completed and have qualified the two years DNB course in
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respective medical specialties. NBE conducts 82 DNB broad specialties, super specialities and fellowship
programs in sub-specilities across the country and conducts examination for it twice in a year.
Dr.Abhijat Seth, President, National Board of Examinations.













Union Minister of Health & Family Welfare inaugurated the second edition of the ‘Eat Right Mela’ at Jawahar
Lal Nehru Stadium in Delhi.
Eat Right Mela of FSSAI is a commendable effort and outreach activity for citizens to nudge them towards
eating right.
The Union Minister launched ‘The PURPLE Book’ a handbook on diets for diseases. The book provides
general guidelines for hospitals on suitable diets for common medical conditions such as diabetes,
hypertension, cancer, gut disorders and so on in a simple format and has been developed and vetted by
experts in the field of food and nutrition.
Minister also launched NetSCoFAN (Network for Scientific Co-operation for Food Safety and Applied
Nutrition), a network of research & academic institutions working in the area of food & nutrition along with
the NetSCoFAN directory, covering detailed information of various heads/Directors and lead scientists of
lead and associated partnering institutions. The NetSCoFAN would comprise of eight groups of institutions
working in different areas viz. biological, chemical, nutrition & labelling, food of animal origin, food of plant
origin, water & beverages, food testing, and safer & sustainable packaging. FSSAI has identified eight Nodal
Institutions who would develop a ‘Ready Reckoner’ that will have inventory of all research work, experts
and institutions and would carry out and facilitate research, survey and related activities.
It would identify research gaps in respective areas and collect, collate and develop database on food safety
issues for risk assessment activities.
At the event, M/s Elan Professional Private Limited (ElanPro) through their CSR program declared to
support Indian Food Sharing Alliance (IFSA) members to ensure the food collected is held at optimum
temperature, which will help to reduce travel and distribution time under the ‘Save Food Share Food’
initiative of FSSAI. Presently, 84 food recovery agencies are associated with IFSA network under FSSAI.
Rita Teaotia, Chairperson FSSAI
Dr Shekhar C. Mande, Director General, CSIR
Pawan Agarwal, CEO, FSSAI

WORKSHOP ON "SHEHRI SAMRIDHI UTSAV 2020"


Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana - National Urban Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NULM) under Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs organised a consultative meeting at New Delhi with all States and UTs to set out the
framework for Shehri Samrddhi Utsav (SSU) 2020. It was also planned to distribute Systematic Progressive
Analytical Real Time Ranking (SPARK) 2018-19 awards to the winning States for their excellent
performances in implementation of DAY-NULM during the FY 2018-19.

"SHEHRI SAMRIDDHI UTSAV 2020"




Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana- National Urban Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NULM) under Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) organised a consultative meeting with the States/UTs and other stakeholders
viz. Flipkart, Sector Skills Councils and State Skill Development Missions (SSDMs) with regard to
celebration of Shehri Samrddhi Utsav (SSU) 2020. The workshop focused on learnings from the first edition
of the SSU 2019 and chalking out the strategy and roadmap for the SSU 2020, scheduled from March 28 to
April 12, 2020.
The planned activities for SSU 2020 include onboarding of SHG products on e-commerce portals, skill
development in plumbing sector, saturation of top 100 cities with Smart ID cards and certificates of vending
to Street Vendors; national competition on implementation of Street Vendors Act and Swachhata Excellence
Awards.
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An MoU was signed between DAY-NULM and Flipkart for on- boarding of high-quality products made by
Self Help Groups (SHGs) on Flipkart portal. The initiative looks to build capacities of the women
entrepreneurs in the skills of branding, digital marketing and financial management in addition to
providing access to a wider customer base to locally made products of SHGs.
Another MoU was signed between DAY-NULM and Indian Plumbing Skills Council to give boost to skill
development in plumbing sector. The initiative seeks to train 30,000 candidates in different job roles of
plumbing sector by March 2020 as part of SSU.
Good performing States in implementation of DAY-NULM in 18-19 were felicitated. These included Andhra
Pradesh- Winner, Kerala – Ist Runner up & Gujarat – 2nd Runner Up. Himachal Pradesh and Arunachal
Pradesh were felicitated as winner and Ist Runner up respectively amongst the Himalayan and North
Eastern States.
Aiming at protection of interests of urban street vendors, a detailed session on Street Vendors’ Act and its
effective implementation was also undertaken.
Shehri Samriddhi Utsav is a platform of making a more significant, out of the ordinary impact in the lives of
the most vulnerable and the poorest of the poor urban natives.
Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana – National Urban Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NULM) is one of the flagship
schemes of Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs that works towards alleviating urban poverty through
strong community institutions, skill training, access to affordable credit for self-employment, support for
street vendors and provision of permanent shelters for the urban homeless.
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India’s largest annual gathering of scientific luminaries from countries across the world, the '107th Indian
Science Congress', was held from at University of Agricultural Sciences (UASB), GKVK Campus, Bangalore,
Karnataka focusing on ‘Science & Technology: Rural Development’.
A two day event ‘Rashtriya Kishore Vaigyanik Sammelana’ was held at UASB, GKVK as part of the 107th
Indian Science Congress on 4th and 5th January 2020. The aim is to provide a unique opportunity for
children to view selected projects and interact with the student delegates and children will also have the
opportunity to listen, interact with eminent scientists and Nobel Laureates.
The women’s science congress aims to provide single platform for women working in different arena of
science and technology to showcase their achievements and experiences.
The former VC’s Science Congress addresses the urgent need in Indian higher education institutions is to
establish quality internalisation pathways through quality culture in academic, administrative and financial
spheres of institutional management. Several eminent Vice Chancellors like Prof. S.P. Thyagarajan, Former
Vice Chancellor, University of Madas, Chennai and Prof N. Prabhudev, VC Bangalore University will be
attending the event.
Vigyan Sancharak Sammelan - 2020 (Science Communicators Meet - 2020): It is an initiative for Science
communicators' for professional growth. This programme focussed on the theme "Science & Technology:
Rural Development ".
Mega Science Exhibition - PRIDE OF INDIA ISC EXPO: It is a unique platform for organizations from
government, private and public sector to showcase their achievements in the field of science and
technology.
Star attractions of outdoor exhibits at DRDO Pavilion included the Long Range Surface-to-Air Missile
(LRSAM), Quick Reaction Surface to Air Missile system (QRSAM), ASTRA Missile, Radars including Battle
Field Surveillance Radar (BFSR), ASLESHA and BHARANI, MINI-UGV Autonomous Surveillance Robot,
Sentry Autonomous Surveillance Robot etc.
Indoor exhibits include models from each technology cluster of DRDO. Some of them are AEW&C, UAV
Rustom-I and Tapas, Nirbhay Missile, Akash Missle System, Prithvi missile, Nag missile, HELINA, Maareech
– Advanced Torpedo Defence System, Bukhari-the heating system, Ready-to-Eat Packaged Foods, Juices etc.
DRDO is the R&D wing of Ministry of Defence, with more than 52 laboratories and establishments mainly
engaged in the development of weapon systems, platforms and equipment for the Armed Forces.
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Union Human Resource Development Minister inaugurated the 28th edition of New Delhi World Book Fair
2020 (NDWBF) at PragatiMaidan in New Delhi.
Theme of the fair was GANDHI: WRITERS’ WRITER.
New Delhi World Book Fair is arguably Asia’s biggest book fair and this fair would soon become the world’s
biggest book fair.
Braille Books: National Book Trust, India in collaboration with the All India Confederation of Blind (AICB)
has jointly published a set of books in Braille for visually impaired readers.
NBT has been playing a significant role in promoting Indian books and authors abroad. NBT regularly
participates in major international book fairs like Sharjah International Book Fair, London Book Fair,
Frankfurt Book Fair, etc.
Recently, India was the Guest of Honour country at Abu Dhabi International Book Fair held in April 2019,
and at Guadalajara International Book Fair, Mexico in November 2019.
India will also be Guest of Honour country at forthcoming Paris Book Fair in March 2020. NBT being the
nodal agency, coordinates the Guest of Honour Country Presentations at International Book Fairs.
Prof. Govind Prasad Sharma, Chairman, NBT.
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2ND NATIONAL GST CONFERENCE
The 2nd National GST Conference of the Commissioners of State Tax and Chief Commissioners of Central
Tax was held in Delhi under the chairmanship of Dr Ajay Bhushan Pandey, Revenue Secretary, Ministry of
Finance.
 This was the 2nd edition of all India Conference where both tax administrations came together formally to
build synergy and to share their knowledge and best practices with intent to bring about uniformity in tax
administrations.
After the day-long in-depth deliberations, the following measures were decided for necessary action:
1. To constitute a Committee of Centre and State officers to examine and implement quick measures in a given
time frame to curb fraudulent refund claims including the inverted tax structure refund claims and evasion
of GST. The Committee will come out with detailed SoP within a week, which may be implemented across
the country by January end.
2. Considering fraudulent IGST refund claims, it was explored to link foreign exchange remittances with IGST
refund for risky and new exporter.
3. All major cases of fake Input Tax Credit, export/import fraud and fraudulent refunds shall also be
compulsorily investigated by investigation wing of the Income Tax Department.
4. MoU would be signed among CBDT, CBIC and GSTN to exchange data through API, from CBDT to GSTN and
CBIC and vice-versa. It was decided that this data should be shared on quarterly basis, instead of being
shared on yearly basis.
5. To explore access to banking transactions including the bank account details by GST system, in consultation
with RBI and NPCI. Suggestions were also received to make GST system aligned with FIU for the purpose of
getting bank account details and transactions and also PAN based banking transaction.
6. To share data of cases involving evasion and fraudulent refund detected by CBIC with CBDT and vice versa,
so that proper profiling of these fraudsters could also be done.
7. It was also suggested to provide a single bank account for foreign remittance receipt and refund
disbursement.
8. A self-assessment declaration to be prescribed by suitable amendments in GSTR Forms in case of closure of
businesses.
9. To undertake verification of unmatched Input Tax Credit availed by taxpayers.
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The Raisina Dialogue is a multilateral conference held annually in New Delhi, India.
Since its inception in 2016, the conference has emerged as India’s flagship conference on geopolitics and
geo-economics. The conference is hosted by the Observer Research Foundation, an independent think tank,
in collaboration with the Ministry of External Affairs of India.
It is designed on the lines of Singapore's Shangri-La Dialogue.
The three-day event this year is addressed the theme ‘21@20: Navigating the Alpha Century’.
The name "Raisina Dialogue" comes from Raisina Hill, an elevation in New Delhi, seat of the Government of
India, as well as the Presidential Palace of India, Rashtrapati Bhavan.

CRUISE SHIP HOST JEWELLERY SHOW




Mumbai Port Trust and the Ministry of Shipping have organised the first-ever jewellery exhibition on board
a cruise vessel to promote cruise tourism in the country among the business and leisure fraternity.
The exhibition was on board Karnika, a cruise vessel owned by Jalesh Cruises.
This was the first-ever jewellery exhibition in the world that is being held on board a cruise.
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Pune hosted the fifth edition of the Asia Pacific Drosophila Research Conference (APDRC5), which was
organised in the country for the first time by the Indian Institute of Science Education and Research (IISER).
This biennial conference, aimed to promote the interaction of Drosophila researchers in the Asia-Pacific
region with their peers in the rest of the world. It brought together scientists from all over the world who
use the fruit fly, Drosophila, as a model organism to address basic and applied questions.
Drosophila is one of the most widely-used and preferred model organisms in biological research across the
world for the last 100 years. Several discoveries in biology have been made using this. Its genome is
entirely sequenced and there is enormous information available about its biochemistry, physiology and
behaviour.

GLOBAL MEET ON MARINE ECOSYSTEM









Eminent marine scientists, oceanographers, fisheries researchers participated in the third international
symposium on marine ecosystems – challenges and opportunities (MECOS-3) in Kochi. The four-day meet
was held at the Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute.
Organised by the Marine Biological Association of India, MECOS-3 served as a platform for discussions on a
range of topics, including the impact of the climate crisis on marine ecosystems and an unusual warming of
the Arabian Sea.
The meet also focussed on the UN’s sustainable development goal-14 (life under water), development of
small-scale fisheries, recent developments in aquaculture, eco-labelling and green fishing technologies.
Marine scientists have called for a complete ban on trawling in the territorial waters within 12 nautical
miles. These areas should be demarcated as exclusive zone for small-scale fishermen. This was considered a
top priority among the recommendations of the third international marine symposium on marine
ecosystems (MECOS 3) held at the Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI) which concluded.
The symposium also demanded that the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 be reformed in a way making it
effective in conservation of marine species. Authoritative science, knowledge and planning are required to
assess the performance of the Act.

2022 WORLD DAIRY SUMMIT


India is working on developing a smart backyard dairying model near Delhi to showcase it to the world at
the World Dairy Summit, which the country will host in 2022.
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The annual flagship Summit of International Dairy Federation (IDF) is a platform for dairy stakeholders,
including farmers, processors, researchers, and marketers, to exchange knowledge and ideas and
experiments on better dairying practices.
The government has involved National Dairy Development Board (NDDB), the apex dairy development
body in the country, besides private players, cooperatives and Indian Dairy Association (IDA) as its
stakeholders.
In 2019, the event was held in Istanbul, Turkey. The next is planned in September-October 2020 at Cape
Town, South Africa. Purto Rico will host in 2021, followed by India in 2022, and China in 2023.

LIBYA SUMMIT IN BERLIN




World powers held a high-stakes summit in Berlin to discuss the way forward to end the conflict in Libya.
Leaders from Turkey, Russia, Egypt, France, Italy, the United Kingdom and the United States attended the
gathering in the German capital, while representatives from the UAE, Algeria, China, Congo, the United
Nations, European Union and African Union were also present.
The participants "commit to unequivocally and fully respect and implement the arms embargo" established
by the UN in 2011 but frequently violated, and "call on all international actors to do the same".
The agreement urges Libyan authorities to further strengthen "transitional justice institutions, including
prosecution initiatives, reparations, truth-seeking and institutional reform, which should be in line with
internationally recognised standards and principles".

© BestCurrentAffairs.com. All Rights Reserved.




[For IAS Prelims 2020]

JANUARY 2020

JANUARY 2020

[BestCurrentAffairs.com]

Page 143

JANUARY 2020

[BestCurrentAffairs.com]

Page 144

AWARDS & HONOURS








Minister for Human Resource Development, conferred National ICT Awards to 43 School Teachers for the
year 2017 for effective and innovative integration of ICT in promoting student’s learning in New Delhi.
The purpose of National ICT Award for School Teachers is to honor those teachers, who, through their
commitment, have not only improved the quality of school education but also enriched the lives of their
students.
The ICT awardee teachers are also been bestowed with a responsibility to function as ICT Ambassadors in
widening the outreach of ICT (Information and Communication Technologies) in Education through their
continuous efforts by mentoring other teachers and also develop entrepreneurial skills among the students
in order to develop a skilled human workforce.
Each awardee teacher will be awarded with a laptop, silver medal, ICT kit and a commendation certificate.
All winners will form a community of resource persons through networking.
List of Awardees:
S.No. Name of the teacher
State
Name of the School
01.
Mr. T. Ojra Narasimha Andhra
Municipal UP School
Reddy
Pradesh
02.
Chakrapal Tiwari
Chhattisgarh
Govt Hr. Sec School
Dharashiv (Rogda)
03.
Keshawa Ram Verma
Chhattisgarh
Pancham Deewan Govt Girls Upper
Primary School
04.
Baldevpari Javerpari Pari
Gujarat
Barwala Madhyamik Shala, Barvala
05.
Rajgor
Rakeshkumar Gujarat
Panchha Anupam Primary School
Jayantilal
06.
Alpesh R. Bhat
Gujarat
Shantaben Dharmasih Desai High School
(Charutar Vidya Mandal)
07.
Raj Kumar Arya
Haryana
Govt Model Sanskriti Senior Secondary
School
08.
Parmod Kumar
Haryana
Directorate of Secondary Education
Shiksha Sadan,
09.
Dr. Ramesh Chand Sharma Himachal
Govt Boys Sr. Sec School, Sundernagar
Pradesh
10.
Mr.Hilal Ahmad Lone
Jammu
& Govt Girls Higher Sec School
Kashmir
11.
Mr.Ayaz Raina
Jammu
& Govt Boys Model Higher Sec School,
Kashmir
Thannamandi
12.
13.
14.
15.

Mahesha. S
Vikranth. K
Mohan K.R
Rasheed Odakkal

Karnataka
Karnataka
Karnataka
Kerala

16.
17.
18.

Madhavan. V
Abdurahman. P
Mohd. Shahid Ansari

19.

Om Prakash Patidar

Kerala
Kerala
Madhya
Pradesh
Madhya
Pradesh
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Government High School, Niduvani
Govt High School, Handli
Government High School, Hiremarali
Govt Vocational Higher Secondary School,
Kondotty
Nirmala High School, Kabanigiri
Govt L.P School, Hosdurg Theruvath
Government High School, Khirsadoh
Government Higher Secondary School,
Berchha Mandi
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21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.

37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.

Ms. Mridu Prakash Saxena
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Madhya
Pradesh
Maharashtra
Maharashtra

Sagar Public School, 9A, Saket Nagar
Bhopal,
Somnath Walke Waman
Zilla Parishad Primary School, Paragaon
Ravindra Bhapkar Shahaji
Zilla Parishad Primary School
Jamkhed Taluka, Ahmednagar
Vikram Sonba Adsul
Maharashtra
Zilla Parishad Primary School,
Karjat Taluja
Barinder Singh
Punjab
Govt. Girls Sr. Secondary School,
Shri Hargobindpur
Amritpal Singh
Punjab
Govt High School, Bagga Kalan
Devkaran Singh
Rajasthan
Govt Adarsh Sr. Sec. School, Budana
Manoj Kumar Pathak
Rajasthan
Govt. Sr.Sec.School, Salumber
G. Selvakumar
Tamil Nadu
Panchayat Union Primary School
Thirupputkuzhi
P. Karunaidoss
Tamil Nadu
Government High School
Naranapuram
V. Lazar Ramesh
Tamil Nadu
O.P.R Government Higher Secondary
School
Omandhur
Mrs. Umarani Chiluka
Telangana
Govt Primary School,
Lalaguda No-02
Mr. D.Nagaraju
Telangana
Govt Upper Primary School, Nawabpet
Pranesh Bhushan Mishra
Uttar Pradesh
Upper Primary School, Patha
Block – Mahroni
Ravi Pratap Singh
Uttar Pradesh
Primary School, Dhaurahra
Ms. Pratima Singh
Uttar Pradesh
Primary School, Dhusah-1
Smt. Sona O.K
Atomic Energy Atomic Energy Central School
Education
No-3, Tarapur
Society
Mrs. Suma Paul
CBSE
Rajagiri Public School
Rajagiri
Mrs. Taruna Mongia
CBSE
Indraprastha International School
Sec-10, Dwarka
Mrs. Krupali Sanghvi
CBSE
Udgam School for Children, Thaltej
Dr. Asad Ahmad
KVS
Kendriya Vidyalaya,
Mungaoli
S.L. Faisal
KVS
Kendriya Vidyalaya, Pattom
Ramachandra
.G. NVS
Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya
Deshpande
Karagudari
Lovkesh Singh Vermani
CISCE
The Punjab Public School
Nabha

AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE IN DEFENCE ESTATES MANAGEMENT




Raksha Mantri gave away Raksha Mantri’s Awards for Excellence 2019 in Delhi Cantonment.
Minister appreciated the Directorate General of Defence Estates. He highlighted that the Cantonment
Councils carried out various important tasks under the "Digital India" programme.
The Defence Estates awards was introduced in 2013 to recognise the achievements in the field of health,
education, cleanliness as well as new innovative and digitisation in Public Services and Land Management.
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Following are the list of awardees:
No.
Category
Award winner
1
Arrangements of centres for Cantonment Board, Kanpur
handicapped children.
2
Improvement in Modus Operandi Primary/Middle School – Pune Cantonment
of Schools of cantonments Boards. Board

3

4
5
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Secondary/Sr. Secondary School – Pune
Cantonment Board
Swachh Chawani – Swasth
1. Cantonment
Board
Delhi
&
Chawani
Cantonment Board, Meerut (Cat –A)
2. Cantonment Board Ahmedabad (CatB)
Achievement in the field of Cantonment Board Delhi
digitisation
Innovative procedures in public Cantonment Board Mhow
services

6

Land & Record Management

7

Improvement
in
General Hospitals.

DEO, Secunderabad Circle

Cantonment Cantonment Board Pune

Raksha Mantri also released a booklet titled, ‘Pratibimb 2019’. In this book a brief description on works and
photographs on the occasion of ‘Clean India Drive’ and ‘150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi’
performed by all cantonments boards during the year is compiled.
Director General Defence Estates: Smt Deepa Bajwa.

DADA SAHEB PHALKE AWARD












The President of India, presented Dada Saheb Phalke Award to Shri Amitabh Bachchan held at Rashtrapati
Bhavan in Delhi. Aamitabh Bachchan was selected for the 66th Dadasaheb Phalke Award in 2018.
The Dadasaheb Phalke Awards is India's highest award in cinema. This award is given annually at the
National Films Awards. The very first recipient of this award was Devika Rani who received it in 1969 on
the occasion of the 17th National Films Awards.
Dadasaheb Phalke is known as the 'Father of Indian Cinema'. He had made India's first full-length feature
film Raja Harishchandra in 1913. Hence to commemorate the Dadasaheb Phalke the government of India
has started the Dadasaheb Phalke Award in 1969.
The recipients are honoured for their "outstanding contribution to the growth and development of Indian
cinema.
The winner of Phalke award is selected by a committee consists of eminent personalities from the Indian
film industry.
The award comprises a Swarna Kamal (Golden Lotus) medallion, a shawl, and a cash prize of Rs. 10 Lakh.
The Phalke Award is India's highest award in cinema. Phalke Award is presented annually at the National
Film Awards ceremony by the Directorate of Film Festivals, an organisation set up by the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting.
Aamitabh bachchan is selected for the 66th Dadasaheb Phalke Award in 2018 while in the 2017 this award
was given to Vinod Khanna.
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Ceremonial Year

Recipient

Film industry

2018 (66th)

Amitabh Bachachan

Hindi

2017 (65th)

Vinod Khanna

Hindi

2016 (64th)

Kasinathuni Viswanath

Telugu

2015 (63rd)

Manoj Kumar

Hindi

2014 (62nd)

Shashi Kapoor

Hindi

2013 (61st)

Gulzar

Hindi

2012 (60th)

Pran

Hindi

2011 (59th)

Soumitra Chatterjee

Bengali

2010 (58th)

K. Balachander

Tamil, Telugu

2009 (57th)

D. Ramanaidu

Telugu

2008 (56th)

V. K. Murthy

Hindi

2007(55th)

Manna Dey

Bengali, Hindi

2006 (54th)

Tapan Sinha

Bengali, Hindi

2005 (53rd)

Shyam Benegal

Hindi

2004 (52nd)

Adoor Gopalakrishnan

Malayalam

2003 (51st)

Mrinal Sen

Bengali

2002 (50th)

Dev Anand

Hindi

2001 (49th)

Yash Chopra

Hindi

2000 (48th)

Asha Bhosle

Hindi, Marathi

1999 (47th)

Hrishikesh Mukherjee

Hindi

1998 (46th)

B. R. Chopra

Hindi

1997 (45th)

Kavi Pradeep

Hindi

1996 (44th)

Sivaji Ganesan

Tamil

1995 (43rd)

Rajkumar

Kannada

1994 (42nd)

Dilip Kumar

Hindi

1993 (41st)

Majrooh Sultanpuri

Hindi

1992 (40th)

Bhupen Hazarika

Assamese

1991 (39th)

Bhalji Pendharkar

Marathi

1990 (38th)

Akkineni Nageswara Rao

Telugu
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Devika Rani was the first recipient of the Dadasaheb Phalke award who was honoured at the 17th National
Film Awards.
List of the recipients of Dadasaheb Phalke Award till 2019
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1989 (37th)

Lata Mangeshkar

Hindi, Marathi

1988 (36th)

Ashok Kumar

Hindi

1987 (35th)

Raj Kapoor

Hindi

1986 (34th)

B. Nagi Reddy

Telugu

1985 (33rd)

V. Shantaram

Hindi, Marathi

1984 (32nd)

Satyajit Ray

Bengali

1983 (31st)

Durga Khote

Hindi, Marathi

1982 (30th)

L. V. Prasad

Hindi, Tamil, Telugu

1981 (29th)

Naushad

Hindi

1980 (28th)

Paidi Jairaj

Hindi, Telugu

1979 (27th)

Sohrab Modi

Hindi

1978 (26th)

Raichand Boral

Bengali, Hindi

1977 (25th)

Nitin Bose

Bengali, Hindi

1976 (24th)

Kanan Devi

Bengali

1975 (23rd)

Dhirendra Nath Ganguly

Bengali

1974 (22nd)

Telugu

1973 (21st)

Bommireddy Narasimha
Reddy
Ruby Myers (Sulochana)

1972 (20th)

Pankaj Mullick

Bengali & Hindi

1971 (19th)

Prithviraj Kapoor

Hindi

1970 (18th)

Birendranath Sircar

Bengali

1969 (17th)

Devika Rani

Hindi

Hindi

14 SCIENTISTS AWARDED SWARNA JAYANTI FELLOWSHIPS FOR 2018-19






Swarna Jayanti Fellowships have been awarded to 14 Scientists associated with projects containing
innovative research idea and with potential of making impact on R&D in the respective disciplines. The
scientists, selected for the award through a rigorous three-tier process, will be allowed to pursue
unfettered research with freedom and flexibility.
The Swarna Jayanti Fellowships scheme was instituted by Government of India to commemorate India's
fiftieth year of independence. Under this scheme, a selected number of young scientists, with proven track
record, are provided special assistance and support to enable them to pursue basic research in frontier
areas of science and technology.
The awardees are supported by Department of Science & Technology, for fellowship and research. This will
cover all the requirements for performing the research and include a fellowship of Rs 25,000/- per month
as well as a research grant of 5 lakh Rupees for 5 years in addition to their salary.
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List of awardees:
Name
Associated with
Dr. Sheetal
CSIR-IGIB (CSIR Council of Scientific and
Gandotra
Industrial Research – Institute of Genomics and
Integrative Biology), Delhi
Dr. Jitender
National Institute of Plant Genome Research
Giri
(NIPGR),New Delhi
Dr. Rakesh
Rajiv Gandhi Centre for Biotechnology (RGCB),
Singh
Thiruvananthapuram,Kerala
Laishram
Dr. Vishal Rai
Indian Institute of Science Education and
Research (IISER), Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh
Dr. Kanishka
Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific
Biswas
Research (JNCASR), Bengaluru,Karnataka
Dr. Gopalan
Indian Institute of Technology Bombay(IITB),
Rajaraman
Mumbai,Maharashtra
Dr. Apoorva
Khare

Indian Institute of Science(IISc),
Bengaluru,Karnataka

Dr. Mahender
Singh
Dr. Subimal
Ghosh

Indian Institute of Science Education and
Research (IISER), Mohali,Punjab
Indian Institute of Technology Bombay (IITB),
Mumbai, Maharashtra

Dr. Smarajit
Karmakar

Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR) –
Hyderabad,Telangana

Dr. Arjun
Bagchi
Dr. Anindya
Das
Dr. Yogesh
Simmhan
Dr. Shweta
Agrawal

Indian Institute of Technology(IIT),
Kanpur,Uttar Pradesh
Indian Institute of Science(IISc),
Bengaluru,Karnataka
Indian Institute of Science(IISc),
Bengaluru,Karnataka
Indian Institute of Technology- Madras(IITM),
Chennai,Tamil Nadu.
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Field
Host-pathogen interactions.

Identifying novel genes
Role of RNA processing in gene
regulation
Organic Chemistry & Chemical
Biology.
Renewable Energy & Clean
Environmental solutions
Surface chemistry,
Computational inorganic
chemistry
Positivity and analysis,
representation theory of Lie
algebras, and discrete
mathematics
Algebra and topology.
Indian Monsoon and
Atmosphere- Land Surface
Interactions and Hydrology
Various scales in Glass Forming
Liquids, Yielding of Amorphous
Solids
Holography and String Theory
Geophysics and Geochemistry
Temporal Graphs,Scalable Data
Management
Cryptography and Information
theory

KRISHI KARMAN AWARDS








Prime Minister distributed Agriculture Minister’s Krishi Karman Awards for Progressive Farmers and
Commendation Awards to the states in Tumkur, Karnataka.
He also released the 3rd installment of PM Kisan (Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi) of Rs 2000 for the
period December 2019 - March 2020. This will benefit approximately 6 crore beneficiaries and distributed
Kisan Credit Cards (KCC) to select farmers of Karnataka.
Prime Minister also handed over Certificates to beneficiaries under PM Kisan from 8 States / UTs. Prime
Minister also handed over the keys of Deep Sea fishing Vessels and Fishing Vessel Transponders to select
farmers of Tamil Nadu.
A total of Rs 12 Thousand Crores has been deposited under the 3rd tranche of the scheme.
PM hoped that the States that haven't implemented the 'PM Kisan Samman Nidhi Yojana', will do it and
political parties will rise over politics to help the farmers in their States.
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Seed hubs have been built to promote pulses production in India, of which more than 30 centers are located
in Karnataka, Andhra, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Telangana itself.
Referring to the Government’s efforts on Fisheries sector, Prime Minister said the government is working at
three levels to strengthen the sector.
 First - Encouraging fisheries in villages through financial assistance to fishermen.
 Second- Modernizing the fishing boats under the Blue Revolution Scheme.
 And third - Constructing modern infrastructure related to fish trade and business.
Fishermen have been linked to the Kisan Credit Card facility. New fishing harbors are being built in large
rivers and in the sea for the convenience of fish farmers. A special fund of Rs 7.50 thousand crore has also
been created for modern infrastructure. Fishermen's boats are being modernized for deep sea fishing and
navigation devices are being installed in boats for the protection of fishermen with the help of ISRO.
PM requested to create a new category in the Krishi Karman Award, for Nutri Cereals, Horticulture and
Organic Agriculture. This will give impetus to people and states doing better work in these areas.
On the occasion, the Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare, Shri Narendra Singh Tomar
informed that a toll-free number for the beneficiaries of PM-Kisan Yojana, 155261 has been started at
which the farmers will be able to know their payment status.
Manipur was selected for the award as the best-performing State in Overall Food-grain Production
Category-III (production less than 1 million tone) for the year 2017-18 . The award carries a trophy, a
citation and an amount of Rs 5 crore.
In addition, two progressive farmers of the State namely, Yengkhom Bish-worjit Singh of Kakching Paji
Leikai, Kakching district and Thingbaijam Johnny Chanu of Lamboikhul Awang Leikai, Imphal East district
also received the Agriculture Minister’s Krishi Karman Award for Progressive Farmers for highest
production in rice and pulses during 2017-18 respectively. The awards consist of Rs 2 lakh and a Prashashti
Patra each.
The Krishi Karman Awards were introduced from 2011 in order to recognize the meritorious efforts of
the States in food grain production. There are three categories of awards for total foodgrain production.
 Category 1 is for the States where total foodgrain production exceeds 10 million tons.
 Category 2 is for the States where total food grain production is less than 10 million tons but more than
1 million tons.
 Category 3 is for the States with total food grains production less than 1 million tons.
During the year 2017-18, the Manipur achieved highest production of rice and pulses to the tune of 2,570
Kg/ha and 960 Kg/ha against the National average of 2,475 Kg/ha and 779 Kg/ha respectively.
Tamil Nadu has once again won the prestigious Krishi Karman Award for good production of oilseeds.
Chhattisgarh received the Krishi Karman award for highest foodgrains production. Agriculture minister
Ravindra Choubey received the award from Prime Minister. Award carries Rs 5 crore as cash prize, a trophy
and a citation.
Gujarat has won the Krishi Karman Award for record production of pulses.
Harinder Kaur of Birbalpur village, Punjab has become the first woman farmer from the area to receive
Krishi Karman Award. She received the award for record production of basmati. She has cultivated over 20
quintals of basmati per acre.

MUPPAVARAPU VENKAIAH NAIDU NATIONAL AWARDS







Eminent Agricultural Scientist Dr M S Swaminathan and well-known social worker, Dr. Gutta Muniratnam
were respectively chosen as the first recipients of ‘Muppavarapu Venkaiah Naidu National Award for
Excellence’ and ‘Muppavarapu National Award for Social Service’’.
The National Award for Excellence was instituted by the Muppavarapu Foundation, while the one for Social
Service was launched by the Swarna Bharat Trust, in Hyderabad.
Prof. M.S. Swaminathan was awarded for his distinguished contributions to the field of agriculture while Dr
G Muniratnam, was awarded for his extraordinary contribution in improving quality of people’s lives
through social service.
Each award carries a cash prize of Rupees Five Lakh and citation.
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Union Minister for Road Transport & Highways gave away the ‘National Highways Excellence Awards’ to
outstanding performers in NH sector in New Delhi.
‘National Highways Excellence Awards’ were instituted in the year 2018. The first cycle of awards in 2018
received wide participation from around the country. Following the success of the first cycle, the Ministry
decided to make the National Highways Excellence Awards an annual feature.
The aim is to recognise companies which are performing exceptionally well in the construction, operations,
maintenance and tolling stages of highway development as well as in the arena of road safety.
The seven award categories are:
1. Excellence in Project Management,
2. Excellence in Operation and Maintenance,
3. Excellence in Toll Management,
4. Excellence in Highway Safety,
5. Innovation,
6. Outstanding Work in Challenging Conditions, and
7. Green Highway.

[For IAS Prelims 2020]

NATIONAL HIGHWAYS EXCELLENCE AWARDS




Economist and Nobel laureate Amartya Sen gave away the Infosys Prize for 2019.
The awards, instituted by the Infosys Science Foundation (ISF), were given to six persons for their
contributions in the fields of Engineering and Computer Science, Humanities, Life Sciences, Mathematical
Sciences, Physical Sciences and Social Sciences. The winners were felicitated with a gold medal, a citation
and a prize purse of $100,000. Following are the winners:
1. Prof. Sunita Sarawagi, Institute Chair Professor, Computer Science and Engineering, Indian Institute of
Technology, Bombay for her research in databases & data mining.
2. Dr. Manu V. Devadevan, Assistant Professor, School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Indian Institute
of Technology, Mandi for his original and wide-ranging work on pre-modern South India.
3. Dr. Manjula Reddy, Chief Scientist, Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB), Hyderabad for her
groundbreaking discoveries concerning the structure of cell walls in bacteria.
4. Prof. Siddhartha Mishra, Professor, Department of Mathematics, ETH Zürich, for his outstanding
contributions to Applied Mathematics.
5. Prof. G. Mugesh, Professor, Department of Inorganic and Physical Chemistry, Indian Institute of Science
(IISc), Bengaluru for his seminal work in the chemical synthesis of small molecules and nanomaterials
for biomedical applications.
6. Prof. Anand Pandian, Professor, Department of Anthropology, Krieger School of Arts & Sciences, Johns
Hopkins University for his imaginative work on ethics, selfhood and the creative process.

JANUARY 2020

[BestCurrentAffairs.com]

Page 151

© BestCurrentAffairs.com. All Rights Reserved.

INFOSYS PRIZE 2019 FOR SIX PERSONS

JANUARY 2020

[BestCurrentAffairs.com]

Page 152

FIRST ANTARRASHTRIYA YOGA DIWAS MEDIA SAMMAN


© BestCurrentAffairs.com. All Rights Reserved.

[For IAS Prelims 2020]



The Minister for Information and Broadcasting, conferred the First Antarrashtriya Yoga Diwas to 30 media
organizations in New Delhi.
The awards were given in three categories. The list of awardees is as follows:

RAJASTHAN BAGS FOUR PRIZES FOR NREGA



Rajasthan has bagged four prizes for its performance under the National Rural Employment Guarantee
Scheme.
The Union Ministry of Rural Development has especially praised the State’s initiative of geotagging the
NREGA works in Kota district.
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The prizes were given to the Zila Parishad officials and panchayat representatives of Kota, Dungarpur,
Bhilwara and Jaisalmer districts.



Thane Municipal Corporation’s DigiThane mobile application (app) has been adjudged the ‘most digitally
advanced city project’ by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA).
Unveiled in January 2018, the app has been downloaded by over 2 lakh people and implemented by Thane
Smart City Limited. It allows Thane residents to report service issues as well as make bill payments and
apply for permits.

AWARD FOR ENERGY CONSERVATION


Coimbatore-headquartered CRI Pumps has bagged the National Energy Conservation Award 2019 in the
pumps category from the Government of India, for the third year in a row.

ANDHRA BANK GETS BEST PERFORMING AWARD FOR RURAL EMPLOYMENT



Andhra Bank has received ‘best performing bank award’ for RSETIs (second rank) for 2018-19.
One of the Rural Self Employment Training Institutes (RSETIs), sponsored by Andhra Bank and situated at
Rajam in Srikakulam district, Andhra Pradesh, also received the Best Performing RSETI award for 2018-19
on the same occasion.
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Union Cabinet has approved to create the post of Chief of Defence Staff in the rank of a four-star General
with salary and perquisites equivalent to a Service Chief.
 The Chief of Defence Staff will also head the Department of Military Affairs (DMA), to be created within
the Ministry of Defence and function as its Secretary.
The following areas will be dealt by the Department of Military Affairs headed by CDS:
 The Armed Forces of the Union, namely, the Army, the Navy and the Air Force.
 Integrated Headquarters of the Ministry of Defence comprising Army Headquarters, Naval Headquarters,
Air Headquarters and Defence Staff Headquarters.
 The Territorial Army.
 Works relating to the Army, the Navy and the Air Force.
 Procurement exclusive to the Services except capital acquisitions, as per prevalent rules and procedures.
Apart from the above, the mandate of the Department of Military Affairs will include the following areas:
 Promoting jointness in procurement, training and staffing for the Services through joint planning and
integration of their requirements.
 Facilitation of restructuring of Military Commands for optimal utilisation of resources by bringing about
jointness in operations, including through establishment of joint/theatre commands.
 Promoting use of indigenous equipment by the Services.
 The Chief of Defence Staff, apart from being the head of the Department of Military Affairs, will also be the
Permanent Chairman of the Chiefs of Staff Committee. He will act as the Principal Military Adviser to
Raksha Mantri on all tri-Services matters. The three Chiefs will continue to advise RM on matters
exclusively concerning their respective Services. CDS will not exercise any military command, including
over the three Service Chiefs, so as to be able to provide impartial advice to the political leadership.
As the Permanent Chairman of Chiefs of Staff Committee, CDS will perform the following functions:
 CDS will administer tri-services organisations. Tri-service agencies/organisations/commands related to
Cyber and Space will be under the command of the CDS.
 CDS will be member of Defence Acquisition Council chaired by Raksha Mantri and Defence Planning
Committee chaired by NSA.
 Function as the Military Adviser to the Nuclear Command Authority.
 Bring about jointness in operation, logistics, transport, training, support services, communications, repairs
and maintenance, etc of the three Services, within three years of the first CDS assuming office.
 Ensure optimal utilisation of infrastructure and rationalise it through jointness among the services.
 Implement Five-Year Defence Capital Acquisition Plan (DCAP), and Two-Year roll-on Annual Acquisition
Plans (AAP), as a follow up of Integrated Capability Development Plan (ICDP).
 Assign inter-Services prioritisation to capital acquisition proposals based on the anticipated budget.
 Bring about reforms in the functioning of three Services aimed at augmenting combat capabilities of the
Armed Forces by reducing wasteful expenditure.
 The government has issued a gazette modifying the Service Rules of the Army, Navy and Air Force to enable
the appointment of the Chief of the Defence Staff (CDS) and fixing the upper age limit at 65.
 The Centre amended the Army Rules 1954, Naval (Discipline and Miscellaneous Provisions) Regulations,
1965, Naval Ceremonial, Conditions of Service and Miscellaneous Regulations, 1963 and Air Force
Regulations, 1964. The service regulations have been amended and not the Acts.
 However, the tenure of the CDS has not been fixed. The service chiefs have a tenure of three years or 62
years of age whichever is earlier and it remains unchanged.


[For IAS Prelims 2020]

CHIEF OF DEFENCE STAFF

JANUARY 2020

[BestCurrentAffairs.com]

Page 155








A Combined Graduation Parade was held at Air Force Academy, Dundigal, which marked the successful
culmination of training for 127 Flight Cadets of Flying and Ground duty branches of the IAF.
The Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal RKS Bhadauria was the Reviewing Officer of the Combined
Graduation Parade, where he conferred the ‘President’s Commission’ on the graduating Flight Cadets who
successfully completed their professional training.
Twenty one women officers joined the growing number of women in the IAF.
Flying Officer Arunabha Chakraborty from the Flying Branch was awarded the ‘Sword of Honour’ and
President’s Plaque for standing First in Overall Merit in the Pilots’ Course. Flying Officer Aayush Pandey and
Flying Officer Purnendu Kumar Singh were awarded President’s Plaque for being first in Overall Merit in
Navigation and Ground Duty branches respectively.
Aerobatic displays by the Suryakiran Aerobatic Team (SKAT) and Sarang, the Helicopter Display Team held
the audience spellbound with their gaze fixed upwards watching a painting being created right in front of
their eyes.

CHIEF OF DEFENCE STAFF




Government has decided to appoint General Bipin Rawat, as the Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) with effect
from December 31, 2019 and until further orders and extension in service of General Bipin Rawat with
December 31, 2019 and till such period he holds the office of CDS.
General Bipin Rawat was commissioned into the Indian Army in December 1978 and is currently serving as
Chief of the Army Staff since January 01, 2017.

INDUCTION OF FLIGHT INSPECTION SYSTEM AIRCRAFT (DORNIER-228)



The Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal RKS Bhadauria formally inducted the Flight Information system
(FIS) Dornier aircraft into No 41 Squadron, the ‘Otters’, at a ceremony at Air Force Station Palam.
The modified Dornier 228 aircraft have been acquired to undertake in-house calibration of Navigational
aids available after implementation of Modernised Airfield Infrastructure (MAFI) at IAF bases. While the
first aircraft was delivered in Nov 19, the second is expected to be delivered in early 2020.

OPERATION SANKALP




In the backdrop of the deteriorating security situation in the Gulf region, post attacks on merchant ships in
the Gulf of Oman in Jun 19, Indian Navy had commenced Maritime Security Operations, code named Op
SANKALP, in the Gulf Region on 19 Jun 19 to ensure safe passage of Indian Flag Vessels transiting through
the Strait of Hormuz.
Indian Navy warships and aircraft were deployed to establish presence, provide a sense of reassurance to
the Indian merchantmen, monitor the ongoing situation and respond to any emergent crises. One war ship
is presently deployed for Operation SANKALP.

MILAN 2020




After successfully hosting the International Fleet Review (IFR) in Feb 2016, the City of Destiny
Visakhapatnam is gearing up to host another International Naval event ‘MILAN’ in March 2020.
MILAN 2020 is a multilateral naval exercise aimed to enhance professional interaction between friendly
foreign navies.
The Exercise with the theme ‘Synergy Across the Seas’ would provide an excellent opportunity for
Operational Commanders of friendly foreign navies to interact with each other in areas of mutual interest.
Of the 41 navies invited, confirmations from over 30 navies have been received towards their
participation in MILAN 2020.
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Indian Navy in collaboration with M/s IOCL carried out an extensive and thorough study and a comparative
evaluation of existing international regulations (ISO, MARPOL, NATO etc). As an outcome, a revised
technical specification was arrived at consisting of 22 test parameters including critical parameters cetane
number, flash point, sulphur content, sediment content, oxidation stability and Cold Filter Plugging Point
(CFPP). The new specification will not only ensure a better quality fuel but also result in a reduced carbon
footprint.
M/s IOCL, post upgradation of the refinery units, initiated limited supply of the product to Indian Navy
platforms following which rigorous machinery performance checks and acceptance trials were carried out.
Distinct improvements in fuel quality were observed. Given the positive results, the new fuel was therefore
decided for pan Navy implementation.
On 13 January 2020, the launch of the new fuel (High Flash High Speed Diesel) HFHSD – IN 512, with
revised technical specifications was undertaken.
With this, the country will be able to ensure interoperability amongst foreign navies during fleet exercises
and provide fuel of quality better than that mandated to all foreign navies under bilateral/ multi-national
logistics support pacts including LEMOA (Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement).
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Raksha Mantri flagged off 51st K9 VAJRA-T Gun from Larsen & Toubro (L&T) Armoured System Complex at
Hazira in Gujarat.
L&T Defence is currently executing the ‘K9 VAJRA-T’ Tracked, Self-Propelled Howitzer Guns program - the
contract awarded to the company by Ministry of Defence through global competitive bidding.
L&T Group Chairman: AM Naik.

DEFEXPO 2020 MOBILE APP



Raksha Mantri launched the mobile app of the forthcoming DefExpo 2020. The main features of the app are
‘inform, engage and feedback’.
The app has been developed by Department of Defence Production, Ministry of Defence (MoD) with the aim
to engage with the visitors as well as exhibitors. Business-to-Business Exhibitor Connect; Exhibitor Chat;
Ticket booking; accommodation in Tented City; Push notifications and social media are some of its salient
features.Feedback mechanism in the app is another essential feature to further improve operations during
the event.

OFFICERS TRAINING ACADEMY IN GAYA TO SHUT DOWN








The Officers Training Academy (OTA) in Gaya is being shut down as it is not used to its full potential and the
Sikh Light Infantry Regimental Centre, which is strapped for space at Fatehpur in Uttar Pradesh, will shift
there.
The OTAs in Chennai and Gaya are under-utilised now because the intake has increased through other
schemes like the Technical Entry Scheme (TES).
The OTA, Gaya, was set up in 2011. The officer cadets there will be trained at the Indian Military Academy,
Dehradun. Earlier, the Centre was supposed to build a new regimental Centre for the Sikh Light Infantry.
Presently, the Rajput and Sikh Light Infantry Regimental Centres are located at Fatehpur, and are pressed
for space. To address the problem, the Army has acquired 150 acres at Sitapur for a new Sikh Light
Regimental Centre.
Regimental Centres require a large parade ground for training and other facilities, which are readily
available in Gaya. Once the Sikh Light Infantry Regimental Centre moves to Gaya, the Rajput regiment can
take over the space at Fatehpur.
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In 2014, Maj. Anoop Mishra was hit by a bullet while serving in Kashmir valley. Luckily, the bullet hit his
armour plate but he went through deep trauma following which he decided to work on developing an
armour that can withstand hits from all kinds of ammunition.
He was felicitated by Army chief Gen. Bipin Rawat with the Army Design Bureau (ADB) excellence award
for indigenously developing Sarvatra bulletproof jacket that can provide protection against various
ammunition including that of sniper rifles.
The project was sanctioned in June 2017 and initially the design and development of a Level IIIA soft body
armour suit was sanctioned and was subsequently revised to include a Level IV hard armour panel inserts,
an officer explained. The suit was named Sarvatra Kawach, it provides protection from neck to ankle and
upper arms.
The Defence Research and Development Organisation also put up a few technologies under development
one of which was a Laser Ordnance Disposal System (LORDS) which uses high-energy laser beams to
destroy far away ordnance.

QUICK REACTION SURFACE TO AIR MISSILE




DRDO successfully conducted twin tests of the Quick Reaction Surface to Air Missile (QRSAM) from the
Integrated Test Range in Chandipur off the Odisha coast.
The QRSAM system, which operates on the move, comprises fully automated command and control system,
active array battery surveillance radar, active array battery multifunction radar and launcher.
Both radars are four-walled having 360-degree coverage with search on move and track on move capability
and the system was compact with minimum number of vehicles for a firing unit. Single stage solid propelled
missile has mid-course inertial navigation system with two-way data link and terminal active seeker
developed indigenously by DRDO.

MHA ORDERS WITHDRAWAL OF 7,000 TROOPS FROM J&K





The Ministry of Home Affairs has ordered the withdrawal of more than 7,000 men of the Central Armed
Police Force (CAPF) from Jammu and Kashmir.
Around 43,000 CAPF men were deployed in Jammu and Kashmir in the run-up to August 5, when the Rajya
Sabha passed two Bills to revoke the special status of the erstwhile State and bifurcate it into two Union
Territories.
Jammu and Kashmir had been placed under severe restrictions since August 5.

PINAKA MISSILE SYSTEM SUCCESSFULLY FLIGHT-TESTED



India successfully conducted test firing of the indigenously developed Pinaka missile system for the second
consecutive day from the Integrated Test Range at Chandipur off the Odisha coast.
Both the missiles were fired to engage a target located at 20-kilometre range and high accuracy was
achieved.

AK-203 ASSAULT RIFLES




The Army is likely to sign a MoU for the procurement of over 7.5 lakh AK-203 assault rifles, which are to be
manufactured locally by an India-Russia joint venture (JV). About 1 lakh rifles will come directly from
Russia and the remaining will be manufactured by the JV in India.
The rifles will be manufactured by the Indo-Russian Rifles Private Limited (IRRPL) at Korwa in Uttar
Pradesh. The facility is being set up between the Ordnance Factories Board (OFB) from the Indian side, and
Rosoboron Exports and Kalashnikov on the Russian side. The OFB owns 50.5% equity and Russian side
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holds the remaining 49.5%. The JV was formed following the Inter-governmental Agreement between India
and Russia in February 2019.
In addition to the AK-203, the Army recently began inducting the first batch of 10,000 SIG-716 assault rifles.
Troops engaged in counter insurgency operations in the Army’s Northern Command have started receiving
these rifles. The rifles are being procured under a contract signed in February 2019 with Sig Sauer of the
U.S. for 72,400 SIG-716 assault rifles worth over ₹700 crore.
The initial idea was to equip the entire Army with the SIG-716. Given the huge cost, it was decided that the
rifles would be provided to frontline troops, while the remaining forces can be equipped with AK-203 rifles.
The Army has been looking to replace the indigenous INSAS (Indian National Small Arms System) rifles in
use with a modern rifle. Of the 72,400 rifles, 66,400 are for the Army, 2,000 for the Navy and 4,000 for the
Air Force.

CHINA MILITARY DRILL IN TIBET










The Chinese army has begun major military exercises in the high-altitude Tibet bordering India, deploying
latest weapons including the Type 15 light battle tank and the new 155-MM vehicle-mounted howitzer.
The People’s Liberation Army (PLA) Tibet Military Command started its New Year exercises in which it has
deployed helicopters, armoured vehicles, heavy artillery and anti-aircraft missiles across the region from
Lhasa, capital of Tibet, to the border defence front lines with elevations of more than 4,000 metres.
India-China Line of Actual Control (LAC) covers 3,488 km, including the border along Arunachal Pradesh
and Sikkim. China claims Arunachal Pradesh as part of South Tibet.
Both the tank and howitzer, which were revealed to the public on the National Day military parade on
October 1 last year, are specifically designed with advantages for plateau regions and can play important
roles in safeguarding border areas.
Their deployment in the Tibet Military Command will enhance PLA combat capability in the plateau
regions.
The Type 15 tank is the world’s only modern lightweight tank in service and it is equipped with a 105millimeter gun and advanced sensors that can devastate enemy light armoured vehicles in regions.
The six-wheeled, 155-millimeter vehicle-mounted howitzer is of high calibre, reacts fast and can be easily
deployed.

‘GOCO MODEL’ TO IMPROVE EFFICIENCY








The Army has initiated the process of identifying potential industry partners to implement the Government
Owned Contractor Operated (GOCO) model for its base workshops and ordnance depots intended to
improve operational efficiency.
A Request For Information (RFI) was issued to shortlist service providers with experience in “warehousing,
logistics and supply chain management” for Central Ordnance Depot (COD), Kanpur.
Separately, the Army’s Master General of Ordnance (MGO) began evaluating the GOCO model for Army Base
Workshops (ABWs) to drive “higher operational efficiencies” and PricewaterhouseCoopers Pvt. Ltd. (PwC)
hired as a consultant to run this engagement is scheduled to hold conferences and consultations with the
industry.
The eight ABWs identified are located in Delhi, Jabalpur (Madhya Pradesh), Kankinara (West Bengal),
Allahabad, Agra and Meerut (Uttar Pradesh), Kirkee near Pune and Bengaluru.
The GOCO model was one of the recommendations of the Lt. Gen. DB Shekatkar (Retd.) committee to
“enhance combat capability and re-balancing defence expenditure.”

ISRAEL: LASER AIR DEFENCE SYSTEM


The Israeli Defence Ministry has hailed a “breakthrough” in the development of cheaper laser-based air
defences.
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The lasers, still under development, would be capable of intercepting “everything” ﬁred at Israel, including
long and medium range missiles, rockets, mortar rounds and drones.
The new technology, which Israel hopes to test later this year, uses electricity to power the lasers, doing
away with the need for stocks of munitions.
The lasers would be used to “complement” existing air defences such as the shortrange Iron Dome system,
David’s Sling, which targets medium-range threats, and the Arrow, Israel’s highestaltitude missile
interception system.
The lasers could also be fitted onto a drone to tackle threats above cloud level.
The regular air defence systems — Patriot, Hawk or anti-aircraft guns — are inefficient, the threat is too
immediate. That's where the laser system has an advantage.

LCA NAVY VARIANT








The naval variant of the indigenous Light Combat Aircraft (LCA)-Mk1 successfully completed the first
arrested landing on the aircraft carrier INS Vikramaditya.
After completing extensive trials on the shore-based test facility (SBTF), the naval version of the LCA did a
successful arrested landing on the INS Vikramaditya.
The naval LCA-Mk1 made its maiden flight in April 2012. Two prototypes have been flying as part of the
development. The SBTF in Goa, which replicates the flight deck of an aircraft carrier, was specifically built
to train naval pilots in the complex manoeuvres of landing on the short flight deck of an aircraft carrier.
The naval LCA is fitted with stronger landing gears to absorb forces exerted by the ski-jump ramp during
take-off, as it has to be airborne from 200m, and land within 100m, against the 1,000m required for normal
fighter jets.
The Navy operates the MiG-29K fighter jets from the INS Vikramaditya. These Russian jets will also fly from
the first indigenous aircraft carrier Vikrant once it enters service.

TWO COAST GUARD SHIPS COMMISSIONED AT KOLKATA







Two Indian Coast Guard Ships (ICGS) — Annie Besant and Amrit Kaur — were commissioned by Defence
Secretary Ajay Kumar at Kolkata.
ICGS Annie Besant was named in honour of Annie Besant, philanthropist, theosophist, prolific author and
supporter of the Indian freedom struggle. The ship will be based at Chennai under the operational and
administrative control of the Commander, Coast Guard Region (East).
ICGS Amrit Kaur derives the name from Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, who belonged to the ruling family of
Kapurthala, Punjab. She took active part in the ‘Salt Satyagraha’ and ‘Quit India Movement’, and served
Independent India as its first Health Minister. She worked towards uplift of the less privileged, the progress
of women, and was a founder-member of All India Women’s Conference and founder-President of Indian
Council for Child Welfare. The ship will be based at Haldia under the operational and administrative control
of the Commander, Coast Guard Region (North East).
Both ships are 48.9 metres long and 7.5 metres wide, with a displacement of 308 tonnes. The ships are
capable of achieving a maximum speed of 34 knots, powered with MTU 4000 series engines and propelled
by three 71S type III Kamewa water jets by Rolls Royce. The ships are also capable of undertaking multifaceted tasks such as surveillance, interdiction, search and rescue, and medical evacuation.

SUBMARINE-LAUNCHED BALLISTIC MISSILE (K4) TESTED




K-4 is a nuclear capable Intermediate-range submarine-launched ballistic missile developed by the Defence
Research and Development Organisation of India to arm the Arihant-class submarines. The missile has a
maximum range of about 3500 km.
India successfully test-fired K-4 recently. The test was carried out by the Defence Research and
Development Organsiation (DRDO) from a submerged pontoon off the Visakhapatnam coast around noon. A
pontoon simulates the situation of a launch from a submarine.
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Our Circular Error Probability (CEP) is much more sophisticated than Chinese missiles, the source said. The
CEP determines the accuracy of a missile. The lower the CEP, the more accurate the missile is.
Once inducted, these missiles will be the mainstay of the Arihant class of indigenous ballistic missile nuclear
submarines (SSBN) and will give India the stand off capability to launch nuclear weapons submerged in
Indian waters. INS Arihant, the first and only operational SSBN, is armed with K-15 Sagarika missiles with a
range of 750 km.
This means the submarine has to venture far way from the Indian waters and move closer to the
adversary’s coast to launch the missile. The K-4 will do away with that need.
In November 2019, India formally declared its nuclear triad stated in its nuclear doctrine operational after
INS Arihant completed its first deterrence patrol which means Arihant has begun prowling the deep seas
carrying ballistic missiles equipped with nuclear warheads.
It was quietly commissioned into service in August 2016 and its induction was not officially acknowledged.
It has a displacement of 6,000 tonnes and is powered by an 83 MW pressurised light-water reactor with
enriched uranium.
Given India’s position of ‘No-First-Use’ (NFU) in launching nuclear weapons, the SSBN is the most
dependable platform for a second-strike. Because they are powered by nuclear reactors, these submarines
can stay underwater indefinitely without the adversary detecting it. The other two platforms — land based
and air launched are far easier to detect.
The Advanced Technology Project (ATV) began in the 1980s and the first of them, Arihant, was launched in
2009 by then Prime Minister Manmohan Singh. Since then it underwent extensive sea trials and the reactor
on board went critical in 2013.
In 1998, India conducted nuclear tests under Phokran-II and in 2003, declared its nuclear doctrine based on
credible minimum deterrence and an NFU policy while reserving the right of massive retaliation if struck
with nuclear weapons first.

RAISING OF RETIREMENT AGE OF ARMY






A study is currently under way to identify various disciplines where the retirement age can be enhanced.
The Army’s attempt to increase the retirement age of jawans in specialised disciplines progressively to
between 55-58 years is likely to benefit 30-40% of the force, or about four lakh personnel, who would get
to continue in the service longer.
A study is currently under way to identify various disciplines where the retirement age can be enhanced.
Army is considering a proposal to increase the service requirement for eligibility for retirement for jawans
and Lance Naiks across the board, from the current 15 years — initially by two years and going up
progressively to 20 years — in a phased manner.

CHINA, RUSSIA AND IRAN TO HOLD NAVAL DRILLS



Iran, China and Russia began joint naval drills in the Indian Ocean and Gulf of Oman.
The Gulf of Oman is a particularly sensitive waterway as it connects to the Strait of Hormuz, through which
about a fifth of the world's oil passes and which in turn connects to the Gulf.

NAVY PLANS 24 SUBMARINES TO STRENGTHEN FLEET




To strengthen its underwater fleet, the Navy plans to build 24 submarines, including six nuclear attack
submarines.
Medium Refit Life Certification (MRLC) of submarine Sindhuraj was held up since the Russian side had not
been able to submit bank guarantees and the integrity pact due to sanctions imposed by the U.S.
A majority of the conventional submarines are over 25 years old. Thirteen submarines age between 17 and
32 years.
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Due to the delay in the submarine construction projects, including the Six Project 75 submarines at
Mazagaon Docks, Mumbai, the Defence Ministry has approved Medium Refit cum Life Certification or MRLC
of six older submarines.
The U.S. has imposed sanctions on Moscow citing several reasons ranging from annexation of the Crimea
region of Ukraine to Russia with the recent one being the Countering America’s Adversaries Through
Sanctions Act. The Russian side indicated L&T as their preferred partner for undertaking MRLC of the third
Submarine Sindhuratna in India.

RUSSIAN ADVANCED SU-57 FIGHTER JET





One of Russia’s Sukhoi Su-57 stealth fighter jets crashed in the Far East during a test flight. Russia’s United
Aircraft Corporation (UAC), which owns the factory which makes the plane, said the incident took place in
the Khabarovsk Region and that the pilot ejected safely.
Russia has previously tested the Su-57 in Syria.
A prototype of the plane, conceived as a rival for the U.S. F-22 Raptor, first took to the skies in January 2010.
The Su-57 made its first appearance at Russia’s annual Red Square parade in May last year.

TABLEAUS IN R-DAY PARADE






The Union government’s decision to reject Maharashtra’s tableau for the Republic Day parade, along with
that of some other States including West Bengal, has set off a political controversy. The theme for the
Maharashtra’s tableau was to the 175 years of Marathi theatre.
Government said that the selection tableaux is on rotation basis. Every year 32 states file applications from
which 16 states are chosen. With addition of eight tableaux from departments of central government, a total
of 24 tableaux are permitted every year.
Maharashtra’s tableau has been rejected earlier in 1972, 1987, 1989, 1996, 2000, 2005, 2008, 2013 and
2016.

INDIAN NAVY ADOPTS NEW FUEL





The Indian Navy in collaboration with Indian Oil Corporation Limited (IOCL) has adopted a new fuel with
higher technical specifications - High Flash High Speed Diesel (HFHSD – IN 512)- which was formally
launched.
The new specification will not only ensure a better quality fuel but also result in a reduced carbon footprint.
The change is an outcome of an extensive study and a comparative evaluation of existing international
regulations based on which a revised technical specification was arrived at consisting of 22 test parameters,
including critical parameters cetane number, flash point, sulphur content, sediment content, oxidation
stability and Cold Filter Plugging Point (CFPP).

'SUPER WEAPONS' IN ARMS CONTROL TREATY







Russia said that it is prepared to include the heavy Sarmat missile and the Avangard hypersonic missile in a
new START strategic arms reduction treaty, should it be extended. Russia is also ready to demonstrate the
Sarmat missile to USA.
The RS-28 Sarmat named after the Sarmatians (SS-X-29) or (SS-X-30) is a Russian liquid-fueled, MIRVequipped, heavy thermonuclear intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM), under development by the
Makeyev Rocket Design Bureau since 2009.
It is intended to replace the R-36M ICBM (SS-18 'Satan') in Russia's arsenal.
The Sarmat is one of the six new Russian strategic weapons unveiled by Russian President Vladimir Putin
on 1 March 2018.
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Ukraine will purchase a second consignment of U.S. Javelin anti-tank missiles and launch units.
The United States has been one of Ukraine’s strongest supporters since Moscow’s annexation of Crimea in
2014 and the outbreak of fighting in Ukraine’s eastern Donbass region that has killed more than 13,000
people.

RUSSIA DEPLOYED FIRST HYPERSONIC NUCLEAR-CAPABLE MISSILES













Russia deployed its first regiment of hypersonic nuclear-capable missiles.
The new system, called Avangard, comprises a hypersonic glide vehicle designed to sit atop an
intercontinental ballistic missile.
The Avangard (Vanguard), previously known as Objekt 4202, Yu-71 and Yu-74, is a Russian hypersonic
glide vehicle (HGV), that can be carried as a MIRV payload by the UR-100UTTKh, R-36M2 and RS-28 Sarmat
heavy ICBMs. It can deliver both nuclear and conventional payloads.
Russia’s new generation of nuclear weapons can hit almost any point in the world and evade a U.S.-built
missile shield.
The United States has been developing hypersonic weapons since the early 2000s.
U.S. experts had examined an Avangard under inspection rules of the 2010 New START treaty.
Avangard system could penetrate both existing and any future missile defence systems. Not a single
country possesses hypersonic weapons, let alone continental-range hypersonic weapons.
Hypersonic glide vehicles are boosted on a rocket to altitudes of between 40 km (25 miles) and 100 km (62
miles) before detaching to glide along the upper atmosphere towards their target.
Control surfaces on glide vehicles mean they can steer an unpredictable course and manoeuvre sharply as
they approach impact. They also follow a much flatter and lower trajectory than the high, arching path of a
ballistic missile.
That makes them much harder to detect early with radar, giving missile defences less time to respond.

SIXTH PROTOTYPE OF CHINA'S C919 JET



The sixth prototype of China’s home-built C919 narrowbody passenger plane completed its first test flight.
The sixth prototype is the last test plane its manufacturer, the Commercial Aircraft Corp of China Ltd
(COMAC), has planned for the programme and was scheduled to fly before the year-end. Currently, there
are five test planes that are conducting test flights elsewhere in the country.

RUSSIA'S HYPERSONIC MISSILE TEST





Russian President Vladimir Putin oversaw military exercises from a naval vessel in the Black Sea near
Crimea, including the test launch of a hypersonic air-launched Kinzhal missile.
A pair of MiG-31K interceptor jets test fired the Kinzhal (Dagger) missile at a target on a military test site,
the Kremlin said. The exercise involved several navy vessels.
Kinzhal can hit targets up to 2,000 km (1,250 miles) distant with nuclear or conventional warheads and
that the missiles have already been deployed in Russia’s southern military district.
Russia annexed Crimea from Ukraine in 2014 and has since built up military infrastructure on the
peninsula.
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Union Minister for Home Affairs presided over the signing of an agreement between Government of India,
Governments of Tripura and Mizoram and Bru-Reang representatives in New Delhi to end the 23-year old
Bru-Reang refugee crisis.
Present on the occasion were Chief Minister of Mizoram, Zoramthanga, CM of Tripura, Biplab Kumar Deb,
Chairman, NEDA, Himanta Biswa Sarma, Chairman, TIPRA, Pradyot Kishore Debbarma, representatives of
Bru tribes.
Home Minister said that a permanent solution has been arrived to this long standing issue of rehabilitating
thousands of Bru-Reang people in Tripura and they can now look towards a bright future.
Under the new agreement, around 34,000 Bru refugees will be settled in Tripura and would be given aid
from the Centre to help with their rehabilitation and all round development, through a package of around
Rs 600 crores. These people would get all the rights that normal residents of the States get and they would
now be able to enjoy the benefits of social welfare schemes of Centre and State governments.
The settlement has been reached after detailed discussions held by Union government with the State
governments of Mizoram and Tripura and the representatives of Bru tribes and it was decided that the Bru
refugees.
The Home Minister informed that under the new arrangement, each of the displaced families would be
given 40x30 sq.ft. residential plots, in addition to the aid under earlier agreement of a fixed deposit of Rs. 4
lakhs, Rs. 5,000 cash aid per month for 2 years, free ration for 2 years and Rs. 1.5 lakhs aid to build their
house. The government of Tripura would provide the land under this agreement.
He talked about the recent surrender of 88 armed insurgents of the NLFT(SD) group and assimilating them
into the mainstream. This major step, along with the Bru-Reang agreement, is important milestones in
bringing fast paced development to the State of Tripura.
Background: In 1997, following ethnic tension, around 5,000 families comprising around 30,000 BruReang tribals were forced to flee Mizoram and seek shelter in Tripura. These people were housed in
temporary camps at Kanchanpur, in North Tripura.
Since 2010, Government of India has been making sustained efforts to permanently rehabilitate these
refugees. The Union government has been assisting the two State governments for taking the care of the
refugees. Till 2014, 1622 Bru-Reang families returned to Mizoram in different batches.
On 3rd July, 2018, an agreement was signed between the Union government, the two State governments
and representatives of Bru-Reang refugees, as a result of which the aid given to these families was
increased substantially. Subsequently, 328 families comprising of 1369 individuals returned to Mizoram
under the agreement. There had been a sustained demand of most Bru-Reang families that they may be
allowed to settle down in Tripura, considering their apprehensions about their security.

WORLD BANK LOAN FOR ASSAM WATER TRANSPORT PROJECT




The Government of India, the Government of Assam and the World Bank signed a loan agreement of $88
million today to help modernize Assam’s passenger ferry sector that runs on its rivers including the mighty
Brahmaputra.
A majority of Assam’s more than 361 ferry routes cross the Brahmaputra or serve its islands, providing a
crucial means of transport to thousands of commuters in both the urban and rural areas of the
Brahmaputra Valley. The Assam Inland Water Transport Project (AIWTP) will help Assam improve the
passenger ferry infrastructure and its services and strengthen the capacity of the institutions running the
inland water transport. Technically better designed terminals and energy-efficient vessels (both new and
retrofitted) will make the ferry services more sustainable with least disruption to nature.
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Loan of $88 million from the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) has a final
maturity of 14.5 years including a grace period of five years.









In a historic initiative taken by Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC), a first Silk Processing Plant
was inaugurated at Surendranagar in Gujarat which would help cut down the cost of production of silk yarn
drastically and increase the sale and availability of raw material for Gujarati Patola Sarees locally. The plant
has been set up by a khadi institution at a cost of Rs 75 lack in which KVIC has contributeed Rs 60 lakh. The
unit has employed 90 local women, 70 of which belong to the Muslim community.
Patola, the trademark Saree of Gujarat, is considered to be very costly and worn only by the Royals or the
Aristocrat. Reason being the raw material silk yarn is purchased from Karnataka or West Bengal, where silk
processing units are situated, thus increasing the cost of the fabric manifolds.
Chairman, KVIC Shri V. K. Saxena said that cocoons will be brought from Karnataka and West Bengal and
Silk yarn will be processed in house, thus reducing the cost of production and giving a major boost to the
sale of famous Gujarati Patola Sarees.
Surendranagar district is a backward district in Gujarat where KVIC has invested Rs. 60 Lakhs to build the
Silk Processing Plant, in order to generate livelihood and boost sales of Patola Sarees by making silk more
ready available at a low cost, for the Patola Saree manufacturers in the nearby area.
Traditionally, every region in India has had its own unique weave for the Silk Saree. It is quite notable that
Patola Silk Saree is amongst the top five silk weaves which are desired in every Indian Saree Lover's
wardrobe.

ANDHRA PRADESH TO ABOLISH COUNCIL


The State government is contemplating abolishing the Legislative Council. The Council was abolished once
in undivided Andhra Pradesh and it came into existence again during Y. S. Rajasekhara Reddy’s tenure in
2007.

DELHI CABINET PASSES ELECTRIC VEHICLE POLICY











The Delhi Cabinet passed an Electric Vehicle Policy to help reduce air pollution.
Under the policy, the government aims to make electric vehicles 25% of all new vehicles registered in the
city by 2024.
Also, the government will develop public charging infrastructure, instal charging stations every three km
and give subsidies to people buying electric vehicles, among others.
Vehicles amount to 40% of PM2.5 air pollution levels and 80% of carbon monoxide in the air. Over their
lifetime, these electric vehicles are estimated to save approximately ₹6,000 crore worth of oil and liquid
natural gas consumption. They will also avoid emissions of 4.8 million tonnes of CO2 [carbon dioxide]
emissions, which is equivalent to avoiding CO2 emissions from nearly one lakh petrol cars over their
lifetime. They will also help avoid about 159 tonnes of PM 2.5 emissions.
Under the EV Policy, the government will provide a subsidy of ₹5,000 per kWh of battery capacity on the
purchase of two-wheelers. Scrapping incentive up to ₹5000 will be offered for scrapping of a non-electric
two-wheeler vehicle and switching to an electric vehicle.
The government will provide a 100% subsidy for the purchase of charging equipment up to ₹6,000 per
charging point for the first 30,000 charging points at homes/workplaces. The subsidy is to be routed
through DISCOMS who will be in-charge of charger installations.
Also, a special provision has been made for cab aggregators, under which they will be allowed to operate
electric two-wheeler taxis.
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Haryana government has introduced a “Run Through Files” mechanism, which would be personally
monitored by Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar.
A file shall be marked as Run Through Files only by the Chief Minister in the CFMS.
Every file marked as RTF has to be cleared on priority greater than that is currently being accorded to the
files marked top priority.
At whichever level any contribution other than mere signing on the file is made, the same will also be
uploaded on CFMS portal. A system generated SMS and email will automatically be sent on each downward
or upward movement of the file.

MAHARASHTRA ‘SHIV BHOJAN SCHEME’





The State Cabinet cleared the proposal to set up a centre at every district headquarters to provide citizens
meals at Rs. 10, as promised in the common minimum programme of the Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA).
The Shiv Bhojan scheme will run on an experimental basis for three months, and each centre will have the
daily capacity to provide 500 meals. The government will subsidise each meal by Rs. 25 in rural areas and
Rs. 40 in urban areas. Which means the actual cost of the full meal will be Rs. 35 and Rs. 50 respectively.
The grant for the scheme for three months is expected to cost the treasury Rs. 6.48 crore.
Each meal will contain two chapatis and one portion of sabzi, rice and dal. The Shiv Bhojan will be available
from noon to 2 p.m. every day at these centres.

BHIMA-KOREGAON OBELISK NATIONAL MEMORIAL (MAHARASHTRA)












People have urged the union government to declare the ranstambh (victory pillar) commemorating the
1818 battle of Bhima-Koregaon a national memorial.
PMO recently issued directions to the defence and cultural affairs ministries and the Archaeological Survey
of India (ASI) to look into the request.
The Battle of Koregaon (also called the Battle of Koregaon Bhima, after the river Bhima that flows close to
it) was fought on 1 January 1818 between the British East India Company and the Peshwa faction of the
Maratha Confederacy, at Koregaon Bhima.
People also requested the ASI to set up a live tableau depicting the battle of Bhima-Koregaon, which holds
significance for the Ambedkarite community across the country. He said an estimated 25 lakh people are
expected to visit the obelisk on the 202nd anniversary of the battle on January 1, 2020.
Each year, members of Ambedkarite outfits, politicians, pilgrims, soldiers and Dalits congregate near the
60-foot ranstambh dedicated to the fallen soldiers of the battle at Perne village.
The Pune Rural Police have already issued prohibitory orders under Sections 144, 107,110 and more of the
Criminal Procedure Code against some leaders directing them not to enter Bhima-Koregaon and adjacent
villages ahead of the anniversary celebrations.
The victory memorial is dedicated to the battle of January 1, 1818, in which 500 soldiers of the Mahar
community fought alongside the English to defeat the numerically superior army of Peshwa Bajirao II.
However, it was Babasaheb Ambedkar’s visit to the site on January 1, 1927, that revitalised the memory of
the battle for the Dalit community by leading to its commemoration in the form of a victory pillar.

MASSIVE LOCUST INVASION IN GUJARAT




Sharing borders with neighbouring Pakistan, Gujarat is under attack from hoppers — new-born locusts —
that have flown in across the international border. As the swarms mature, they have ravaged farms in north
Gujarat, devastating farms in the three border districts — Banaskantha, Patan and Kutch.
The locusts, known as tiddis locally, have wreaked havoc on standing crops including castor, cumin,
jatropha and cotton, and fodder grass in around 20 talukas.

JANUARY 2020

[BestCurrentAffairs.com]

Page 165

© BestCurrentAffairs.com. All Rights Reserved.



[For IAS Prelims 2020]

HARYANA TO CLEAR FILES QUICKLY











Page 166

Gujarat has not witnessed such an invasion of locusts since 1993-94. According to local experts, the State
administration has been caught napping despite an alert from the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation
(FAO) of a massive locust attack in South Asia, covering Pakistan and India.
Also, the Locust Warning Organization (LWO) in Jodhpur had noticed the swarms and predicted their
trajectory across the international border.
Among the border districts, Banaskantha is the worst affected. The insects fly in during the day and settle
on the farms at night, making it difficult to ward them off.
The farmers under seige are hiring workers and using age old techniques like beating drums and vessels to
scare the locusts away without much success.
It’s a massive issue in Banaskantha, Patan, Kutch and parts of Sabarkantha and Mehsana. Government
explored the possibility of sprinkling pesticides and chemicals through choppers in affected areas.
The farmers under seige are hiring workers and using age old techniques like beating drums and vessels to
scare the locusts away without much success.
A massive swarm of locusts spread in approximately 10 square kilo metre area has arrived in Tharad, the
last taluka before the India-Pakistan border.
According to the Agriculture Ministry’s Locust Warning Organisation (LWO), locusts are flying in from
Pakistan’s Sindh province and spreading in villages in Rajasthan and Gujarat where south western
monsoon had prolonged this time.
Originally, the locusts emerged in February this year from Sudan and Eritrea on Africa’s Red Sea Coast and
travelled through Saudi Arabia and Iran to enter Pakistan, where they invaded the Sindh province and from
there they moved into Rajasthan and Gujarat.

HUBBALLI GETS CERTIFICATE OF MERIT UNDER SMART CITY







A project under the Smart City Scheme pertaining to the development of Chitaguppi Hospital in Hubballi
has been chosen for the award of certificate of merit under the Smart City-Empowering India Awards of the
Union government.
The Union Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs has chosen the Hubballi project for the certificate of merit
under the “Best Smart Health Project” category.
The Smart Healthcare Project under which the development of Chitaguppi Hospital is proposed involves
creating facilities such as Electronic Health Records (EMR), Virtual Healthcare, Smart Diagnostics, Smart
Hospital Management System Software, Smart Inventory and Drug Management System and others. The
total cost of the project is ₹ 3.05 crore.
This is second award that Hubballi Dharwad Smart City Limited (HDSCL) has bagged from the Union
hovernment. Another project, Green Mobility Corridor, aimed at developing the nallah running through
Hubballi city has been chosen for special grants under the Smart City Scheme.

HARYANA UNVEILS FIVE E-INITIATIVES






Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar launched five new e-initiatives, including Lokayukta portal and
addition of 42 new schemes and services on the Saral portal.
The other three initiatives were websites of all 22 districts, integration of 91 Tehsils to Web Helris and
digital map of village Sirsi (district Karnal) to make the village free from Lal Dora.
CM announced that the year 2020 would be observed as “Susashan Sankalp Varsh” during which
suggestions and reforms in the field of governance would be invited from people of the State. A dedicated
website would also be prepared for this purpose on which the people could upload their suggestions.
He also announced three categories of awards for outstanding employees, including three awards within
the department, three awards from all offices in each district and three at State level. In all, 500 awards
would be given to the employees in the State on December 25, 2020. An arrangement of Digilocker has also
been made where the employees could keep their certificates and other important documents.
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The ‘Lokayukta Portal’ has been developed with several features like acceptance of complaint or grievances,
marking of complaint or grievances, enquiry of complaints, disposal of complaints, finalisation of
complaints, daily cause list, reopened disposed-of cases and monitoring reports.
‘Web-Helris’ is a web-enabled integrated solution for deed registration and land records management.
This portal provides the facility related to deed registration, mutation, jamabandi, khasra gridawari, issuing
of copies of record and rights and integration with internal and external entities. The Survey of India (SOI)
has started implementing the prestigious project of large scale GIS mapping of entire rural, urban and abadi
deh areas. The pilot project of Sirsi village in district Karnal has been completed for the rural and abadi deh
areas and field verification of Sirsi work has been done, making it first village in the State to become ‘Lal
Dora free’.
The State government has developed 22 district websites using secure, scalable and sugamya platform
With the launch of additional 42 services on Saral portal, the number of such schemes and services has
reached 527. These schemes and services pertaining to the 38 departments, boards and corporations are
being provided to the citizens through more than 6,000 Atal Seva Kendras and 115 Antyodaya Kendras
throughout 22 districts of the State.

SAND SUPPLY AT DOORSTEP IN ANDHRA PRADESH









The State government has chalked out plans to implement a new system of supplying sand at the doorstep
of customers from January 2.
The proposal will be implemented in Krishna district as a pilot project.
The system of door delivery would be implemented across the State by January 20.
The scheme was launched in East and West Godavari, and Kadapa districts.
Sand would be door delivered to the consumer house in every district in the state.
The Andhra Pradesh Mineral Development Corporation (APMDC) would store about 15 lakh tonnes of sand
every month for the next four months and about 60,000 lakh tonnes of sand would be stored for the
upcoming rainy season.
Now, the daily sand consumption in the State is 80,000 tonnes. So far, about 9,63,000 tonnes of sand has
been stored.

KARNATAKA: NO PERSONALITY TESTS FOR GROUP A, B POSTS







The State government decided to do away with the interview or personality test for certain Group ‘A’ and
Group ‘B’ posts.
This decision will ease the recruitment of people to certain professional posts in Group ‘A’ and ‘B’
categories, which include medical and engineering professionals. Till now, people who appeared for the
written test had to face an interview before selection.
Among other Cabinet decisions taken include enhancing the income limit of beneficiaries of multi-storey
housing scheme in Bengaluru. The Cabinet decided to raise the annual income limit from ₹87,500 to ₹3 lakh
that will benefit more people wanting to buy the house.
In another decision, the Cabinet will change the rule that mandated a Minister to become the head of
Kalyana Karnataka Board. Under the changed provision, even an MLA or MLC can be appointed as the head
of the board.

10% QUOTA FOR POOR IN KERALA




The government has decided to approve the report of the K. Sreedharan Nair commission recommending
10% reservation in government jobs for the economically weaker sections among the forward
communities.
The reservation will benefit those belonging to the forward communities with an annual income not
exceeding Rs. 4 lakh. Those with more than 50 cents of land or 15 cents of house plot in Corporations, 75

JANUARY 2020

[BestCurrentAffairs.com]

Page 167

[For IAS Prelims 2020]



[BestCurrentAffairs.com]

© BestCurrentAffairs.com. All Rights Reserved.

JANUARY 2020




Page 168

cents of land or 20 cents of house plot in municipalities and 2.5 acres of land in panchayats will not be
eligible for reservation.
Ten per cent of the jobs in the State service or public sector enterprises in which the government holds
majority stakes will be reserved for the category. The Cabinet directed the General Education and Higher
Education departments to issue an order after examining the commission’s recommendation for 10%
reservation in all educational institutions except minority institutions.
The Cabinet also resolved to set up a civil defence force for rescue work during natural disasters and
accidents. The force would have 3.4 lakh volunteers in the 16- 65 age group.
The Cabinet also resolved to request the Reserve Bank of India to extend the moratorium on agricultural
loans and the last date for applying for loan restructuring to March 31, 2020.

KERALA ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION ON CAA





The Kerala Assembly unanimously passed a resolution asking the Centre to withdraw the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act (CAA).
According to it, implemented in tandem with the National Register of Citizens (NRC) and National
Population Register (NPR), the CAA would relegate lakhs of naturalised Muslims to the status of illegal
infiltrators and Stateless people.
Punjab Chief Minister backed the Kerala Assembly resolution that sought the withdrawal of the CAA,
terming it the voice of the people.

USE OTP TO VALIDATE LAND TRANSACTIONS: BANGALORE




In order to prevent fraudulent land transactions, the State government has tweaked rules making it
mandatory for the seller, the buyer and the witnesses to validate the land transaction through a one-time
password (OTP) they will get on their mobile phones. This comes in the light of over half-a-dozen SubRegistrars in Bengaluru found allegedly registering revenue properties, many a time with fake documents.
While the system was launched in Shivamogga nearly two months ago and later introduced in Gadag,
Yadgir, Kolar, and Kodagu districts, it was put in place in Bengaluru.

REGIONAL ACADEMIC CENTRE FOR SPACE IN SURATHKAL












A Regional Academic Centre for Space came into being at the National Institute of Technology – Karnataka
(NITK), Surathkal, with the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and the institute signing a MOU.
Surathkal is a locality in the northern part of Mangalore city in the Dakshina Kannada district, Karnataka
state, India on the shore of Arabian sea. It is a municipality merged with Mangalore City Corporation.
The centre will act as a facilitator for the promotion of space technology activities in the southern region
comprising Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Kerala and Lakshadweep.
With this the ISRO and the NITK are partnering to carry out advanced joint research and development
activities in the area of space technology applications. The centre will pursue advanced research in the
areas relevant to the future technological and programmatic needs of the Indian space programme.
The centre will act as an ambassador for the capacity building, awareness creation and research and
development activities of ISRO. The centre will consist of faculty members and researchers from NITK and
visiting scientists and experts from ISRO.
The committee will plan promotional activities including research programmes of common interest and
periodically review such programmes and related activities.
It will also facilitate collaborative activities between the partner institutions in the southern states. The
ISRO will provide annual grant, as recommended by the committee, to the tune of Rs. 2 crore per year for
the activities and administrative expenses of the centre.
The centre at NITK is the fourth regional academic centre for related research and development in India.
The other centres are in Malaviya National Institute of Technology, Jaipur; Gauhati University; and in
Kurukshetra University.
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The intellectual property generated as part of this research activity will be jointly owned by ISRO and NITK.
Karanam Umamaheswar Rao, Director, NITK.







The Haryana Cabinet approved the creation of a new department named Citizen Resources Information
Department. It will deal with various subjects like family identity document, Parivar Pehchan Patra,
towards preparing a common database to implement government schemes and delivery of government
services through the digital medium.
The new department will be dealing with various subjects namely, Parivar Pehchan Patra, development of
citizen resources inventory as a common database with the use of informatics and information
infrastructure, promotion and development of common database across departments, common networks
and informatics for delivery of government’s citizen services.
The new department will also work to establish a linked database connecting individual, family and
property data for utilisation by other government departments and agencies in the delivery of government
services.
The Cabinet also approved the proposal of bringing an amendment to the Haryana Official Language Act,
1969 to get Hindi language authorised as the language for the purposes of proceedings, any judgment,
decree or orders passed or made by the courts and tribunals subordinate to the High Court of Punjab and
Haryana.

KHELO INDIA SPORTS COMPLEX IN HUBBALLI




A full-fledged Khelo India sports complex estimated at ₹ 100 crore will be set up under the Smart City
project to promote sports activities in Hubballi, Karnataka.
It was decided to set up the sports complex as part of the efforts to accomplish Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s ambitious Fit India campaign.
The Smart Health project has been launched at the Chitaguppi Hospital here.

NPR DATA COLLECTION IN ODISHA










Come April, you need to answer when and where your parents were born. The National Population Register
exercise, which has been initiated in Odisha, will have some additional questions about parents.
The data for the NPR, widely dubbed by the Opposition parties a step towards preparing the controversial
National Register of Citizens (NRC), will be captured between April 16 and May 31 in the State.
The West Bengal and the Kerala governments have already put the NPR exercise on hold. The NPR 2010
required enumerators to fill up 14 fields whereas the number of fields remains the same in 2020. But fields
have been rephrased and additional information has been sought within some specific field.
In 2010, enumerators preparing the NPR and household schedule had only asked people to name their
father, mother and spouse in full and if they were alive or not. The 2020-NPR, however, wants people to
give date and place of birth of their parents and specific place if born outside country.
The new feature is requirement of four basic identity proofs — the Aaadhar number, the mobile number,
the voter ID card number and the driving licence number. This time, people will also be asked to name their
mother tongue.
In Odisha, the NPR piloting has been carried out in three places at Pattamundai in Kendrapara district,
Bhubaneswar in Khordha and Puintala in Balangir district in August. The format used during the piloting
would be retained during the April-May exercise.

HARYANA GOVERNMENT TO EXTEND RRTS CORRIDOR


The Haryana government has decided to extend Sarai Kale Khan-Delhi-Panipat corridor of the Regional
Rapid Transit System (RRTS) up to Karnal.
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It will enhance seamless transport facilities throughout the National Capital Region, including Karnal.
Haryana’s share in the said RRTS corridor is around Rs. 5,000 crore, which is 16% of the total cost.
Under the Functional Plan on Transport for NCR-2032, eight RRTS corridors will be constructed. In the first
phase, three corridors will be constructed under RRTS in NCR namely — Delhi-Meerut, Delhi-Panipat and
Delhi-SNB.
It was said that a 103-km-long Delhi-Panipat corridor will be constructed which will have 17 RRTS stations
(including Sarai Kale Khan). Under this project, earlier, Panipat North station was the last station.
However the Chief Minister directed the officers concerned to extend this corridor up to Karnal with a
provision for a station at Gharaunda as well.
The total alignment of these three RRTS corridors is 291.67 km, out of which more than 50% (149.31 km) is
in Haryana and therefore, commuters of Gurugram, Rewari, Sonipat, Panipat and Karnal would be benefited
the most from the corridor.
Meanwhile, heading out in the north-westerly direction from Delhi, this corridor aims to connect Delhi to
Sonipat, Gannaur, Samalkha, Panipat and Karnal in the State. This corridor will not only cut down the travel
time but will also bring environmental and economic benefits to the entire region.
It was further informed that the RRTS stations and trains will be seamlessly integrated with other transport
modes like Airport, Railway, Metro, ISBTs etc.
The Chief Minister was informed that the RRTS stations will be inter-operable. Commuters would be able to
travel from one corridor to another without changing trains.
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Health activists and volunteers will visit every house in Karassery grama panchayat in Kozhikode district in
view of six students and one teacher from an aided higher secondary school at Anayamkunnu being
diagnosed with H1N1 flu.
Swine influenza is an infection caused by any one of several types of swine influenza viruses. Swine
influenza virus (SIV) or swine-origin influenza virus (S-OIV) is any strain of the influenza family of viruses
that is endemic in pigs. Swine flu was initially seen in humans in Mexico in 2009, where the strain of the
particular virus was a mixture of 3 types of strains.
The swine influenza virus is common throughout pig populations worldwide. Transmission of the virus
from pigs to humans is not common and does not always lead to human flu, often resulting only in the
production of antibodies in the blood. If transmission does cause human flu, it is called zoonotic swine flu.
People with regular exposure to pigs are at increased risk of swine flu infection.
In humans, the symptoms of the swine flu H1N1 virus are similar to those of influenza and of influenza-like
illness in general. Symptoms include fever, cough, sore throat, watery eyes, body aches, shortness of breath,
headache, weight loss, chills, sneezing, runny nose, coughing, dizziness, abdominal pain, lack of appetite and
fatigue.
Influenza virus (H1N1) is the subtype of influenza A virus that was the most common cause of human
influenza (flu) in 2009, and is associated with the 1918 outbreak known as the Spanish flu.
In June 2009, the World Health Organization (WHO) declared the new strain of swine-origin H1N1 as a
pandemic.

KEELADI EXCAVATIONS





The findings of the Keeladi excavations were released in 24 languages and the copies are available at the
stall of the Department of Archaeology in Book fair. The findings are now available in English, Tamil,
Sanskrit, Hindi, Urdu, Malayalam, Telugu, Kannada, Marathi, Bengali, Punjabi, Odia, Gujarati, Assamese,
Russian, Mandarin, French, Spanish, German, Japanese, Italy, Portuguese and Hangal among others.
It has been published by the Department of Archaeology and Tamil Nadu Textbook Corporation.
Keezhadi excavation site is a Sangam period settlement that is being excavated by the Archaeological
Survey of India and the Tamil Nadu Archaeology Department.
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This excavation site is located 12 km southeast of Madurai in Tamil Nadu, near the town of Keeladi (also
spelt as Keezhadi) in Sivagangai district. This is a large-scale excavation carried out in Tamil Nadu after the
Adichanallur archaeological site.
The settlement lies on the bank of the Vaigai River and it reflects the ancient culture of Tamil people.
Epigraphist V. Vedachalam, who served as a domain expert for the excavation, dated the excavated remains
between 5th century BCE and 3rd century CE.

HUBBALLI-DHARWAD BUS RAPID TRANSIT SYSTEM (KN)










Vice President of India Venkaiah Naidu visited Hubballi to formally inaugurate the Hubballi-Dharwad Bus
Rapid Transit System (BRTS), which is already ferrying close to one lakh passengers between the twin
cities in its trial run.
The HD-BRTS has already won the national award for being the best among all the BRTS projects in the
country.
Rs. 970.87-crore World Bank-funded project was sanctioned during Mr. Jagadish Shettar’s tenure as Chief
Minister in 2012.
Hubballi-Dharwad BRTS (also known as HDBRTS) is a bus rapid transit system being built to serve the twin
cities of Hubballi and Dharwad, located in the North-Western part of Karnataka state in India. HubballiDharwad BRTS (HDBRTS) project is a Government of Karnataka initiative to foster long term economic
growth in the region. The project promotes fast, safe, comfortable, convenient and affordable public
transportation between the twin cities and aims to reduce congestion and air pollution in the region.
The 22.5Km dedicated BRT corridor with holistic BRT components connects Hubballi and Dharwad. This
system will not only transport 1.75 lakh daily passengers currently using the buses on this corridor but also
provide safe, sustainable & efficient alternative for the private vehicle users travelling on this corridor.
The Hubballi-Dharwad BRTS project is implemented as part of the Sustainable Urban Transport Project
(SUTP) and funded by the Government of Karnataka, Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MHUA), World
Bank and Global Environment Facility (GEF). The total cost of the project is ₹970.87 Cr.

PUNJAB GOVT NOD FOR FAST-TRACK COURTS








The Punjab government has decided to set up seven fast-track courts to ensure speedy trial and justice in
rape cases, besides three special courts to adjudicate offences against children will also be set-up.
Cabinet has approved setting up of seven fast-track courts, with the creation of 70 posts to manage them,
for dealing exclusively with the rape cases. Four of these courts will be set up in Ludhiana and one each at
Amritsar, Jalandhar and Ferozepur. Seven additional posts of Additional and District Sessions Judges along
with 63 supporting staff have been approved.
The courts, to be set up at an approximate annual expenditure of Rs. 3.57 crore, will be implementing the
provisions of the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2018 to deal with the pending rape cases expeditiously.
As per the amendment carried out in Section 173 of Cr.PC in 2018, trial of rape cases is to be concluded
within two months.
The Cabinet also paved the way for setting up a Water Regulation and Development Authority by approving
enactment of The Punjab Water Resources (Management and Regulation) Ordinance 2019.
The Ordinance, which was approved by the council of Ministers earlier at its meeting on December 4, 2019,
is now all set for legislation as ‘The Punjab Water Resources (Management and Regulation) Bill, 2020’. The
Bill proposes to set up a Punjab Water Regulation and Development Authority. The authority will be
responsible for management of water resources of the State.

MADHYA PRADESH TO CURB OPEN SALE OF ACID


Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister announced that a drive had been launched to regulate and curb the open
sale of acid in the State, and warned of strict action against perpetrators of acid attacks.
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Magh Bihu (also called Bhogali Bihu) (Bihu of eating Bhog i.e. enjoyment) or Maghar Domahi is a harvest
festival celebrated in Assam, North-East India, which marks the end of harvesting season in the month of
Magh (January–February).
A bonfire (Meji) is lit for the ceremonial conclusion and prayer to the God of Fire.
The festival is developed by the Tibeto-Burman, Austroasiatic and Indo-aryan cultures and festivals Magan
of Kachari. The Festival has maximum indigenous Tribal Asian i.e. Sino-Tibetan and Austroasiatic and a bit
of Indo-European essence due to variation of the Tribes found in Assam.
Bihu is a set of three important Assamese festivals in the Indian state of Assam—Rongali or Bohag Bihu
observed in April, Kongali or Kati Bihu observed in October, and Bhogali or Magh Bihu observed in January.
The Rongali Bihu is the most important of the three, celebrating spring festival. The Bhogali Bihu or the Magh
Bihu is a harvest festival, with community feasts. The Kongali Bihu or the Kati Bihu is the sombre, thrifty one
reflecting a season of short supplies and is an animistic festival.

ODISHA TO SPEND 3,500 CR ON TEMPLES









State Chief Minister has decided to spend nearly Rs. 3,500 crore on development of temples and their
surroundings, much to the delight of the people in the State.
Mr. Patnaik has chalked out grandiose plans to transform Puri into a world heritage city, akin to Kashi
Vishwanath corridor project.
For the development of Puri, the State government has announced an expenditure of Rs. 3,208 crore under
the Augmentation Basic Amenities and Development of Heritage and Architecture (ABADHA) scheme over
three years. While Rs. 719 crore has been earmarked for 2019-20, the cost of the projects would be around
Rs. 1,402 crore and Rs. 1,087 crore in 2020-21 and 2021-22, respectively.
CM laid the foundation for several projects including Shree Setu project, Jagannath Ballav Pilgrim Centre,
multilevel car parking and redevelopment of municipal market.
Mr. Patnaik has also instructed senior officers to prepare a grand plan to beautify the Sun temple and its
surroundings, and also develop Konark town and nearby Chandrabhaga beach as a world-class tourist
destination.
He has also announced to develop Ekamra Kshetra for revival and preservation of heritage value and
grandeur of Lingaraj temple and its surroundings in Bhubaneswar. The Ekamra Kshetra project covers an
area of 1126 acres.

RAJASTHAN SEEKS NATIONAL PROJECT STATUS FOR ERCP






The Congress government in Rajasthan has once again raised the issue of granting the national project
status to the proposed Eastern Rajasthan Canal Project (ERCP), which will transfer excess waters from the
Chambal river basin to 13 districts facing water scarcity. Prime Minister Narendra Modi had promised to
declare the ERCP a national project during his rallies before the 2019 Lok Sabha elections.
The Central Water Commission has already given in-principle approval to the project’s feasibility report,
while the Union Ministry of Water Resources had reportedly finalised a Cabinet note on it last year. Besides
supplying drinking water in 13 districts, the mega project will also provide water for irrigation to an
additional 2 lakh hectares.
The national project status to ERCP would facilitate solution to the water scarcity issue in eastern and
south-eastern districts of the State at least till 2051. It will also supply water to the Delhi-Mumbai Industrial
Corridor.

MOBILE INTERNET SERVICES RESUME IN MEGHALAYA


Mobile Internet services have resumed in Meghalaya, eight days after they were shut down in the wake of
violent protests over the new citizenship law.
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With goals to reduce the need to commute for work or recreation, and making urban development more
sustainable, work on the Capital’s first transit-oriented development (TOD) — the east Delhi hub at
Karkardooma was kicked off .
The integrated development of the hub, which will bring together metro stations, residences and
workplaces; and recreational spaces such as museums, is expected to be completed by 2023.

MONITORING OF NOISE LEVELS IN DELHI




Twenty six ambient Noise Monitoring Stations (NMS) are expected to come up across the city by March. The
Delhi Pollution Control Committee (DPCC) has floated a tender for setting up the stations, which will
provide real-time data on noise levels.
The move comes after the National Green Tribunal (NGT) pulled up the DPCC and asked them to set up the
stations by January 31, 2020.

KERALA CABINET CLEARS SEAT REVISION IN LSGIS






The Cabinet has decided to promulgate an ordinance for amending the Kerala Panchayati Raj Act and the
Kerala Municipality Act for revising the number of seats in all local self-government institutions (LSGIs).
Now, all urban and rural local bodies will have one more member. At present, the minimum number of
members in a grama panchayat has been fixed at 13 and the maximum at 23.
As per the proposed ordinance to be promulgated with the permission of the Governor, it would go up to14
and 24 respectively. The same would be applicable to block panchayats.
In the case of district panchayats, the minimum will go up from 16 to 17 and maximum from 32 to 33.
Municipal councils and town panchayats having a population up to 20,000 have 25 members each.
The present maximum limit is 52. This would go up to 26 and 53 respectively for both local bodies.

POWER SECTOR GETS A BOOST IN RAJASTHAN







With the production of an additional 946 MW of electricity in the last one year, the power sector has got a
boost in Rajasthan. The State government also plans to obtain solar power, produced by farmers in the
plants set up in their fields, for the Grid.
Energy Minister inaugurated a 33 KV Grid sub-station at Padasoli village in Jaipur district and said that a
660 MW unit of the Suratgarh Super Thermal Power Plant would be dedicated to the people by March next
year.
The additional 946 MW power included the electricity generated in the State and the power procured
through the inter-State agreements.
The hybrid policy for solar and wind power announced this year with the provisions for stamp duty and
ceiling exemptions would help promote these two crucial sectors of energy.

VISAKHA UTSAV




Visakha Utsav is a tourism event every year conducted by the Andhra Pradesh Tourism Development
Corporation and Visakhapatnam Metropolitan Region Development Authority at Visakhapatnam.
Visakha Utsav first time started at the year of 1997 from that day onward every year in December month
this tourism event was conducted by the Government of Andhra Pradesh.
Main aim of the utsav is to promote the culture, arts, crafts, music and dance of Visakhapatnam and Andhra
Pradesh.

JANUARY 2020

[BestCurrentAffairs.com]

Page 173

© BestCurrentAffairs.com. All Rights Reserved.



[For IAS Prelims 2020]

DELHI’S FIRST TRANSIT-ORIENTED HUB

JANUARY 2020

[BestCurrentAffairs.com]

Page 174








Himachal Pradesh decided to exempt the women candidates appearing in competitive examinations being
held by the State Public Service Commission and the State Staff Selection Commission from paying entry
examination fee.
The Cabinet also gave its consent to provide free textbooks to all the students of Class IX and X of the
general category studying in government schools.
It gave an approval to link 10 market yards with e-NAM (electronic national agriculture market) to ensure
remunerative prices to the farmers of their produce. With this, 29 market yards have been linked with this
facility.
In order to promote safe and secure adventure sports and to make aero sports activities more safe and
professional, it gave approval to Himachal Pradesh Aero Sports Rules of 2019.

TRIPURA TO BAN UNAUTHORISED E-RICKSHAWS



The Tripura government would not allow unauthorised e-rickshaws to ply on the roads after the expiry of a
new deadline. The State government announced that the new deadline is January 10.
E-rickshaws have been one of cheapest modes of transport across Tripura. Their numbers have
substantially grown over the past few years.

[For IAS Prelims 2020]

NO COMPETITIVE EXAM FEE FOR WOMEN IN HIMACHAL






The Odisha government has announced that from April 1, 2020 only beneficiaries with Aadhaar card will be
given pension under the National Social Assistance Programme (NSAP) and the Madhubabu Pension Yojana
(MBPY).
Aadhaar seeding is about 91% in case of NSAP and about 73% for MBPY in Odisha. Under the NSAP, elderly,
widows and persons with disabilities get pension.
The MBPY beneficiaries, who include elderly, widows, persons with disabilities and HIV/AIDS-affected
patients, get Rs. 500 to Rs. 700 per month. But they must not be part of any Central schemes.

EXPANSION OF FORENSIC SCIENCE LABORATORY: DELHI




Delhi Home Minister laid the foundation stone of a building in the premise of the Forensic Science
Laboratory (FSL), which will have a DNA lab for crimes against women and children among other facilities.
The Minister also inaugurated the ‘Brain Fingerprinting Facilities’ for forensic psychological examination of
suspects and criminals.
A dedicated site for the examination of vehicles [VEERA] that were earlier involved in any crime has come
up at Rohini Sector 21 and 23 and would become operational soon.

MOHALLA CLINICS INAUGURATED



The Delhi government inaugurated 150 Mohalla Clinics taking the total number of such clinics in the Capital
to 450. People of Delhi flagged off a new bandwagon of development in recent elections.
Since its launch in 2015, Mohalla Clinics have served two crore OPD patients and conducted 18 lakh tests
till November 2019. Earlier, the number of patients in Delhi government hospitals was three crore annually
but since the AAP-led government made hospitals better in terms of infrastructure and cleanliness, and
made treatment and medicines free, the turnout of patients has now doubled to six crore annually.

AURANGABAD’S BIBI KA MAQBARA


The marble domes of Bibi Ka Maqbara, the famous 17th century Mughal-era monument in Aurangabad
(Maharashtra), are set to get a new shine.
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The domes and other marble parts of the mausoleum will undergo scientific conservation, an
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) said. The work is estimated to cost Rs. 45 lakh.
The structure, known as the ‘Taj of the Deccan’ because of its striking resemblance to the Taj Mahal, was
commissioned by Emperor Aurangzeb in 1660 in the memory of his wife Dilras Banu Begum.

BENGAL GET 2 NEW DISTRICTS



Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee announced that Sundarbans and Basirhat will be made new districts.
A major part of the Sundarbans is in the South 24 Parganas district, while Basirhat subdivision is in the
North 24 Parganas district.

MAHARASHTRA RECOMMENDS ‘CASTE-BASED CENSUS’



Speaker Nana Patole moved a suo motu resolution in the Assembly, recommending that the Centre add a
separate column for OBCs in the Census. The Assembly passed the resolution unanimously.
A one-day session of the legislature was held to ratify the Constitution (126th Amendment) Bill, 2019, to
extend the Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe reservation in Assembly by 10 years. The amendment, too,
was passed unanimously.
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The historical city of Hampi witnessed Hampi Utsav 2020 in the month of January.
The festivities date back to the times of Vijayanagar empire, and thus it is also known as the Vijaya Utsav.
Hampi Utsav is a congregation of various events that highlight the glorious past of India.
Hampi Utsav 2020 is also one of the biggest arrangements made by Karnataka government. It is
inaugurated by the Chief Minister of Karnataka, and admission is completely free for all visitors.

ODISHA SEEKS SIMULTANEOUS SECC, GENERAL CENSUS


The Odisha government demanded that the Socio-Economic Caste Census (SECC) be conducted
simultaneously with the general census in 2021.

RAJASTHAN TO GET FIRST BIOTECH PARK SOON


Rajasthan will shortly get its first biotechnology park and an incubation centre, for which a MOU will be
signed with the Centre’s Department of Biotechnology. The park and incubation centre are expected to
enable the State government to take up research in the field of biotechnology and provide employment to
the youths.

HARYANA SUPPLYING WATER WITH HIGH AMMONIA CONTENT







Delhi Jal Board (DJB) Vice-Chairman alleged that Haryana was supplying water with high amount of
ammonia to Delhi.
The water supplied in Delhi comes from other States, in which Haryana is the largest source. Ammonia gets
into water supplies most frequently as runoff in agricultural areas where it spike and lead to elevated
ammonia levels in the final product water.
NH3, Ammonia Gas, is extremely soluble in water. It is the natural product of decay of organic nitrogen
compounds. Although it is widely used and common in our society, ammonia can be both hazardous and
caustic.
Ammonia is difficult to remove from water. It can be removed by cation exchange resin in the hydrogen
form, which requires use of acid as a regenerant. Degasification can also be effective. Neither of these
methods is easily adapted to residential use.
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The Paryaya festival, which marks the transfer of power of management and worship of Lord Krishna at the
800-year-old Sri Krishna Mutt/Temple from one seer to another seer of the Ashta Mutts of Udupi
(Karnataka) biennially.
Paryaya is a religious ritual which takes place every alternate year in Sri Krishna Matha (Krishna Temple)
of Udupi. The puja and administration of Krishna Matha is distributed among the Swamijis (seer or monk or
pontiff) of Ashta Matha's established by Dvaita philosopher Sri Madhvacharya. Each swamiji of every matha
gets chance to perform puja to Udupi Sri Krishna by rotation for a period of two years.
During paryaya, the puja and administration of Krishna Matha is handed over from Swamiji of one of Ashta
Matha to the Swamiji of another Ashta Matha. It takes place every two years in even numbered years. On 18
January 2014, the puja and administration was handed over to Kaniyoor Mutt's Vidhyavallabhatirtha
Swamiji from Sodhe Mutt's Vishwavallabhatirtha Swamiji.

EXPRESSWAY RENAMED






Maharashtra government issued a resolution renaming the Mumbai-Nagpur super communication
expressway after Shiv Sena founder late Balasaheb Thackeray.
The expressway, scheduled to be completed in 2021, will now be called Hindu Hruday Samrat Balasaheb
Thackeray Maharashtra Samruddhi Mahamarg.
The 700-kilometre long expressway will connect 24 nodes, which will be developed as smart cities in
future. The expressway, approximately costing Rs. 45,000 crore, will pass through 10 districts, and
influence development in 14 others.
The expressway will cut down travel time between Mumbai and Nagpur to less than nine hours. With
motorists expected to pay over Rs. 1,200 as tolls for a one-way journey, it will be the most expensive roads
to ride on in the country.

EXCLUSION OF PUNJAB FROM WATER SCHEME




Punjab Chief Minister Amarinder Singh wrote to Prime Minister Narendra Modi seeking Punjab’s inclusion
in the Rs. 6,000 crore ‘Atal Bhujal Yojana’ for conservation of groundwater resources.
The Chief Minister urged the Prime Minister to direct the Ministry of Jal Shakti to include Punjab in the
same.
The rate of depletion of groundwater is the highest in Punjab. 20 of the 22 districts of the State (other than
Pathankot and Muktsar) are under serious stress of depletion of groundwater.

40,000 INDIGENOUS PEOPLE TO GET LAND DEEDS




Assam government decided to distribute land deeds to over 40,000 indigenous people. The deeds were
handed over on January 28, and the number of beneficiaries was increased to one lakh.
The meeting also decided to give Rs. 2 lakh each a year to 160 ‘satras’ (Vaishnav monasteries) and
‘devalayas’ (temples), besides the annuity.
The Arundhati Gold Scheme will be launched in the first week of March. Under it, the poor will be given
money for buying 10 grams of gold ornaments for registering marriage.

CABLE CAR IN PATNITOP


What sets Jammu’s Patnitop apart from luxury destinations such as Gulmarg is not the quantum of snowfall
but the low-budget hotel and food options that make travelling there affordable, though not always
comfortable.
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But all that’s about to change with a plush new ropeway that promises to connect tourists and locals from
the lower terminal of the project at Sanget (3 km from the Chenani-Nashri tunnel) across the gorgeous
snow-covered deodar trees to the upper terminal at Patnitop, now under snow four-feet deep.
A two-hour 2,024-metre (6,640-feet) climb from Jammu airport, the hilltop tourist destination in
Udhampur district has a new attraction — a world-class ropeway inaugurated in October that connects
Sanget to Patnitop. Skyview Patnitop is the largest Indo-French collaboration in mountain infrastructure
development and India’s highest ropeway with over 65- metre ground clearance and the longest span of
849 metres between eight towers.
Additionally, the ropeway also features 2.8 km of inclined destination covered by the cable car from the
upper terminal to the lower terminal. The ropeway, which can transport 6,400 people in eight operating
hours, at peak capacity, is built on a PPP model by Empyrean Skyview Projects Pvt Ltd (ESPPL), a
subsidiary of Delhi and Srinagar-based FIL industries along with french cable car manufacturer POMA and
the Union Territory of J&K.

TN GOVT GETS MONEY FOR FISHING HARBOURS









The Tamil Nadu government will receive Rs. 420 crore from a recently-created Fisheries and Aquaculture
Development Fund (FIDF) for developing three fishing harbours in the State.
These harbours will come up in Tharangampadi in Nagapattinam district, Thiruvottriyur Kuppam in
Tiruvallur district and Mudhunagar in Cuddalore district and will have safe landing and berthing facilities
for a large number of fishing vessels plying in the area.
TN government entered into a tripartite MOU with the Department of Fisheries, Government of India, and
Nabard.
FIDF is a dedicated fund with a total outlay of Rs. 7,522 crore for creating infrastructure in the fisheries
sector.
Apart from Nabard, the National Cooperatives Development Corporation and all scheduled banks will serve
as nodal loaning entities to provide concessional finance under the Fund. FIDF will give interest subvention
up to 3 per cent per annum to NLEs for providing the concessional finance at the interest rate not lower
than 5 per cent per annum.
Proposals worth Rs. 1,715 crore received from various State governments and other eligible entities have
been recommended for funding.

CHEMICAL-FREE FRUITS/VEGETABLES IN MAHARASHTRA





The Maharashtra Government, along with APEDA, plans to set up over 18 clusters in the State for export of
chemical-residue-free vegetables and fruits. The clusters will also ensure that the agriculture products meet
the phytosanitary norms of developed countries.
Phytosanitary measures are for the control of plant diseases and pathogens. Without residue-free and
phytosanitary certifications, Customs clearance at foreign ports is not possible.
Maharashtra accounted for 65 per cent of the country’s fruit and 55 per cent of vegetable exports.

GREEN COCHIN MISSION





Kerala Travel Mart (KTM) Society will implement the Green Cochin Mission initiatives as its major policy
programme to clean up Kerala’s top tourist-city.
The Green Cochin Mission, which was inaugurated on December 20, is supported by the Kochi Corporation,
district administration, Kerala Suchitwa Mission, Indian Medical Association, Childline India, Justice
Brigade, Haritha Keralam, National Health Mission and Motor Vehicles Department besides educational
institutes, NGOs and other private agencies.
The Green Cochin Mission is also aiming to rejuvenate the city’s canals and check encroachment so as to
achieve its zero pollution of soil and water alongside greening Kochi.
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The Carriage and Wagon Depot at Mangaluru Junction railway station, which is capable of examining freight
train formations for rail worthiness, has obtained Integrated Management System (IMS) certification.
Functions associated with the examination of freight trains and maintenance activities performed at the
depot, platform yard, and sick line; and the stores and material management functions at the depot are
certified under the IMS.
The IMS certification covers ISO 9001-2015 for quality management, ISO 14001-2015 for environment
management, and ISO 45001-2018 for occupational health and safety, and is valid up to December 2022.
The IMS certification covers ISO 9001-2015 for quality management.

TELANGANA: 2020 IS YEAR OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE



Telangana government has decided to observe 2020 as the Year of AI.
The event will see signing of memorandum of agreements between the government and AI start-ups.

TELANGANA RAISES THE RETIREMENT AGE
The Telangana Government has announced its decision to increase the retirement age of the RTC
employees to 60 years from 58.
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LAWS & RULES









The Ministry of Home Affairs issued a notification that the provisions of the Citizenship (Amendment) Act,
2019 will come into force from January 10 onwards.
The CAA passed by Parliament on December 11 provides citizenship to six undocumented non-Muslim
communities from Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh who entered India on or before December 31,
2014. The Act was given the President’s assent on December 12. The CAA rules are yet to be notified.
In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (2) of section 1 of the Citizenship (Amendment) Act,
2019 (47 of 2019), the Central Government hereby appoints the 10th day of January, 2020, as the date on
which the provisions of the said Act shall come into force.
According to the CAA, members of Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, Parsi and Christian communities who have
come from Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan till December 31, 2014 facing religious persecution there
will not be treated as illegal immigrants but given Indian citizenship.
There have been widespread protests against the act in different parts of the country. Those who are
opposed to the legislation are saying that it is for the first time that India will grant citizenship on the basis
of religion which violates the basic tenets of the country’s constitution.

INSOLVENCY AND BANKRUPTCY CODE (AMENDMENT) ORDINANCE 2019









The Union Cabinet approved a proposal to promulgate an Ordinance and to amend the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code, 2016.
The Amendment will remove certain ambiguities in the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 and ensure
smooth implementation of the Code.
Under the Amendments, the liability of a corporate debtor for an offence committed prior to the
commencement of the corporate insolvency resolution process shall cease, and the corporate debtor shall
not be prosecuted for such an offence from the date the resolution plan has been approved by the
Adjudicating Authority, if the resolution plan results in the change in the management or control of the
corporate debtor to a person who was not:
A promoter or in the management or control of the corporate debtor or a related party of such a person; or
A person with regard to whom the relevant investigating authority has, on the basis of material in its
possession, reason to believe that he had abetted or conspired for the commission of the offence, and has
submitted or filed a report or a complaint to the relevant statutory authority or Court.
Subject to relevant provisions the corporate debtor shall, as required, extend all assistance and cooperation to any authority investigating an offence committed prior to the commencement of the corporate
insolvency resolution process.

THE BENGAL EASTERN FRONTIER REGULATIONS




The Union Cabinet gave its ex-post facto approval to the Adaptation of Laws (Amendment) Order, 2019
issued by the President of India under clause (2) of article 372 of the Constitution to amend the Bengal
Eastern Frontier Regulations (BEFR), 1873.
The notification will extend BEFR to the State of Manipur to give its indigenous people protection from the
provisions of Citizenship Amendment Act, 2019 and make necessary changes in the said Regulation.

OFFICIAL AMENDMENTS TO THE ARMS (AMENDMENT) BILL 2019


The Union Cabinet has given ex-post facto approval for official amendments to the Arms (Amendment) Bill,
2019 moved and passed by the Lok Sabha on December 9th, 2019.
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It shall deter the potential perpetrators from indulging in illegal arms and ammunition trade and its
manufacturing, stream line licensing provisions, better address the present day security needs and
effectively deal with the incidents and proliferation and trade of illicit arms and ammunition. At the same
time, it will facilitate law abiding licence holders of arms by increasing the duration of arms licence.
The approved amendments to the Arms Act are a step forward in providing licence in electronic form
longer validity period of licenses and stricter regulatory mechanism to check illegal possession arms by
proposing stricter punishment provisions.

RATIFICATION OF PROTOCOL TO UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION






The Union Cabinet gave its approval to the ratification of the Tenth Additional Protocol to the Constitution
of the Universal Postal Union (UPU) adopted by 2nd Extraordinary Congress of the Union held at Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia from 3rd to 7th September, 2018.
The approval enables the Postal Administration of India to have the Instrument of Ratification signed by the
President of India and have the same deposited with the Director General of the International Bureau of the
Universal Postal Union through diplomatic channels along with approval of other Acts of the Union.
Ratification by the Government of India of the Tenth Additional Protocol to the Constitution of the UPU
adopted by 2nd Extraordinary Congress held at Addis Ababa from 3rd to 7th September, 2018 would fulfil
the obligations arising from Article 25 of the Constitution of the UPU and its commitment as expected of a
member country of the Union. It will also enable the Department of Posts to bring out any administrative
orders to implement the provisions of the UPU Convention in India.

UPDATE: EMPLOYEES PROVIDENT FUND ACT 1952




Ministry of Labour and Employment denies the media reports published in some newspapers that the
applicability threshold has been brought down from present establishment with 20 or more employees to
10 or more employees for the purpose of application of Employees Provident Fund and Miscellaneous
Provisions Act 1952 (EPF & MP Act).
It is clarified that there is no change in the threshold for application of the EPF & MP Act and there is no
such proposal in the Ministry at present.

REGISTRATION OF POLITICAL PARTIES







Registration of political parties is governed by the provisions of Section 29A of the Representation of the
People Act, 1951. An association seeking registration under the said Section has to submit an application to
the Commission within a period of 30 days following the date of its formation, as per the guidelines
prescribed by the Commission in exercise of the powers conferred by Article 324 of the Constitution of
India and Section 29A of the Representation of the People Act, 1951.
In order to enable applicants to track the status of the application, the Commission has launched a “Political
Parties Registration Tracking Management System (PPRTMS)”. The salient feature in the PPRTMS is that
the applicant, who is applying for party registration from 1st January, 2020 will be able to track the
progress of his/her application and will get status update through SMS and e-mail.
The Commission in the month of December, 2019, has amended the guidelines regarding registration of
political party. The new guidelines is effective from 1st January, 2020.
A Demand Draft of Rs. 10,000/- (Rupees Ten Thousand only) on account of processing fee is required. It
may be noted that the processing fee isnon-refundable.

INSOLVENCY AND BANKRUPTCY BOARD REGULATIONS 2016: AMENDMENT


The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) notified the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of
India (Liquidation Process) (Amendment) Regulations, 2020 on 6th January 2020.
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The amendment clarifies that a person, who is not eligible under the Code to submit a resolution plan for
insolvency resolution of the corporate debtor, shall not be a party in any manner to a compromise or
arrangement of the corporate debtor under section 230 of the Companies Act, 2013. It also clarifies that a
secured creditor cannot sell or transfer an asset, which is subject to security interest, to any person, who is
not eligible under the Code to submit a resolution plan for insolvency resolution of the corporate debtor.
The amendment provides that a secured creditor, who proceeds to realise its security interest, shall
contribute its share of the insolvency resolution process cost, liquidation process cost and workmen’s dues,
within 90 days of the liquidation commencement date. It shall also pay excess of realised value of the asset,
which is subject to security interest, over the amount of its claims admitted, within 180 days of the
liquidation commencement date. Where the secured creditor fails to pay such amounts to the Liquidator
within 90 days or 180 days, as the case may be, the asset shall become part of Liquidation Estate.
The amendment provides that a Liquidator shall deposit the amount of unclaimed dividends, if any, and
undistributed proceeds, if any, in a liquidation process along with any income earned thereon into the
Corporate Liquidation Account before he submits an application for dissolution of the corporate debtor. It
also provides a process for a stakeholder to seek withdrawal from the Corporate Liquidation Account.
The amended regulations are effective from 6th January 2020.

REVISED GUIDELINES FOR MUTUAL LEGAL ASSISTANCE IN CRIMINAL MATTERS







In furtherance to Government of India’s policy of zero tolerance for crime and in an endeavor to fast track
the dispensation of justice, the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has taken steps to enhance and streamline
the process of international mutual legal assistance in criminal matters.
The MHA has issued Revised Guidelines for Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters in December 2019.
The revised guidelines provide step-by-step guidance to the investigation agencies for drafting and
processing Letters Rogatory / Mutual Legal Assistance Requests and Service of Summons, Notices & other
Judicial Documents. By incorporating various legal and technological developments in the recent years, it
aims to make the documentation in this regard more precise and focused as well as compliant with
International requirements.
India has entered into Mutual Legal Assistance Treaties/ Agreements with 42 countries and is signatory to
various international conventions i.e. UNCAC, UNTOC etc. The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) is the
designated ‘Central Authority’ for India. Generally, assistance is sought and received in the form of Mutual
Legal Assistance Requests/Letters Rogatory and Service of Summons/Notices/Judicial documents on
persons residing abroad.

1023 FAST TRACK SPECIAL COURTS







To bring out more stringent provisions and expeditious trial and disposal of such cases, Union of India
enacted the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2018.
The has taken up work of setting up of Fast Track Special Courts (FTSCs) as a part of National Mission for
Safety of Women (NMSW). Accordingly, the Central Government has started a Scheme for setting up of
1023 FTSCs across the country based on pendency of subject cases obtained from various High Courts
(1,66,882 numbers as on 31.03.2018) for time bound trial and disposal of pending cases related to rape and
POCSO Act.
Further, in pursuance to the direction of Supreme Court of India in Suo Moto Writ Petition (Criminal)
No.01/2019 dated 25.07.2019, out of 1023 FTSCs, 389 Courts have been proposed to be set up exclusively
for POCSO Act related cases in Districts where pendency of such cases is more than 100.
Out of total 31 States and UTs, so far, 24 have joined this scheme (Andhara Pradesh, Assam, Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Manipur, NCT of Delhi, Nagaland, Odisha, Punjab, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Tripura,
UT of Chandigarh, Uttarakhand and Uttar Pradesh) for setting up of 792 numbers of FTSCs/ including 354
exclusive POCSO courts. Efforts are constantly being made to obtain consent/willingness of remaining
States/UTs.
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INSOLVENCY REGULATIONS, 2017



The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) has notified the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of
India (Voluntary Liquidation Process) (Amendment) Regulations, 2020 on 15th January. 2020.
The aforesaid amendment provides that a Liquidator shall deposit the amount of unclaimed dividends, if
any, and undistributed proceeds, if any, in a liquidation process along with any income earned thereon into
the Corporate Voluntary Liquidation Account before submission of an application for dissolution of the
corporate person. It also provides a process for a stakeholder to seek withdrawal from the Corporate
Voluntary Liquidation Account.

CITIZENSHIP CERTIFICATES TO 7 PAK REFUGEES






Union shipping minister M L Mandaviya handed over citizenship certificates to seven Pakistani refugees in
Kutch, Gujarat.
He met the Pakistani refugees, who have taken shelter in Gujarat’s Morbi and Kutch districts.
Citizenship Amendment Act will extend an opportunity of leading a dignified life in India, to the minorities
facing religious persecution in Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan.
The government notified the Citizenship Amendment law on December 13 after the Act passed by
Parliament received the President’s assent. The law has sparked protests in various parts of the country.
The law seeks to grant citizenship to Hindu, Parsi, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain and Christian migrants who have fled
persecution in Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan, and arrived in the country on or before December 31,
2014.

AMENDMENTS TO PUNJAB EDUCATIONAL SERVICE RULES






The Punjab Cabinet has approved amendments to the Punjab Educational Service Rules (Teaching Cadre)
and Non- Teaching Cadres of the Department of School Education, to realign them with various court
judgments and change in the basic qualifications for various cadres.
The rules governing service conditions of government employees to various services of the Department of
School Education had become outdated and virtually outlived their relevance, since these rules were
framed in the years 1941, 1955, 1978, 1995 and 2004 to regulate recruitment and service conditions of
various teaching and non-teaching personnel.
The Cabinet also approved leasing of four sitesfor the development of a Maintenance, Repair and Overhaul
facility at the Patiala Aviation Complex.

MOBILE NET BAN LIFTED IN ASSAM



Mobile Internet service resumed in Assam, after it was banned during protests against the contentious
Citizenship (Amendment) Act.
Operators like the State-owned BSNL, Reliance Jio and Vodafone, too have resumed their services.

COMPULSORY RENEWAL OF OCI CARDS GOES


The Union Home Ministry has relaxed the provisions for Overseas Citizens of India (OCI) card holders that
made it compulsory for those aged above 50 and below 20 to renew their cards on renewal of their
passports.
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disposal of cases to ensure safe and worth living environment especially to women and children in totality.
216 numbers of POCSO courts have already been operationalized in 12 States under the scheme.
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Several OCI card holders were not able to travel to India due to this and many were stopped by airlines and
immigration authorities at various airports due to the mismatch.
According to a recent Home Ministry order, an OCI card holder is required to re-register each time a new
passport is issued till 20 years of age and once after 50 years of age but re-issuance of OCI registration is not
mandatory each time a new passport is issued between the ages of 21 and 50.
In order to facilitate OCI card holders, this requirement has been relaxed till 30th June 2020 as per MHA
instructions dated December 17. The OCI cardholder should carry existing OCI card along with Old and New
passport.
OCI cardholders are given benefits on a par with non-Resident Indians in financial, economic and
educational fields, except in the acquisition of agricultural or plantation properties.
OCI cardholders are given free multiple entry and multi-purpose life-long visa to visit India and are also
exempted from reporting to police authorities for any length of stay in India.

AFSPA EXTENDED IN NAGALAND FOR SIX MONTHS
















The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has declared the entire State of Nagaland as a “disturbed area” for six
more months, under the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) which empowers security forces to
conduct operations anywhere and arrest anyone without prior notice. The AFSPA has been in force in the
Northeast since 1958. Nagaland got statehood in 1963.
Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by Section 3 of the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act,
1958 (No. 28 of 1958) the central government hereby declares that whole of the said State to be a
‘disturbed area’ for a period of six months with effect from December 30, 2019 for the purpose of that Act.
Presently, AFSPA, 1958, is operational in the entire States of Assam, Nagaland, Manipur (except Imphal
Municipal area), three districts namely Tirap, Changlang and Longding of Arunachal Pradesh and the areas
falling within the jurisdiction of the eight police stations in the districts of Arunachal Pradesh, bordering
Assam.
The notification declaring Manipur and Assam as “Disturbed Areas’ has been issued by the State
governments. For Nagaland, the notification is issued by the MHA. The Act has not been withdrawn despite
a a framework agreement being signed on August 3, 2015 between Naga insurgent group NSCN-IM general
secretary Thuingaleng Muivah and government interlocutor R.N. Ravi in the presence of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.
What is a “disturbed area” and who has the power to declare it? A disturbed area is one which is declared
by notification under Section 3 of the AFSPA. An area can be disturbed due to differences or disputes
between members of different religious, racial, language or regional groups or castes or communities. The
Central Government, or the Governor of the State or administrator of the Union Territory can declare the
whole or part of the State or Union Territory as a disturbed area. A suitable notification would have to be
made in the Official Gazette. As per Section 3 , it can be invoked in places where “the use of armed forces in
aid of the civil power is necessary”.
The Ministry of Home Affairs would usually enforce this Act where necessary, but there have been
exceptions where the Centre decided to forego its power and leave the decision to the State governments.
In simple terms, AFSPA gives armed forces the power to maintain public order in “disturbed areas”. They
have the authority to prohibit a gathering of five or more persons in an area, can use force or even open fire
after giving due warning if they feel a person is in contravention of the law. If reasonable suspicion exists,
the army can also arrest a person without a warrant; enter or search a premises without a warrant; and ban
the possession of firearms.
Any person arrested or taken into custody may be handed over to the officer in charge of the nearest police
station along with a report detailing the circumstances that led to the arrest.
According to The Disturbed Areas (Special Courts) Act, 1976 once declared ‘disturbed’, the area has to
maintain status quo for a minimum of 3 months.
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The due date for linking of PAN with Aadhaar as specified under sub-section 2 of section 139AA of the
Income-tax Act, 1961 has been extended from December 31, 2019 to March 31, 2020.
This is the eighth time that the Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has extended the deadline for
individuals to link their PAN with Aadhaar.
The Supreme Court, in September 2019, had declared the Centre’s flagship Aadhaar scheme as
constitutionally valid and held that the biometric ID would remain mandatory for the filing of I-T returns
and allotment of the PAN.
Section 139 AA (2) of the Income Tax Act says that every person having PAN as on July 1, 2017, and is
eligible to obtain Aadhaar, must intimate his Aadhaar number to tax authorities.
Aadhaar is issued by the Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) to a resident of India and PAN is a
10-digit alphanumeric number allotted by the I-T department to a person, firm or entity.
The CBDT, that frames policy for the tax department, said a notification numbered 107 has been issued in
this context.

CASE FOR ‘TULU’ IN EIGHTH SCHEDULE














According to the 2001 Census, India has 30 languages that are spoken by more than a million people each.
Additionally, it has 122 languages that are spoken by at least 10,000 people each. It also has 1,599
languages, most of which are dialects. These are restricted to specific regions and many of them are on the
verge of extinction. India must accommodate this plethora of languages in its cultural discourse and
administrative apparatus.
Article 29 of the Constitution provides that a section of citizens having a distinct language, script or culture
have the right to conserve the same.
Both the state and the citizens have an equal responsibility to conserve the distinct language, script and
culture of a people.
Among the legion of languages in India, the Constitution has 22 languages. They are protected in Schedule
VIII of the Constitution. But many languages that are kept out of this favoured position are in some ways
more deserving to be included in the Eighth Schedule. For example, Sanskrit, an Eighth Schedule language,
has only 24,821 speakers (2011 Census). Manipuri, another scheduled language, has only 17,61,079
speakers.
However, many unscheduled languages have a sizeable number of speakers: Bhili/Bhilodi has 1,04,13,637
speakers; Gondi has 29,84,453 speakers; Garo has 11,45,323; Ho has 14,21,418; Khandeshi, 18,60,236;
Khasi, 14,31,344; and Oraon, 19,88,350.
Tulu is a Dravidian language whose speakers are concentrated in two coastal districts of Karnataka and in
Kasaragod district of Kerala. Kasaragod district is called ‘Sapta bhasha Samgama Bhumi (the confluence of
seven languages)’, and Tulu is among the seven. The Census reports 18,46,427 native speakers of Tulu in
India. The Tulu-speaking people are larger in number than speakers of Manipuri and Sanskrit, which have
the Eighth Schedule status.
The present-day Tulu linguistic majority area is confined to the region of Tulu Nadu, which comprises the
districts of Dakshina Kannada and Udupi in Karnataka and the northern part of Kasaragod district of Kerala
up to the river Payaswani, or Chandragiri. The cities of Mangaluru, Udupi and Kasaragod are the epicentres
of Tulu culture.
At present, Tulu is not an official language in India or any other country. Efforts are being made to include
Tulu in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution. If included in the Eighth Schedule then: Tulu would get
recognition from the Sahitya Akademi. Tulu books would be translated into other recognised Indian
languages. Members of Parliament and MLAs could speak in Tulu in Parliament and State Assemblies,
respectively. Candidates could write all-India competitive examinations like the Civil Services exam in Tulu.
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The Forest Advisory Committee, an apex body tasked with adjudicating requests by the industry to raze
forest land for commercial ends, has approved a scheme that could allow “forests” to be traded as a
commodity. If implemented, it allows the Forest Department to outsource one of its responsibilities of
reforesting to non-government agencies.
In the current system, industry needs to make good the loss of forest by finding appropriate non-forest land
— equal to that which would be razed. It also must pay the State Forest Department the current economic
equivalent — called Net Present Value — of the forest land. It’s then the Forest Department’s
responsibility to grow appropriate vegetation that, over time, would grow into forests.
Industries have often complained that they find it hard to acquire appropriate non-forest land, which has to
be contiguous to existing forest. Nearly ₹50,000 crore had been collected by the Centre over decades, but
the funds were lying unspent because States were not spending the money on regrowing forests. The
Supreme Court intervened, a new law came about with rules for how this fund was to be administered.
About ₹47,000 crore had been disbursed to States until August, but it has barely led to any rejuvenation of
forests.
The proposed ‘Green Credit Scheme’, as it is called, allows agencies — they could be private companies,
village forest communities — to identify land and begin growing plantations. After three years, they would
be eligible to be considered as compensatory forest land if they met the Forest Department’s criteria. An
industry needing forest land could then approach the agency and pay it for parcels of such forested land,
and this would then be transferred to the Forest Department and be recorded as forest land.
The participating agency will be free to trade its asset, that is plantation, in parcels, with project proponents
who need forest land. This is not the first time that such a scheme has been mooted. In 2015, a ‘Green Credit
Scheme’ for degraded forest land with public-private participation was recommended, but it was not
approved by the Union Environment Minister, the final authority.
“The FAC believes that such a scheme will encourage plantation by individuals outside the traditional
forest area and will help in meeting international commitments such as sustainable development goals and
nationally determined contributions,” the minutes note.
One of India’s prongs to combat climate change is the Green India Mission that aims to sequester 2.523
billion tonnes of carbon by 2020-30, and this involves adding 30 million hectares in addition to existing
forest.

INDIA AMENDS RULES FOR U.S. AIRLINES










In an effort to resolve a persistent concern of the U.S., India will make exceptions for American airlines on
its ground handling regulations that prohibit international carriers from operations beyond the check-in
area.
However, these airlines will have to allow a security audit by Indian agencies, and ensure that Indian
employees are tasked with sensitive operations.
Following the changes, U.S. airlines will have access control to the aircraft, can screen unaccompanied
baggage, conduct secondary check of passengers at the ladder point and have security control of cargo.
Until now, foreign carriers had to enter into an agreement with an Indian airline for performing these
activities.
The Union Cabinet in its meeting on December 24, 2019, gave an in-principle approval for allowing
international airlines from three countries — U.S., Canada and Australia — to carry out their own ground
handling.
The Cabinet also approved a draft standard operating procedure (SOP) detailing security measures to be
adopted for such operations.
As a result, the Ministry of Civil Aviation (Ground Handling Services) Regulations, 2018, can now be amended
so that they are on par with provisions of air services agreements India had entered into with the above
three countries.
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The amendments to the ground handling regulations will incorporate exceptions to the clauses 2 and 3 of
Section 3.
Clause 2 allows airlines to perform passenger and baggage handling, but bars them from security functions
performed beyond the check-in area at airports.
Clause 3 imposes similar restrictions on international cargo airlines.

REGISTRATION OF DRONES











The Ministry of Civil Aviation has asked all drone owners to voluntarily register their drones before January
31, failing which they would be penalised with a prison sentence of up to two years or a fine of up to Rs. 10
lakh.
As per the rules framed by the Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA), all drones in India must be
registered on the Digital Sky portal and must have a unique identification number. All drone operators must
also have an Unmanned Aircraft Operator Permit (UAOP). Both came into effect from December 1, 2018.
According to the rules, if a person operates a drone without registering it, he or she may be booked for
endangering someone's life or for negligence with respect to machinery- both of which are crimes under
the Indian Penal Code and carry a punishment of up to six months.
All drone operators are required to register on the Digital Sky Portal: http://digitalsky.dgca.gov.in. They
will be then issued an Operator Acknowledgment Number (OAN) and a Drone Acknowledgement Number
(DAN) for each drone registered under the operator’s profile.
However, possessing a DAN or OAN does not confer any right to operate drones in India if it does not fulfil
the provisions given in the civil aviation requirements (CAR).
After the January 31 deadline, ownership of a drone without a valid DAN or OAN shall invite penal action
under sections of the Indian Penal Code.

‘MERCY PETITION’ IN NEWS











President Ram Nath Kovind rejected the mercy petition of Mukesh Singh, convicted in the 2012 Nirbhaya
gang rape case.
As per the Constitutional framework in India, mercy petition to the President is the last constitutional
resort a convict can take when he is sentenced by the court of law. A convict can present a mercy petition to
the President of India under Article 72 of the Constitution of India.
Similarly, the power to grant pardon is conferred upon the Governors of States under Article 161 of the
Constitution of India.
Article 72 provides:
(1) The President shall have the power to grant pardons, reprieves, respites or remissions of punishment or to
suspend, remit or commute the sentence of any person convicted of any offence—
(a) in all cases where the punishment or sentence is by a Court Martial;
(b) in all cases where the punishment or sentence is for an offence against any law relating to a matter to
which the executive power of the Union extends;
(c) in all cases where the sentence is a sentence of death.
Thus, Article 72 empowers the President to grant pardons, etc., and to suspend, remit or commute
sentences in certain cases.
While Article 161 provides: Power of Governor to grant pardons, etc., and to suspend, remit or commute
sentences in certain cases The Governor of a State shall have the power to grant pardons, reprieves, respites or
remissions of punishment or to suspend, remit or commute the sentence of any person convicted of any offence
against any law relating to a matter to which the executive power of the State extends.
Process of making a mercy petition: There is no statutory written procedure for dealing with mercy
petitions, but in practice, after extinguishing all the reliefs in the court of law, either the convict in person or
his relative on his behalf may submit a written petition to the President. The petitions are received by the
President’s secretariat on behalf of the President, which is then forwarded to the Ministry of Home Affairs
for their comments and recommendations.
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A convict under the sentence of death is allowed to make the petition within a period of seven days after the
date on which the Superintendent of jail informs him about the dismissal of the appeal or special leave to
appeal by the Supreme Court. The Home Ministry in consultation with the concerned State Government
discusses the merits of the petition. After the consultation, recommendations are made by the Home
Minister and then, the petition is sent back to the President for his decision.
Even though the President and Governor are the executive heads, but they cannot exercise their discretion
with regard to their powers under Articles 72 and 161. Both the executive heads are required to act on the
advice of the appropriate government–Central and State Government. The advice of the appropriate
Government binds the Head of the state.
The President can either accept or reject the mercy plea as per the advice by the council of ministers.
However, the Constitution doesn’t provide for a specified time limit to accept/reject the mercy petition. He
can keep the petition in abeyance for an indefinite period if he wishes to.
What happens when a convict moves a mercy petition?
In case, the petition is filed within seven days then it is the duty of the Jail Superintendent to stay the
execution of the death sentence. However, this does not mean that after the expiry of seven days a convict
cannot file a mercy petition. In such exceptional cases or intervening circumstances, it is the concerned
state government that will decide the question of deferring the death sentence.
Difference between pardoning powers of President and Governor: Though the President and Governor
enjoy pardoning powers to the extent their executive power extends, however, the scope of the pardoning
power of the President under Article 72 is wider than the pardoning power of the Governor under Article
161. Power differs in the following two ways:
 The President’s power to grant pardon extends to the cases where the sentence or punishment has
been awarded by a Court Martial, but the Governor’s power prescribed under Article 161 doesn’t
provide so.

 The President can grant pardon in all cases, including the death sentence, but the pardoning power of
the Governor doesn’t extend to death sentence.
The Constitution of America gives the President the similar powers to grant reprieves or pardon for
offences under Federal law, except in cases of impeachment. However, in cases of violation of state law, the
power has been given to the concerned Governor of the state.
In UK, the Constitutional monarch can pardon or reprieve for offences on ministerial advice.
Canada: The National Parole Board under the Criminal Records Act is authorized to grant such reliefs.

OIL AND GAS FIRMS EXEMPTED FROM ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE










The Environment Ministry has exempted oil and gas firms, looking to conduct exploratory drilling, from
seeking environmental clearance. The clearance is for both on-shore and offshore drilling explorations and
the process is an ecologically-intensive exercise that involves digging multiple wells and conducting seismic
surveys offshore.
Until today, even exploratory surveys have merited the highest level of environmental scrutiny — called
category ‘A’ — that required project proponents to prepare an environment impact assessment (EIA) plan,
have it scrutinised by a Centrally constituted committee of experts and subject the proposal to a public
hearing involving the locals of the proposed project site.
While public hearings, even for category A projects are frequently exempted if they are offshore, the new
amendments demote exploratory projects to the category of ‘B2’. This means it will be conducted by the
States concerned and will not require an EIA.
The move is part of a larger process of decentralisation by the Centre in that it seeks to farm more
regulatory actions to State and local units.
Last year, ONGC and the Vedanta group were granted permission to conduct exploratory oil surveys in
Tamil Nadu and Puducherry, leading to protests.
The government last year relaxed rules that incentivises companies conducting oil exploration surveys in
less-explored oil fields to keep a greater share of revenue if they chance upon viable hydrocarbon blocks.
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This has led to a spurt in interest in oil and gas exploration with the Cauvery basin registering a spurt in
activity.



The Punjab Assembly unanimously passed a motion to ratify the 126th Constitutional amendment to
extend reservation for the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes in Punjab for another 10 years.
The session of the Assembly was convened for the extremely important agenda of ratifying the
amendments to the Constitution of India, falling within the purview of clause (d) of proviso to clause (2) of
Article 368, in line with the Constitution (126th Amendment) Bill, 2019, as passed by the both Houses of
Parliament.

CENTRE OVERRULES PUDUCHERRY GOVT ON SEC






Union Ministry of Home Affairs has directed the Puducherry Government to start afresh the process of
appointment of the State Election Commissioner (SEC) and vested the power to finalise the composition
and terms of reference of the Selection Committee to choose the SEC with Lieutenant Governor Kiran Bedi.
The MHA order has come in response to the government’s decision in July to appoint former bureaucrat
T.M. Balakrishnan, following a ruling given by Speaker V.P. Sivakolundhu cancelling the advertisement
calling for applications for the post of SEC. The Speaker had directed the Cabinet to appoint the SEC with
immediate effect.
As per the communication, the terms and reference of the Selection Committee should be finalised by the Lt.
Governor.

MAHARASHTRA BILL TO SCRAP FOUR CORPORATORS PER WARD








In a reversal of a decision by the previous government, the Assembly passed the Maharashtra Municipal
Corporation (Amendment) Bill, 2019, which seeks to do away with the system of electing four corporators
from every ward.
The amendment, seeks election of only one councillor from each ward, unlike the decision of earlier regime
where several wards were amalgmated to elect two or four councillors. Except for Mumbai, all other
municipal corporations and municipal councils were covered under this rule in 2016 by the Devendra
Fadnavis-led BJP government.
The amendment is necessary to bring accountability to each councillor as well as avoid conflicts among
councillors elected from a single ward. It has created an atmosphere of confusion, and also damages
developmental works in wards.
All municipal corporations such as Pune, Nagpur, Kolhapur, Nasik and municipal councils at present have
the multi-councillor system.

AADHAAR TO BE MADE MANDATORY FOR GST




With 66.79 lakh new dealers registered under the Goods and Service Tax contributing just 15% of the total
revenue under the tax regime, the GST Network has decided to make Aadhaar authentication or physical
verification mandatory for new dealers from January 1, 2020, to check malpractices.
Bihar Deputy Chief Minister Sushil Kumar Modi, heads the Group of Ministers on Integrated Goods and
Services Tax.

INDIA & GLOBAL SHIP RECYCLING BUSINESS


With a new legislation in place, India aims to garner at least 60% of the global ship recycling business and
emerge as a key destination for recycling warships and other ships. Contribution from ship recycling
activities to the country’s GDP would reach $2.2 billion, almost double compared to the current level.
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Gujarat’s Alang, the world’s biggest shipyard, is ready to cater to the projected increase in the number of
ships for recycling.
Currently, India recycles around 300 of the 1,000 ships which are demolished per annum globally.
However, the likes of Japan, the United States and Europe were not sending their ships for recycling to India
in the absence of ratification of a global convention. That scenario is set to change with the Recycling of
Ships Act, 2019.
The Act ratifies the Hong Kong convention and would facilitate an environment-friendly process of
recycling ships and adequate safety for yard workers.
With the Recycling of Ships Act, 2019, the likes of Japan, U.S., Europe could send their ships for recycling to
India.

EPFO’S MOVE TO RESTORE PENSION COMMUTATION FROM JAN 1



The Labour Ministry will enforce the retirement fund body EPFO’s decision to restore pension
commutation from January 1, 2020 — a move which will benefit 6.3 lakh pensioners.
These pensioners had opted for commutation and got a lump sum amount at the time of retirement from
their pension accumulations before 2009.
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Regulator IRDAI issued guidelines on standard individual health insurance, asking general and health
insurers to offer a product that can take care of basic health needs of customers with a maximum sum
insured of Rs. 5 lakh and a minimum of Rs. 1 lakh.
The product will be named Arogya Sanjeevani Policy, succeeded by the name of the insurance company. No
other name is allowed in any of the documents, according to the guidelines issued by the Insurance
Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI).

I-T DEPT NOTIFIES NEW FORMS FOR FILING INCOME TAX RETURNS






The government, which usually notifies forms for filing returns by individuals in April every year, on
January 3 notified tax return forms for assessment year 2020-21 (income earning year April 1, 2019 to
March 31, 2020).
As per the notification, returns in ITR-1 Sahaj can be filed by an ordinary resident individual whose total
income does not exceed Rs. 50 lakh, while Form ITR-4 Sugam is meant for resident individuals, HUFs and
firms (other than LLP) having a total income of up to Rs. 50 lakh and having presumptive income from
business and profession.
According to the notification, in two significant changes, an individual taxpayer cannot file return either in
ITR-1 or ITR-4 if he is a joint-owner in house property, and the ITR-1 form is not valid for those individuals
who have deposited more than Rs. 1 crore in bank account or have incurred Rs. 2 lakh or Rs. 1 lakh on
foreign travel or electricity respectively.

RULES FOR APPOINTMENT OF COMPANY SECRETARIES





The Corporate Affairs Ministry (MCA) has brought clarity into the appointment of company secretaries by
private companies. It has now stipulated that all private companies with a paid-up capital of Rs. 10 crore or
above should have a whole-time company secretary.
MCA has also now made secretarial audit mandatory for every company having outstanding loans or
borrowings from banks or public financial institutions of Rs. 100 crore or more.
Already secretarial audit has been made mandatory for every public company having a paid-up capital of
Rs. 50 crore or more or every public company having a turnover of Rs. 250 crore or more.
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NGT & REVERSE OSMOSIS NOTIFICATION
National Green Tribunal (NGT) instructed the Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF) to restrict use
of Reverse Osmosis (RO) technology for water purification due to wastage. NGT had cited December 31,
2019, as the last opportunity for MoEF to comply with orders.

AMENDMENTS TO COAL ACT






President Ram Nath Kovind has given his nod to the ordinance for amendment in the Mines and Minerals
(Development and Regulation) (MMDR) Act 1957 and the Coal Mines (Special Provisions) Act, 2015.
The Union Cabinet had earlier approved the amendments intending to open up new areas of growth in the
coal and mining sector.
The amendments would offer unexplored and partially explored coal blocks for mining through prospecting
licence-cum-mining Lease (PL- cum-ML). The ordinance will also allow a successful bidder/allottee to
utilise mined coal in any of the plant of its subsidiary or holding company, the statement said.
The ordinance is expected to attract large investment in coal mining as restrictions of end use have been
dropped.
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SPORTS



Union HRD Minister inaugurated Lawn Tennis Event (Under 19, Boys & Girls) of 65th National School
Games organised by School Games Federation of India (SGFI) at R.K. Khanna Stadium in New Delhi. A total
number of 232 qualified Tennis Players have gathered in Delhi selected from 23 states for the National
Level competition here. These players will compete in different categories for the next four days till 28th
December.

UKRAINIAN LIFTER STRIPPED OF OLYMPIC GOLD




Ukrainian weightlifter Oleksiy Torokhtiy was stripped of his 2012 Olympic gold medal for doping, the
International Olympic Committee announced. The 33-year-old, who triumphed in the 105kg division, was
disqualified after a re-analysis of his urine sample revealed a positive test for testosterone.
Torokhtiy has been banned for two years with his results between August 4, 2012, and August 3, 2015,
annulled.
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65TH NATIONAL SCHOOL GAMES OF SGFI IN NEW DELHI






Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal and officials of the third Khelo India Youth Games launched the
torch relay of the competition in Guwahati.
The tournament will be held between 10th January 2020 to 22nd January 2020.
The opening ceremony of the third Khelo India Youth Games took place at the Indira Gandhi Stadium in
Guwahati on 10 January 2020.
Sandeep Pradhan, Director General, Sports Authority of India.

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT HONOUR FOR KAPIL DEV


P.V. Sindhu was adjudged the Sportstar of the Year and Kapil Dev honoured for Lifetime Achievement at the
Sportstar Aces Awards (by Sportstar Magazine).
Sportsman Of The Year (Cricket)
Rohit Sharma
Sportswoman Of The Year (Cricket)
Smriti Mandhana
Sportsman Of The Year (Track & Field)
Avinash Sable
Sportswoman Of The Year (Track & Field)
Annu Rani
Sportsman Of The Year (Team Sports)
Manpreet Singh
Sportswoman Of The Year (Team Sports)
Deep Grace Ekka
Sportsman Of The Year (Individual Sports)
Bajrang Punia
Sportswoman Of The Year (Individual Sports)
Koneru Humpy & Apurvi Chandela
Sportsman Of The Year (Racquet Sports)
B. Sai Praneeth
Sportswoman Of The Year (Racquet Sports)
P.V. Sindhu
Sportsman Of The Year (Para Sports)
Pramod Bhagat
Sportswoman Of The Year (Para Sports)
Ekta Bhyan
Young Athlete Of The Year (Boys)
R. Praggnanandhaa & Esow Alben
Young Athlete Of The Year (Girls)
Mehuli Ghosh
Team Of The Year
Indian Test Cricket Team
Coach Of The Year
R. B. Ramesh & P. Gopi Chand
Best State For The Promotion Of Sports
Odisha
Best PSU/Corporate House For The Promotion Indian Oil Corporation Ltd
Of Sports
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Special Jury Award
Special Recognition Award
Chairman's Choice
Lifetime Achievement
Sportstar Of The Year
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Sri Ramachandra Institute Of Higher
Education And Research
Pankaj Advani
Leander Paes
Steve Smith
Kapil Dev
P.V. Sindhu

AWARD FOR RONALDO




Star footballer Cristiano Ronaldo ended the year by winning the best men’s player at the Dubai Globe
Soccer Awards.
Ronaldo did not win the Ballon d’Or this year, finishing behind Lionel Messi who bagged it for the record
sixth time and Liverpool’s Dutch defender Virgil van Dijk.
England international Lucy Bronze was awarded the best women’s player of the year, while Liverpool
manager Jurgen Klopp was named the best manager.
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Young Indian paddler Manav Thakkar has jumped nine places to become the World No. 1 in the Under-21
men’s singles category in the latest International Table Tennis Federation (ITTF) rankings.
The 19-year-old achieved the feat after clinching the U-21 men’s singles title at the ITTF Challenge Plus
Benemax-Virgo North American Open in Markham, Canada in December last year.
He beat Argentina’s Martin Bentancor 11-3, 11-5, 11-6 to win the crown.
Thakkar, thus, became the fourth Indian to achieve the feat after Harmeet Desai, G. Sathiyan and Soumyajit
Ghosh.
Thakkar was also World No. 1 in the Under-18 category in February 2018.
He was part of the Indian men’s team which won a bronze medal in the 2018 Asian Games in Jakarta.
Among other Indians, Sathiyan has managed to retain his 30th spot in the senior category, while Achanta
Sharath Kamal has climbed a spot to 33rd in the world table tennis rankings issued recently.
Top woman paddler of the country, Manika Batra was static at the 61st position.

SACHIN TENDULKAR WINS LAUREUS SPORTING MOMENT 2000-2020 AWARD




For the 2020 ceremony, the Best Sporting Moment was drawn from the previous two decades and voted for
by the general public. Referred to as the "Laureus Sporting Moment Award (2000–2020)", it was won by
Indian cricketer Sachin Tendulkar.
He was a team member in World Cup 2011.

KHELO INDIA YOUTH GAMES






Khelo India Youth Games (KIYG), formerly Khelo India School Games (KISG), means Play India Youth
Games, held annually in January or February, are the national level multidisciplinary grassroot games in
India held for two categories, namely under-17 years school students and under-21 college students.
The third Khelo India Youth Games was held from 10 January 2020 and 22 January 2020 in Guwahati,
Assam, India.
Maharashtra defended its title as they topped the medal tally with 78 Gold medals, 77 Silver medals and
101 Bronze medals.
The winning contingent of Maharashtra also broke their previous record of total medal haul of 228 medals
created at Pune, by winning a total of 256 medals.
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Khelo India programme's inaugural edition was held in New Delhi in 2018, while Pune hosted 2nd edition
in 2019.
Every year best performing 1000 participants are given an annual scholarship of Rs 500,000 for 8 years to
prepare them for international sporting events.

CARLSEN SETS A WORLD RECORD (CHESS)


Magnus Carlsen set a world record of 111 unbeaten classical games after getting out of trouble against local
Jorden van Foreest during their 45-move draw in the fourth round of Tata Steel Masters chess tournament.

DELHI INTERNATIONAL OPEN GRANDMASTERS



Abhijeet Gupta won over Aleksej Aleksandrov to regain the title in the Delhi International Open
Grandmasters chess tournament.
Winner in 2008 and 2014, Abhijeet tallied 8.5 points from 10 rounds to end the drought of an Indian
champion since his last triumph in the richest prize-money event in the country. He ensured ₹6.50 lakh and
a big-made trophy for his efforts.
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Magnus Carlsen set a world record of 111 unbeaten classical games after getting out of trouble against local
Jorden van Foreest during their 45-move draw in the fourth round of Tata Steel Masters chess tournament
at WIJK AAN ZEE.
On a day when Viswanathan Anand drew with black pieces against China's Yu Yangyi in 32 moves to reach
1.5 points, Carlsen’s record remained the talking point.
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Silicon Valley corporations are taking over the digital economy in the Global South, and nobody is paying
attention.
Colony (n) is a country or area under the full or partial political control of another country and occupied by
settlers from that country. Colonisation (n) is a process by which a central system of power dominates the
surrounding land and its components.
By those definitions, neither India nor any region of it is a colony of a dominant society, community or
country anymore. However, India and its population is no longer a nation that is defined by its physical
presence alone either. We are all living our lives within the geographical boundaries of India and within the
virtual boundaries of Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Google, Airbnb, Uber, and hundreds of other mobile
apps.
Our lives today are as much about our physical being as they are about our data. The only difference is that
while we are conscious of our physical lives, we are seldom aware of how our data is being used by its
custodians, which may not necessarily be a government but could very well be a multinational company
based in a developed country.
Colonising a country no longer requires its physical invasion with military strength but can simply be done
by controlling activities through networks and databases with a single click.
The use of the internet has exponentially increased in the last decade, exposing individuals to thousands of
benefits of a connected world, starting from making communication faster to accessing services easier.
When we give our data to Google Maps, we know we’re giving our private information in exchange of a
traffic-free route to our destination — and we do this without thinking how our personal data may be used
by Google.
In South Africa, Google and Facebook dominate the online advertising industry, and are considered an
existential threat to local media. Uber has captured so much of the traditional taxi industry that drivers
have been petrol bombed in the "South African taxi wars". Similar battles have broken out in Kenya.
Meanwhile, Netflix is not only pulling subscribers away from local television services, they are buying up
content in Africa. The streaming giant is now the number one source of Internet traffic across the world.
In India, Facebook was forced to cancel its "Free Basics" programme that gave the social media giant
control over the Internet experience on mobile phones. Indians protested that the service deepened
Facebook's monopoly power and subjected them censorship and surveillance. Nevertheless, Facebook is
expanding in most countries, including India, and Free Basics is active in over sixty countries. Through the
project, Facebook has retained its influence in countries like Kenya and Ghana.
There is a global standoff going on about who stores your data. A number of developing countries refused
to sign an international declaration on data flows – the so-called Osaka Track. Part of the reason why
countries such as India, Indonesia and South Africa boycotted the declaration was because they had no
opportunity to put their own interests about data into the document.

EARLIEST EPIGRAPHIC PROOF FOR SAPTAMATRIKAS FOUND







The epigraphy branch of the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has discovered the earliest epigraphic
evidence so far for the Saptamatrika cult. It is also the earliest Sanskrit inscription to have been discovered
in South India as on date.
Saptamatrikas are a group of seven female deities worshipped in Hinduism as personifying the energy of
their respective consorts. The inscription is in Sanskrit and Brahmi characters and was issued by
Satavahana king Vijaya in 207 A.D.
This was disclosed Director, epigraphy branch, ASI, Mysuru.
It was discovered in Chebrolu village in Guntur district of Andhra Pradesh.
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The inscription came to light when some local villagers informed the authorities of the presence of a pillar
with some engravings when they were restoring and repairing the local Bheemeshwara temple.
The inscription was first copied and studied and it transpired that it records the construction of a prasada
(temple), a mandapa and consecration of images on southern side of the temple by a person Kartika for the
merit of the king at the temple of Bhagavathi (goddess) Saktimatruka (Saptamatrika) at Tambrape;
Tambrape being the ancient name of Chebrolu.
The verification of all the available records proved that the Chebrolu inscription of Satavahana king Vijaya
issued in his 5th regnal year — 207 A.D. — is also the earliest datable Sanskrit inscription from South India
so far. According to Matysa Purana, Vijaya is the 28th king of the Satavahana dynasty and ruled for six
years.
So far, the Nagarjunakonda inscription of Ikshvaku king Ehavala Chantamula issued in his 11th regnal year
corresponding to 4th century A.D. was considered as the earliest Sanskrit inscription in South India. The
place also yielded another inscription which is in Prakrit and of Brahmi characters and belongs to the 1st
century A.D. This is the earliest epigraphic reference to mutts and records the gift of a cloister mandapa and
chaitya to the bhavatho (lord) of the Gadasa Mutt by a person hailing from Tabaava, according to Dr.
Muniratnam.

INTEGRAL COACH FACTORY PRODUCES 3000 COACHES




Integral Coach Factory (ICF) of Indian Railways has produced its 3000th coach of the year in less than 9
months. This would help in meeting the growing demand for coaches. The number of working days to
achieve the above figure has been reduced from 289 days in the last year to 215 days in the current year, a
reduction of 25.6%.
Till the year 2014, the same amount of time was being taken for the production of only 1000 coaches.

HYDERABAD - NEW DELHI EXPRESS ADORNED WITH “SINGARENI COLOURS”





In first of its kind initiative by South Central Railway, Hyderabad-New Delhi- Hyderabad Telangana Express,
the iconic train that connects the State and the Nation’s Capital, has been wrapped with the colors of
Singareni Collieries Company Limited (SCCL), the Government owned Coal producing giant of India and
also a premier freight customer of the Railways.
The Secunderabad Division of SCR has tied up with M/s. SCCL and one rake of Hyderabad- New Delhi
Telangana Express has been vinyl wrapped by SCCL.
This is an innovative scheme of Indian Railways of offering exteriors of coaching trains for advertisement to
Government Departments / Public Sector Undertakings.

CLW PRODUCES 300TH LOCOMOTIVE



Chittaranjan Locomotive Works (CLW) has turned out 300th locomotive of the FY 2019-20 on 21st
December 2019 evening, in less than 9 months (in 216 working days) of current financial year.
The working days for production of 300th loco has reduced from 292 days in the year 2017-18 to 249 days
in 2018-19 and further to 216 days in the current FY 2019-20. Therefore, a reduction of 28% since 201718.

STRATEGIC TUNNEL TO BE RENAMED


The Union Cabinet has decided to honour the contribution of former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee by
naming the Strategic Tunnel under Rohtang Pass after him on December 25, 2019, which happens to be his
birthday. The historic decision to construct a strategic tunnel below the Rohtang Pass was taken on June 03,
2000 when late Atal Bihari Vajpayee was the Prime Minister. The foundation stone for the Access Road to
the South Portal of the tunnel was laid on May 26, 2002.
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The 8.8-kilometre long tunnel is the world's longest tunnel above an altitude of 3,000 metres. It will reduce
the distance between Manali and Leh by 46 kilometres and save crores of rupees in transport costs. It is a
10.5-metre wide single tube bi-lane tunnel with a fire proof emergency egress tunnel built into the main
tunnel itself.
The Border Roads Organisation (BRO) worked relentlessly to overcome major geological, terrain and
weather challenges that included the most difficult stretch of the 587-metre Seri Nalah Fault Zone. The
breakthrough from both ends was achieved on October 15, 2017.
The tunnel is now nearing completion and is a step in the direction of providing all weather connectivity to
remote border areas of Himachal Pradesh and Ladakh which otherwise remained cut off from the rest of
the country for about six months during winters.

SIGN BOARDS IN CHINESE LANGUAGE




Union Minister for Culture and Tourism has informed that sign boards in Chinese language have been put
up at 5 ASI protected archaeological sites located in Uttar Pradesh. They include the archaeological site at
Sarnath, the Buddhist relics at Chaukhandi Stupa, Kushinagar and the Mahaparinirvana Temple, Piparahwa
and Shravasti .
Keeping in mind the convenience of foreign travelers, Ministry had instructed the Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI) that sign boards of foreign languages will be installed at all the iconic archaeological sites in
India where more than 1 lakh tourists from a particular country visit those places every year. A total of 5
such foreigncountry languages can be included in it. He told that in this series, the work of installing sign
boards in Sinhali language has been completed in November 2019 in view of the large number of Sri Lankan
tourists visiting Sanchi.

CYCLING EXPEDITION UPTO THE MALAYSIA- SINGAPORE BORDER








A cycling expedition consisting of staff from National Institute of Mountaineering and Allied Sports (NIMAS)
based in Dirang reached Yangon on 25 Dec 2019. It has three serving Indian Army officers and a civilian
instructor. It will be cycling (on mountain terrain bikes) through Myanmar, Thailand and Malaysia upto the
Malaysia- Singapore border.
The expedition began its journey at the Moreh-Tamu IMB crossing on 16 Dec 2019. It is being led by Col
Sarfaraz Singh, Director NIMAS.
Being an MoD funded expedition, the Defence Wing was at the forefront in coordination with various
agencies in Myanmar such as Foreign Ministry, MoD and Ministry of Health and Sports.
A value addition was the incorporation of cyclists of Myanmar Cycling Federation which had its cyclists
accompany the Indian Team through their journey. The team was welcomed at Mandalay and also at
Embassy in Yangon.
A felicitation ceremony was held at Yangon. The expedition was flagged off by the Ambassador on 26 Dec
2019 for the balance of its journey. It is scheduled to cross into Thailand on 29 Dec 2019.

STATUS OF INSTITUTION OF NATIONAL IMPORTANCE




The Union Cabinet, has given its approvalto confer the status of Institution of National Importance to the
Institute of Teaching and Research in Ayurveda Jamnagar by conglomerating the cluster of Ayurveda
Institutes at Gujarat Ayurveda University campus, Jamnagar , namely, (a) Institute for Post Graduate
Teaching and Research in Ayurveda (b) Shri Gulabkunwerba Ayurveda Mahavidyalaya and (c) Institute of
Ayurveda Pharmaceutical Sciences including Pharmacy Unit and to subsume the Maharshi Patanjali
Institute for Yoga & Naturopathy Education & Research into the Department of Swasthvritta of the Institute
of Teaching and Research in Ayurveda.
The Bill to that effect is to be introduced in the ensuing Session of Parliament to declare Institute of
Teaching and Research in Ayurveda, Jamnagar as Institution of National Importance.
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WORLD BRAILLE DAY

BOOK ‘KARMAYODDHA GRANTH’


Union Home Minister released a book ‘Karmayoddha Granth’, on the life of Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi, in New Delhi.

FOUR REFURBISHED HERITAGE BUILDINGS IN KOLKATA





The Prime Minister dedicated to the nation Four Refurbished Heritage Buildings in Kolkata. These are Old
Currency Building, the Belvedere House, the Metcalfe House and the Victoria Memorial Hall.
The renovation work of four Iconic Galleries of Kolkata-Old Currency Building, Belvedere House, Victoria
Memorial and Metcalfe House has been completed.
Government is taking efforts towards developing Belvedere House into a Museum of the World.
Government of India is contemplating to set up a museum of "Coinage & Commerce" at the Indian
Government Mint in Kolkata.

NATIONAL YOUTH DAY


National Youth Day is celebrated on 12 January being the birthday of Swami Vivekananda. In 1984 the
Government of India declared this day as National Youth Day and since from 1985 the event is celebrated in
India every year.

NEW CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE FOR STUDIES IN CLASSICAL TELUGU



The Vice President of India inaugurated the Classical Telugu Centre at Nellore.
The Centre of Excellence for Studies in Classical Telugu (CESCT) which is under the Central Institute of
Indian Languages (CIIL), Mysore has been shifted to Nellore, Andhra Pradesh which was earlier functioning
from Mysore.

MAKAR SANKRANTI AND PONGAL





The Vice President of India has greeted the nation on the auspicious occasion of Makar Sankranti and
Pongal.
It is celebrated in different names in different parts of the country. In south India, it is popularly called as
“Pongal & ‘Makar Sankranti’, ‘Vishu’ in Kerala, in Punjab and Haryana it is called ‘Lohri’, in Assam, it is called
‘Bihu’ and ‘Khichdi festival’ in Bihar.
This festival called by different names marks the beginning of a new season with thousands of people
taking holy dips in sacred rivers.

‘SAKSHAM’ FUEL CONSERVATION MEGA CAMPAIGN




‘Saksham’, an annual one-month long, people-centric fuel conservation mega campaign of Petroleum
Conservation Research Association (PCRA) under the aegis of Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas was
launched in January.
PCRA and Oil & Gas companies would carry out various interactive programs during this month-long
campaign.
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Petroleum Conservation and Research Association (PCRA) in association with Institute of PetroleumDehradun has developed high energy efficient PNG burner/Gas stove for household where piped gas is
supplied which will save gas as compared to modified LPG stove for PNG.



After the successful run of semi-high speed and fully air-conditioned Lucknow-Delhi Tejas Express, the
second premium Tejas train is ready to run between Ahmedabad and Mumbai. The inaugural run of this
second Tejas Train was flagged off recently.
The commercial run of the train, to be operated by IRCTC like the first Tejas train, will start with effect from
19th January, 2020 from Ahmedabad.

CONSTRUCTION OF Z-MORH TUNNEL IN J&K






A Concession Agreement was signed for completing the 6.5 km long Z-Morh tunnel in J&K. The project
includes construction, operation and maintenance of the tunnel with approaches on NH-1 at SrinagarSonmarg-Gumri Road from 61 km to 89.30 km on Design, Build, Finance, Operate and Transfer (DBFOT)
Annuity basis.
The 2-lane bi-directional tunnel with parallel escape tunnel will be completed in 3.5 years at a cost of Rs
2378.76 Crore. The concessionaire has been awarded DLP Period /Operation & Maintenance Period of 15
years from the Completion Date.
Keshav Kumar Pathak, MD-NHIDCL.

MOU BETWEEN NITI AAYOG AND LADAKH


In an important initiative to promote the development of key infrastructure sectors in the newly
constituted Union Territory of Ladakh, NITI Aayog entered into a MoU with the UT’s administration on 17
January 2020. Under this MoU, NITI Aayog will be supporting the UT’s administration through its key
initiative ‘Development Support Services to States for Infrastructure Projects (D3S-i)’.

NDRF 15TH RAISING DAY






The National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) celebrated its 15th Raising Day on 18th Jan. The Disaster
Management Act has statutory provisions for constitution of National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) for
the purpose of specialized response to natural and man-made disasters.
Accordingly, in 2006 NDRF was constituted with 8 Battalions. At present, NDRF has a strength of 12
Battalions with each Battalion consisting of 1149 personnel. In the beginning, the personnel of NDRF were
deployed for routine law and order duties also. In a meeting of the NDMA with the Prime Minister on
October 25, 2007, the need of NDRF being made a dedicated force was highlighted and accepted. This led to
the notification of NDRF Rules on February 14th , 2008, making NDRF a dedicated force for disaster
response related duties, under the unified command of DG NDRF.
The practice of “proactive availability” of this Force to the States and that of “pre-positioning”, in a
threatening disaster situations have immensely helped minimise damage, caused due to natural calamities
in the country. The first major test of disaster for NDRF was Kosi Floods in 2008.

FOUNDATION DAY OF DFCCIL




The 14th Foundation Day of Dedicated Freight Corridor Corporation of India (DFCCIL) was celebrated in
New Delhi on 18th January 2020.
Minister of Railways congratulated team DFCCIL for completing 500 km of Dedicated Freight Corridor and
exhorted the team to achieve the goal of 991 km by March 2020.
Vinod Kumar Yadav Chairman, Railway Board and Chairman DFCCIL.
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The Prime Minister jointly inaugurated the second Integrated Check Post (ICP) at Jogbani-Biratnagar with
Prime Minister of Nepal, K.P. Oli.
The second Integrated Check Post at Jogbani-Biratnag is built with Indian assistance to facilitate trade and
people’s movement across India-Nepal border.
Both Prime Ministers will also witness the remarkable progress in Government of India assisted postearthquake housing reconstruction projects in Nepal. Out of GoI’s commitment to build 50,000 houses in
Gorkha and Nuwakot districts, 45,000 have already been completed.

LAUNCH OF PAPERLESS LICENSING FOR PETROLEUM SERVICE STATIONS


The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), Ministry of Commerce and Industry
has launched paperless licensing process through Petroleum and Explosives Safety Organisation (PESO) for
petroleum service stations (retail outlets storing and dispensing petrol/diesel for motor conveyances)
under the Petroleum Rules, 2002.

NEGATIVES OF ‘LOST’ 1985 SOMALI EPIC FOUND











In a fortuitous discovery of great import to the preservation of African cinematic heritage, the negatives of
an epic Somali film thought to have been lost were ‘discovered’ in the vaults of the Pune-based National
Film Archive of India (NFAI).
The Somali Dervish, a four-hour-long 1985 masterpiece by eminent Somali poet, playwright and film-maker
Said Salah Ahmed, chronicles the revolutionary Somali Dervish movement under the leadership of the
legendary anti-colonial fighter Mohamed Abdullah Hassan, revered as the ‘Father of Somali Nationalism’
and known by the sobriquet ‘Mad Mullah’.
It chronicles Hassan’s two-decade struggle against British colonialism in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries till his death in 1920.
Shooting of the 280-minute film (also known as The Somalia Dervishes) began in 1983 and was completed
in 1985. It was produced by an Indian company. The film was edited and processed in the now-defunct
Bombay Lab in Mumbai.
In fact, the film is believed to be the only feature-length narrative motion picture produced in the country as
Somalia’s cinematic heritage was buried under the ravages of a bitter civil war which commenced in the
1980s.
Prakash Magdum, Director, NFAI

INDIAN RAILWAY PROTECTION FORCE SERVICE



The Railways has renamed its security force RPF (Railway Protection Force) as Indian Railway Protection
Force Service.
The ministry has accorded organised Group A status to RPF and renamed it, according to an order issued.

NEW BRAILLE CALENDAR IN ODIA FOR THE VISUALLY IMPAIRED







The visually impaired in Odisha welcomed the New Year with a new calendar for 2020 like all others.
Braille calendars with Odia information from the Odia almanac that were printed by the Red Cross
Computerised Braille Press of Berhampur for free distribution have already reached most institutions in
the State.
Due to the efforts of Bijay Kumar Rath, a visually impaired social activist, who served as the manager of this
Braille press in the past, printing and free distribution of Braille calendars in Odia language was started in
1992.
Initially, around 500 copies were being printed which has increased to over 2,000.
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This special calendar and almanac is named ‘Braille Dinapanjhika 2020’.

Trinamool Congress observed its 22nd Foundation Day (January 1, 1998) as ‘Nagorik Dibas’ or Citizens Day.
The decision to observe the Foundation Day as Nagorik Dibas is politically significant as it comes at a time
when the Trinamool has launched a sustained campaign against the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) and
the National Register of Citizen (NRC).

FILM CHHAPAAK




Meghna Gulzar is writer and director of the film Chhapaak. Chhapaak is based on the life of acid attack
survivor Laxmi Agarwal, who has filed a petition in the Supreme Court to order the central and State
governments to regulate the sale of acid.
She has also advocated the setting up of a more efficient process for the prosecutions of acid attackers. Ms.
Agarwal is the founder of the Stop Acid Sale campaign which has garnered nation-wide support.

FOREIGN ENVOYS IN J&K ON A FACT-FINDING VISIT





A 15-member foreign envoys’ delegation arrived in Srinagar on a two-day visit to J&K and met over 100
people, including senior Valley-based politicians, top newspaper editors and grassroots representatives.
Unlike the controversial tour of the European Union (EU) parliamentarians in October last year, these
envoys, also comprising U.S. ambassador to India Kenneth I. Juster and the Norwegian ambassador, drove
past busy streets from the airport to reach the venue at Lalit Grand Palace Hotel. The venue is very close to
the sub-jail where National Conference vice-president Omar Abdullah has been detained since August 5.
The envoys did not meet the detained leader.
No shutdown was observed by locals nor was violence reported, unlike the time when EU parliamentarians
visited.

WORLD’S SECOND TALLEST BUDDHA STATUE PROJECT






No progress has been made on the Gujarat government’s plan to build the world’s second tallest statue of
Gautam Buddha in Sabarkantha district and to develop the place into an international Buddhism
destination.
The government had proposed to develop Dev Ni Mori in Sabarkantha district into an “international
Buddhist destination” with “the second tallest statue of Buddha (108 metres) in the world after the Spring
Temple statue in China (153 metres). The proposed statue will be more in height than the Thailand-based
Sitting Buddha statue (92 metres).
The estimated cost of the project is around Rs. 1,200 crore.

PORTAL FOR COMPLETED HOUSING PROJECTS LAUNCHED




An e-commerce portal – housingforall.com – for ready-to-move-in homes in the country, was launched by
the National Real Estate Development Council (NAREDCO).
The portal, would first be open for a month for real estate developers only to register their projects till
February 13.
The portal will be opened to home-buyers for a 45-day sale period from February 14 and in the first 15
days, they can shortlist homes. The buyers will be able to purchase the homes from March 1 to March 31.

JANUARY 2020

[BestCurrentAffairs.com]

Page 200

© BestCurrentAffairs.com. All Rights Reserved.




[For IAS Prelims 2020]

TRINAMOOL OBSERVES ‘CITIZENS DAY’

JANUARY 2020

[BestCurrentAffairs.com]

Page 201

FIRST WORLD KOKANI DAY

KISAN DIWAS 2019


December 23 is celebrated as ‘Kisan Diwas’ or ‘National Farmers’ Day’ every year, in the honour of
Chaudhary Charan Singh, the fifth Prime Minister of India who was born this day.

AIRPORT SLOT NORMS



IATA is in talks with the Indian civil aviation officials to adopt the worldwide airport slot guidelines which
will help new airlines get slots at various airports in the country.
Once adopted, more international airlines will be able to fly into India, connecting more cities worldwide
and it could also help the government’s UDAAN scheme.

STAMP ON DRI




Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman unveiled a special postage stamp to commemorate the distinguished
service and contribution of the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI).
DRI was constituted on December 4, 1957, to function as an apex intelligence agency of the Central Board of
Indirect Taxes & Customs to counter the menace of smuggling.
Through the years it has established itself as the premier intelligence agency commanding the trust of
international and national agencies with its intelligence inputs on subjects ranging from FICN, narcotics,
gold, arms & ammunitions, wildlife, cultural heritage and commercial fraud.

PORTAL TO BLOCK STOLEN PHONES




The government has launched a web portal, ‘Central Equipment Identity Register (CEIR)’, to facilitate
blocking and tracing of stolen/lost mobile phones in Delhi.
The web portal was first launched in Mumbai.
IMEI (International Mobile Equipment Identity) is a 15- or 17-digit code that uniquely identifies mobile
phone sets. The IMEI code can enable a GSM (Global System for Mobile communication) or UMTS (Universal
Mobile Telecommunications Service) network to prevent a misplaced or stolen phone from initiating calls.

‘TANHAJI’ MOVIE IN 2020 TO ENTER ₹100-CR CLUB


Ajay Devgn-starrer Tanhaji became the first film of 2020 to register overall box office collection of more
than ₹100 crore.

PACHACAMAC IDOL OF PERU




The Pachacamac Idol of ancient Peru was a multicolored and emblematic sacred icon worshipped for
almost 700 hundred years before Spanish conquest.
The Pachacamac Idol is a symbolically carved wooden statue known from the Pachacamac archaeological
complex, the principal coastal Inca sanctuary 31 km south of Lima, Peru during the 15th-16th centuries.
The idol was reportedly damaged in 1533 during Spanish conquest of the region, and details of its
originality and antiquity have been unclear.
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The first-ever World Kokani Day was celebrated on January 19, along with a Kokan Mela (in Mumbai) on
January 18-19, to provide visibility and a platform to the community from the State’s coastal region.
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PERSONS IN NEWS

The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has approved the appointment of Shri Harsh Vardhan Shringla
(IFS: 1984), Ambassador in Washington D.C. as Foreign Secretary with effect from 29.01.2020.

CHAIRMAN, RAILWAY BOARD




Vinod Kumar Yadav, IRSEE (1980 Batch) has assumed charge on 01.01.2020 after being reappointed as
Chairman, Railway Board, in the rank of Ex-Officio Principal Secretary to Government of India. The
Appointments Committee of Cabinet (ACC) has approved re-employment of Shri Vinod Kumar Yadav as
Chairman, Railway Board for a period of one year w.e.f 01.01.2020.
Vinod Kumar is recipient of the first ever “Best Transformation Initiative Award” of the Ministry of
Railways.

PRESIDENT OF INDIA ACCEPTS RESIGNATION OF VICE-CHANCELLOR



Prof. Rattan Lal Hangloo, Vice-Chancellor, University of Allahabad has tendered his resignation on personal
grounds.
The President of India in his capacity as the Visitor of the University of Allahabad has accepted the
resignation of Prof. R. L. Hangloo with immediate effect.

NEXT VICE CHIEF OF ARMY


Lt. Gen. S.K. Saini, currently the Southern Army Commander, will be the next Vice-Chief of Army Staff. He
will assume charge on January 25. He is from the 7 Jat Regiment.

NRIPENDRA MISRA TO HEAD NEHRU MEMORIAL MUSEUM








As part of a full revamp of the Nehru Memorial Museum and Library’s executive council, Nripendra Misra,
former Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister, has been appointed as the new chairperson.
Former Union Minister M.J. Akbar — who resigned from his position after allegations of rape and sexual
harassment by multiple women —— has been removed from his position as vice chairman of the NMML
executive council.
The eight-member Council has been reconstituted. The new vice chairperson will be Prasar Bharati chair A.
Surya Prakash. Other members include Indian Council for Cultural Relations chairperson Vinay
Sahasrabuddhe, journalist and Rajya Sabha member Swapan Dasgupta and Indian Institute of Advanced
Study chairperson Kapil Kapoor. Two Culture Ministry bureaucrats and the NMML director will be exofficio members.
The reconstitution comes after the revamp of the wider NMML Society when Congress leaders Karan Singh,
Mallikarjun Kharge and Jairam Ramesh were removed.
The NMML was set up in 1966 as an autonomous institution under the Culture Ministry. Located at the
Teen Murti Bhavan, Nehru’s official residence while Prime Minister, it houses his papers and others related
to the freedom movement and other aspects of modern history.

VIJAY KUMAR APPOINTED KASHMIR IGP


Vijay Kumar, an Indian Police Service (IPS) officer of the 1997 batch, was appointed the Inspector-General
of Police (IGP), Kashmir.
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JHARKHAND CM



Hemant Soren, executive president of the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha, was sworn in as the 11th Chief Minister
of Jharkhand in Ranchi.
Governor Draupadi Murmu administered the oath to Mr. Soren.

ASSAM SAHITYA SABHA CHIEF



The Assam Sahitya Sabha elected former Director General of Police and writer Kuladhar Saikia as its
president for the 2020-22 term.
Among the other office-bearers elected was Mrinalini Devi, the mother of Finance and Health Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma.

ANDHRA PRADESH: ANJANEYULU IS NEW ACB CHIEF


P.S.R. Anjaneyulu, an IPS officer of the 1992 batch, who is at present Transport Commissioner, has been
transferred and posted as Director-General, Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB), replacing Kumar Vishwajeet.

[For IAS Prelims 2020]






Twenty-two-year-old Rahul Gupta from Shahad near Kalyan managed to secure a 100 percentile in the
2019 Common Admission Test (CAT).
An alumni of Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Roorkee, Mr. Gupta said it was his third attempt at
cracking the entrance test. He is currently based out of Bangalore, where he is working for a financial
technology company.

CHINA REPLACES TOP ENVOY IN HONG KONG


China has replaced its top envoy to Hong Kong. Wang Zhimin has been dismissed from his position as head
of the Liaison Office and replaced by Luo Huining.

JNU PROFESSOR QUITS PANEL TO REVIEW DATA




C.P. Chandrasekhar of the JNU’s Centre for Economic Studies and Planning resigned from a government
panel set up to review India’s economic statistical data as he did not “trust the government to come up with
a robust and transparent plan to restore the credibility of the statistical system which has been undermined
in the recent past”.
The Statistics Ministry had constituted a Standing Committee on Statistics (SCES) chaired by former Chief
Statistician Pronab Sen to improve the quality of data amid criticism of the government over political
interference.

SPAIN PM





Spain’s Parliament confirmed Socialist leader Pedro Sanchez by a razor-thin margin as Prime Minister for
another term at the helm of the country’s first-ever coalition government since its return to democracy in
the 1970s.
Mr. Sanchez, who has stayed on as a caretaker premier, won 167 votes in the 350-seat Assembly compared
to 165 against, with a decisive 18 abstentions by Catalan and Basque separatist MPs.
Spain has been without a proper government for most of the past year after two inconclusive polls.
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SUPPLEMENTARY EXTRADITION PLEA AGAINST NIRAV

PATEL IS IBM’S MD FOR INDIA, SOUTH ASIA



IBM has appointed Sandip Patel as MD India and South Asia (ISA) operations.
Harriet Green is chairman & CEO, IBM Asia Pacific.

JUSTICE DILIP BHOSALE QUITS LOKPAL POST








Lokpal member Justice (retd.) Dilip B. Bhosale has resigned from his post citing personal reasons.
There is a provision for eight Lokpal members, who are appointed for a term of five years or till 70 years of
age.
Justice Bhosale (63) joined the anti-corruption ombudsman on March 27, 2019, along with the other
members.
Justice Bhosale, had served as a Judge in the High Courts of Karnataka and Bombay and as acting Chief
Justice of the High Court of Judicature in Hyderabad for Andhra Pradesh and Telangana.
Justices (retd.) Pradip Kumar Mohanty, Abhilasha Kumari and Ajay Kumar Tripathi are the other judicial
members of the Lokpal. Former bureaucrats Archana Ramasundaram, Dinesh Kumar Jain, Mahender Singh
and Indrajeet Prasad Gautam, are its non-judicial members.
Justice (retd.) Pinaki Chandra Ghose had taken charge as the first Lokpal chairman on March 23, 2019.

FUGITIVE EX-NISSAN CHIEF GHOSN






Carlos Ghosn, is a Brazilian-born businessman who also has French and Lebanese nationality. As of January
2020, he is an internationally wanted fugitive.
Ghosn has served as the CEO of Michelin North America, chairman and CEO of Renault, chairman of
AvtoVAZ, chairman and CEO of Nissan, and chairman of Mitsubishi Motors.
Ghosn was also chairman and CEO of the Renault–Nissan–Mitsubishi Alliance, a strategic partnership
among those automotive manufacturers through a complex cross-shareholding agreement.
The venture has held approximately 10% of the total market share since 2010, and as of 2017, was
reckoned to be the largest automobile group worldwide.
Ghosn faces charges of financial misconduct. The automaker and Japanese prosecutors allege Ghosn
misstated his future compensation and diverted company assets for personal gain.

OMAN’S SULTAN QABOOS






Oman’s Sultan Qaboos, who died recently aged 79, transformed the former Arabian Peninsula backwater
into a modern state and sought-after mediator while shielding the sultanate from a region in turmoil.
The intensely private Sultan — the longest-reigning ruler in the modern Arab world — left no apparent heir
and the royal family was charged with selecting a successor.
Sultan Qaboos was born on November 18, 1940, into the centuries-old Al-Said dynasty in the southern
provincial capital of Salalah, in an isolated country on the margins of the modern world. The young Qaboos
was sent abroad for his education to Britain, attending the elite Sandhurst Royal Military Academy from
where he graduated in 1962.
Oman is strategically located on the Strait of Hormuz — the narrow seaway through which much of the
world’s oil supply passes — and between regional rivals Iran and Saudi Arabia. Sultan Qaboos maintained
good ties with both nations, a balancing act that made his capital a must-stop for Western and Arab
diplomats as well as military chiefs alike.
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A special court allowed the CBI to submit a supplementary extradition request against fugitive economic
offender Nirav Modi to the concerned authorities in London, where he is residing presently.
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The four astronauts shortlisted for the Gaganyaan project, India’s first manned space mission, will receive
training in Russia for 11 months.
The ₹10,000-crore ambitious project is expected to be launched in 2022, the year of the 75th anniversary of
India’s Independence.
India’s heaviest launch vehicle Bahubali GSLV Mark-III will carry the astronauts to space.

NEW RUSSIAN PM





Russia’s lawmakers approved Mikhail Mishustin as Prime Minister in a lower house vote, less than 24 hours
after President Vladimir Putin nominated him for the role.
His elevation is part of a sweeping shake-up of the political system announced by Putin, which led to the
resignation of Dmitry Medvedev as Prime Minister along with his government.
The 53-year-old Mishustin is a career bureaucrat who has worked as the tax chief for the past 10 years,
keeping a low profile and showing no political ambitions.
Mr. Putin has been in power longer than any other Russian or Soviet leader since Josef Stalin, who led from
1924 until his death in 1953. Under the current law, Mr. Putin must step down when his current term ends.
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FOUR ASTRONAUTS SELECTED FOR GAGANYAAN




Boeing named board chairman David Calhoun as new chief executive and president.
The move comes after Boeing took the monumental step of temporarily shutting down MAX production.

NOTED ASSAMESE THEATRE PERSONALITY DIES



Eminent Assamese dramatist, litterateur and activist Ratna Ojha, 88, died due to old age-related ailments.
Recipient of the prestigious Natyasurya Award in 2005 for his contributions to theatre, Ojha had introduced
street plays in Assam in 1971 with his skit 'Kokaideo' to revive the theatre movement in the state that was
fading with the death of his mentor Phani Sarma.

NEW ICSI PRESIDENT



The Company Secretaries Institute has a new President in Ashish Garg for the year 2020.
Nagendra D Rao, a fellow member of ICSI, has been elected Vice-President of the Institute of Company
Secretaries of India (ICSI).

NEW CEO OF IBM


IBM has announced Sandip Patel India MD. He will be the Managing Director of IBM’s India & South Asia
(ISA) operations.

STANDARD CHARTERED BANK APPOINTS SAMRAT KHOSLA


Standard Chartered Bank (SCB) has a new head for wealth management in Samrat Khosla.

RBI DEPUTY GOVERNOR




The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has approved the appointment of Michael Debabrata Patra as
Deputy Governor of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) for three years. Patra replaces Viral Acharya, who quit
the post last July.
He is also part of the rate-setting six-member Monetary Policy Committee (MPC).
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Iran’s only female Olympic medallist has said on social media she had left her homeland because she had
had enough of being used by its authorities as a propaganda tool.
Taekwondo champion Kimia Alizadeh, who won a bronze medal at the 2016 Rio Olympics, implied that she
had moved to Europe.
Alizadeh is the third top Iranian sports person to stop representing the country in recent months.
In December, Iran’s Chess Federation said top rated chess champion Alireza Firouzja had decided not to
play for Iran over its informal ban on competing against Israeli players.
Three months earlier, the International Judo Federation said Iranian judoka Saeid Mollaei had refused to
return home over fears for his safety.

POPE NAMES FIRST WOMAN TO VATICAN POST






Pope Francis named the first woman to hold a high-ranking post in the Secretariat of State, the maledominated Vatican’s diplomatic and administrative nerve centre.
Italian lay woman Francesca Di Giovanni, 66, will assume a newly-created post in a division known as the
Section for Relations with States where she takes the rank of under-secretary, effectively one of two deputy
foreign ministers.
The Roman Catholic Church allows only men to be ordained as priests and women have traditionally been
consigned to the shadows of its administration.
The Vatican, a sovereign state surrounded by Rome, has diplomatic relations with more than 180 countries.
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IRAN'S OLYMPIC MEDALLIST LEFT NATION

